
 
 

U of M Crookston Campus E-Update 
an internal administrative news digest providing the pulse of the campus 
September 11, 2018 
 
Editor’s note: Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause has asked Vice Chancellor John Hoffman to provide the column for this edition of E-Update. 
 
From the Vice Chancellor  
 

On Monday, September 17, the search team for a new president of the University of 
Minnesota System will launch their series of listening sessions at the University of 
Minnesota Crookston. This is a significant opportunity for us create a strong first 
impression for the search process, and here are a couple thoughts on where to start. 
 
First, I believe that strengthening coordinated system-wide enrollment management 
practices should be a top priority. Though the U of M System is one of the world’s largest 
comprehensive public university systems, Minnesota suffers a net loss of high school 

graduates to other states, meaning that we lose more high school students to other states than we gain from 
them. Further, while approximately two-thirds of system graduates remain in Minnesota, a much smaller 
proportion of youth who leave the state return to Minnesota after completing their degrees. With greater 
strategic attention to system-wide enrollment management, UMC could grow its enrollment and help the 
system serve a greater proportion of Minnesota’s high school graduates. 
 
Connected to enrollment management, our new president will have an opportunity to strengthen system-
wide marketing and communication. The University of Minnesota has strong brand recognition—it is one of 
the most recognized and respected degrees in the world. However, overall brand strength is no longer 
sufficient. “Cadillac” has a strong brand that is associated with quality, but today’s consumers are more likely 
to google “best four-door sedan” than “best Cadillac sedan.” Likewise, today’s students are more likely to start 
their college exploration by searching for specific programs and majors than for a desired university brand. We 
need to adjust our marketing strategies accordingly and then ensure that UMC signature programs rise to the 
top in students’ searches. 
 
Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, it is essential that the new president recognize the gem that UMC is 
within the system. To share just one example, the U.S. Census reports that the state of Minnesota has the 
fourth highest level of educational attainment in the United States, but we also have the sixth highest average 
level of student loan debt. Though UMC’s proportion of incoming first-year students from low-income families 
is nearly twice that of the Twin Cities campus, LendEdu recently reported that our graduates have the fifth 
lowest average student loan debt in Minnesota, and we’re ranked #184 on their “Public Top 200 Lowest Debt” 
list. That is part of the reason that Money magazine listed UMC as a “Best College for Your Money.”  
 
Each new day that I’m here, I discover another reason why UMC is a special place. Please join me on Monday, 
September 17, as we help share our story with the presidential search committee. 
 
John Hoffmann 
Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs  
University of Minnesota Crookston 



Featured Events & Activities 
 
Club President and Advisor Training Meeting (Repeat Session), Wednesday, September 12 – 3 p.m., Bede 
Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
Chrome River (Employee Reimbursement) Training, Thursday, September 13 – Sessions at 9:30 a.m. (focus 
on athletics travel), 10:30 a.m., 1 p.m., and 2 p.m., Peterson Classroom, Heritage Hall 
 
Crookston Student Association (CSA) Full Board Meeting, Thursday, September 13 – Noon to 1:30 p.m., Bede 
Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
UMC Jazz Band Performs at the Greenway Takeover Festival, Grand Forks, N.D., Thursday, September 13 – 6 
p.m., downtown Grand Forks, 2nd Ave. N. and North 3rd St., free and open to the public 
 
Retirement Reception for Barbara Keinath, Friday, September 14 – 3:30 to 5 p.m., Prairie Room, Sargeant 
Student Center 
 
Home Opening Women’s Soccer: UMC Golden Eagles vs. St. Cloud State, Sunday, September 16 – 1 p.m., 
UMC Soccer Field 
 
Music on Monday featuring D & Chi, Monday, September 17 – 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Northern Lights Lounge, 
Sargeant Student Center, free 
 
UMC Hosts a U of M Presidential Search Community Input Listening Session, Monday, September 17 – 9 to 
10:30 a.m., UMC Wellness Center, free and open to the public, parking encouraged in Lot G 
 
