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2023 ANNUAL KERLAN AWARD:

Laurie Hertzel and Lauren Stringer

The Kerlan Award Committee led by chair Alex Genis selected two
recipients of the 2023 Kerlan Award to be presented on Tuesday,
October 10, 2023 at the Elmer L. Andersen Library: Laurie Hertzel,
former editor of the Star Tribune Book Review and past president
of the National Book Critics Circle and award-winning artist/writer
Lauren Stringer.

The Kerlan Award is given yearly in recognition of an author or
illustrator’s exceptional attainments in the creation of children’s
literature, support of the creators of children’s literature and/or their
generous contributions and support of the University of Minnesota
Libraries’ Kerlan Collection of Children’s Literature.

Laurie Hertzel and Lauren Stringer join the ranks of previous
recipients of the Kerlan Award that includes such literary luminaries
as Minnesota’s Wanda Gag and Kate DiCamillo, Lois Lowry, Barbara
Cooney, and Tomie DePaola, whose works are contained at the
University of Minnesota’s Kerlan Collection.

Continued on page 6-7.

The 2023 Kerlan Award with

Laurie Hertzel and Lauren Stringer
Tuesday, October 10, 2023

Elmer L. Andersen Library

Doors open at 5:30 pm | Program: 6-7 pm

Book signing and Reception: 7-8 pm

Limited seating. This is a hybrid event. Free of charge.
Register to receive a link to the online event.
Registration: https://zumn.edu/KerlanAward2023

Minnesota Children’s Book Festival:
The Anderson Center, Redwing, MN
Saturday, September 16, 2023
11am-4pm
Writing Heart Map Poems at the Kerlan Friends table.

The 2023 Twin Cities Book Festival
will feature an in-person day of fun at
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds on

Saturday, October 14, 2023
10am-5pm

T h e Ke r I a n The Kerlan is an open access collection. Anyone who wants to explore the materials held

at the University of Minnesota may do so by making an appointment in advance of their

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA planned visit. Contact the staff at asc-clrc@umn.edu. Explore the Kerlan's online exhibits

Driven to Discover® and catalog at Kerlan.umn.edu.
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The Kerlan Collection at the Children’s
Literature Research Collections is an

Susan Kusel

internationally recognized center of
research in the field of children’s literature.
The Collection contains original materials,
including manuscripts, artwork, galleys, and
color proofs for more than 1,700 children’s
book creators. These materials represent
over a century of American children’s

books and selected titles published in

other countries. The Kerlan Collection also
includes more than 110,000 children’s books.

The fall 2023 newsletter is co-sponsored by
the Kerlan Friends and the Kerlan Children’s
Literature Research Collections.
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From The Kerlan Board President

On a mild late summer evening dozens of friends of recently
deceased Minnesota author and 2001 Kerlan Award recipient
Jane Resh Thomas gathered in a Bloomington park to share
their stories of Jane, herself a consummate storyteller. Funny
Gretchen Wronka  stories, poignant stories and grateful stories revealed the
personal impact Jane's mentoring had on so many published
and unpublished writers. | left motivated to explore Kerlan archives to renew my

recollections of Jane's oeuvre.

Easy access via the Kerlan website led to the catalog descriptions of her donated
materials. They include years of correspondence from child and adult readers;
citations to the scholarly research Jane used while writing Behind the Mask: the
life of Queen Elizabeth | (Clarion Books, 1998) and other titles; a portfolio of
children’s artwork; and of course reams of draft typescripts with hand written
edits and comments; reviews of her books; and student assessments of her writing
classes, etc.

Kerlan staff, the best resource to start any research project, quickly found a copy
of Jane's remarks given when she accepted the Kerlan Award. Her speech (in
those days called The Kerlan Lecture) is precisely crafted.

Describing her painful childhood and evoking her reading and library experiences,
Jane builds without sentimentality to a conclusion that rings powerfully today:

“Literature can't always save the world. Hitler probably could read. But | am proof
that literature can lift one person out of despair and give her hope and provide
models of how to live. We should neglect our children’s reading no more than our
fire brigades and our police departments and our bridges over troubled waters,
for literature is a vital part of our social infrastructure. It makes us more than we
were, more nearly what we want to be.”

