






































































































































































































































































































Minnesota Initiative Funds: 
Central 
Northeast 
Northwest 
Southeast 
Southwest 
West Central 

(612) 632-2905 
(218) 726-4740 
(218) 759-2057 
(507) 455-3215 or 1-800-247-1396 
(612) 564-3060 or 1-800-247-3060 
(218) 739-2239 

Minnesota Regional Development Commissions: 

Northwest ( 1) 
Headwaters ( 2) 
Arrowhead ( 3) 
Region 5 
Mid-Minnesota (6E) 
Upper Minnesota Valley (6W) 
East Central (7E) 
Southwest ( 8) 
Region 9 

(218) 681-2637 
(218) 751-3108 
(218) 722-5545 or 1-800-232-0707 
(218) 894-3233 
(612) 235-8504 
(612) 289-1981 or 1-800-752-1983 
( 612) 679-4065 
( 507) 836-8547 
( 507) 387-5643 or 1-800-722-8389 

Community Development Corporations: 

Region 2 
Western 5 
Fairview . 
Whittier 
Seward Redesign 
Southeastern MN 
Cuyuna Range 
Mille Lacs 
Phillips 
West Bank 
Arrowhead 
Northside Residents 
Keewatin 
Pope County 

(218) 751-7599 
( 507) 223-7295 
(612) 521-3982 
(612) 871-7756 
(612) 338-8729 
( 507) 8_64-7557 
(218) 546-8318 
(612) 532-41-H 
(612) 871-2435 
(612) 332-6910 
(218) 749-2912 
( 612) 348-6326 
(218) 778-6458 
(612) 634-5301 
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Section II 

The Community Development Application Process 

rr Community Development Application provides a unique opportu~ity for applirnm .J... ~: apply for and receive Community Development assistance in a new and innovarivc 
way. With this application, the initial expression of a community's interest need not be 
expensivt" or time-consuming. And it makes specialized technical assistance availabk 
throughout the entire process. 

The Process 

1. Complete the application in this brochure, and return it to the Community Dl.'.vdopml.'.nt 
Office. Based on the information you provide, a project rcvil.'.w team will detamini.: 
which Community Development program, or combination of progr:ims, can bl.'.st 1111.'.l.'.t 
your needs. 

2. You will be advised how to make your projects eligible or competitive. 

3. You will be provided a program manual(s) and a forms package, composed of proji:l"t· 
specific supporting materials, that you will need to complete and return to continue the 
processing of your application. 

4. Or, you will receive information on other types of funding sources ( such as federal, i:tc. ) 
that m:iy better assist your project( s ). 

THIS IS NOT A GUARANTEE OF FUNDING. 

However, you will know up front: 

• which Community Development program(s) can best assist your overall needs; 

• if your project( s) are eligible or how to make them eligible; 

• the competitive nature of your project( s) :ind how to imp row it; 

• other sources of financing available to you if your project( s) c:innor qualify or compete 
for funding. 
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Completing the Community Development Application 

The Community Development Application is completed in two parts. To complete the first 
part contained in this manual: 

1. Look around your community. What would enhance your community, making it a better 
place to live, work and play? Are there community needs that cannot be mer entirely 
through local funds or private resources_? Some of these needs may be eligible for 
assistance from Community Development through the programs it administers. 

2. Review section III of this application manual. It describes generally the kinds of activities 
or projects that are fundable or can compete for funding. ( More complete descriptions .:an 
be found in Enhance Minnesota and Resource Minnesota. These manuals are avaibbk 
from the Community Development Office. ALL applicants are encouraged to review these 
documents before submitting a Community Development Application. ) 

3. Complete the Community Development Application contained in this manual. To do this, 
you will need to: generally describe what you want to do for each proposed project ( i.e. the 
improvements you want to make) including an estimate of the Community Development 
funds that would be requested for each project, answer general questions about each 
proposed project, and describe the overall needs within the community. 

Return the completed forms to the Community Development Division at the Minnesota 
Department of Trade and Economic Development. The information you provide will be 
evaluated, and you will be invited to the Community Development Division for a meeting with 
a project· review team. 

Questions? Call our toll free number, 1-800-657-3502. Ask for the Community Development 
Application coordinator. 
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Section III 

Available Assistance 

C ommunity Development programs administered by the Community Development 
Division include: 

• Small Cities Development Program 
• Economic Development Grant Program 
• Opportunities Minnesota, Inc. (OMNI)* 
• Outdoor Recreation Grants Program 
• Energy Conservation Investment Loan Program 
• Water Pollution Control Revolving Loan Fund 
• State Independent Grants Program 
• Challenge Grant Program ( through Minnesota Initiative Funds) * 
• Agriculture Resources Program 
• Small Business Development Loan Program 
• Tourism Loan Program 

These programs provide diverse types of assistance to address overall community needs. 
Applications may be made for grants and long-term, low-interest loans co assist: 

1. Improved housing and commercial sectors to provide quality living and working 
conditions for community residents and commercial activities. 

2. Adequate and safe water, sewer and treatment facilities to support residential and 
business needs. 

3. Agricultural and economic development projects to ~ncourage healthier local economies 
and iax bases, and to strengthen and diversify the economic profiles of communities statewide. 

4. Acquiring and developing parks and open spaces to enhance Minnesota's rich heritage of 
natural resources. 

5. Local and regional revolving loan funds for business startups and expansions to stimulate job 
creation, private investment and economic growth. 

6. Upgrading and development of tourism-related businesses to aid Minnesota's hospitality 
industry. 

Through our community-based approach to development, we can continue to help make 
Minnesota's communities truly desirable places to make our homes, raise our families and conduce 
our businesses. 

* Projects referred for funding under these programs, through the single application process, 
will receive and be required to submit a separate application. 

5 

I 
I 
.1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



Section IV 

Application Instructions 

r-r integrated Community Development Application in this manual cm accommodate up -1._ ~; six individual projects from the same applicant. The application has three components: 

1. PROJECT PURPOSE: Briefly describe what you want to do for each proposed project 
including the amount of Community _Development funds you are requesting and how the 
funds will be used. NUMBER EACH PROJECT DESCRIPTION CONSECUTIVELY 
( 1-6 ). You will be asked to respond to questions about each of these projects in the second 
component of this application. Use the same number identifier consistently when 
responding to these questions. 

2. INITIAL PROJECT QUESTIONS: Respond to the questions for each proposed project 
described in the Project Purpose. Place your project number identifier in either the 
Y (Yes) or N (No) fields to indicate your response. 

SAMPLE: Y[I][TIOOOO N0][]OOOO 

3. COMMUNITY NEEDS STATEMENT: 

* Provide a general description of your community's overall needs. Try to be as inclusive as 
possible regarding the types of needs. Your description could include the need for: 
upgraded municipal wastewater treatment facilities, street/ sidewalk improvements, 
improved water quality and availability, sanitary sewer improvements, improved fire and 
police protection, downtown improvements, housing/ commercial rehabilitation, storm 
sewer improvements, park and recreational facilities, industrial development, etc. 

* Also include a description of the specific economic conditions in your community which 
may include: unemployment (long-term, chronic and seasonal), job creation or retention 
opportunities, number of businesses both lost and started in the past three years, 
infrastructure development or improvements needed to support a specific business 
project, emigration due to lack of jobs, and other factors which affect the economic 
climate of your community. 

In preparing the Community Needs Statement, the applicant is encouraged to refer to 
existing planning documents or studies; community-wide or neighborhood surveys; or 
recommendations made by other groups, organizati6ns -or public meetings on the 
general topic of community need. Please reference any of these types of documents used 
in completing this form. (Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

Detach the Community Development Application to complete. Return the original and six 
copies to the Community Development Office at the: 

Minnesota Department of Trade and Economic Development 
Community Development Division 

900 American Center Building 
150 East Kellogg Boulevard 

St. Paul, MN 55101 
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The Community Development Application 

Some advantages of the consolidated, single-application process: 

I. More coordinated, effective utilization of community assistance programs. 

2. The Community Development Application is designed to be user friendly. 

3. Voluminous amoUil{s of documents and infonnation previously required for the community 
assistance programs have been refined and consolidated into one fornis package. 

4. Applicants can apply for more than one grant through the submission of a single Community 
Development Application. Applicants won't have to go through a separate process, incur costs or 
invest time in having applications completed for each and every community need. 

S. The process is divided into two pans. Part one is designed to determine project viability, through one 
or a combination of programs, prior to incurring application related costs and investing considerable 
amounts of time. Pan one also allows the community to complete some basic application 
requirements, but the application is not "ranked" based on the answers to pan one. 

6. Applicants will not be required to detennine which program(s) can best meet their specific needs. 
Applicants will be advised which Community Development program, or combination of programs, 
can best assist their proposed project. 

7. Applications can be submitted year round for the competitive programs (Small Cities Development 
Program and the Outdoor Recreation Program). Previously, applications for these programs could be 
submitted for only 4 months and 2 months respectively during each funding year. The Community 
Development Application will allow more time for project development. 

8. Our competitive programs (Small Cities Development Program and Outdoor Recreation Pro1rram) 
will have an annual review and ranking period from September 1, 1991 through February 1 , 1992. 

In order to compete during this review and ranking period, complete applications (Part 1 and 
Part 2) must be received in our office no later than September 1. 1991 • 

9. The competitive review and ranking period, up to the award of funds, for the Outdoor Recreation 
Program has been reduced from 10 to 5 months. Also, the need for completing and submitting both a 
preliminary application and a final application for this program is eliminated. 

10. Grant awards for the competitive programs (Small Cities Developro.ent Program and the Outdoor 
Recreation Program) will be announced each February allowing for early utilization of the 
construction season. ~ 

11. Applicants will receive extensive technical assistance from project review teams including: 

• advice on how to design their proposed project(s) to make them fundable or more 
competitive, and . 

• financial packaging recommendations for proposed project(s). 

12. Ineligible applicants will receive information on alternative funding assistance (federal, state and 
local) that may better assist proposed project(s). 

13. More emphasis. will be placed on assisting overall community needs rather than on grantsmanship. 
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DNRREGIONS I 
1. 

Region I- Ardon Belcher (218) 755-2265 Region IV- Dave Wolff (507) 354-2196 

Regional Trails and Waterways Regional Trails and Wa1erways 
Supervisor Supervisor 

· 2115 Birchmont Beach Road Box 756 - Highway 15 Soulh 
Northeast New Ulm, Minnesola 56073 

I 
Bemidji, Minnesota 5660 I 

-Area4A: Gregg Soupir (612) 796-6281 

-Area IA: Dick Kimball (218) 755-3972 Area Trails and Walerways 
Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor 
Supervisor P.O. Box457 
2115 Birchmont Beach Road Spicer, Minnesola 56288 
Northeast 
Bemidji, Minnesota 56601 -Area4B: Bob Chance (507) 831-4016 

Area Trails and Waterways 

I 
I 

-Area IB: Bruce Winterfeldt (218) 739-7576 Supervisor 
Area Trails and Waterways Rural Route 2 - Box 245 
Supervisor Windom, Minnesota 56101 I 
1221 Fir Avenue East 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537 -Area4C: Bob Kaul (507) 354-2196 

Area Trails and Waterways 
Region 11- Les Ollila (218) 327-4409 Supervisor 

Regional Trails and Waterways Box 756 - Highway 15 South 
Supervisor New Ulm, Minnesota 56073 
120 I East Highway 2 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota RegionV- Craig Mitchell (507) 285-7176 

55744 Regional Trails and Waterways 

I 
I 

Supervisor 
-Area2A: Bob Moore (218) 327-4408 P.O. Box 6247 

Area Trails and Waterways Rochester, Minnesota 55903 
Supervisor 
120 I East Highway 2 

., 
-Area5A: Joel Wagar (507) 285-7176 

Grand Rapids, Minnesota Area Trails and Waterways 
55744 Supervisor 

P.O. Box 6247 

I 
I . 

