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Stop The Freeway 
Action Group Goes To 

by Eric Fredricks 
The Stop the Freeway Action 

Group , a citizens group 
organized to oppose the 
Highway Department and the 
big money interests pushing for 
extension of the Duluth section 
of Interstate 35 all the way 

. through Duluth, has begun to 
attract considerable support 
for its goals. Specifically, the 

· S.T.F.A.G. is attempting to ob­
tain rejection of the present 
Highway Department proposal 
for extension of 1-35. That 
proposal is to bulldoze the 
freeway around downtown , 
through the area the Fitger 
Brewery Bldg now occupies, 
over part of the present route of 
Superior St. , moving Superior 
St. slightly north, then tunnel 
under Leif Erikson Park and 
the Duluth Rose Gardens . 
(which constitutes several 
years of trench-digging alone), 
fill in Chester Creek at the 
mouth, plow through the pre­
sent Curling Club facility and 
through a low-income 
neighborhood and continue on 
to 26th Ave. E. where it would 
then turn into a "parkway" 
running north of London Road 
until arrival at 68th Ave. E. 

The Stop the Freeway Action . 
Group organizers point out that 
this is the only proposal that is 
under consideration at the up­
coming hearings in the Duluth 
Arena on Oct. 9, and, despite 
the fact the many people are 
being led to believe that if only 
they support the extension 
perhaps the plan will be altered 
to satisfy their objections, that, 
in fact, if any major 
modifications are to occur in 
the present proposal, it must 
fll'St be rejected. 

Much attention is presently 
being focused on the heralded 
" Environmental Impact 
Study." This study's results 
were announced in the local 
Duluth Herald with the lead­
off statement being, "An en­
vironmental impact study 
issued today on the eastern ·ex­
tension of 1-35 reflected near­
total support of the plan put 
forth by the Minn. Highway 
Dept! " In fact, the study was 
the Highway Dept.'s very own; 
near-total support then was not 
surprising. The study main­
tained that construction of moe 
of the monstrosity as seen now 
in West Duluth in East Duluth 
would mean "reductions (in air 
and noise pollution)", improve­
ment of the "appearance of the 
corridor it occupies," "oppor­
tunities for .. expansion of park 
and recreation land in 
Duluth," preservation of the 
Central Business District as a 
viable economic unit, and .. 
enhancement of the "feasibility 
of public transportation." The 
Impact statement, if taken 
word for word, implies that 
anyone who would be opposed 
to the freeway must be soft in 
the head. 

Stop the Freeway Action 
Group researchers have found 
this impact statement not only 
full of glowing propaganda 
totally in favor of extension, 
but, as could only be expected, 
consequently, full of mis­
leading statements, unsubstan­
tiated contentions, vag\,le 
references, and complete 
falsehoods based on faulty .or · 
incomplete research. It does 
not, as an Impact Statement, · 
they maintain, meet federal 

requirements, and, if need be, 
the Highway Dept. will be sued 
on that basis as well as 
probably for thel' reasons. 
Is this proposed design for the 

extension of 1-31> so unique? 
Truly, if it did the thing(! the 
Impact statement maintains it 
would do, it would be one-of­
its-kind in t he world! 
Arguments have been sub­
mitted by West Duluthians, 
angry that the fr1eeway already 
made it through .their part of 
the city, that now its time for 
the wealthy East Duluthians to 
"take their medicine." 
However, in line with · most 
freeways in the country, exten­
sion of 1-35 will not, by and 
large, occur t hrough the 
wealthy east neighborhoods, 
but rather through every low­
income housing al!'ea in the cor­
ridor. It will not go through 
high income housing district's 
front yards, but Jrather through 
the people's parks. Also not 
recognized by all Duluthians is 
the fact that no matter whose 
neighborhood the freeway 
travels through, the resulting 
reduction in taxatble real estate 
in the city will mean further in­
creases in thE~ amount of 

phol"' by A<than Hart. 

property taxes they pay. As for 
business, if the freeway im­
proved or even preserved the 
CBD of Duluth, it would be a 
miracle in term11 of what has 
occured in all other cities. A.Q. 
Mowbray, in his book, ROAD . 
TO RUIN, points out that of 
businesses forced to relocate, 
despite relocatio111 monies often 
available, one third fail to do 
80. A study of ciities subjected 
to through-city freeways by the 
Brookings Institllltion between 

1930 and 1960 pointed out that 
though floor space did increase 
10% ~fter construction of such 
freeways, hotel space decreased · 
12%, space devoted to 
educational or cultural in­
stitutions decreased 12% 
manufacturing and wholesale 
went down 11 %, space devoted 
to retail went down 16%, space 
used by government functions 
increased 80%, inside parking 
space went up 40%, and surface 
parking · space increased 203%. 
In all cases, in all cities, of 
course, the percentage of space 
devoted to automobiles in 
terms of simply concrete in­
creased enormously. It is hard 
to see how 1-35 extension will 
result in "improvement of the 
appearance of the corridor," 
downtown, or in the parks. 

So, the Stop the Freeway Ac­
tion Group is trying to get 
everyone possible to the Oct. 9 
hearing in the Arena at 7;30 
p .m. The purpose of the .hear­
ing attendance is not so all can 
listen to the long, glorious ac­
counts of how 1-35 will " im"O 
prove" Duluth as to be 
presented by the Echo consul­
tant team, but in hopes that 
people will remain, after the 
color slide shows of beautiful 
trees that grow along freeways, 
to voice their opposition. The 
Group warns students, par­
ticularily, from being diverted 
to "decoy" hearings to be held 
at St. Scholastica the day 
before and for this reason: at 
the official hearing the goal of' 
the anti-freeway group is to get 
as much vocal opposition 
recorded into the transcripts as 
possible, which is the only 
record of community opposi­
tion that will be passed on to 
the U.S. Dept. of Transporta­
tion. No transcripts will be 
kept at the C.S.S. "decoy" 
hearings, and so no opposition 
voiced there will be recorded. 

Work 

UMD 
' . 

Open !fearing 
October 2 
at Noon 
Kirby Lounge 

On page 60 of LONG RANGE 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN, 
REPORT NO . 4, there is a 
clause which states: 
To assist in resolving thE 

access problems from Wes 
Duluth it is recommended tha 
the University support the ex 
tention of 1-35 and the propos 
ed TOPICS improvements 
(TOPICS is the program of thE 
Duluth City Planning Depart 
ment) 
In order tor the Student 

Association to take a position 
on this we need student input. 
Therefore we are planning a 
student hearing on the above 
resolution. Anyone who wants 
input into the SA decision 
should come to the open 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
October 2, 1973. From 12:00 to 
1:30 in Kirby Student Lounge. 

Get 
Involved 
with SA 
S.A. welcomes anyone who 
would like to get involved in 
S.A., since there is always 
something to do. Please stop in 
the S.A. office (Kirby 150) 
anytime, just to find out more 
about it, to talk, or to join in! 
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