UMC Hosts a Minnesota Education Fair, Tuesday, September 18 – 9 to 10:30 p.m., Lysaker Gymnasium, UMC 
Sports Center, free and open to the public 
 
Thursday Commons: Speaker Odell Bizzell, "Refuse to Lose - 4 Ways to Become a Guaranteed Student 
Success Story," Thursday, September 20 – 12:15 to 1:45 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
Homecoming Week, Monday, September 24, through Sunday, September 30 
 
Alumni Awards Celebration Banquet, Friday, September 28 – 5:30 p.m. Social, 6:00 p.m. Dinner, Program to 
follow, Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
Homecoming Tailgating, Saturday, September 29 – Teambacker Tailgating 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Student 
Tailgating 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., designated areas in Parking Lot E 
 
Golden Eagle Homecoming Football Game vs. Augustana, Saturday, September 29 – 1 p.m., Ed Widseth Field 
(gate admission applies to non-students) 
 
1968/1969 50th Reunion Party, Saturday, September 29 – 7 p.m. (with Class Photo at 7:30 p.m.), Irishman’s 
Shanty, 1501 S. Main, Crookston 
 

------------ 
For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week, visit UMC Today at 
www.crk.umn.edu/today, or review UMC’s news page at www.crk.umn.edu/news. 
Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief, an online weekly internal news digest, at 
http://brief.umn.edu/. 

http://www.crk.umn.edu/today
http://www.crk.umn.edu/news
http://brief.umn.edu/


Student Stories 
 

Last fall Ethan Johnson started thinking about law school. This fall, he 
took the entrance exam and is applying for gap year employment. 
Johnson, a senior double major in Business Management and 
Communication, always thinks ahead. If academics, playing varsity golf 
for the Golden Eagles, and managing officials for intramurals on campus 
wasn’t enough for the conscientious senior, Johnson serves as the 
representative to the U of M Student Senate Consultative Committee 
(SSCC). He meets monthly with representatives from the system 

campuses to go over resolutions and determine which of them need to go to the Student Senate. Learn more 
at www.crk.umn.edu/news/senior-ethan-johnson. 
 
 

Jeremy Neuman, a senior from Andover, Minn., majoring in Sport & 
Recreation Management, tells about his experiences attending the 
Crookston campus and his impressions of the major, a related 
internship, the campus, and its faculty as well as the overall culture of 
Crookston in a new video produced for University Relations by student 
intern and Communication major Austin Sommerfeld. View the video 
online at https://youtu.be/gIHn2Yr4rQs.  
 

 
 

Online student Amber Oestreich is an overachiever. She holds two jobs, is pursuing her 
B.S. in International Business, and recently fit in a study abroad trip to South Africa. She 
shares how she juggles her responsibilities and what her future may hold.  
Learn more at https://online.umn.edu/global-go-getter.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Faculty/Staff Arrivals, Transitions, and Departures 
 

Michelle Christopherson will serve as the U of M Crookston’s director of outreach and 
engagement and has transitioned out of the role of director of admissions. This change 
in responsibilities supports the chancellor’s strategic initiative for the Crookston campus 
to refocus on its land grant mission and to highlight the engagement and outreach aspects 
of that mission within the region. The change is effective as of August 29, and 
Christopherson will continue to report to Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause. Christopherson 
holds an M.A. in education, curriculum and instruction from the University of St. Thomas 
in St. Paul, Minn., and a B.S. in mass communication from Minnesota State University, 

Moorhead. Most recently, she served as UMC’s director of admissions including international, on-campus, and 
online recruitment. Prior to that, she served as the director of the Center for Adult Learning.  Her office is in 
108B Selvig Hall and her new phone number is ext. 8369. 
 

http://www.crk.umn.edu/news/senior-ethan-johnson
https://youtu.be/gIHn2Yr4rQs
https://online.umn.edu/global-go-getter


Elizabeth Tollefson will serve as interim director of communications and public relations 
beginning on September 12. Having worked closely with Andrew Svec for a number of 
years, she will help give University Relations stability and provide leadership as interim. 
She has been a staff member since 1998, working in the Library, Development & Alumni 
Relations, and, since 2006, with University Relations. She holds a master’s degree in 
educational leadership from the University of North Dakota and her bachelor’s degree is 
from the University of Minnesota Crookston in Scientific & Technical Communication. Her 
new office will be 117 Kiehle and new phone number will be ext. 8438 as well as her 

current number at ext. 8432. 
 