-Area 2B: Ron Potter (218) 753-6256 Rochester, Minnesota 55903 
Area Trails and Waterways 
Supervisor -Area5B: Craig Blommer (507) 285-7176 

Box 388 Area Trails and Waterways I 
Tower, Minnesota 55790 Supervisor 

P.O. Box 624 7 
-Area2C: Bruce Highland (218) 834-5238 Rochester, Minnesota 55903 

Area Trails and Waterways 
Supervisor Region VI- Delos Barber (612) 296-3572 

1300 Jiighway 61 East Regional Trails and Waterways 
Two Harbors, Minnesota Supervisor 
55616 1200 Warner Road 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55 I 06 

I 
I 

Region 111- Tim Browning (218) 828-2693 
Regional Trails and Waterways -Area6A: Martha Reger (612) 296-3572 
Supervisor Area Trails and Waterways 
160 I Minnesota Drive Supervisor I 
Brainerd, Minnesota S6401 1200 Warner Road 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106 
-Area 3A: Forrest Boe (218) 828-2690 

Area Trails and Waterways -Area 6B: Larry Killien (612) 296-3572 I 
Supervisor Area Trails and Waterways 
160 I Minnesota Drive Supervisor 
Brainerd, Minnesota 5640 I 1200 Warner Road 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106 
-Area 3B: Scott Schroeder (612) 255-4276 

I 
Area Trails and Waterways 
Supervisor 
3725 - 12th Street North 
Box 370 I 
Saint Cloud, Minnesota 56302 

-Area JC: Kevin Arends (218) 487-1381 
Area Trails and Waterways I 
Supervisor 
Route 2 - 70 I Kenwood 
Moose Lake. Minnesota 55767 I 
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PROGRAM BACKGROUND 

In 1973 the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was delegated the 
responsibility by the Minnesota Legislature to administer a cost-sharing 
program for the development and maintenance of snowmobile and cross­
country ski trails. The goal of this program was the creation and maintenance 
of local trails, at the initiative of local trail organizations and local units 
of government. The state's intent was to offer financial assistance so that 
locally controlled trails could exist where none had before. This program 
was named the "Minnesota Trails Assistance Program," and has become 
popularly known as grants-in-aid or GIA. 

In the initial years of the snowmobile program, development cost accounted 
for most of the program's funding. The program has been, and continues 
to be, involved in providing trail systems where there have not been any 
in the past. However, as in most programs of this nature, the majority of 
the funding is now being allocated to maintenance and grooming of existing 
trail systems. These trails provide connections between state trails, state park 
trails, state forest trails, other GIA trails and local communities. 

The cross-country ski program provides limited funding to trails owned 
and operated by both private trail organizations and lo~al units of government. 
Since the funding base for the ski program is limited, grants are allocated 
with the intent to assist as many trails as possible. This is intended to keep 
the maximum possible number of ski trails operational statewide. 

Trail administration, development and maintenance costs are divided with 
the GIA program paying 65 percent of these costs and the local club or 
sponsor providing the remaining 35 percent. Winter trail grooming costs 
are divided with the GIA program paying 90 percent and the local club 
or sponsor paying l O percent. Record keeping by the local club is required 
in a manner sufficient to aJlow full auditing at all times. 

The DNR has been delegated the responsibility of administering the funds 
appropriated by the legislature for the GIA program. The Department of 
Natural Resources' (DNR) central office in Saint Paul sets program policy 
and guidelines, budgets for program funding and provides for auditing of 
grants. Department of Natural Resources Regional Trails and Waterways 
Supervisors and Area Trails and Waterways Supervisors are responsible for 
reviewing and processing necessary program forms, providing technical 
assistance when requested, monitoring trails for actual performance .of 
reimbursed activities, and conducting informational meetings with local 
organizations. The Area Trails and Waterways Supervisors are the main contact 
for local organizations .. 
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PROGRAM SUMMARY 

Local Units of Government Responsibilities: 
A local unit of government will be identified as 

"sponsor" and could be a county, township or city. The 
sponsor is accountable to the State for expenditures 
charged tu the program. 

Trail user organizations generally enter into 
contracts with the sponsor to physically perform the 
work necessary in developing and maintaining the local 
trail system. The following steps are the most common 
procedure in trail system development through the 
Snowmobile Trails Assistance Program: 
I. A trail user club or organization identifies a 

demand for trails in their area. 
2. The dub or organization submits the necessary 

program forms (refer to page 4 and 6) to the 
sponsor. Sponsorship must be in the form of a 
resolution from the sponsor. 

3. The club and sponsor should enter into an 
agreement that outlines the duties and 
responsibilities of both the sponsor and the club 
if the grant is approved. The sponsor then signs 
the necessary forms and submits the project to the 
DNR for approval. 

4. Upon DNR approval of the project, an agreement 
is sent to the sponsor for authorized original 
signatures. The agreement is then returned to the 
DNR. The sponsor will be notified in writing that 
the agreement has been consummated. Only after 
notification in writing by the DNR can work on 
the project begin. 

Project Funding Priorities: Due to the response to 
the program and co~t of maintaining the present trail 
systems, it is now impossible to approve all of the 
projects now being submitted. The following list 
identities the order in which projects will be approved 
by the DNR: 

·., 

1. The first priority for funding will ht: existing trails 
that are receiving acceptable use and do not require 
rerouting. 

2. The second priority will be trails which will 
connect population centers, recreation and service 
facilities, and which will connect and/or expand 
other trail systems. 

3. The third priority will be new trail systems or 
significant additions to currently funded mileage. 

To ensure a fair, statewide distribution of grants, 
regional factors will be considered in funding new 
trails. These factors include existing use pt:r mile of 
trail, existing trail mileage, ability to hold snow, and 
tourism considerations. Program Forms: 

The following five forms arc listed to identify the 
basic paperwork necessary for the Snowmobile Trails 
Assistance Program: 
I. Application Form: This form is used to expalin 

and provide maintenance funding for trail systems 
already in the Assistance Program. 

2. New Trail Project Proposal Form: This form is 
the instrument for proposing a new trail project 
that has not been funded by this program. 

3. Agreement Form: This form is the legal document 
between the State and sponsor. This document sets 
as.ide funding and identified conditions agreed to 
by both parties. Only after notification in writing 
by the DNR can work on the project begin. 

4. Request for Reimbursement Form: This form is 
submitted as a summation of expenses incurred 
and as the request for payment of allowable 
charges. ~ 

5. Worksheet and Groomer Log Sheet: These sheets 
are submitted with the Request for Reimbursement 
and are the actual time sheets for labor, materials, 
contract services, etc. 



TRAIL MAINTENANCE APPLICATION 
PROCEDURES 

The following procedures must be adhered to if you 
are applying for maintenance funding for an existing 
GIA trail system. An existing GIA trail system is 
defined as a trail system which has previously received 
funding from the Minnesota Trails Assistance Program. 

The following projects are considered maintenance 
trail projects: 
1. Relocating a section of trail currently in the GIA 

Program. 
2. Maintaining a trail currently in the GIA Program. 
3. Winter grooming of a trail system currently in the 

GIA Program. 
A maintenance project will comply with the 

following procedures: 
1. Trail user organizations/clubs must submit 

application forms to the sponsor. 
a. Two (2) copies with original signatures. 
b. Trail map of the existing trail system. 

i. One ( 1) copy. 
11. County highway maps, scale Y2" to 1 mile, 

for snowmobile trails. Maps will be 
provided by the DNR. 

iii. The map must identify where bridges, rest 
areas and parking lots are located. 

iv. The map must identify relationship or 
connection to other trails, if any. 

v. The map must identify relocation areas 
showing old and new alignments. 

vi. The map must identify any major 
maintenance work, dozing, brushing, etc. 

2. The sponsor will submit the above items, along 
with a supporting resolution, to the DNR Area Trail 
sand Waterways Supervisor for review. Upon 
approval of the application, the Area Trails and 
Waterways Supervisor will submit an agreement 
form to the sponsor. The sponsor will then process 
four (4) copies of the form with original signatues 
on each copy and return all copies to the Area 
Trails and Waterways Supervisor. 

3. The DNR will notify the sponsor, in writing: 
a. That the agreement has been executed; and, 
b. The date from which charges are reimbursable. 

NOTE: UNDER NO CONDITION. CAN 
CONSTRUCTION TAKE PLACE ON ANY 
PARCEL OF LAND, PRIVATE OR PUBLIC, 
UNLESS A SIGNED PERMIT HAS BEEN 
SECURED IN THE NAME OF THE 
SPONSOR. 

4. Timetable: 
The schedule set below is designed to help all -

parties involved in the Trails Assistance Program 
in planning trail work and setting up funds so work 
can proceed. 
a. Application: 

These forms must be received by the DNR 
regional office by May 30. 
b. Requests for Reimbursement: 

1. Requests for Reimbursement for summer 
and fall construction or maintenance are 
due no later than December 31. 

ii. Requests for Reimbursement for winter 
grooming must be submitted monthly by 
the calendar months. 

111. ALL REQUESTS FOR 
REIMBURSEMENT MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE DNR. NO LATER 
THAN MAY 30 FOR THAT YEAR'S 
WORK. THE DNR MUST BE NOTIFIED 
IF ANY WORK IS PLANNED FOR THE 
SUMMER MONTHS SINCE 
REMAINING BALANCES AFFECT 
NEXT YEAR'S GRANT. 

c. Payment of Requests for Reimbursement: 
If Requests for Reimbursement are executed 

properly and all necessary signatures and invoices 
are included in the request, the DNR will pay the 
requests. Requests which are submitted improperly 
will be returned for proper execution. 
d. For purposes of more accurately documenting 

reimbursable activities, the following 
information shall be included on all worksheets 
and/or groomer logs: 
i. . The name of equipment operators (all types 

of equipment). 
11. The make and model of all heavy 

equipment and groomers. 
iii. The type of work done. 
1v. The location. 
v. Any labor, equipment time/miles or 

donated supplies and materials shall be 
noted as a donation. 

Additional lines of the worksheet and groomer 
log may be used for each entry, if needed, until 
a revised version is available. 

Invoices for purchased or donated services such 
as equipment rental, supplies and materials 
submitted with Request for Reimbursement Forms 
shall include the following information: 

i. Name of individual or company. 
ii. Date the work was done or materials 

delivered. 
111. Type of equipment and number of hours/ 

miles, or type, of supplies and materials 
purchased. 

iv. Original signature of vendor. 
5. Landowner list with land descriptions (see example 

below) are required by May 30. 
TOWNSHIP (NAME) 
NAME DESCRIPTION 
I. John Doe part of NW /SW Section 12 
2. John Smith part of NW /SW Section 12 
3. Lori And_erson part of SW /SW Section 12 
4. Joyce Johnson part of NW /NW Section 13 
(list all landowners by 'fownship) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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NA-03600-04 (Rev. 6/89) 

DEPARTMENT OF 
INJIISOVtita. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Trail Nawe (PRINT or TYPE) 

Backwoods 
Trail Administrator 

Bob Simo5on 

MINNESOTA TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

APPLICATION 

I Type of Trail 

Snowmobile 
I Trail Mileage 

90 I Trail Administrator Signature 

I Date 
July 6, 1989 

Address (No. & Street, RFD, Box No., City. State, Zip Code) I Work Telephone Number I Home Telephone Number 

127 North Alder Hi 11 Minnesota 53355 (218) 828-2182 (218) 218-2181 

A. Al»41NISTRATION 

Explanation: This funding will be used for office supplies, telephone 
calls, postage, materials, and other costs necessary to comply with 
the Trails Assistance Program. 

B. ACQUISITION Labor Mileage Other 

Explanation: 250.00 100.00 
Fifteen landowner permits need to be acquired due to a short 
realignment around the Hillview Subdivision. 

C. TRAIL RELOCATION L<j.bor Mileage 
Explanation: 1 400.00 350.00 
Five miles of trail must be rerouted to a 
The terrain is generally open fields with 
through woodlots. 

Equipment Materials 

3 000.00 250.00 
change in land ownership. 
roughly ten percent going 

D. TRAIL FACILITIES Labor Mileage Equipment Materials 

700.00 Explanation: I 700 00 200.00 
Three shelters on the northern loop are planned. 

Materials 

Total $ 300.00 ------

Tota 1 $ __ 3~0~0~·~0~0 __ 

Tota 1 S ~5 ~• 0~0~0~·~0~0 __ 

Tota 1 $ 3. 600. 00 

E. TRAIL MAINTENANCE 
Exp 1 anat ion:· 5 0 00 Total $ 4,450.00 
Brushing will be accomplished as indicated 
Also, new signs are needed in many areas. 
dozer is necessary on the Hillview/Valley 
are being designed for use this season. 

on ~he encl~sed f!lap. Sub-Total A - Es 13,650.00 
Trail leveling with a 

section New location signs (GS% st ate CoS t 
• $ 

8,900.00 

F. TRAIL GROOMING (WINTER) 
Total $20,000.00 

Exp 1 anat ion: Grooming will be accomplished ut i 1 i zing a Tucker Sno-Cat 
and Sno-Plane drag. The trails will be groomed twice weekly. 

G. TRAIL LIABILITY INSURANCE ---
Explanation: Standard trail liability insurance policy from 
Acme Insurance at $600.00 per year (maximum state allowed: 
per year). 

BALANCE REMAINING FRc»4 PREVIOUS APPLICATION( S) $2,900, 00 

SPONSOR APPROVAL ------
Unit of Government 

Title 

Chair, Count Board 

CERTIFICATION BY DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Authorized Signature For Natural Resources Title 

Tota 1 $ 1 , 000. 00 

Sub-Tota 1 F & G $ 2 ! , 000, 00 
$5()0.00 (90% State Cost 

$18,900.00 

GRAND TOTAL STATE COST $ 16,000.00 

July 20, 1989 

RECCMENDED GRANT $ 15,000. 00 

Date 

Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor 
Authorized Signature For Natural Resources Title Date 

Regional Trails ilnd Waterr.ays Supervisor 

5 
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NEW TRAIL PROJECT PROCEDURES 

The following procedures must be adhered to if you 
are proposing a new traiL A new trail is defined herein 
as: 
I. A proposal to add a section of trail onto an existing 

GIA system. This does not include relocating a 
short section of an existing trail. 