My superficial dig into Jane Resh Thomas' literary legacy, preserved in the
Children’s Literature Research Collection, the Kerlan, reminded me that she is
in good company with so many other authors and illustrators. These rich troves
of primary source materials from rough beginnings to polished completion are
available to everyone from the curious to the scholarly. Fascinating details await
those of us who spend a couple of quiet hours in the reading room of Andersen
Library on the U of MN campus exploring the archived materials of a favorite
author or illustrator. If you can't come in person, browse the Kerlan's online
archives. https://kerlan.umn.edu/ for the next best literary adventure.

We continue to mourn the loss of Vera Klassen, longtime Kerlan Friend and
Board member. The Kerlan Friends are grateful for Verla's generous bequest to
the Kerlan Chair Endowment. Anyone wishing to donate to the fund can go to
https://kerlan.umn.edu/the-kerlan-campaign/

Happy change of seasons,
Gretchen Wronka

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023
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From the Curator

| have just returned from an exciting
relationship-building trip to Japan
representing the Kerlan at the PLAY!
MUSEUM in Tokyo. It was an exhilarating
Lisa Von Drasek opportunity to present on the manuscript

and art of The Dragons of Blueland and
the work of the Kerlan Collection.

As we prepare for the fall semester and new exhibits,

we are welcoming two new volunteers to our team. The
Kerlan Collection’s engagement to the campus and wider
communities would not be possible without our volunteers
who give generously of their time and expertise for exhibits,
special events, and the work of creating an accessible
collection.

The staff, volunteers, and interns of the Kerlan will continue
their community engagement in public events this fall.
Save the dates:

Minnesota Children’s Book Festival: Redwing, Minnesota,
Saturday, September 16,2023, 11 a.m.-4 pm

Kerlan Award featuring Laurie Hertzel and Lauren Stringer.
Tuesday, October 10, 2023. Doors open at 5:30.

Program: 6-7 pm, Book signing: 7-8 pm. In-person and online,
links for registration: https://z.umn.edu/KerlanAward2023.

Rain Taxi Twin Cities Book Festival: Saturday, October 14,
2023, featuring an in-person day of fun at the Minnesota
State Fairgrounds.

Book Week Lecture with Jason Chin: Thursday, October 26,

2023, at the McNamara Alumni Center.

Registration: https://z.umn.edu/BookWeekJasonChin.
The Universe in You: A Microscopic Journey — The Art and
Science Behind the Book

One of our significant loans was the process materials and
original art of the three Dragons of Blueland books.

My Father’s Dragon is a story in which a 9-year-old boy, Elmer,
rescues a dragon child, Boris, who is trapped on anisland. An
exhibition of the series published in Japan, is currently being
held at the PLAY! MUSEUM in Tachikawa, Tokyo.

In the exhibition more than 100 rare original drawings are
being exhibited together for the first time. The illustrations
were created by Ruth Chrisman Gannett, who was born in
Santa Ana, California. According to her family, Ruth loved to
draw from an early age and showed a rebellious streak.

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023

When she was an art student at the University of California,
Berkeley, she broke with the art department gender barrier,
picking up her easel and setting it down in the men’s class,
where they were drawing a nude. She received a Bachelor’s
degree in 1919 and a Master’s in 1920.

After a stint teaching art to public school students in
California, Ruth moved to New York City, studying art at the
Art Students League, working at Vanity Fair and marrying
industrial designer and publisher Egmont Arens.

Of her early years in New York, Ruth later wrote: “The city
seemed full of great artists; | was frightened of it and quit
drawing.” She began drawing again after her second marriage
in 1931 to writer Lewis Stiles Gannett. She recalled that
drawing was the best way to communicate with her eight-
year-old step daughter, Ruth Stiles Gannett. (Horn Book
interview, 1958).

Ruth Stiles Gannett (the step-daughter, as an adult) wrote
The Dragons of Blueland series featuring Elmer, who rescues
the baby dragon, Boris. The adventures of these characters
mirror an experiential education curriculum of early literacy
featuring problem solving, critical thinking skills, map-making
and early literacy.

If you have never read them, there is no time like the present.

Thank you for your support, Lisa

Clockwise: Daisuke Kusakari, Nao Harikae, Ryuto Miyake, Yuka Okazaki,
Lisa Von Drasek, Aki Maezawa
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We mourn the loss of these children’s authors, illustrators, and teachers who died in 2023

Amy Schwartz (February 2023)

Amy
Schwartz,
author and
illustrator,
died
suddenly
on
February
26 at her home in Brooklyn. She was 68. A creator of over
50 children’s books, her 1982 title, Bea and Mr. Jones was
featured in the debut season of Reading Rainbow. All of
Schwartz's titles with their deadpan humor captured the
unique everyday lives and perspectives of children and the
stories they would like to tell.

