
 
 

Meeting​ ​of: 

 

The​ ​Student​ ​Senate 

 
Thursday,​ September 18,​ ​2025 

 

1.​ Call to Order 

Chair,  Dominic Scavullo called the meeting to order. 

 

2.​ Student Senate Internal Committee (Discussion) 

Chase Krug introduced the Student Senate Internal Committee's bill to formalize last 

year's informal working groups into structured committee structures with associated 

procedures. Krug stated this change was to streamline the process and use at-large 

positions for recruitment. The new committees were based on consolidating some 

working groups and removing others deemed duplicative of other University Senate 

committees. 

 

Sam Schmal, SSCC representative from Duluth, asked about the committee topics. 

Krug explained that the new structure largely renames or combines groups based on 

discussions with former Chair Aremu and Vice Chair Fiegel. Notable changes include 

elevating the Student Basic Needs Committee from a working group to a full committee, 

and making the Student Senate Chronicle a full committee under the Student 

Engagement Committee. 
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Anna Manshack, the ranking senator from the University of Minnesota Duluth campus, 

requested context on the change for new senators. Krug explained that the informal 

nature of working groups, with their "somewhat nebulous structure," made it difficult for 

their legislative work—such as writing bills and advocating for institutional policy 

changes—to continue after a term ended. The formal committee structure aims to 

ensure institutional knowledge remains and allows for continued work on long-term 

advocacy priorities, arguing that the working group model wasn't well-suited for the 

university. 

 

The Student Senate was instructed to watch for an email to schedule a vote on the bill. 

 

3.​ Assembly/Association Updates (Information) 

Schmal from Duluth reported that freshman representative elections were starting the 

following Monday/Tuesday with a good number of applicants (around 13 finished 

applications). They currently have only one open senator position. Schmal noted that 

Manshack and Andy Kornitz stepped into the Vice Chair and Ranking Center positions, 

and the full board would total about 42 people, including graduate student 

representatives. Sam also mentioned Chancellor Nese's inauguration and that the 

campus saw its biggest incoming class. 

 

No representatives from Rochester or Morris were present. 

 

Krug updated for COGS (Council of Graduate Students), stating they attended the 

RSGA event with Student Affairs to discuss basic advocacy priorities. COGS also 

discussed expanding UMN advocates and aiming for a legislative hearing at the state 

capitol. COGS planned to meet in the General Assembly the next week to approve a 

draft advocacy priorities list. 

 

Hailee Eidelbes from Crookston reported that freshmen were settling in and 

homecoming was approaching. Crookston had two open positions on its executive 
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board, and Idlebyes was working to open two more positions on the student senate's 

executive board. 

 

The representative from Undergrad Student Government was not present. Munira 

Alimire from Professional Student Government (PSG) stated they held their first meeting 

the previous week to set priorities and figure out roles. 

 

The Vice Chair, Kornitz, concluded by reporting that the only Senate that had met so far 

was the University Senate Consultative Committee. The P&A Consultative Committee 

was scheduled for later that day, and he would provide a full update at the next meeting. 

 

4.​ Student Senate/Student Senate Consultative Committee Chair Report 

(Information) 

Scavullo outlined the major goals for the year: primarily increasing accessibility and 

visibility to students on all five campuses. This goal is planned to be achieved through 

the Student Engagement Committee and Krug's new bill, which will be tasked with 

running things like the Student Senate Chronicle, conducting outreach on each campus, 

and sponsoring an event for U of M Day at the State Capitol. 

 

Scavullo also reported on the status of the Student Senate's relationships, stating that 

the relationship with the president's office has remained strong. The leadership team 

met multiple times with Jamie Larson, one of the president's chiefs of staff, over the 

summer. Scavullo and Kornitz also met with President Cunningham. 

 

From the meeting with Cunningham, the Senate received updates on the athletic fee for 

the Twin Cities campus. The administration clarified that the fee has Big Ten precedent 

and that the Twin Cities campus was one of only two Big Ten universities without one. 

Athletic fees have been in place for years at campuses like Duluth and Crookston. The 

fee was introduced because changing budgetary landscapes made it no longer feasible 

to avoid it, despite a lack of a robust consultative process beforehand. 
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Also from the meeting with Cunningham, they discussed enrollment. Due to declining 

birth rates and high school enrollment, the university is conducting an enrollment study. 

Cunningham expects to see enrollment drop-offs in system campuses such as Morris, 

Crookston, and Rochester, but does not anticipate significant changes to the Twin Cities 

or Duluth's enrollment. 