2. An existing trail which is not currently in the GIA 
system. 

3. A proposal to develop and maintain a totally new 
trail system. 

A new project will fulfill the following items and 
procedures: 
I. Trail user organizations/clubs must submit project 

proposal forms to the sponsor. 
a. Two (2) copies. 
b. Original signatures on all copies. 
c. Trail map of the proposed route. 

i. One (I) copy. 
ii. County highway maps, scale ½" to I mile, 

for snowmobile trails. Maps will be 
provided upon request by the DNR. 

iii. For cross-country ski trails, U.S. Geological 
Survey topographic sheets or similar scale 
map should be submitted. Contact Area 
Trails and Waterways Supervisor for 
assistance. 

iv. The map must identify where development 
of bridges, rest areas and parking lots are 
located. 

v. The map must identify relationship or 
connection to other trails, if any. 

d. Cover letter describing project and benefits to 
the public. 

2. The sponsor will submit the above items along with 
a supporting resolution to the DNR Area Trails 
and Waterways Supervisor for review. Upon 
approval of the project proposal, the Area Trails 
and Waterways Supervisor will submit an 
agreement form to the sponsor for appropriate 
original signatures. The agreement is returned to 
the Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor. 

3. The Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor will 
notify the sponsor, in writing: 
a. That the agreement has been executed; and, 
b. The date from which charges are reimbursable. 

NOTE: UNDER NO CONDITION CAN 
CONSTRUCTION TAKE PLACE ON ANY 
PARCEL OF LAND, PRIVATE OR PUBLIC, 
UNLESS A SIGNED PERMIT HAS BEEN 
SECURED IN THE NAME OF THE 
SPONSOR. 

4. Timetable: 
The schedule set below is designed to help aUparties 

involved in the Trails Assistance Program in planning 
trail work and setting up funds so work can proceed. 

a. Project Proposal: 
These forms must be received by the DNR 

regional office by May 30. 

b. Requests for Reimbursement: 
i. Requests for Reimbursement for summer 

and fall construction or maintenance are 
due no later than December 3 I. 

ii. Requests for Reimbursement for winter 
grooming must be submitted monthly by 
the calendar months. 

ili. ALL REQUESTS FOR 
REIMBURSEMENT MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE DNR NO LATER 
THAN MAY 30 FOR THAT YEAR'S 
WORK. THE DNR MUST BE NOTIFIED 
IF ANY WORK IS PLANNED FOR THE 
SUMMER MONTHS SINCE 
REMAINING BALANCES AFFECT 
NEXT YEAR'S GRANT. 

c. Payment of Requests for Reimbursement: 
If Requests for Reimbursement are executed properly 

and all necessary signatures and invoices are included 
in the request, the DNR will pay the requests. Requests 
which are submitted improperly will be returned for 
proper execution. 

d. For purposes of more accurately documenting 
reimbursable activities, the following 
information shall be included on all worksheets 
and/or groomer logs: 
i. 'fhe name of equipment operators (all types 

of equipment). 
11. The make and model of all heavy 

equipment and groomers. 
111. The type of work done. 
iv. The location. 
.v. Any labor, equipment time/miles or 

donated supplies and materials shall be 
noted as a donation. 

Additional lines of the worksheet and ,groomer log 
may be used for each entry, if needed, until a revised 
version is available. 

Invoices for purchased or donated services such as 
equipment rental, supplies and materials submitted with 
Request for Reimbursement Forms shall include the 
following information: 

i. Name of individual or company. 
u. Date the work was done or materials 

delivered. 
iii. Type of equipment and number of hours/ 

miles, or type of supplies and materials 
purchased. 

iv. Original signature of vendor. 
5. The landowner list with land descriptions (see 

example below) is required by May 30. 
TOWNSHIP (NAME) 
NAME DESCRIPTION 
I. John Doe part of NW /SW Section 12 
2. John Smith part of NW /SW Section 12 
3. Lori Anderson part of SW /SW Section 12 
4. Joyce Johnson part of NW /NW Section 13 
(list all landowners by Township) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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HA-03612-03 (~ev. 6/89) 

DIPAITMINT OP 
INIIISOVA 

NATUIAL IISOUICIS 

Tral 1 Name (PRINT or TYPE) 

Norw av Trail 
Trail Administrator 

Alan J. Smith 

MINNESOTA lRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEW TRAIL PROJECT PROPOSAL 
I Type of Trai 1 

Snowmobile 
I Trai 1 Hi leage 

10 I Trail Administrator Signature 

I Date 
July 6, 1989 

Address (Ho. & Street, RFD, Box No., City, State, Zip Code) I Work Te 1 ephone Humber I Home Te 1 ephone Number 

Rural Route 2 - Box 1234, Pooo, Minnesota 57777 (612) 621-6121 (612) 216-1621 

A. AlltlNISTRATION 

Explanation: This funding will be used for office supplies necessar,Y to Total S ---'=2.::5::,..0.!.-'.0,,_.,0'---
comply with the Trails Assistance Program; stamps, telephone bi.11.s, paper, 
pencils, computer time, and secretaries time. ' · _; _'., 

,.- / 

' ..... ·~...........,,,-,/ 

B. ACQUISITION Labor Hi leage Other 
Explanation: $400.00 $350.00 ··Total S _ .... Zc...5~0-'-',0>1.lOa!..-_ 
This funding will be used to contact landowners and secure permits from 
each of them. There are approximately 31 landowners on the proposed 
trail. , 

......... 
.... 

C. TRAIL CONSTRUCTION Labor Mileage Equipment H4terlals 
Explanation: 2 800.00 $600.00 $2 600.00 $300.00 Total S 6,300.00 
This proposal is for construction of ten miles of new trail. -All labor 
work will be done by our club, heavy equipmen'f'w.ill be rented and two 
culverts are necessary. The trail covers apprqximately six miles of forest 
which will require dozing, two miles of.::S~mp, ·and' two miles of field which 
wj)J require disking. "-., · .. , 

1,550.00 
D. TRAIL FACILITIES Labor Mileage EquiP.ll'ent Materials 

Explanation: $950.00 $50.00 $250~00 $-1,200.00 Total S 

The tra i 1 shelters wi 11 ·be constru·cted--in the areas indicated on project 
map. They will be 12' x 20' meta-l shells·w,t_th fire rings, tables, 
benches and outhouses. Parking lot ·will be constructed near Boxer's 

Corners. .,--.• -·._·"-... / Sub-Total A - o S 8 850 00 ,. ·. ;.....:::::' ==·=== 
·---...-..,, (65S State Cost 

S 5,750.00 

. Total S 900.00 
Explanation: Grooming of the new ten miles of trail will be accompl1shed --"-l=~-
with an ASV Track Truck and drag • 

..... ··----.. --·~-
---, \ 

\ \ 
---

F. TRAIL LIABILITY INSURANCE 
; 

Explanation: Two years standord trail liability insurance policy from 
Acme at $600.00 __ ge.r year (maximum state allowed: $500.00 Sub-Totai E & F S 

Total S .-:.1.J.1 0::,:0,,_.,0:..:•::,..0::,..0_ 

1,900.00 
per year). • ·-

\ .. ·· 
\ 

-...... 
, I . ' 

(90S State Cost 

S I, 710.00 

BALANCE REMAINING FRl»t' PREVIOUS NEW TRAIL PROJECT PROPOSAl.(1) S GRAND TOTAL STATE COST S 7,460.00 

Unit of Government 

Johnson Countv 
Authorized Signature of Sponsor 

CERTIFICATION BY DEPARMNT !! ~ RESOOlCES 

Authorized Signature For Natural Resources 

Authorized Signature For Natural Resources 

I Title 

Chair, 

Title 

County Board 

!Telephone Number (Include Area Code) 

(612) 261-2161 

I Date 

July 20, 1989 

RECINENDED GRAIIT S ____ _ 

Date 

Area Trails and Waterways .Supervisor July 25, 1989 
Title Date 

Regional Tr11ils and Watel"'8ys Supervisor July 26, 1989 

Enclosures: I. Resolution; 2. Map; 3. Landowner list; 4. Cover letter 

7 
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NA-036D3-04 (Rev. 6/89) I ~ DIPARTMENT Of MINNESOTA TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
INIIISOVA REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT NATURAL usouacu 

Sponsor I Trai 1 Name I Bia Hi 11 Countrv Backwoods . I FRl»I: I TO: 
. • 

Period covered by this statement: 
Auaust 29. 1989 December 31, 1989 

. 
EXPENDITIRES CHECK LIST I s 1. Any Bids Required? 

A. Administration .............. 210.00 2. Original Signatures on All Copies? 
s 3. Signed Work Sheets and Grooming Logs? 

I B. Acquisition··••··••·••••·••• 210.00 4. Invoices far-Purchases and Services 
s aver SS0.001,' · , 

C. Trail Construction•·•••••••• **NOTE THAfI1tMS,,O,N"'THE.WQRKSHEET s 
D. Trail Relocation· ............ ARE TO ,fl.E CATEGORIZED JN,THE 

I s EXPENDITUR~"GD'. ON THIS 
E. Trail Facilities····•••••••· 

FORM. / 

s v/ 
F. Trail Maintenance ••••••••••• 3.640.00 

•,• ... Is 41060~0 I I Sub-Total A thru F 

/ " . Is I ~~··:·: 2,639.00 s I G. Trail Liability Insurance ••• 500 00. 
s v· 

H. Grooming .................... ✓--, 

·~· I Sub-Tota 1 G a • ,500. 00 

· "'I ~-~,ate Cost 9~ ... IS 450.00 I 
,. 1 s I ,-·. Grand'Taµl (State Cost) ... 3,089.00 I · ~" I'~ I o,1g,.,1 ..,,,. •"' Ym of '"" ···~:··· : 15,000.00 {89; 

"''""'•m., ,. .. ""''"'"' ~ ______ ;:_I' ,.,.,_,, I •' 

I ·. . ··; Is I 
Balance Left in Account ....... ~~ .......... :: ... : 11,911.00 : 

DEVELOPMENT (Accomplishments) ~ "'-, / I Number of miles Constructed to Date •• -.... ,. .......... . ./ NA/ 
Number of Bridge~ .. ·•···•·••••··•·· ,, 

Number of Parki~A~ ......... j. ................. l,/ I ~ (Accomp Ii shments) \ \/ / ~v / Number of Hiles Haintal11ed;(This Reimbursement Only) ... 

·.·....... / I ''~----·----------7---------·-------·-------· .. 
Hi Tr~G\oming Equipment ................. _ .. I/ I 

~ \. ,7 j} . . I I hereby-certif}.;!h/t the materials and/or services shown on attached invoices have been delivered, that this 
Is my only ~ invoice and is correct and just, and that no oart of same has been paid. 

· Signature - Trail Administrator Date 

County Sign_ature - Title Auditor/Clerk Date I 
' : 

1111S INVOICE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT BY: I 
Vl"--~frilUM■IA 

I 
... : 

I Regional Supervisor Date AS 
INVOICI NUMIUI 

Area Trails L Waterways Supervisor Date OIIGAN~ZAflQN I HOUINCI ..a. sw .. I 1111,r •o~o I o■ar;, 
AMOUNT 01 INVOICI I DAU ••v•1L1 Icon co01 'I cou coot 1 I ,~ ... ,COO•• 1 cost cooa • I COIT COOi i 

**THIS EXAMPLE ISSUSTRATES A REQUEST FOR FALL WORK • AND DOES NOT INCLUDE GROOMING COSTS THAT WOULD ........ , ..... , ......................... , ................................... , .. 
OTHERWISE BE TABULATED FROM THE GROOMER LOG 

.,..,.___. .... ...,,.."....__....,,.,__. _ _. .. , ... ecc.,._.•••-••c• .................................. , .......... , ..................... ~ ........ 
I BOOKS. ... - , 

ITITIM AIIIGNlO , ...... , NO I oa,t AUIHOAIZID SIGNA IUIII 

,. 

I 8 ·-
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NA-03604-03 (Rev, 6/89) 

DEPARTMENT Of 
INJCISOV~ 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

MINNESOTA TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

WORKSHEET 
Trail Name 

Backwoods 

NAME ANO/OR EQUIPMENT 
DATE MAKE - MODEL - OPERATOR 

8/29 Jane May 

8/30 Jane May 

9/10 Jane May 

10/10 Jane May 

12/20 Jane May 

10/20 Don Haaq 

10/23 Al Boser/Pickuo 

11/18 Bob Franks 

11/19 Don Haaa 

Two County Hiahwav Maas 

11/21 Al Boser/Pickuo 

11/23 Bob Franks 

12/01 Bob Franks/D-6 

Invoice #124 

12/02 Jane Mav / Invoice #7?14 

12/03 Pete Sames 

12/03 Al Boser 

Invoice #6?3 

112/04 Bob Franks 

12/04 Pete Sames 

Invoice #624 

12/06 Al Boser 

2/07 Peter Sames 

Sponsor 

Bi Hi 11 Count 

HOURS MILES 

2 

5 

5 

4 

5 

8 
4 

20 
5 

31 

7 

8 
20 

7 

6 
?? 