Betsy Ferwerda has been hired as an assistant librarian in the UMC Library. She holds a 
Master of Library and Information Science with a concentration in school library media 
specialty from Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and a bachelor’s degree in 
history from North Dakota State University in Fargo. She has served as a branch manager 
for the James River Valley Library System in Jamestown, North Dakota, and as a librarian 
for Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. She began her responsibilities at the 
UMC Library on September 4, and she will be working with cataloging and electronic 
resources.  

 
On Wednesday, September 5, the campus community recognized staff member Tom 
Feiro for his service to the campus over the past four decades. We wish Tom all the best 
for a happy retirement. View photos from the reception in a Facebook gallery at 
www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10157683533459128&type=1&l=1f404b1aa5. 
 
 
  
 
The Office of Development & Alumni Relations along with the rest of the campus 
community celebrated the countless contributions of staff member Sue Noss Dwyer on 
Thursday, September 6. She is retiring after 38 years of service to the University of 
Minnesota Crookston. Congratulations, Sue. 
 
 
 
Around Campus 
 
Administrative Affairs – 
 
On Monday, September 17, the University of Minnesota Presidential Search Advisory Committee, chaired by 
Regent Abdul Omari, will hold four listening sessions on the Crookston campus. This is an opportunity to 
provide the committee with input on the qualities members of the Crookston campus and local community 
find important for the next U of M president to possess. The listening sessions are divided by group to allow 
each session to focus on that group's specific input. Feedback will help the search committee shape the 
presidential profile that will be used to recruit and screen candidates.  
 
See schedule on next page… 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10157683533459128&type=1&l=1f404b1aa5


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Academic Affairs – 
 
The chancellor’s new initiative, Own Your Future, launches Tuesday, September 18, with the first of three 
90-minute sessions focused on helping students enhance their financial literacy. These sessions are designed 
to help students build their knowledge and skills and to empower them to manage their financial resources 
while in college and throughout their lifetime. Each of the three sessions will focus on different topics. All 
students are encouraged to attend the three sessions and take ownership of their financial futures. 
 

Session Dates  Times Locations 

1 Tuesday, September 18, 2018 
Choose from one 
of the two 
sessions: 

12:15 – 1:45 p.m. Bede A/B 
Repeat Session: 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Evergreen 
Classroom 

2 Tuesday, October 23, 2018 
Choose from one 
of the two 
sessions: 

12:15 – 1:45 p.m. Bede A/B 
Repeat Session: 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Evergreen 
Classroom 

3 Tuesday, December 4, 2018 
Choose from one 
of the two 
sessions: 

12:15 – 1:45 p.m. Bede A/B 
Repeat Session: 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Kiehle 
Auditorium 

 

Students who attend all three sessions will be eligible for prizes (Amazon Fire 10 HD; Amazon Echo Dot; $75 
Amazon Gift Card; $25 Gift Cards to Hong's Chinese Restaurant, Walmart, Widman's Candy; Esusu Swag, and 
more).  Refreshments will be provided. The initiative is in partnership with Esusu, a company co-created by 
alumnus Wemimo Abbey 2013 (see the item under the Development & Alumni Relations section later in this 
document). 
 
