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Minneapolis---Top University of Minnesota educators i n  the heal th  sciences pre- 

sented t h e i r  programs to  the University's b a r d  of Regents todax--and outlined pro- I 

I 
posed plans to  great ly  increase the  number of students t o  be educated i n  the health . I 

sciences a t  the University duping the  next 10 t o  20 years. The presentation was one 

of a ,series of seminars i n i t i a t e d  l a s t  year by the Board of Regents on major develop- 

ments a t  the University. 

The University's program i n  the heal th  sciences was given by D r .  Robert B. . a 

Howard, dean of the College of Medical Sciences, D r .  Erwin M. Schaffer, dean of the 

School of Dentistry, Lawrence C. Weaver, dean of the College of Pharmacy, and John H, 

Westerman, director of University of Mnnesota Hospitals. Elmer W. Learn, ass i s tan t  
c 

t o  President 0. Meredith Wilson of the University, and chairman of the Universityf s 
' 

Committee f o r  the Study of Physical F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the Health Sciences, led  the pre- 

sentation p 

The presentation outlined the methods, f a c i l i t i e s ,  funding and future of the 

University's education of medical students, dental students, students i n  nursing, 

pharmacy, public health and a dozen other  existing o r  new programs i n  associated 
! 

heal th professions. Considerable at tent ion was given to  the needs of Minnesota and 

the  upper midwest f o r  people trained i n  the heal th  sciences. 
n 

I 

The University's major $53-million expansion plan i n  the  health sciences was 

re la ted  t o  present programs, with emphasis on increased qual i ty  of educational pro- 

grams i n  the heal th  sciences, as  well' a s  a s t r iking increase i n  students. The Uni- 

vers i ty '  8 heal th sciences expansion plan was approved by t ho  Roard of Regents i n  July 

of 1966, and presented t o  t h s  Mtnnesota S t i i t ~ ?  I.c;j e l n t ~ ~ t ~ e  sct:.l l o r  t k i  a year. 

The program ca13.s Eoa. nure than d~;~!'ct!f.rig ~.Ludunt enrol1msn.t i n  the .health 
I 
I1 

aciences a t  the Urii.versity, from 3,324 students i n  1966 t o  6,900 students i n  1986. 

i 
i 

I 
I 

(MORE) 

4- - 



- 

i 
,l HEALTH SCIENCES -2- ' 

e Price tag on the expansion proposql i s  $53,440,800. This replaces a $34-million 

10-year building program presented t o  the 1965 legis la ture  which did not anticipate 

expansion of medical and dental classes.  The new proposal represents a more compre- 

hensive approach to  health science f a c i l i t i e s ,  and incorporates the enrollment 

expansion recommendations of the Health Manpower f o r  the Upper Midwest Study, inde- 

pendently sponsored by the H i l l  Family Foundation of St. Paul. 

It i s  expected tha t  about half of the new funds w i l l  come from federal matching 

and private sources. The request before this session of the Minnesota State  Legis- ' 

l a tu re  i s  fo r  $1,150,000 f o r  the next two years to  cover land acquisition costs  

($650,000) and planning ($500,000) . 
The program includes an increase i n  the University's entering medical c lass  from 

160 t o  200 students a t  an early date and establishes plans f o r  expansion to 250 a t  

some time i n  the future. Further medical enrollment increases are  expected i n  in tern  

t raining and graduate students (fellows and residents),  a t  both the University1 s 

medical center and a f f i l i a t ed  hospitals. Medical students w i l l  go from 1,290 i n  1966 

Dental c lasses  w i l l  increase by 4.0 per cent, from 110 t o  150 students, with an 

eventual expansion to 200 students anticipated. Additional students i n  dent is t ry 

. t raining (graduate and postgraduate students, dental hygiene, and dental assistants) 

w i l l  increase the t o t a l  dental student population from 569 i n  1966 t o  1,184 i n  1973. 

Public health programs, such as environmental health, hospital  administration, 

and public health nursing, w i l l  increase from 262 students i n  1966 t o  389 i n  1973, 

with long-range expansion to  5-40 students. 

Nursing programs now conductdd w i l l  show the la rges t  proportional increase 

(nearly 100 per cent), with student training a t  the University of Minnesota going 

from 4.l.7 i n  1966 t o  802 i n  1973. 

Occupational therapy, physical therapy, and 10 other existing o r  new professiond. 

programs i n  the aseociated health sciences wil l  also show signif icant  increases. 

These programs wil l  expand to acoommodate nearly 200 new students by 1973 and as  many 

as  555 new students by 1986. 
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The proposed expansion envisions the remodeling of eXisting basic science 

buildings, the construction of a new dental building, a new outpatient c l in i c  and 

hospital  building (which would include 270 beds), and a new c l i n i c a l  research building. 

The need f o r  a modern and expanded outpatient f a c i l i t y  was stressed. The 

present building was constructed i n  1920. 

Changes i n  education programs fo r  the health sciences a re  a t  the heart  of the 

University's plans. Closer integration of a l l  health science programs, i n  recognition 

of the "team approach" to  comprehensive health care, was a major point. This has 

s igni f icant  implications f o r  the t ra in ing  bf physicians, dent is ts ,  nurses, pharma- 

c i s t s ,  and members of the growing number of associated health professions. Closer 

in te rac t ion  among research workers i n  a l l  areas of the health sciences also i s  a 

p a r t  of the plan. , 

The basis  f o r  the health sciences expansion program a t  the University of Minne- 

so ta  i s  found i n  two recent reports8 Health Manpower f o r  the Upper Midwest (August 

1966), sponsored by the Louis W. and Maud H i l l  Family Foundation, and a preliminary 

report  from the Univeraityls Long Range Planning Study of the Physical Fac i l i t i e s  

f o r  the Health Sciences. 