8 
14? 

8 

1n 

6 
OA 

TOTALS 98 329 --

Date 

December 31 1989 

COST /UNIT TOTAL COST TYPE OF WORK ON LOCATION 

i$ 9.00 I$ 18 00 Annlication form, 

9.00 45 00 ~, lnHn-r 

9.00 11c; nn rnmnilP ,.,n ·kshPPt<: 

9.00 36 00 P11v <:nntr:irt<: 

9.00 4i; nn rnmnilP wnrk<:hPt>tc 

9 00 n nn - ,...~;11'.:l.+-J"\ , 

9.00 
2'i 41 nn I rl"lrlt;,r·H-- __ , .. , .. ~ , 

9.00 -
?'i "' 7i; 

lrnnbrt'-- __ ,.,,+~ , ._j __ - ..• 

-
0 nn i;1 nn lr .................... i"'"' - • ........ 'I 

-
I 50 IM11nnina 

9.00 
.25 77 00 IRnishinn R11llrmin ccv-+;nn 

q nn fi::! nn IRv,i<:hinn ~Mo.-cn.,•~ C",-

l0n7inn 11rP11 

·1 . ?Q'i fi? Tnrfir;itprf nn ·--
c;nn nn c;nn nn II i:-lhi1i+-" in<"11 .............. ,.,. 

-9.00 Boxer 
?c; c;o c;n 11.i,,..I,; __ "" ... _,,,M "r-. __ ..,,_ 

- -
0 nn c;,1 nn , ....... t.,.;n,., nl"'I h"'"; ..,_,... 

- Boxer 
?&;7 nn fl '_._ ,=_ T •. ,_ 

9.00 -
,c; 111 c;n ITn<:t;illinn n;,tn~ 

g nn 72 .00 IFPncinn .Jnhnrn- IC C", __ 

1?2 OO<>a 1 4fi4 nn lr.,.t-oc I 1? l 

q nn on nn IC::inninn nn-+h r~-• •n-
-

9.00 

'" 77 i;n l~•,.,n•n,.. --. .... .._h - -•,,: __ 

- -

~ 

1$4,496.37 

I certify that the materials and/or services shown on this worksheet is correct and just, and that no part of same has 
been previously submitted for payment.------------------~----------, 

Authorized Signature Oate 

December 31, 1989 
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NA-03614•01 
DEPARTMENT OF 

[1'<J(Nl!E$<C>V~ 
NATURAL IUOUICU 

Trail Name Tettegouche Trail _,.,..~. - . •., 

Type of Groomer SV200 r · . '· 

DATE 
,, .. ~ 

I I 

Mo.I Day OPERATOR SIGNATURE· \. , . 

., 

02/07 Ken Smith -. ... 

02/08 Al Jones 

02/09 Ken Smith 

02/10 Al Jones 

02/11 Al Jones 

02/14 Ken Smith 

02/15 Al Jones 

-

- .. -

TIMEAWPM 
Startlr,g 
Ending 

8:00 a.m 
I 

( 6:00 D.m .. 1 : 
7:00 a.m. 

6:00 p.~. 

12:30 D.m. 

10:30 ri.m. 

A:nn am 

5:00 D.m. 

1 :nn "' m 

R:nn nm 

A•nn ;, m 

6:00 D.m. 

7:00 a.m. 

6:00 D.m. 

TOTALS: 

- -

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Trail Assistance Program 

OPERATOR'S GROOMING LOG SHEET 

County Lake 

TOTAL ALLOWABLE TOTAL 
GROOMING COSTS MILES TOTAL COST 

HOURS EQUIPMENT GROOMED 
$ $ 

9 35.00 33 315.00 

\ 
$ $ 

10 "35.00 41 350.00 
/; I 

' _JI'., 

; $1 $ 
7 ' , 35.00 24 245.00 ; 

'· \ • .. 
. :S. $ . 

9 -. 35.00 36 315.00 
.' 

' 
: 

$ $ 
6 35.00 24 210.00 

$ $ 
9 35.00 33 31_5.00 

·•. 

$ 
10 35.00 

$ 
41 350.00 

$ $ 

s $ 

60 /hr. /hr. 232 2,100.00 

Year: 198_9 __ 

REMARKS: Name of lrail or section of 
trail groomed; additional comments 

IGroomeo c IUDnouse to / corners and 
return. One hour lunch break. 

luroomed Clubhouse -.:o Palmer Road and 
return. One hour lunch break. 
Replaced ten stop signs. 

Groomed Clubhouse to Moose Walk 
Trail and return. Two hour breakdown 
Replaced track cleats. One hour 
lunch break. 
Groomed Clubhouse to Eagle Beach 
Road and return. Some signing 
needed, several windfalls. 

Groomed Clubhouse to Moose Walk Trail 
and return. One hour suppe1· break. 
Defroster not working well. 

I 

Groomed Clubhouse to 7 Corners and 
return. One hour:lu~ch break. 

, •, 

Groomed Clubhouse to,~:~~er;- Hoad and-
return. One.hour lunch break. 

-. 

. 
•. 

·,. 

TOTAL COST THIS SHEET$ 2,100.00 . 

- - - - - - .. - - - -
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ALLOWABLE CHARGES 

INTRODUCTION: All the charges listed below must 
be directly related to the acquisition, development, 
maintenance and grooming of your trail system. No 
other charges will be accepted without prior approval 
from your Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor. 
ADMINISTRATION CHARGES: (no more than I 5 
percent of total grant) 
I. Mileage and Labor - These charges may be 

reimbursed for preparing the paperwork and forms 
for the program, bookkeeping, paying invoices, 
attending necessary county board or DNR 
meetings, and obtaining bids for equipment rentals. 

2. Stamps - The cost of mailing necessary DNR 
forms, billings, bid requests, or maps. It is suggested 
that a list of mailings and materials mailed be kept 
on file. 

3. Telephone Calls - Long distance calls directly 
related to trail administration to vendors, the 
sponsoring agency, landowners, and the DNR will 
be accepted. It is suggested that a list of calls be 
kept on file. 

4. Office Supplies - The purchase of materials 
needed to fulfill the programs administration such 
as writing, typing and copying materials are 
acceptable. Office space rental is not an acceptable 
charge. 

5. Maps-
a. The cost of county maps that are to be 

submitted to the DNR as required by the 
program are reimbursable. 

b. For maps that are printed for trail users 
identifying the trail route, etc., costs are 
reimbursable. The State will pay 65 percent 
of the actual printing cost if the map is made 
available to the public free of charge. THESE 
MAPS WILL IDENTIFY THAT THE TRAIL 
SYSTEM IS A GIA TRAIL AND FUNDED 
BY THE DNR AND THAT DNR DOES NOT 
ENDORSE ANY OF THE ADVERTISERS 
ON THE MAP. 

6. Meeting - The DNR allows charges for essential 
personnel to attend meetings directly related to the 
program. The general rule will be not more than 
four (4) people for a trail committee meeting and 
not more than two (2) people for a governmental 
meeting. Club meetings are not acceptable as 
chargeable meetings. Rental of meeting rooms is 
not an acceptable charge. 

7. Computer Time - The cost of using computers 
shall be reimbursed as part of the administrative 
portion of the grant. The origin of cost such as 
number of hours, or equipment rental, or materials 
such as floppy disks should be described on the 
worksheet. The Allowable Cost for figuring 
reimbursement shall be $6.00 per hour (65% 
reimbursable). 

ACQUISITION CHARGES: (65% reimbursable) 
I. Mileage and Labor - These charges are 

acceptable for alignment work, checking 
ownership records, and landowner contacts. 

2. Maps - The cost of securing maps necessary for 
aligning trail routes is reimbursable. County 
highway maps and topographic maps are 
acceptable - aerial photography maps should 
receive DNR approval since costs can be extremely 
high. 

3. Permits and Easements - The program has done 
extremely well to date with landowner woperation 
and low permit or easement costs. Costs incurred 
are reimbursable. 
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DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE 
CHARGES: (65% reimbursable) 
I. Mileage and Labor - These charges are 

reimbursable for construction and maintenance of 
the trail system. A worksheet must be filled out 
for reimbursement identifying hours and dates 
work was pafonm:d. 

2. Equipment Rentals -
a. Heavy equipment work is reimbursable as 

needed for construction. The operator or 
vendor of the heavy equipment must be 
identified and an invoice submitted to the DNR 
for payment. 

b. Bids - When equipment can not be rented 
at the allowable costs, bids must be let to secure 
the necessary equipment. Three (3 l hourly bids 
must be secured from vendors in your area. 
If three (3) bids can not be secured, list the 
vendors contacted, date contacted, and vendor's 
response. When the bids have been secured, 
the Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor 
must be contacted and approve the bids. After 
approval, the equipment can be hired. The bids 
are then submitted with the request for 
reimbursement. 

c. Hand power equipment rental is reimbursable. 
The operator or owner of the equipment must 
be identified on the worksheet for paynu:nt. 

NOTE: Before any equipment rental or work is done, 
the rental costs must be within the allowable 
limits. If these limits can not be met, bid 
procedures must be strictly adhered to or the 
billing will not be processed. 

3. Material - Charges may be submitted for materials 
used directly on the trail system. Materials may 
include, but are not limited to: lumber, paint, signs, 
gates, posts, fencing, culverts, fill, grass seed, bolts 
or other hardware, etc. If you have a qut:stion on 
any materials, it is best to contacc your Area Trails 
and Waterways Supervisor. 

4. Snow Plowing - Reimbursement for plowing 
parking lots will be acceptable when the parking 
lot is used solely for trail user parking. Parking 
areas at business establishments do not qualify for 
grants assistance. The maximuin allotment per 
parking area per year will be $200.00. 

5. Insurance - Maximum allowable charge for trail 
liability and groomer liability is $500.00 per club 
per year (90% reimbursable). Comprehensive and 
collision coverage for groomers is not an allowable 
charge. 

6. Grooming - Includes packing runs by groomers 
and snowmobiles (when snow conditions require), 
and passes by groomers with drags that result in 
a smooth, rideable or skiing surface (90% 
reimbursable). Grooming equipment ust:d for 
transportation may charge for opt:rating time only 
at the 65% reimbursable ,rate. 

7. Radios - The cost of renting or leasing and 
installing radios in groomers and groomer support 
vehicles shall be 65% reimbursable, if approvt:d 
on a case-by~case basis by the Area Trails and · 
Waterways Supervisor. They shall be approved only 
in cases where the safety of groomer operators 
in highly remote areas is improved, or where the 
efficiency of grooming long distance and difficult 
trail systems will be substantially increased. Full 
documentation of bids and lease rates shall be 
provided to· the Area Trails and Waterways 
Supervisor. 



ALLOWABLE COSTS 

I. ACQUISITION, DEVELOPMENT, 
MAINTENANCE COSTS 
State Cost 65% 
Labor 
Computer 
Mileage 

$ 
$ 

Snowmobile $ 
Car $ 
All-Terrain Vehicle $ 
Pickup $ 
4x4 $ 
I - 2 ton $ 
2½ ton and up $ 
Truck With Trailer $ 
(for heavy equipment/ groomers) 

Power Tools 

Total Cost 
9.00/hour 
6.00/hour 

.25/mile 

.25/mile 

.25/mile 

.30/mile 

.35/mile 

.35/mile 

.45/mile 

.75/mile 

Chainsaw $ 3.80/hour 
Brushsaw $ 4.00/hour 
Post Hole Digger $ 3.50/hour 

Other Equipment (Includes Gas, Oil and Operator) 
Bobcat $ 26.00/hour 
Small Tractor $ 13.50/hour 
(less than 25 hp) 
Tractor (25 hp to 70 hp) $ 27.50/hour 
Tractor (70+ hp) $35.00/hour 
Attachments (Additional Per Hour) 
Disc $ 2.00/hour 
Flail Mower $ 3.20/hour 
Backhoe $ I 0.00/hour 
Other Power Take Off Equipment$ l 0.00/hour 

Brush Cutter (self-propelled) $ 30.00/hour 
Skidder · $ 35.00/hour 
JD-350 $ 35.00/hour 
JD-450 $ 45.00/hour 
D-4 $ 50.00/hour 
D-6 $ 70.00/hour 
0-7 $ 85.00/hour 
Groomer: 65% reimbursable when used for non­
grooming purposes, and only when machine is in 
operation. 