Byron Barton (June 2023)

Byron Barton, children’s picture
book creator, died June 3, his
publisher reported. He was 92.

He became the author-artist of

many beloved picture books for

the youngest reader, including

My Car; My Bus; My Bike; and

My House. He also illustrated
books by other authors, among them Mirra Ginsburg,
Russell Hoban, Jack Prelutsky, Charlotte Pomerantz, and
Sarah Weeks.

lan Falconer (March 2023)

New York Times
best selling

and award
winning author/
illustrator
Falconer died
on March 7,

2023, he was 63.

His breakout hit
was Olivia who was a very sophisticated preschooler pig.
Falconer was a theatrical stage and costume designer prior
to his children’s book career. He brought his unique humor
and sensibilities to opera and ballet.

Edward Koren (April 2023)

Edward Koren, the New Yorker
cartoonist died April 14. He was 87.
His work in children’s books included
books by Delia Ephron, George
Plimpton, and Alan Katz. In all, he
illustrated some 25 books and wrote
nine, including Behind the Wheel
(1972); Well, THERE's Your Problem
(1980); and What About Me? (1989).
Do not miss Thelonius Monster’s Sky-High Fly-Pie.

Mary Ann Hoberman (July 2023)

Award-winning author and former
U.S. Children'’s Poet Laureate,
Hoberman died on July 7, 2023

after a longillness. She was 92.
Celebrated for her joyous picture
books, engaging poetry, as well as her
ground-breaking series of emergent
reader rhyming stories, I'll Read to
You, You Read To Me.

Jane Resh Thomas (June 2023)
Jane Resh

Thomas, writer,
teacher, mentor
and Kerlan
Friend, died on
June 12,2023
at age 86. Jane
was a Minnesota
institution

as a college instructor, workshop leader, mentor, and

the author of 15 books. She helped found the Hamline

University's MFA in writing for children and young adult

program and won the Minnesota Book Award twice as

well as the University of Minnesota’s Kerlan Award for her

contributions to children’s literature.

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023
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Recent Acquisitions

Kate DiCamillo: Drafts and related materials for A Piglet
Named Mercy, Louisiana’s Way Home, Eugenia Lincoln and
the Unexpected Package, and Beverly, Right Here

James Ransome: Two oil
paintings created for Aunt
Flossie’s Hats (and Crab Cakes
Later)

Susan Hirschman (new
collection): Various
correspondence donated by
editor Linda Hirschman

Beth Parrocha (new
collection): Original artwork
created for Cecile Guidote
Alvarez, written by Rey E.
dela Cruz

Aunt Flossie's Hats (and
Crab Cakes) Later by James

Ransome

Roxane Orgill (new
collection): Drafts, proofs, and
items related to the creation of
the picture book Jazz Day

Toni Buzzeo: Drafts for Light
Comes to Shadow Mountain,
as well as books and translated
editions for Buzzeo's
publications

Athena Magcase-Lopez (new
collection): Original artwork Jazz Day by Roxane Orgil
created for Ballesteros on
My Mind written by Rey E.

dela Cruz

Jean Gralley (new
collection): Original
illustrations, sketches, and
process materials for Hogula:
Dread Pig of Night, and And
Twelve Chinese Acrobats

Hogula: Dread Pig of Night
by Jean Gralley
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Caroline Arnold: Original
collage artwork for various
books in Caroline Arnold’s
Animals and Habitats series

Judith Gwyn Brown: One
ink illustration for Max and
the Truffle Pig and one ink
illustration with text paste-up

for Jonathan Bing, donated

by John Blankenbaker A Day and Night on the

Prairie by Caroline Arnold
Brian Selznick (new

collection): Pencil sketch for illustration from The Dinosaurs
of Waterhouse Hawkins, donated by Carol Erdahl

Matthew Holm: Sketchbooks
and layouts for the graphic
novels The Big Adventures

of Babymouse: Once Upon

a Messy Whisker and
Babymouse Tales from the
Locker: Lights, Camera,
Middle School

Heidi Stemple (new
collection): Papers related to
eleven books written by Heidi
Stemple, some in collaboration

with Jane Yolen Babymouse Tales from the

Locker: Lights, Camera,
Middle School by Matthew
Holm

Justina Chen: A draft for
Lovely, Dark, and Deep, as
well as manuscripts for an
upcoming middle-grade novel.