 
Student Affairs –  
 

The Music on Monday Series will feature Dallas Indie pop duo 
D and Chi on Monday, September 17, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Northern Lights Lounge of the Sargeant Student Center. 
The two are taking what they learned on the streets of the 
Bishop Arts District to the world and playing acoustic song.  A 
hot beverage bar featuring tea, coffee, and hot chocolate will be 
provided. The event is free and sponsored by Golden Eagle 
Entertainment. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 – CROOKSTON CAMPUS 
Presidential Search Advisory Committee Listening Sessions 

Location:    Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Regent Omari meeting with Chancellor Holz-Clause, 107 Selvig Hall 

11:30 – 12:15 p.m. Lunch available for committee members  

12:30 – 1:15 p.m.  Listening Session: Staff  

1:30 – 2:15 p.m.  Listening Session: Faculty  

2:30 – 3:15 p.m. Listening Session: Students  

3:30 – 4:15 p.m.  Listening Session: Alumni & community members  



Thursday Commons will feature "Refuse to Lose - Four Ways to Become a Guaranteed 
Student Success Story" by speaker Odell Bizzell (right) on Thursday, September 20, 
from 12:15 to 1:45 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. The event is free 
and open to all. Refreshments will be served. Odell Bizzell is a blogger, speaker, author, 
and entrepreneur. He discusses the intersection of leadership and diversity and how to 
become more effective leaders in a diverse world. Co-sponsored by Diversity & 
Multicultural Programs; Student Activities; Business Department; Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Department; Math, Science & Technology Department; Liberal Arts & 
Education Department; Concerts & Lectures, and the Coca-Cola Beverage Grant.   
 
 
UMC Homecoming is set for September 29 through 30.  
A series of events and activities is planned for the campus 
and community. Highlights include the following: 
 
Wednesday, September 26 

• UMC’s Got Talent Competition, 7 p.m., Kiehle 
Auditorium 
 

Thursday, September 27 
• Powderpuff Football Game, 12:30 p.m. on the 

Campus Mall 
• Golf Tournament, 4 to 7 p.m., Minakwa Golf Club 
• Spirit Rally and Coronation, 7 p.m., Kiehle 

Auditorium 
 

Friday, September 28 
• Women’s Soccer vs. SW MN State, 3 p.m., UMC 

Soccer Field 
• Alumni Awards Celebration Banquet, 5:30 p.m., 

Bede Ballroom 
• Volleyball vs. Southwest MN State, 6 p.m., Lysaker Gym 
• Bonfire, 8:30 p.m., Parking Lot D 
• Alumni Social,  9 p.m., Draft Sports Bar & Grill 

 

Saturday, September 29 
• Baseball Pressbox Dedication, 9 a.m., UMC Baseball Field, alumni baseball game to follow 
• Tailgating sponsored by Teambackers, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Parking Lot E 
• Student Tailgate, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Parking Lot E 
• Football vs. Augustana, 1 p.m., Ed Widseth Field 
• Volleyball vs Sioux Falls, 4 p.m., Lysaker Gymnasium 
• Alumni Social, 4 to 8 p.m., Crookston Inn 
• 1968/1969 50th Reunion Party, 7 p.m., class photo at 7:30 p.m., Irishman’s Shanty 

 

Sunday, September 30 
• Alumni Softball Game, 9 a.m.,  
• Women’s Soccer vs. Univ. of Sioux Falls, 1 p.m., Soccer Field 

 
For the full schedule of Homecoming events, visit www.crk.umn.edu/homecoming. 
 
 

http://www.crk.umn.edu/homecoming


Business Affairs – 
 

The University of Minnesota System is transitioning away from paper 
reimbursement forms to an online reimbursement system called Chrome 
River. UMC employees who travel or who approve travel for business and 
recruitment purposes should plan to attend one of the training sessions 
scheduled for Thursday, September 13, in the Peterson Classroom of 
Heritage Hall. Hour-long sessions will be offered at 9:30 a.m. (focus on 
athletics travel), 10:30 a.m., 1 p.m., and 2 p.m. The Business Office will be 

closed until 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, September 13, to allow staff members to attend this training. Faculty and 
staff who travel on University business should also submit a completed application for the new UTravel card. 
Contact Tricia Sanders with any questions at sand0803@umn.edu or 218-281-8326. 
 