II. GROOMING 
State Cost 90% Total Cost 
Includes gas, oil, operator, repair, parts and service, 
insurance and drag. 

Snowmobile $ 13.00/hour 
Double Track Snowmobile $ 16.00/hour 
Trackster $ 18.00/hour 
Ranger or Otter . $ 18.00/hour 
J-5 $ 24.00/hour 
QuadTrac $ 24.00/hour 
Muskeg $ 27.00/hour 
Snow Track $ 30.00/hour 
Bambi $ 30.00/hour 
ASV-Track Truck $ 30.00/hour 
IMP $ 30.00/hour 
ASV-Track Truck Diesel $ 32.00/hour 
Weasel $ 33.00/hour 
SV-200 $ 35.00/hour 
Quadtrac II $ 36.00/hour 
Quadtrac Ill $ 38.00/hour 
Thioicol (2100; SPRITE) $ 38.00/hour 
SV-252 $ 40.00/hour 
SV-30 l $ 40.00/hour 
Tucker Sno Cat $ 40.00/hour 

NOTE: COPIES OF ALL INVOICES OVER $50.00 
MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH EACH 
REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT. 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 

I Local Unit of Government 

MINNESOTA TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

AGREEMENT 

I Trai 1 Name I :tate Cost I Effective Date 

I 
THIS AGREEMENT, ·effective date shown, is made between the STATE OF MINNESOTA, acting 

through the Collillissioner of Natural Resources, hereinafter referred to as the "State," and 
the Local Unit of Government specified above, and relates to the establishment of proposed 
trails specified above. 

WHEREAS, the 1 oca 1 unit of government desires to est ab 1 i sh, cons trup: and maintain pub-
1 ic trails; and 11/ ,---... 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Trails Assistance Program provides grants,to lo~al uni~s of gov­
ernment for the construction and maintenance of recreational tra•i]s pur~uant to~Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 84.83 (1988); and .............._ " // 

WHEREAS, the local unit of government has applied to the State'-f4ir a gr,ant for said 
trails and has submitted the Minnesota Trails Assistance Program's appli<:.ptVin form, maps, 
ownership 1 ist, and resolution of the local unit of government authorizi.Jig the proposed 
trails as outlined in said documents; and said application form and/or new trail project 
proposal and ·map are attached hereto as Exhibit A, herei9af~er referrecj to as the "Plan." 

NOW THEREFORE, it is agreed between the parties as,follow5._:_ ; ) 
A. TRAIL OBLIGATION OF THE LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMEN~ The._ locai unit of government 

agrees ·to construct, operate and maintain the propos~ trai'1}''in accordance with tne 
Minnesota Trails Assistance Program Manual, hereinaften_referred to as the "Manual" 
and with the application or new trai.Apr j'ect,proposal form, as accepted or amended 
by the State. \ 
The local unit of government shall: (""\ i 
1. Forthwith proceed to acquire ne~sary'-i_iit,erests in lands and open trails to the 

public. The local unit of governm·e~ must':-ecquire the interests in land in fee, 
or by easement, lease or permit fo~aid tr.ails. The term of said interest 
shall be no less than four .,(,4) months bet.weE;n' November 15 of any year and April 
1 of the succeeding year./ Ii.or each parcE;l,-1of land crossed by proposed trails, 
the local unit of governwent s'n~~~~~in from the owner of said parcel and sub­
mit to the State a permit\~_',_~ent or deed for said crossing. 

(a) A person having pe.t.~at\now~dg,e of ownership shal 1 sign an affidavit that 
the person whose name appears on/the document of conveyance, 1 ease or permit 
is the owner ~,.s~~s- "" 

(b) Any instrument of'·'co(lveyance or permit with a consideration exceeding 
$500.00 shall be accomp..iln\.ed by an Attorney's Certificate of Title. 

2. Construct the trails and provide adequate maintenance which shall include keep­
ing the t~ reasonably safe for public use; provide sanitation and sanitary 
facilitif\5 wheri-n~.i and provide other maintenance as may be required. The 
local uni~ ~_t..2?vernment and not the State is responsible for maintaining signs 
and groomirw\a'lJ~Pi 
If the local\a~}t oflgovernment fails to expedite establishment and construction 
of trails or"{ails to provide fqr adequate maintenance, the State may withhold 
future payment\J' the local unit of government and/or terminate this agreement. 

B. T~~~ISTANCE. The State shall give technical assistance to the local unit 
9fJgov.~rnment\in establishing trails, upon request. 

C. FUtm.ING •. ··The State's sole responsibility under this Agreement is to provide funds 
t:Q._ the Jocal ;u,nit of government. In the event that state funds become unavailable 
because of Ji;gislative or executive action or restraints, ~the grant amount may be 
reduceq by')he State. 

D. REIMBURSEMENT. The. state agrees to reimburse the local unit of government 65 per­
cent of the cost of trail acquisition; development and maintenance, except grooming 
and liability insurance which shall be reimbursed at the rate of 90 percent. Al 1 
costs shall be in accordance with the allowable charges and costs listed in the 
manual. This grant shall not exceed the state cost as specified above. 

E. PAYMENT. The local unit of government must submit a request for reimbursement and 
·attach worksheets furnished by the State for all costs incurred in acquiring, 
developing, maintaining and grooming the trail, all in accordance with the manual. 
Additionally, the local unit of government must submit original receipts of actual 
purchases exceeding $50.00. Further, the first request for reimbursement for costs 
incurred by grooming must be made by January 31, and the last day of every month 
thereafter while costs are incurred during the grooming season. 
The books, records, documents, accounting procedures and practices of the local unit 
of government relevant to this grant shall be subject to examination by the State 
and legislative auditor. Records shall be sufficient to reflect all costs incurred 
in performance of this grant. 
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1. First Payment: Upon receipt of the request for reimbursement evidencing accept­
able trail costs of $500.00 or more for acquisition, development or mainterance, 
the State agrees to reimburse the local unit of government for approved costs in 
accordance with the manual. The State shall not be required to pay for. any ser­
vices provided by the local unit of government- which the State determines to be 
unsatisfactory, as determined by the State's authorized representative. 

2. Subsequent Payments: Each thirty (30) successive days after the first payment, 
the local unit of government may submit invoices evidencing trail costs. Pay­
ments shall be made to the extent of authorized reimbursement, or until this 
Agreement is terminated. 

3. Trail Segments: It is understood that if the trail system is developed in seg­
ments, the local unit of government may submit requests for reimbursement as 
soon as continuous and workable segments are completed. 

F. LIABILITY. The 1 i ability of the State shall be governed by Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 3.736. The liability of the local unit of government is governed by Minne­
sota Statutes, Chapter 466. 

G. TERM. This Agreement shall be effective on the date it 
brance by the Commissioner of Finance, and shall remain 
years from said date. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agre 

LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT 
(County) (City) (Village) (Town) 

Authorized Signature Title 

Authorized Signature Title 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Authorized Signature 

Authorized Signature 

Authorized Signature 

Cott4ISSIONER OF ADMINISTRATION 
Authorized Signature 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Title Date 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT ATT9RNEY GENERAL 

I Authorized Signature I Title I Date 

.,.. 
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TRAIL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
SUGGESTIONS 

l. Design 
a. Snowmobile Trails 

i. Minimum surface for one-way trail should 
be eight (8) feet or a reasonable width based 
on the conditions. 

ii. Minimum surface for two-way trail should 
be ten (I 0) feet or a reasonable width based 
on the conditions. 

iii. An additional two (2) feet should be cleared 
outside the trail surface. 

iv. Minimum turning radius is l 00 feet, unless 
marked. · 

v. Branches and obstacles above the trail 
should be cle;ired to a height of ten (10) 
feet. 

vi. Reflectorized signs should be placed on the 
right side of the trail on posts at reasonable 
intervals (see signing suggestions below). 

b. Ski Trails - . 
i. One-Way - Intensive Use: eight (8) feet 

to twelve (12) feet; one or two tracks set. 
- Moderate Use: six (6) to ten (10) feet; 

one or two tracks set. -Low Use: six 
(6) feet; one or no tracks set. 

Two Way - Ten (10).feei to twelve (12) 
feet. 

Downhill sections should widen at the 
bottom as the degree of slope increases. 
Uphill slopes where herringbone or side 
step is necessary must be eight (8) feet to 
ten (l 0) feet. 

ii. Horizontal Clearance - Two (2) feet either 
side of trail tread way. 

iii. Vertical Clearance - Ten ( l 0) feet above 
expected snow depth. Allowance of snow 
build-up on limbs should also be taken into 
consideration. 

iv. Turning Radius - Fifty (50) foot mini­
mum, 100 feet preferred. 

Curves should be avoided on downhill 
slopes and at the bottom of hills. 

If a curve is necessary, provide a runout 
and/or widen the trail or increase turn 
radius. 
As degree of slope increases, lengthen 
runout, if needed, width of trail and/ 
or turn radius should also increase. 

2. Vertical and horizontal sight distance from trail 
should be a minimum of 50 feet. ·Snowbanks at 
road crossings should be cut back to provide 
adequate visibility in both directions on both sides. 
Snowbanks should be kept low at trail crossing 
points to permit easy exit from and entrance back 
onto the trail. Warning signs should be installed 
on trails at both trail and road crossings at sufficient 
distance to properly warn users. 

3. Trails should cross contours at right angles where 
possible. Routing trails along side slopes should 
be avoided. Approaches to slopes should be straight 
and at lea!>°t as long as the slope. 

4. Both ski and snowmobile trails shall not be routed 
over lakes, streams or other bodies of water. When 
stream crossings are necessary, bridges at least six 
(6) feet wide must be provided (also, keep in mind 
groomer width). Bridge designs must have approval 
of the Area Trails and Waterways Supervisor. 
Railings are required. Permits to work in public 
waters may be required for bridges. Permit 
applications are available from the DNR's Division 
of Waters. 

5. Trails must be routed away from game preserves, 
deer yarding areas, wilderness areas, experimental 
stations, nurseries, airports, scientific and natural 
areas, and other areas of anticipated conflict. 

6. A sign developed by the State which designates 
the trail as a GIA trail should be placed at parking 
lots, starting points, and at other areas of high 
visibility on the trail. 

7. If at all possible, the trail should be located in such 
a manner ·as to avoid potentially hazardous areas 
such as cliff edges, rock falls, steep hills, congested 
areas, sharp ditches, sharp curves. 

, ...... 



TRAIL GROOMING TIPS 

General Information 
One of the most important winter trail function is 

grooming. Providing a good, smooth trail will depend 
on ground surfaces which are free of stumps, rocks, 
roots or other debris. Because the snow surface will 
reflect the ~round surface conditions, a well groomed, 
smooth trail depends upon several things: 1) a relatively 
smooth and even ground surface, 2) a good snow base, 

· and 3) good grooming. Snow compaction compresses 
loose, fluffy snow so that a firm base is provided. Snow 
compact_ion is the process. of loosening or breaking 
up heavily compacted or icy snow and placing the 
snow back down in an equally compacted smooth 
ro~h~a ' 
Trail Grooming Suggestions . 

Under optimum conditions, grooming should begin 
when snow depth has reached approximately twelve 
(12) inches. Begin by compacting the snow with a 
!arge rolle~ or drag w!th a packer pan. If this option 
1s not available, packing can be accomplished with 
just the groomer, using the tracks to compact the loose, 
fluffy snow. If the snow is too deep, a snowmobile 
could be used. A very important point is that the snow 
base sh~uld be built fro~ the bottom, up. Snow 
compacting should be considered after any substantial 
snowfa~l. The following are items that you may want 
to consider. 

l. Groom shortly after a snowfall. 
2. Grooming, when possible, should be done when 

traffic is light· such as at night or on weekdays. 
3. Ideal grooming temperatures usually lie between 

minus five degrees fahrenheit (-5 °F) and fifteen 
degrees fahrenheit (15°F). 

4. The kind of snow is a major factor in determining 
at what temperature the trail should be groomed. 
Dry snow usually grooms best during the day when 
the temperatures are warmer. Wet snow grooms 
best at night when temperatures are usually cooler. 

5. Cut all moguls off at or near the bottom of the 
dips and place the snow into a uniform layer. Try 
not to cut moguls halfway down or an uneven base 
density will result, and the moguls will reappear. 

6. In limited snow conditions, try to set the drag so 
that snow can be pulled from the edges toward 
the center of the trail. 

7. A good general rule for grooming speed is four 
(4) to ten (10) miles per hour. It.should be noted 
that each ~roomer/drag combination is different, 
but grooming too slow or too fast will result in 
poor trail conditions (washboarding, uneven snow 
compaction, etc.). 

I 
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SIGNING SUGGESTIONS 

Signing on trails should be designed to provide 
direction, information and safety for trail users. Major 
signing areas are at the !railhead, trail junctions and 
in areas where safety of the user is involved. Trailhead 
and trail junction signs will provide maps showing route 
designation, distance, traffic tlow direction and location 
of support facilities. Safety signs will caution users 
of steep slopes, bridges, or highway crossings and other 
hazardous trail conditions. 