University of Minnesota design students visit the Kerlan.
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Laurie Hertzel

In four decades of journalism, Laurie
Hertzel has worked as a columnist,
news reporter, feature writer, news
editor, editor of special projects, team
leader, magazine writer and editor,
and, for 15 years, the books editor at
. the Star Tribune. During her tenure at
Laurie Hertzel the Star Tribune, at a time when book
review pages were shrinking and children’s materials
were given short-shrift, Hertzel has been a continuous
supporter for the promotion of children’s and young adult
literature, free reading, and libraries as well as the work
of the Kerlan Children’s Literature Collections. Hertzel's
editorial columns engaged a community of readers often
challenging dated assumptions about genre, diversity, and
contemporary issues like censorship. Now, Hertzel reviews
books for the Star Tribune and the Washington Post.

Screen shots of Laurie Hertzel’s Star Tribune columns.

Sun Yung Shin, poet, writer and cultural worker wrote on
the occasion of Hertzel's retirement that Hertzel had been
“a pillar of the literary, book, and journalistic culture here,
and been a source of illumination, humor, intelligence, vision,
discernment, and joy! She had excelled at building common
ground among readers, writers, and those invested in our
democracy.”

“I had to laugh when this book crossed my desk a few
weeks ago: “The ABC of It: Why Children’s Books
Matter,” by Leonard S. Marcus. Why children’s books
matter? Why they matter? I'm not sure that any
books have mattered more to me in my life than the
ones | read as a child.”

- Laurie Hertzel, Star Tribune, April 26, 2019.

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023
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Lauren Stringer

Lauren Stringer was born in Great
Falls, Montana. She studied art and art
history at the University of California
— Santa Cruz and did an independent
study program at the Whitney Museum
of American Art. For almost 30 years,
. Stringer has been supporting the work
Lauren Stringer of the Kerlan Collection through her
generous donations of manuscripts, color studies, original art,
and process work. These works range from her first book she
illustrated, Mary Lyn Ray’s Mud, in 1996 to the more recent
award-winning Looking for Smile, written by Ellen Tarlow.

Stringer is a painter and a sculptor and has worked as an
art handler, designer, set painter, and framer, among other
jobs, in Minneapolis, St. Paul and New York City. Her work
in children’s illustrations is well-renowned and she has won
many honors, including the Society of Illustrators 1998
exhibition title for Scarecrow.

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023

She has exhibited her paintings and sculptures in museums
and galleries across the country, designed sets and
costumes for circus, theater, dance and performance

art, presented workshops in schools and conferences
internationally and locally, in addition to writing and
illustrating children’s picture books. She was an artist-in-
residence at the Edward Albee Foundation, the Millay
Colony for the Arts, Altos de Chavon in the Dominican
Republic, and a writer-in-residence at Sophie Blackall’s
Milkwood Retreat. She received the McKnight Fellowship
for Sculpture in 1992, and again for Children’s Literature
in 2012, for her story, When Stravinsky Met Nijinsky, Two
Artists, Their Ballet, and One Extraordinary Riot, and again
in 2020 for her story, An Abundance of Light, the Story of
Matisse in Morocco. She creates her paintings, sculptures,
and stories in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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My Father’s Dragon at PLAY! MUSEUM in Tokyo, Japan

Aki Maezawa who wrote the biography of Ruth Stiles Gannett

Page 8 The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023
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Our Newest Volunteers

In early August we welcomed Paula Mielke as a new volunteer. Her earliest

memory of a library visit was biking through an alley to the one-room library in

the town hall. On Thursday evenings, her parents took the whole family to the

library in the neighboring town. As a parent, her goal was to raise passionate
readers. She definitely succeeded. One of the first things her oldest son did
when he moved to Chicago was to get a library card and join a library book club.

Her youngest son is a librarian at Saint Paul Riverview Library. Paula served

nine years on the Ramsey County Library Board and currently serves on the

Metronet board. Her book club recently celebrated its 25th anniversary.

Kate Stolpman

Kate Stolpman joined our volunteer
group in May of this year. As a former
library worker at University of
Minnesota Wilson Library (cataloging,
bibliography and reference areas) and
a statewide systems project manager
at the State of Minnesota, Kate has
skills useful to the Kerlan Collection.