 
Admissions – 
 
With Michelle Christopherson’s new responsibilities as director of outreach and engagement, the Office of 
Admissions will be served by existing admissions staff members Janessa Quanrud, assistant director for 
undergraduate recruitment, and Jessica Hanson, assistant director for communication, marketing, and 
operations. Quanrud holds a B.S. in Marketing from the U of M Crookston and an MBA from the University of 
South Dakota. Hanson earned a management degree from St. Cloud State and is currently working toward a 
master’s degree in education from the U of M Duluth. The chancellor has asked the two to work with Vice 
Chancellor John Hoffman to continue the ongoing work of creating a more seamless and comprehensive 
enrollment management experience for all students. 
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston will host a Minnesota Education Fair on Tuesday, September 18, 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. in the UMC Wellness Center. More than 15 area high schools have been invited, and 56 
colleges and universities have indicated they will attend. 

 
U of M Crookston Office of Admissions staff members are scheduled at the following high schools, 2-year 
colleges, and events for recruitment purposes. 
 

September 10 –  ND Education Fair – Bismarck Century HS 
 ND Education Fair – Bismarck Legacy HS 
 ND Education Fair – Bismarck State College 
September 11-14 – Itasca Community College, Hibbing Community College, Lake Superior College, Vemillion Community 

College, Fond du Lac Community College 
September 11 –  ND Education Fair – Beulah High School 
 ND Education Fair – Dickinson State University 

 System Recruitment Event – Rochester MN 
 MN Education Fair – Mesabi Range College 
 MN Education Fair – Grand Rapids HS 
September 12 –  MN Education Fair – St. Scholastica 
 ND Education Fair – Williston State University 
 ND Education Fair – Minot High – Magic City Campus 
 MN Education Fair – St. Francis HS 
 System Recruitment Event – Duluth, MN 
September 13 –  ND Education Fair – Minot State University Dome 
 MN Education Fair – Cambridge-Isanti HS 
 MN Education Fair – Forest Lake HS 
September 14 –  MN Education Fair – Pine City Tech (Pine City Civic Center) 
September 14-16 – MN State 4H Horse Show – St. Paul MN (State Fair Grounds)                continued 

 

mailto:sand0803@umn.edu


September 17 –  Sioux Falls Washington High School Career Night (Sioux Falls, SD) 
 ND Education Fair – Scheel’s Arena, Fargo, ND 
 ND Education Fair – NDSCS (Wahpeton, ND) 
 Treknorth High School 

 Voyageurs Expeditionary HS 
 Bemidji High School 

 Bagley High SChool 
September 18 –  Clearbrook-Gonvik High School 
 Kelliher Public School 
 Northome School 
 Blackduck High School 
 ND Education Fair – Oakes High School 
 ND Education Fair – Valley City: Hi-Liner Activity Center 
 SD Education Fair - South Dakota State University (Brookings, SD) 
September 19 –  ND Education Fair – Jamestown High School 

  ND Education Fair – Lake Region College 
 MN Education Fair – Bemidji 
 MN Education Fair – Wadena 
 SD Education Fair - Augustana University (Sioux Falls, SD) 
September 20 –  ND Education Fair – Grafton High School 
 ND Education Fair – Mayville State University 
 SD Education Fair - University of South Dakota (Vermillion, SD) 
 MN Education Fair – Central Lakes College (Brainerd, MN)  
 MN Education Fair – Alexandria 
 Walker-Hackensack-Akeley HS 
 Cass Lake Bena High School 
September 21 –  ND Education Fair – Red River High School 
September 24 -  MN Education Fair - University of Minnesota Morris (Morris, MN) 
 MN Education Fair - Ridgewater College (Willmar, MN) 
September 25 –  Marshall School 
 Harbor City International School 
 Duluth East High School 
 MN Education Fair – College of St. Ben’s/St. Johns (St. Joseph) 
 System Recruitment Event – White Bear Lake 
September 26 –  System Recruitment Event – White Bear Lake 
 MN Education Fair – Dassel Cokato HS 
 MN Education Fair – Elk River HS 
 Proctor Senior High School 
 Lincoln High School 
October 1 –  MN Education Fair – Southwest Minnesota State University 
 MN Education Fair – Pipestone Area HS 
 SD Education Fair - Lake Area Technical College (Watertown, SD) 
 Wisconsin Education Fair – WI Rapids 
October 2 –  Wisconsin Education Fair – Platteville 
 MN Education Fair – Fairmont HS 
 MN Education Fair – Minnesota State University Mankato 
 SD Education Fair - Dakota Wesleyen University (Mitchell, SD) 