Signs on all trails should be kept at a minimum 
and be well placed. 

Signs placed out on the trail should include 
reassuring blazers, caution signs, do not enter signs, 
stop signs, etc. Placement of most signs should be 
on the right-hand side of the trail just off the main 
treadway but within clearing limits. Signs should be 
attached to posts placed two (2) to three (3) feet off 
the treadway and three (3) to four (4) feet above 
expected snow depth. Attach them securely with lag 
screws or carriage bolts. Wood or metal posts may 
be used depending on location and availability. 

The only directional sign used on the trail should 
be trail junction blazers, directional blazers and 
reassuring blazers. These metal signs will be five (5) 
inches by seven (7) inches and diamond shaped. Signs 
should be placed in open areas or where a trail user 
may become confused. 

If uncertain about the effectiveness of signing, invite 
a local trail user to identify where deficiencies may 
exist. 
SUGGESTED SIGNING PROGRAM: 

I. Trailhead - The following signs should be located 
near the parking lot at the start of the trail. 
a. Major Information Board map of trails distance 

of various routes rules and regulations trail uses 
permitted and prohibited address of person in 
charge of irail operation and maintenance (unit 
manager) emergency telephone numbers 
where to go and whom to see in case of 
emergency registration interpretive informa­
tion trail conditions 

b. You Are Here - ted at the trailhead and at 
int_ersections with other trails. 
i. if necessary, direction of trail (one-way, 

two-way) 
ii. trail distances (miles or kilometers) 
iii. location of facilities 
iv. you are here location marker 

2. Information -
a. Use Designation - Should be located at all 

intersections where incompatible users may 
enter the trail. 

b. Interpretive - Located at points of interest 
along trail. Consult regional naturalist for 
recommendations concerning interpretive 
signs. 

c. General Information - Located and designed 
to provide information to trail users to assist 
or improve their ability to safely and enjoyably 
use the trail. 

3. Traffic -
a. Stop -

i. Location: every traveled public road or 
railroad crossing. 
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b. Stop Ahead -
i. Location: should appear before traveled 

public road or railroad crossing. 
c. Do Not Enter -

1. Location: ski or other trail intersections, 
one-way trails, prohibited areas. 

d. Yield -
i. Location: intersections with other trails in 

open areas. May also be used at private 
trail crossing found on railroad grades. 

e. Caution -
1. Location: should be placed prior to all 

potentially hazardous areas such as cliff 
edges, rock falls, steep hills, congestl.!d 
areas, bridges, sharp ditches, sharp curves. 

[ Reassuring Blazer -
i. Location: where requirl.!d to reassure trail 

user is on the right trail, more in open areas, 
less in thick woods. May also be needed 
at unused road or trail intersections. 

g. Directional and Trail Junctions -
1. Location: based on trail junction. Direc­

tional arrows should be placed prior to 
sharp curves and turns, distance will 
depend on anticipated speed of user. On 
snowmobile trails, these signs should 
appear at least 50 feet prior to the turn, 
curve, or junction. 

h. Snowmobile Trail -
1. Location: start of trail and at trail intl.!r­

sections with other use trails. 
1. No Snowmobiling -

i. Location: where needed to restrict snow­
mobile use. 

j. No Motorized Vehicle -
i. Location: where necessary to prohibit use, 

by motorized vehicles except snowmobiles. 
4. Temporary and Special Signs -

a. Trail Closed -
i. Location: at points where users could entl.!r 

the trail. 
b. Handicapped Accessible and Decals -

i. Location: trailhead and facilities. 
c. Grant-In-Aid -

1. Location: at intersections of DNR and GIA 
trails, also at GIA trailheads. 

d. Mileage Markers (optional) -
i. Location: at intervals of miles or kilometers. 
ii. Mileage markers can be very helpful to 

the trail user and manager. They let trail 
users krtow the distance they have traveled 
or must travel to return to the trailhead. 
They can help the manager easily identify 
maintenance problem areas and can also 
be useful to help locate injured or stranded 
trail users. 

e. Caution Truck Hauling -
i. Placed to provide warnings where logging 

or other trucks cross or share trail tread way. 
F. Stay on Trail -

i. Placed in areas where trespass from trail 
or environmental impacts are of concern. 

g. Ski Pass Required -
i. Place at all entry points to ski trails 

supported by state funds. 



MINNESOTA LIABILITY LAW 
Private Lands and Waters, Public Use 

87.01 POLICY. 
. It is the policy of the state, in funherance of the 
public health and welfare, to encourage and promote 
the use of privately owned lands and waters for 
beneficial recreational purposes, and the provisions of 
this chapter are enacted to that end. 

History: 1961 c 638 s I; 1971 c 946 s I 87.02 
LRepealed, 1971 c 946 s 9 J 
87.021 DEFINITIONS. 

Subdivision I. For the purposes of this chapter the 
terms defined in this section have the meanings given 
them, except where the context clearly indicates 
otherwise. 

Subd. 2. "Land" means privately owned or leased 
land, roads, water, watercourses, private ways and 
buildings, structures, and machinery or equipment 
when allached to the land. 

Subd. 3. "Owner" means the possessorofa fee interest 
or a life estate, a tenant, lessee, occupant or person 
in control of the land. 

Subd. 4. "Recreational purpose" .includes, but is not 
limited to, any of the following, or any combination 
thereof: hunting, trapping, fishing, swimming, boating, 
camping, picnicking, hiking, bicycling, horseback 
riding, firewood gathering, pleasure driving including 
snowmobiling and the operation of any motorized 
vehicle or conveyance upon a road or upon or across 
any land in any manner whatsoever, nature study, water 
skiing, winter sports, and viewing or enjoying historical, 
archaeological, scenic, or scientific sites. 

Subd. 5. "Charge" means any admission price asked 
or charged for services, entertainment, recreational use 
or other activity or the offering of products for sale 
to the recreational user by a commercial for profil 
enterprise direclly related to the use of the land. 

History: 1971 c 946 s 2; 1982 c 373 s 1-4 
87.022 LRepealed, 1982 c 373 s 9) 
87.0221 OWNER'S DUTY OF CARE OR DUTY TO 
GIVE WARNINGS. 

Except as specifically recognized by or provided in 
section 87.025, an owner (a) owes no du1y of care 
10 render or maintain the land safe for entry or use 
by other persons for recreational purposes, (b) owes 
no duty to warn those ,persons of any dangerous 
condition on the land, whether patent or latent, (c) 
owes no duty of care toward those persons except to 
refrain from willfully taking action to cause injury, 
and (d) owes no duty to curtail use of the land during 
its use for recreational purposes. 

History: 1973 c 703 s I; 1982 c 373 s 5; 1986 
C 444 
87.023 OWNER'S LIABILITY. 

Except as provided in section 87 .025, an owner who 
either directly or indirectly invites or permits without 
charge any person to use the land for recreational 
purposes does nol thereby: 
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(a) Extend any assurance that the land is safe for 
any purpose; 

(b) Confer upon such person the legal status of an 
invitee or licensee to whom a duty of care is owed; 

(c) Assume responsibility for or incur liability for 
any injury to person or property caused by an act 
or omission of such persons. 

History: 1971 c 946 s 4; 1982 c 373 s 6, I 986 
c444 
87.024 LIABILITY; LEASED LAND, WATER 
FILLED MINE PITS. Unless otherwise agreed in 
writing, the provisions of sections 87.022 and 87.023 
shall be deemed applicable to the duties and liability 
of an owner of the following described land: (I) land 
leased to the state or any subdivision thereof for 
recreational purposes; or (2) idled or abandoned, water 
filled, mine pits whose pit walls may slump or cave, 
and to which water the public has access from a water 
access sited operated by a public entity. 

History: 1971 c 946 s 5; 1987 c 384 art 2 s I; 
1988 C 530 S 3 
87.025 OWNER'S LIABILITY; NOT LIMITED. 

Except as provided in this chapter nothing herein 
limits in any way any liability which otherwise exists: 

(a) For conduct which, at law, entitles a trespasser 
to maintain an action and obtain relief for the conduct 
complained of; 

(b) For injury suffered in any case where the owner 
charges the person or persons who enter or go on the 
land for thi: recreational use thereot: except that in 
the case of land leased to the stale or a subdivision 
thereof, any consideration received from the stale or 
subdivision thereof by the owner for such lease shall 
not be deemed a charge within the meaning of this 
section. 

History: Ex 1971 c 3 s 88 subd I; 1982 c 373 s 
7 
87.026 LAND USER'S LIABILITY. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to: 
(a) Create a duty of care or ground of liability for 

injury to persons or property; 
(b) Relieve any person using the land of another 

for recreational purposes from any obligation which 
he may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise 
care in use of such land in the person's activities 
thereon, or from the legal consequences of failure to 
employ such care. 

History: 1971 c 946 s 7; I 986 c 444 
87.03 DEDICATION. 

No dedication of any land in connection with any 
use by any person for a recrealional purpose shall take 
effecl in consequence of the exercise of such use for 
any lenglh of lime hereafter except as expressly 
permiued or provided by the owner. 

History: 1961 c 638, s 3; 1963 c 207 s 2; 1971 
c 946 s 8; I 982 c 373 s 8 
87.04 LRepealed,.1971 c 946 s 9) 
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STATE FUNDED TRAILS 
REGULATION OF USE 

84.90 LIMITATIONS ON THE OPERATION OF 
RECREATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Subd. 4. It is unlawful for a person to post, mutilate, 
or remove any notice or sign provided in this section 
upon any lands or waters over which he has no right, 
title, interest, or license. It is unlawful for a person 
other than a duly constituted legal authority to so post 
any public lands, including but not limited to tax 
forfeited lands, as above described. It is unlawful for 
a person to mutilate, destroy, damage, or remove any 
shelter, comfort station or other trail facility on any 
trail established on state owned land or on any 
recreational trail which is funded in whole or in part 
by state grant-in-aid funds. 
85.018 TRAIL USE; VEHICLES REGULATED, 
RESTRICTED. 

Subdivision 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this 
section: 

(a) "Trail" means a recreational trail, which is funded 
in whole or in part by state grants-in-aid to a local 
unit of government. 

(b) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the 
state agency from which the grants-in-aid are received. 

Subd. 2. Authority of local government. (a) A local 
government unit that receives state grants-in-aid for 
any trail, with the concurrence of the commissioner, 
and the landowner or land lessee, may: 

( l) designate the trail for use by snowmobiles or 
for nonmotorized use from December l to April l 
of any year; and · 

(2) issue any permit required under subdivisions 3 
to 5. 

(b) A local government unit that receives state grants­
in-aid under section 84.927, subdivision 2, for any trail, 
with the concurrence of the commissioner, and 
landowner or land lessee, may: 

(l) designate the trail specifically for use at various 
times of the year by all-terrain vehicles, for non­
motorized use such as ski touring, snowshoeing, and 
hiking, and for multiple use, but not for motorized 
and nonmotorized use at the same time; and 

(2) issue any permit required under subdivisions 3 
to 5. 

(c) A local unit of government that receives state 
grants-in-aid for any trail, with the concurrence of 
the commissioner and landowner or land lessee, may 
designate certain trails for joint use by snowmobiles 
and all-terrain vehicles. 

Subd. 3. Motorized use; permits, restrictions. Permits 
may be issued for motorized vehicles, other than those 

designated, to use a trail designated for use by 
snowmobiles or all-terrain vehicles. Notice of the 
permit must be conspicuously posted, at the expense 
of the permit holder, at no less than one-half mile 
intervals along the trail, for the duration of the permit. 
Permits shall require that permit holders return the 
trail and any associated facility to their original 
condition if any damage is done by the permittee. 
Limited permits for special events such as races may 
be issued and shall require the removal of any trail 
markers, banners and other material use in connection 
with the special event. 

Subd. 4. Nonmotorized use trails. No motorized 
vehicle shall be operated on a trail designated for 
nonmotorized use. 

Subd. 5. Snowmobile and all-terrain vehicle trails 
restricted. (a) From December 1 to April 1 in any 
year no use of a motorized vehicle other than a 
snowmobile, unless authorized by permit, lease or 
easement, shall be permitted on a trail designated for 
use by snown1obiles. 

(b) From December I to April I in any year no 
use of a motorized vehicle other than an all-terrain 
vehicle, unless authorized by permit, shall be permitted 
on a trail designated for use by all-terrain vehicles. 

Subd. 6. Exceptions. The following motor vehicles 
are exempt from the provisions of subdivisions 3 to 
5: 

(a) military, fire, emergency or law enforcement 
vehicles used for official or emergency purposes; 

(b) vehicles registered to the county, state or federal 
government; 

(c) vehicles authorized by permit, lease or contract; 
(d) vehicles owned by private persons engaged in 

the upkeep and maintenance of the trail systems under 
the direction of the local unit of government that 
manages the trail; and · 

(e) vehicles registered to or operated with the 
permission of a land owner on whose lands the trail 
system has been constructed, but only with respect 
to operation on the land of that owner. 

