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Why do researchers share their data?
● Advance research and knowledge, dissemination, collaboration, 

accessibility, transparency, recognition
● Funder and journal mandates
● Overall access, reuse, and preservation

Why don’t researchers share their data?
● Lack of: training, time, standards, incentives….overall effort required
● Fear of getting scooped
● The need to be in control of access and use

What the literature suggested
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What value does curation add to the data sharing process
● Peer review, metadata enhancement, documentation enrichment, preservation, 

discoverability
● Enhances quality, longevity, and reusability
● Establishes trustworthiness
● Proper citation and download count - help show impact of data

What barriers do researchers experience in curating their own data before sharing?
● Lack of access to standards and templates 
● Insufficient documentation at time of collection and analysis

What the literature suggested
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Response rate = 40% (n=227)

Distribution 
Count 

Response 
Count

Response 
Rate

Minnesota 197 82 42%
Cornell 34 18 53%

Michigan 130 63 48%
Duke 54 19 35%

Illinois 121 45 37%
Hopkins 32 12 38%

Total 568 239 42%



Ethical. Reusable. Better. datacurationnetwork.org

Did you expect <repository name> staff to curate your data?

N = 237
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Were any changes made to your data submission due to 
the curatorial review?
N = 238
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If yes, what changes were made?
N = 180
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If no changes were made, why not?
N = 34
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I was satisfied with the curatorial review my data 
received.
N = 227
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Due to the curation process I felt more confident 
sharing my data. (N = 227)



PLACEHOLDER FOR MENTIMETER
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Data curation by this repository adds value to the 
data sharing process. (N = 227)



PLACEHOLDER FOR MENTIMETER
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What is the most "value-add" curation action taken by this repository? (N = 179)

caught mistakes - increased dataset quality!

Helping me prepare the data/metadata for long term 
access. The curator's expertise in this area was very 
helpful as I was not as familiar with what metadata 
was required to ensure easy, long term utility/access 
of my dataset.

The curation process makes the data more accessible 
and readable for other scientists. This amplifies the 
impact of our research.



Ethical. Reusable. Better. datacurationnetwork.org

What is the most "value-add" curation action taken 
by this repository? (N = 179) - 
Qualitative Analysis

● Used as a foundation the themes identified and defined in the companion 
Value of Curation survey of repository staff

● Made adjustments via an iterative design model
● Individual coding performed of themes by 3 coders
● Coders then compared results via a group review process
● High level themes included curation actions, outcomes of curation, and 

limitations
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What is the most "value-add" curation action taken 
by this repository? (N = 179): curation actions
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What is the most "value-add" curation action taken 
by this repository? (N = 179): outcomes
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Is there anything else you’d like to tell us about your data sharing experience? (N = 182)

I love it! I want to share more data this way! Get ready 
for some cool stuff!

I try HARD to make my data good before it ever gets 
to the repository and every single time there's been 
curation, there's always been something that I've 
missed. I'm very grateful for such careful and 
helpful curation. It definitely increases my comfort 
and even pride in the dataset.

So helpful! I was expecting nothing, but got a lot 
of personal help and kindness. Much appreciated.



Ethical. Reusable. Better. datacurationnetwork.org

Outreach and Promotion of the article
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At University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana

● Shared with library wide through the Library listserv
● Shared with Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation (OVCRI)’s 

administrators
● Be included in “This Week in Illinois Research” - an OVCRI’s weekly newsletter
● Included in Recent News on the RDS homepage

https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/43/1238368243.html
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At University of Minnesota 

● Shared with all library staff via weekly newsletter, “Monday Memo”
● Sent email to Vice President for Research & Innovation

○ Who sent email to Associate Vice President for Research Capacity 
Building

○ Who then included quotes and citation in a Research Ethics Week talk 
titled Hot Topics in Research Ethics and Integrity
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Coming soon: Understanding the Value of Curation: A survey of US 

Data Repository Curation Practices and Perceptions to Plos ONE!
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Open Discussion! 

● What would be some future areas of research that you think would be 
worthwhile to explore? Or current research you are engaged with researchers 
at your institution?

● Have any of you (webinar participants or other presenters) used research as a 
tool for outreach? If not, do the two case studies give you ideas? What other 
communication techniques have you found effective?

● What do you see as some challenges related to communicating the value of 
curation? 

● How do you potentially change your approach for “making the case for 
curation” based on different audiences (e.g., researchers, library administrator, 
university administrator, etc.)?
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Thank You!Please contact us:

   dcn-team@googlegroups.com 

http://datacurationnetwork.org
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