 
Library– 
 
The UMC Library recently added a streaming video collection, the Master 
Academic Collection from Films on Demand, to its list of databases. This 
collection contains over 26,000 films from over 900 categories. These films are 
available for use in the classroom and for online classes as well.  
The following link goes to the database and its contents:  

http://libproxy.umcrookston.edu/login?url=http://fod.infobase.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?wid=150503  
Access to this collection requires UMC login and password. 

http://libproxy.umcrookston.edu/login?url=http://fod.infobase.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?wid=150503


Development & Alumni Relations – 
 

Learn how alumnus Wemimo Abbey 2013 is making a difference through the Esusu 
financial literacy project, “Own Your Future,” a pilot program he is bringing to his alma 
mater, the U of M Crookston. Learn more in this feature by Leezel Tanglao for Minnesota 
Public Radio: www.mprnews.org/story/2018/09/04/college-financing-app-immigrants-
wemimo-abbey-minnesota.  
 
 
 

 
 
University Relations –  
 
To ensure consistency in representing the University of Minnesota Crookston while staff members develop 
individual and unit messages, U of M Crookston University Relations has compiled a set of guidelines for 
writing style, including campus-specific name information and a number of new U of M System style 
guidelines. Refer to www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-relations/writing-style-guide-publications-and-
advertising. 
 
Need official U of M nametags? Nametags are printed only at the U of M Twin Cities Sign Shop on Fridays. The 
following staff members can order official U of M branded nametags.  
 

• Agriculture & Natural Resources Department:  Leah Stroot 
• Athletics:  Ashley Brekken 
• Business Department:  Jana Brekken 
• Liberal Arts & Education Department:  Michelle Beeghly 
• Math, Science & Technology Department:  Molly Ramey 
• Residential Life:  Matthew Peterson 
• Student Affairs:  Debi Chandler 
• UMC Printing & Design:  Patti Tiedemann  

 
 
Athletics – 
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston will host its home opening women’s soccer match on Sunday, 
September 16, at 1 p.m. at the UMC Soccer Field. The Golden Eagles will face the St. Cloud State Huskies in an 
NSIC conference game. 
 
 
Accolades & Achievements  
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston has been ranked one of the best in the latest rankings from 
U.S.News released on Monday, September 10. In the category Midwest Top Public Regional Colleges for 
2019, the U of M Crookston ranked in the number two spot. UMC has ranked in the top 3 consecutively for 22 
years. The Top Public Baccalaureate Colleges category is comprised of institutions focused on undergraduate 
education and offering a range of degree programs but granting fewer than 50 percent of their degrees in the 
liberal arts. To view the list, visit www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings/regional-colleges/top-public. 

http://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/09/04/college-financing-app-immigrants-wemimo-abbey-minnesota
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/09/04/college-financing-app-immigrants-wemimo-abbey-minnesota
http://www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-relations/writing-style-guide-publications-and-advertising
http://www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-relations/writing-style-guide-publications-and-advertising
http://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings/regional-colleges/top-public