Subd. 7. Streets and highways. This section does 
not apply to any portion of a trail located on any street 
or highway as defined in section 169.0 I. 

Subd. 8. Enforcement. The provisions of this section 
may be enforced by officers of the department of 
natural resources as provided· in sections 97 A.20 I to 
97A.235. 

History: 1981 c 215 s 2; 1984 c 609 s 5; 1986 
c 386 art 4 s 17; 1986 c 452 s 16 



TRAIL PERMIT 

THIS PERMIT is granted this day of 19 , by ___________________ _ 
Permitters, to the Permittee to establish and maintain on the hereinafter described land a trail route. 

That ________________ _, the (record owners, contract for deed purchasers, lessees) in 
consideration of ______________ _, grants this permit over and upon the following described 
premises situated in the County of __________________ _, State of Minnesota, to wit: 

SUBJECT TO: 
I. This permit shall terminate upon sale of the land, or upon notification in writing to the Permittee six (6) 

months prior to termination by the Permitters. 
2, The right-of-way shall be open to the general public for (snowmobile/cross-country ski) use. 
3. The Permittee shall at all times have the right to enter upon said right-of-way for any purpose necessary 

to the performance of lawful powers and duties. 
4. The Permitters shall have the right to close said right-of-way during any emergency, with the approval 

of the Permittee. 
5. The permit is for a foot width over the route to be used. 

DATE: 

(Landowner Signature) 

(Club Representative) 

NOTE: All Trail Permits are to be made out to the club Sponsor as the Permittee, not the club. Permits can 
be made out to club only if the Sponsor has specifically given written permission and authority to 
the club, and the club ,has been incorporated. 
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EASEMENT 

THIS INDENTURE, made this _4th_ day of 4. All trees having a commercial value 
_September-, 19 ___ , between _l',fr. and will be cut in standard' lengths and piled con-
Mrs. Peter Sames_, of the County of _Lake_, veniently by the Pll~iy.-of the second part, 
and State of Minnesota, part_ies_ of the first for disposal by ,ia.le oi;''otheq_via~ by the 
part, and _Lake County_, party of the second part_ies_ of Vie--~st i>¥t} ·1 ) 
part. / V/ 1/ 

5. In ordett,o ... preserv'l,the ;,c~nic beauty 
WITNESSETH, that the said part_ies_ of of the demised' land"the parL]es_ of the 

the first part, in consideration of the sum of first part agree(s) to'-refrain,from cutting 
_$1.00/Year_ to ..Jfr. & Mrs. Sames_ in any trees or removing an-:f yegetation from 
hand paid by the said party of the second part, said land without the express written con-
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, sent/4,!he party ofAhe second part. 
do(es) hereby Grant and Convey an easement • 1 , 

and right in perpetuity; easement and right dur- 6. Al~gns, pos\ing)l and other markers 
ing the winter season; easement and right during sh,_al).._be appr~ed bj }he part_ies_ of the 
the months of __November thru February_ for first pa~ '-..../ / ' 
the coming _5-; year(s) unto the sai~ party of 7. This 'ea1i_em1nt is terminated if the 
the second part, its successors and assigns, sub-~desi~ated Janet:: VI not used by the party of 
~ect to th~ terms he~eof, ~ver and_ upon the follow- the SfCond part for the purpose of construct-
mg described premises. situated m t~e County of .....---i-qg f _snowmobile_ trail for a period of 
_Lake_, State of Mmnesota, to-wit: "-._ope;Year, or if the party of the second part 

A strip of land -12_ feet in width over and~ faij13 _to comply with any of the conditions 
across the following described lands: · "'-. of th1&.7sement. 

"8.. ;'he party of the second part shall 
Legal Description /~ maiaj;ain the area under easement in a safe 

condition at all times. 
T~e. location of said strip of land is s~~~ on , T" HAVE AND TO HOLD THE SAME to 

Exh1b1t "A" attached hereto and made a\~~ ~, . ' 
ereo , or e o owmg escr1 e purposes. / 

l-- , . 'ilsptgns. 
h f f th f II • d 'b d · ~,~the party of the second part, its successors and 

The PUri_>ose and intent of tht e~sement--is.. VIN TESTIMONY WHEREOF the said Parties 
to establish, construct, and m<l'y.~11,\~now- X. h b 'b d h · ' d 

b ·z t ·1 t be d b th bl! Th'--./ uave ereunto su S<:rJ e t e1r names the ay and 
mo 1 e r~i O use . Y e pu 'Is:' . 1 year first above written. 
easement 1s conveyed subJect to the foll~QB) 

terms and conditions: J../ --------,,;;-.--,--------=-:----
1. The party of the second part acknowl- Signature: Date: 

edges that the part...,:i'es:::,:,...J2t the first part 
shall incur no expenses associated"-With the 
construction and mai~tepanc.e of . th✓ trail. 

\" / /-, / 
2. -Prior to this easell\enytak1ng affect, 

the party of the second pa'tf~iJI submit for 
approval to the part__ies_ oftpe first part 
a plan describing the placement.and construc­
tion of any' items tllat. the party of the second 
part inte~ds to.place or.,construct on the de­
scribed _lands:'' Any ,J>uch '>items to be placed 
or constructed gursuapti to this agreement 
will be limited·'to it~s 1 which may be rea­
sonably constr4ed'·as furthering the express 
purpose of this .fand''use. No deviations from 
this plan will be allowed except with the ap­
proval of the part__ies_ of the first part. 

3. All stumps, slash and other. debris re­
sulting from the clearing of the right-of-way 
will be disposed of by the party of the second 
part by burning or otherwise, according to 
law. 
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Signature: 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF _Lake_ 

Date: 

-ss 

On this _6th_ day of __ September __ , 
19_78_, before me, a Notary Public in and for 
the State of Minnesota,, appeared ..Jfr. & Mrs. 
Peter Sames_ to me known to be the persons 
described in and who executed the foregoing 
easement, and acknowledged that they executed 
the same as their free act and deed, 

Signature: Notary Public 

•Note: If only one person is granting an ease­
ment the clauses should read the part_y_, 



COMMON TRAIL SIGN ORDER FORM 
DATE: _________ _ 

FOR: __________ _ 
PER: ___________ _ 

ORDERED RECEIVED POSTED 

DATE PICKED UP: _______ _ 

NRS-310 Decal - Snowmobiling 

NRS-310 Decal - Cross-Country Ski 
NR8-3 l 1A Recreational Use Blank/ 18" x 12" 

NR8-3 l 1B Recreational Use Blank/ 12" x 12" 

NRS-329 Stay on Trail 

NRS-403 No Motorized Vehicles Except Snowmobiles 

NRS-405 Stop 

NRS-406 Stop Ahead 

NRS-407 Do Not Enter 

NRS-408 
NRS-409 
NRS-410 
NRS-411 
NRS-412 

Decal for NRS-407 - One Way 

Decal for NRS-407 - Road Closed 

Decal For NRS-407 - Trail Closed 

Decal For NR8-407 - Bridge Out 

Yield 

Caution 

Ski Trail - Easy 

Ski Trail - Intermediate 

Ski Trail - Most Difficult 

PLEASE SPECIFY FOR THE FOLLOWING SIGNS BLUE (Ski) OR ORANGE (Snowmobile): 

BLUE ORANGE 

NRS-416 
NRS-417 
NRS-421 
NRS-511 
NRS-608 
NRS-616 
NRS-617 

NRS-413 
NRS-414 
NRS-414 
NRS-414 
NRS-414 
NRS-414 
NRS-415 

No Snowmobiling 

Reassuring Blazer 

Information with Intersection 

Information with "T" Junction 

Information with Arrow 

Information with •y• Right 

Information with •y• Left 

Information with Snowmobile 

No Motorized Vehicles Permitted 

Caution Trucks Hauling 

Snowmobile Trail Closed 

Grants-In-Aid Trail 

Ski Pass Required 

Notice to Skiers 

Fence Reflector 

NOTE: These signs are available on a limited basis through DNR Area Offices. Quantities· are limited. 

If signs are not available, the Trail Administrator is responsible for obtaining signs from other sources. 
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TRAIL USER MAPS AND PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Accurate maps of the trail system should be prepared 
for free distribution to users. They should be available 
at the trailhead, DNR offices, and other locations 
convenient to the public and should include the 
following data: 
l. Trail Name or Names. 
2. Trail Location - Give direction how to get to the 

trail system parking lot from the nearest town and 
major highway. A small state map showing the 
general location in the state could also be useful. 

3. Trail Length - Show the number of miles/km for 
each segment or loop. 

4. Trail Use - Identify loops or segments designated 
for snowmobiling use, as well as trails closed to 
snowmobiling if the potential for conflict with other 
users exist, e.g., cross-country skiing. 

5. Trail Connections - Identify other trails the trail 
connects to such as: 
a. State Parks and State Forests; 
b. State Trails; or, . 
c. Other Grants-In-Aid Trails. 

6. Trail Information - Give name, address and phone 
number of an individual who may be contacted 
for information, contact the local chamber of 
commerce to identify them as the local contact. 
The phone nuryiber of the local conservation officer 
may also be helpful. 

7. Bridges - Show all bridge crossings. 
8. Roads - Identify maintained state forest roads and 

portions used as trails; also identify roads not 
maintained, but suitable for sno_wmobiling. 

9. Mark on map and/or list locations where the 
following services would be available: 
Gas 
Food 
Lodging 
Nearest DNR office 
Other helpful information 
Repair services 
Medical facilities 
Law enforcement officers 
911 or Zenith 

I 0. Develop a grid system for safety purposes or 
locating facilities, etc. 

11. Basic Safety Tips - Speed limit, driving on lakes/ 
thin ice,- frostbite, trail signs, etc. Statements 
concerning speed and alcohol should be included 
on the map. 

12. It is helpful to put a date somewhere (bottom right­
hand corner for consistency) on the map so the 
proper maps are in circulation. 

County highway maps available through the 
State Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) 
serve as ideal basemaps for showing snowmobile 
trail alignments. These base maps are available 
for most counties from the Trails and Waterways 
Unit. Check with the Area Trails and Waterways 
Supervisor for your county. 



TORT CLAIMS, STATE 

Section 3.736, Subdivision 3, Minnesota Statutes ( 1989 
Supplement) 

Subd 3. [EXCLUSIONS.] Without intent to preclude 
the courts from finding additional cases where the state 
and its employees should not, in equity and good 
conscience, pay compensation for personal injuries or 
property losses, the legislature declares that the state 
and its employees are not liable for the following losses: 

(a) a loss caused by an act or omission of a state 
employee exercising due care in the execution of a 
valid or invalid statute or rule; 

(b) a loss caused by the performance or failure to 
perform a discretionary duty, whether or not the 
discretion is abused; 

(c) a loss in connection with the assessment and 
collection of taxes; 

(d) a loss caused by snow or ice conditions on a 
highway or public sidewalk that does not abut a publicly 
owned building or a publicly owned parking lot, except . 
when the condition is affirmatively caused by the 
negligent acts of a state employee; 

(e) a loss caused by wild animals in their natural 
state, except as provided in section 3.7371; 

(f) a loss other than injury to or loss of property 
or personal injury or death; 

(g) a loss caused by the condition of inimproved 
real property owned by the state, which means land 
that the state has not improved, state land that contains 
idled or abandoned mine pits or shafts, and appur­
tenances, fixtures, and attachments to land that the state 
has neither affixed or improved; 

(h) a loss incurred by a user and arising from the 
construction, operation, or maintenance of the outdoor 
recreation system, as defined in section 86A.04, or 
for a loss arising from the construction, operation, 
maintenance, or administration of grants-in-aid trails 
as defined in section 85.018, or for a loss arising from 
the construction, operation, or maintenance of a water 

access site created by the iron range ·resources and 
rehabilitation board, except that the state is liable for 
conduct that would entitle a trespasser to damages 
against a private person. For the purposes of this clause, 
a water access site, as defined in section 86A.04 or 
created by the iron range resources and rehabilitation 
board, that provides access to an idled, water filled 
mine pit, also includes the entire water filled area of 
the pit and, further, includes losses caused by the caving 
or slumping of the mine pit walls; 

(i) a loss of benefits or compensation due under a 
program of public assistance or public welfare, except 
if state compensation for loss is expressly required by 
federal law in order for the state to receive federal 
grants-in-aid; 

G) a loss based on the failure of a person to meet 
the standards needed for a license, permit, or other 
authorization -issued by the state or its agents; 

(k) a loss based on the usual care and treatment, 
or lack of care and treatment, of a person at a state 
hospital or state corrections facility where reasonable 
use of available appropriations has been made to 
provide care; 

(I) loss, damage, or destruction of property of a 
patient or inmate of a state institution; 

(m) a loss for which recovery is prohibited by section 
169.121, subdivision 9; 

(n) a loss caused by an aeration, bubbler, water 
circulation, or similar system used to increase dissolved 
oxygen or maintain open water on the ice of public 
waters, that is operated under a permit issued by the 
commissioner of natural resources; and 

(o) a loss incurred by a visitor to the Minnesota 
zoological garden, except that the state is liable for 
conduct that would entitle a trespasser to damages 
against a private person. 

