Sources for ACM History:
What, Where, Why

ACM has developed a rich and varied history over ils first six
decades. Preserving that history in an open and plentiful archive
1o key to helping future historians tell the ACM story.

By THOMAS HAIGH,
ELISABETH KAPLAN,
and CARRIE SEIB

he history of ACM cannot be separated from
historical investigation of broader topics, such
as computer science, scientific computing, the
use of computers in business, and the devel-
opment of information technology occupa-
tions. The history of computing—an
interdisciplinary field including all these
areas—has been studied by scholars since the

1970s and has now accumulated a rich and
_ diverse literature. Historians of computing are
represented by the Special Interest Group on
Computers, Information and Society of the Society for the History of Technol-
ogy (SHOT SIGCIS). Research in the field is published in /EEE Annals of the
History of Computing and in journals devoted to the history of science, technol-

ogy, and business.
Several comprehensive introductions to the history of computing for a
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