The University of Minnesota Crookston has been ranked among the top 100 
Baccalaureate Colleges in the U.S. by Washington Monthly in its 2018 College 
Guide. Washington Monthly touts its college rankings as an alternative to those 
done by other organizations in that the focus is on outcomes, and it uses three 
evaluative data pillars in its methodology: social mobility, research, and public 
service. The publication includes higher education institutions in four distinctive 
categories: National Universities, Liberal Arts Colleges, Master’s Universities, and 
Baccalaureate Colleges. Each category includes both public and private institutions. 
The U of M Crookston came in at #85 (its highest ranking to date) in its category, 
Baccalaureate Colleges, and it is the only Minnesota college in the top 100 on that 
list. View Washington Monthly’s full “2018 Rankings -- Baccalaureate Colleges” list at 

https://washingtonmonthly.com/2018college-guide?ranking=2018-rankings-baccalaureate-colleges (click on 
the page 5 button). 
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston is ranked among the “Top Public Universities in 
Minnesota” (at number 4) for 2019 by Niche, an online educational resource. The resource 
also lists UMC at #1 among the "Safest College Campuses in Minnesota," among the top 
12 “Best Colleges in Minnesota,” and among the top 7 “Best Online Colleges in America.” 
UMC was also among the top 4 colleges having the “Best College Dorms in Minnesota.” 
See all the lists at www.niche.com/colleges/university-of-minnesota---crookston/rankings.  
 

Rutherford Johnson, Ph.D., lecturer, Business Department, has been appointed as general 
conference chair of the West East Institute, an international academic collaborative 
organization, and also editor-in-chief of the Journal of WEI Business and Economics, which 
is one of the two journals of the West East Institute. It is a five year appointment 
renewable thereafter.  The assignment involves chairing some of the conferences held by 
the WEI in the U.S. and around the world, appointing advisory and scientific committees 
for conferences, and advising conference and organizational staff regarding conferences. 
 

 
Research, Publications, Presentations & Conferences 
 

Allison Haas (far left), coordinator, Writing Center, and Maddy Witt 
(left), senior honors student and writing tutor, will be attending the 
International Writing Centers Association's Annual Conference 
October 10-13 in Atlanta, Georgia. The two will present their findings 
from a pilot project on the Comp 1000 Writing Lab at the conference. 
 
 
 

 
 

Stacie Varnson, director, Academic Success Center, will present "Tips, Tricks and Tech:  
Rev up your Online Tutoring Program" at the National Association of Collegiate Learning 
Center's Annual Conference October 2-5 in Niagara Falls, New York. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://washingtonmonthly.com/2018college-guide?ranking=2018-rankings-baccalaureate-colleges
http://www.niche.com/colleges/university-of-minnesota---crookston/rankings


Campus & Community 
 

The UMC Jazz Band will perform as part of the Greenway Takeover Festival on 
Thursday, September 13, at 6 p.m., downtown Grand Forks, N.D. (2nd Ave. N. 
and North 3rd St., directly behind the Toasted Frog restaurant). Members of the 
campus community are encouraged to wear their maroon and gold and attend 
this event in the spirit of UMC pride. The event is free and open to the public 
and will take place rain or shine. Photo ID is required for 21+ wristband. Learn 
more at www.greenwaytakeover.com.  
 

 
Editor’s note by Andrew Svec, outgoing director of communications, public relations and marketing: 
 

This is my final edition of the U of M Crookston E-Update. My 24+year career here at the 
University of Minnesota Crookston has been a great experience. I see somewhat of a 
parallel between my life and this campus. UMC opened its doors as a college in September 
of 1966, and I was born in October of 1966. In the time since, just like this campus, I have 
grown both personally and professionally, gained confidence, and evolved.  Since 1966, 
UMC has also grown and evolved from a high school (the Northwest School of 
Agriculture), to at 2-year technical institute/college, to a 4-year baccalaureate university. 
While I’ve been employed at UMC I’ve seen much growth and innumerable positive 

changes. I’m so very proud to have been associated with this university and the U of M System. I’m confident 
this campus will continue to become its “best self,” just as I hope to continue to do. As I move on to new 
responsibilities and challenges in Seattle, I wish everyone on this campus and in the larger community of 
Crookston the very best moving forward. Cheers! 
 
 
 
*********************  
Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of Minnesota Crookston approximately twice each 
month except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published only once.  Issues are posted online at www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-
relations/campus-e-update. If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The 
University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 

http://www.greenwaytakeover.com/
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