The state will not pay punitive damages. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I· 

I 
I 
I 
I 

TORT LIABILITY, POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 

466.01 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision I. Municipality. For the purposes of 

sections 466.0 I to 466.15, "municipality" means any city, 
whether organized under home rule charter or otherwise, 
any county, town public authority, public corporation 
special district, school district, however organized, 
county agricultural society organized pursuant to chapter 
38, joint powers board or organization created under 
section 4 71.59 or other statute, public library, regional 
public library system, multicounty multitype library 
system, or other political subdivision. 

Subd. 2. For the purposes of sections 466.0 I to 466.15, 
the "governing body of a town" means the board of 
supervisors thereof; "school district" includes an 
unorganized tenitory as defined in Minnesota Statutes 
1961, section 120.02, subdivision I 7. 

Subd. 3. For the purposes of sections 466.0 I to 466.15, 
"release" and "hazardous substance" have the meanings 
given in section 1158.02. 

Subd. 4. For the purposes of sections 466.01 to 466.15, 
"day care facility" has the meaning given it in section 
245.782, subdivision 5. 

Subd. 5. For the purposes of sections 466.0 I to 466.15, 
"provider" has the meaning given it in section 245.882, 
subdivision 12. 

Subd. 6. Employee, officer, or agent. For the purposes 
of sections 466.01 to 466.15, "employee," officer," or 
"agent" means a present or former employee, officer, or 
agent of a municipality, or other person acting on behalf 
of the municipality in an official capacity, temporarily 
or permanently, with or without compensation, but does 
not include an independent contractor. 

History: 1963 c 798 s I; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1978 
C 659 S 3; 1983 C 121 S 27; 1983 C 280 S 2; 1986 
c 395 s 12,13; I 986 C 455 s 64; 1988 C 708 s 7 
466.02 TORT LIABILITY. 

Subject to the limitations of sections 466.0 I to 466.15, 
every municipality is subject to liability for its torts and 
those of its officers, employees and agents acting within 
the scope of their employment or duties whether arising 
out of a governmental or proprietary function. 

History: 1963 c 798 s 2; 1976 c 2 s 142 
466.03 EXCEPTIONS. 

Subdivision I. Scope. Section 466.02 does not apply 
to any claim enumerated in this section. As to any such 
claim every municipality shall be liable only in 
accordance with the applicable statute and where there 
is no such statute, every municipality shall be immune 
from liability. 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1987 c 346 s 18) 
Subd. 3. Tax claims. Any claim in connection with 

the assessment and collection of taxes. 
Subd. 4. Accumulations of snow and ice. Any claim 

based on snow or ice conditions on any highway or public 
sidewalk that does not abut a publicly-owned building 
or publicly-owned parking lot, except when the condition 
is affirmatively caused by the negligent acts of the 
municipality. 

Subd. 5. Execution of statute. Any claim based upon 
an act or omission of an officer or employee, exercising 
due care, in the execution of a valid or invalid statute, 
charter, ordinance, resolution, or rule. 

Subd. 6. Discretionary acts. Any claim based upon 
the performance or the failure to exercise or perform 
a discretionary function or duty, whether or not the 
discretion is abused. 

Subd. 6a. Driving under the influence; custody of motor 
vehicle. Any claim for which recovery is prohibited by 
section 169.121, subdivision 9. 

Subd. 6b. Unimproved property. Any claim basc::d upon_ 
the condition of unimproved real property ownc::d by the:: 
municipality. 

25 

Subd. 6c. Water access sites. Any claim based upon 
the construction, operation, or maintenance· by a 
municipality of a water access site creatc::d by the iron 
range resources and rehabilitation board. A water accc::ss 
site under this subdivision that provides access to an idled, 
water filled mine pit also includes the entire waler filled 
area of the pit, and, further, claims related to a mine 
pit water access site under this subdivision include those 
based upon the caving or slumping of mine pit walls. 

Subd. 6d. Licensing of providers. A claim against a 
municipality based on the failure of a provider to meet 
the standards needed for a license to operate a day care 
facility, as defined in section 245.782, subdivision 5, fur 
children, unless the municipality had actual knowledge 
of a failure to meet licensing standards that resulted in 
a dangerous condition that foreseeably threatened the 
plaintiff. 

Subd. 6e. Parks and recreation areas. Any claim based 
upon the construction, operation, or maintenance of any 
property owned or leased by the municipality that is 
intended or permitted to be used as a park, as an open 
area for recreational purposes, or for the provision of 
recreational services, or from any claim based on. the 
clearing of land, removal of refuse, and certain of trails 
or paths without artificial surfaces, if the claim arises 
from a loss incurred by a user of park and recreation 
property or services. Nothing in this subdivision limits 
the liability of a municipality for conduct that would 
entitle a trespasser to damages against a private person. 

Subd. 7. Other immunity. Any claim against a 
municipality as to which the municipality is immune:: 
from liability by the provisions of any other statute. 

Subd. 8. Any claim for a loss other than injury to 
or loss of property or personal injury or death. 

Subd. 9. Any claim for a loss of benefits or 
compensation due under a program of public assistance 
or public welfare, except where municipal compensation 
for loss is expressly required by federal law in order 
for the municipality to receive federal grants-in-aid. 

Subd. 10. Any claim for a loss based on the failure 
of any person to meet the standards needed for a license, 
permit, or other authorization issued by the municipality 
or its agents. 

Subd. 11. Any claim for a loss based on the usual 
care and treatment, or lack of care and treatment, of 
any person at a municipal hospital or corrections facility 
where reasonable use of available funds has been made 
to provide care. 

Subd. 12. Any claim for a loss, damage::, or destruction 
of property of a patient or inmate of a municipal 
institution. 

Subd. 13. Any claim for a loss caused by the condition 
of unimproved real property owned by a municipality, 
which means land that the municipality has not improved, 
land that is owned or administered by the municipality 
that contains idled or abandoned mine pits or shafts, 
and appurtenances, fixtures, and attachments to land that 
the municipality has neither affixed or improved. 

Subd. 14. Any claim for a loss for whii.:h recovery 
is prohibited by section 169.121, subdivision 9. 

Subd. 15. Any claim against a munidpality, if the 
same claim would be exduded under sei.:tion 3.736, if 
brought against the state. 

Sub<l. 16. Any claim against a county arising from 
the operation of an all-terrain vehide on land admin­
istered by a county under i.:hapter 280.281 or 282 exi.:c::pt 
that the rnunty is liable fur rnndui.:t that would t!ntillc:: 
a trespasser to damages against a private person. 

History: 1963 c 798 s 3; 1975 i.: 359 s 23; 1982 
i.: 423 s 13; 1983 i.: 362 s I; 1985 i.: 248 s 70; 1Spl985 
i.: 13 s 346, 1986 i.: 395 s 14; 1986 i.: 455 s 65-74: 
1988 i.; 530 S 9,(0; (989 I.: 331 X 24 

.. 
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TRAIL DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS 

HIKING 

Trail surface: 

natural, such as sod, or crushed stone if moderate to heavy use is expected 

crowned or pitched for drainage 

Tread width: 

3-4', wider if large groups are expected 

Trail clearing: 

2' beyond each side of tread 

8' high 

Gradient: 

<5% for sustained distance 

< 10% for distance up to 100' 

steps may be used if> 10% 

Additional: 

4' minimum radius on switchbacks 

BICYCLE 

Trail surface: 

paved preferred, compacted crushed stone adequate 

crowned or pitched for drainage 

Tread width: 

8' to allow 2-way traffic or passing 

Trail clearing: 

2' beyond each side of tread 

8' high 

Gradient: 

0-3% desirabel for sustained distance 

6% for up to 300' 

10% for up to 100' 



added width is needed to allow maneuvering on steep slopes 

Turning radius: . 

35' for speeds up to 12 mph ( average bicycle speed) 

8' for walking speed 

Additional: 

on-road bicycle lane should be striped and signed to MnDOT requirements 

HORSE 

Trail surface: 

natural preferred, crushed stone acceptable 

type and amount of.surfacing material dependent on soil condition and 

intensity of use 

Tread width: 

3' for single-file use 

Trail clearing: 

3' each side of tread 

10' high 

Gradient: 

0-10% desired 

20% for up to 100' 

extra surface hardening needed on steep slopes 

Additional: 

design bypass for seasonally wet areas 

plan only for erosion resistant soils 

avoid pavement, to prevent injury to horse 

on side hills, line downhill edge with rocks or logs to control widening of trail 

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING 

Trail surface: 

natural, or crushed stone base if grooming equipment will be used. 
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Trail clearing: 

6-8' if single track 

10' if double track 

8' minimum if grooming equipment used 

8' for skating track 

10' minimum on slopes for snowplow and herringbone 

10' high, plus maximum snow depth expected 

Gradient: 

< 10% for "novice" trails 

<25% for "intermediate" trails 

<40% for "expert" trails 

Additional: 

provide adequate sight distance from top of long slope 

provide adequate run-out at bottom of slope 

avoid curves at bottom of slope 

avoid placing bridges directly at bottom of slope 

avoid direct side slope 

SNOWMOBILE 

Trail surface: 

natural, or crushed stone, depending on soil condition 

Trail clearing: 

12' if grooming equipment used 

10' high, plus maximum snow depth expected 

Gradient: 

maximum 12% 

25% for short distances 

slopes should be crossed straight on, avoiding side slopes 

Additional: 

provide sight distance of 300' (based on 30mph) 

one-way trails preferred for safety 
provide signage with a uniform marking system, nqting trail intersection, raod 
crossings, and other hazards 



References 

Allan, N.J.R. 1980. "Parks but little recreation: A report on cross-country skiing from the 
nations snowiest metropolitan area". In: North American Symposium on Dispersed 
Winter Recreation. St. Paul: University of Minnesota, Agriculture Extension Service. 

Hammitt, W.E., Cole, D.N. 1987. Wildland Recreaction, Ecology and Management. New 
York: John Wiley and Sons. 

Hultsman, J., Cottrell, R., and Zales-Hultsman, W. 1987. Trails: Pathways for People. In: 
Planning Parks for People. State College, PA: Venture Publishing. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Recreation. 1973 
Snowmobiling and Ski Touring Trail Manual. 

Minnesota Department of Transportation. 1975. Bicycle Trails Manual. 

Parks Canada, Engineering and Architecture Branch. 1978. Trail Manual. Ottawa, Canada: 
Minister of Supply and Services. Secs 1,4. 

.. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1· 
I 
I 
I 
-1 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I APPENDIX F 

I PLANNING MATRIX 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



PI.ANNING TECHNIQUES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 

DESCRIPTION 

SYNOPTIC 

* Systematic process evaluating 
the various means to achieve 
a desired end. 

* Dominant form of planning. 
* Alternatives are identified, 

choice criteria are applied 
to alternatives and a course 
of action is identified. 
(McCool and Ashor,1984) 

CHARACTERISTICS 

* Relies on goals and objectives. 
* Systematic search for feasible 

alternatives. 
* Large information requirements. 
* Use of computer modeling techniques. 

(McCool, 1990) 

TRANSACTIVE 

* Small working groups 
of citizens work with 
a planner-facilitator 
to resolve problems 
that confront them. 

* Knowledge of the citizen 
is combined with the 
knowledge of the planner 
to resolve the problem. 

· (McCool,1990) 

* Built upon three specific 
concepts 

1. Societal guidance 
2. Mutual learning 
3. Dialogue 

ADVOCACY 

* Groups formed to represent 
the disadvantaged. 

* Usually a planner is hired to 
advocate for the group 
in planning efforts. 
(McColl, 1990) 

* Strong activist and 
vocal component. 

-------------------



-------------------
ADVANTAGES 

* Involves rational means to 
an end relationship. 

* Quantifiable technique to 
optimize combinations 
of resources to achieve 
frequently conflicting 
goals. 
(McColl, 1990) 

DISADVANTAGES 

* Often planners settle for information 
that is available, or "best guesses" 
rather than information that is 
suitable for the model. 

* Goals often conflicting, posing problems 
for planners. 
(McCool, 1990) 

* Attempts to arrive at decisions 
about the future through 
full public involvement. 
(McCool, 1990) 

* Implementation in conjunction 
with wilderness issues 
results in more of an 
implementation style of 
synoptic planning. 
(McCool, 1990) 

* Planners continually champion 
the rights of their groups. 

* They take an adversarial 
position and provide negative 
input in the plans of other 
agencies. 

* Little experience in 
recreational planning. 

* Planners generally do 
not provide alternatives. 
(McCool, 1990) 