 

In the Q&A section, a student named Eidelbees asked if the enrollment drop-off and 

potential budget cuts would affect current students. Scavullo responded that campus 

chancellors would be conducting a study on the financial landscape of their individual 

campus, trying to save programs, but that budgetary cuts may be unavoidable. The 

Senate's goal would then shift to ensuring affected students still have resources. 

Another student, Jolyne Blust from the College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities , asked about 

the enrollment study's timeline. Scavullo stated that the study was recently undertaken 

and that they would follow up at their spring semester meeting with Cunningham. 

 

5.​ Old Business 

There was no old business. 

 

6.​ New Business 

Impact of Strike and Financial Challenges on UMN Campuses 

Eidelbees asked the Student Senate body how the fallout from a recent strike and the 

university's deepening financial challenges has impacted their campus or student body. 

 

Eidelbees began by detailing the strike's impact on the Crookston campus, noting 

significant disruptions to student life. Dining services operated on reduced hours, the 

convenience store was closed, and staff shortages caused issues with heating, 

maintenance, and student accommodations. Crucially, Eidelbees reported that the lack 

of security during the crisis left students feeling uneasy, though business had since 

returned to normal. 

4 



 

The discussion then shifted to long-term financial stability. Omobolanle O Agboola 

(Mobby), from the School of Nursing, questioned the goal of a planned enrollment 

drop-off study, specifically whether the university planned to offer fee reductions to 

dropping students. Scavullo explained the study was twofold: first, to mitigate drop-offs 

through outreach, and second, to prepare for potential program cuts if enrollment did 

not stabilize. Scavullo noted that President Cunningham reluctantly raised tuition to 

prevent significant program elimination. Krug provided context, stating that state 

legislative funding had plummeted from roughly 40% to 17% of the budget over 30 

years, forcing reliance on tuition. Krug linked this to an urgent need to prepare for an 

"enrollment cliff," confirming Cunningham's strategy was to reduce the university's 

scope, referencing the Morris campus's enrollment decline and the historical closure of 

the Waseca campus. Krug later clarified that a previous Board of Regents opposed 

tuition freezes, as freezing tuition without increased revenue would require program 

cuts. 

 

Alimire broadened the discussion by suggesting that limits on graduate loans could be 

deterring enrollment and advocated for attracting transfer students. Alimire also 

stressed that struggles like food insecurity impacted student well-being. Scavullo 

acknowledged this, citing a student government effort by Riley, Ethan, and Fatima to 

establish an affordable grocery store near the Twin Cities campus. Scavullo also shared 

figures that approximately 50% of students graduated without debt, and the median 

debt for those with loans was $20,000. Finally, Scavullo confirmed that all university 

staff had received a 3% inflation adjustment to their pay, with potential for an additional 

1% merit increase, and that they planned to follow up with Jamie Larson about a 

possible partial rebate on meal plans for the five days affected by the strike. 

 

Internal Committees 

Krug asked the assembly to consider the internal committees, noting there wasn't much 

prior discussion or contention. A motion was made by Krug to take up the internal 
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committees as new business and was seconded. Krug mentioned that taking it up 

immediately required a two-thirds vote. 

 

Manshack asked if members had reviewed the document thoroughly or needed more 

time. Scavullo cautioned that a "no" vote to take it up now was a chance to review the 

bill further before its inevitable revisit. Scavullo also indicated a desire to see the 

committees up and running as soon as possible and even suggested a special session 

might be called to vote on it after it passes through the consultative committee. 

 

Donovan Lura chimed in, confirming that they had quorum and referred to the document 

as a "bill" or a "supplemental document" for the Senate, noting it wasn't a formal 

resolution. Lura then set up a poll for the motion to add the bill to the agenda for action. 

Lura clarified the vote was only for voting members. 

 

The results of the poll were 21 "yes" in favor of putting it on the docket and 4 "no". 

Scavullo confirmed that the two-thirds requirement was met at 20 votes, and therefore, 

the motion to add the bill was adopted. 

 

Following the bill's adoption onto the docket, Krug stated that they could proceed 

directly to a vote on the motion to adopt the governing document if there was no further 

discussion. Seeing no discussion, the presiding officer proceeded to a vote. Krug 

moved for unanimous consent , which was seconded by the presiding officer and 

Adebowale Adeyemi. With no objection, the motion was adopted, and the internal 

committee's bill was passed. 

 

7.​ Adjournment 

Hearing no other business, Scavullo adjourned the meeting.  

 

Donovan Lura 

University Senate Office 
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