Paula Mielke

She is currently working on the The Marion Vannett Ridgway Award exhibit case

and other special projects for community engagement.

Kate also volunteers at two other libraries, the American Craft Council Library in

Minneapolis and her local library, Pierre Bottineau (part of the Hennepin County

Library System).

“The opportunity to be involved with a world class and innovative collection of

children’s literature and experts is why | am interested in volunteering with the

Kerlan,” Kate explains.

BECOME A KERLAN FRIEND

WITH AN ANNUAL DONATION!

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:

Student (full-time) ... $10
Kerlan Collector ......ccerueneeeee $100
Kerlan Friend $25
Special Patron.....ccssnneees $1,000

Please consider buying a
gift membership for someone else.

If you would like to become a Friend,

z.umn.edu/kerlanfriends

donate online at:

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023
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2023 Book Week Lecture with Jason Chin

College of Education and Human Development Book Week Lecture

Tuesday, October 26 | McNamara Alumni Center

www.cehd.umn.edu

In-person and live-streamed event.

The in-person capacity is 130, registrants will be wait-listed when capacity is reached.
Doors open at 5:00 pm | Event begins at 5:30 pm | Book signing: 7:15-8:00 pm

z.umn.edu/BookWeekJasonChin

Caldecott medalist Jason Chin is the author and illustrator
of many acclaimed books, including Grand Canyon,
Redwoods and Your Place in the Universe. He received the
2022 Caldecott Medal for Watercress, by Andrea Wang
and a Caldecott Honor, Sibert Honor, and the NCTE Orbis
Pictus award for Grand Canyon. While researching his
books, he's gone swimming with sharks, explored lava fields
and camped with scorpions at the bottom of the Grand
Canyon. Jason loves making art, learning about science and
getting outside to hike, bike, ski and explore.

Jason grew up in a small town in New Hampshire that
happened to be home to Caldecott medalist Trina Schart
Hyman. Hyman presented regularly at his elementary
school and they met when he was a teenager. She became
his mentor and guided him as he pursued a career in the
arts. Jason studied art at Syracuse University and began
his illustration career while living in New York City. In 2009
he published Redwoods, his first book as both author and
illustrator. Since then, he has written and illustrated numerous
award-winning books that combine his passion for nature,
science and art. Jason now lives with his family in Vermont.

Distinguished lllustrator E.B. Lewis Visited his Collection at The Kerlan

Viewing 3-D original art of Melissa Sweet'’s Balloons
Over Broadway

Enjoying James Ransome’s Aunt Flossie's Hats (and Crab Cakes Later)

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023
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2023 Marion Vannett Ridgway Award Announced

The Kerlan collection of Children’s Literature is proud to

announce that the 2023 Marion Vannett Ridgway Award has
been awarded to:

The Best Kind of Mooncake by Pearl AuYeung In thi | dl ot

Published by Page Street Kids n this hearly wordless picture
book, a young boy
goes on a quest
through mountains,
rivers, and fields to find fire
for his family and their survival

Finding Fire by Logan S. Kline
Published by Candlewick

Press

P %\3‘?\)
oM Yy uy nge?

The Marion Vannett Ridgway Award is given
each year to celebrate outstanding work
by first-time children’s book illustrators or
authors. Established in 1993, this unique
award honors the memory of artist’s
representative Marion Vannett Ridgway, who
focused her energy on talented newcomers.
The Ridgway Award is given with the spirit of
encouragement for those just entering the
world of children’s book publishing and it

applauds the very best debut picture book
illustration and text.

The Award
Committee was delighted with the theme of kindness.

AuYeung's vibrant and detailed illustrations accompanying
the joyful, lyrical words communicated how kindness ripples
through a community, changes our perspective, and may
unexpectedly be returned many times over. First time
author/illustrator Pearl AuYeung was born in Hong Kong,
raised in Shanghai and now lives in California. The story is
inspired by her childhood visits to her grandma and uncle’s
pajama hawker stall on Tai Yuen Street.

Honorable mention has also been awarded to two
additional titles:

Nigel and the Moon by Antwan Eady and Gracey Zhang
Published by Katherine Tegen Books

First time author Antwan Eady impressed the Award
Committee with his engaging story of a boy who shares his
dreams with the moon and through the support of his family
gets the courage to voice his aspirations in the daytime.

The Kerlan Newsletter Fall 2023
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The Kerlan

asc-clrc@umn.edu
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Lauren Stringer, original art, The Dark Was Done
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