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Pleasant association with good books and stories is a good 

foundation· tor the desire and readiness to a source· 

o-r pleasure, intormation: and release . for: children who know how to 

use them. 

Bach year a tremendous·· number of new books ·are put on· marke.t, 

varied and beautiful. Oarefl.ll st,udy must weed out the unworthy and· 

presEtrve the new and old, tor _use by children in 

homes and classrocm.s ... 

Jven in grade there are many levels of reading abilities,: 

needs and interests. These reading interests-and abilities can be met 

if a variety of suitable-books are easily available •. 

Librarians, parents and teachers coordinate efforts. in 

stimulating good reading ha bi ts. They can· bes't select books that· meet·. 

the needs of the individual first grade child it carefully analyzed· 

lists of recommended books are available •. 

I. STA4l'EMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The purpose of this study is: ( 1 ) to show how supplementary. .. 

reading affects the first grade child's development to compile 

a list of literature type books for first grade supplementa17 reading 

considering the following areas: 

(a) reading level 
(b) content·. 
(c). illustrations 
(dt.) :format 
(e) 



II 

OBJiOTMS IN THE· USE OF SUPPLEMENTARY 'READING IN THE· FIRST GllADE-

Objectives in the use of literature type reading material gives· 

parents and· teachers a sense of direction. Standards of 

tor the individual child can be set hy determining the ·goals in the·;. 

reading program of the first How these goals can be met w.ill 

depend on the te&ioher•s of the needs, interests and 

abilities of the· individual chilcl in the •. 

I •. BOOKS HELP OHILD FULFILL NEEDS 

Children, like adults, have certain basic needs and desires. 

MEUJy first .graders have unmet needs heightened by·fears of the new 

school experiences. Books can help a child alleviate these self centered 

fears by helping him grow and mature so he- becomes more aware of being 

a part of a socialized world. 1Beading is closely related to general 

growth and contributes to it, equipping the child in many ways for 

easier. and more wholesome maturatiop. 11 Books can help him, directly 

or indirectly 1 to maintain·· the· balance between his personal happiness 

and the social approval which he deeires.2 

The need for security--material, emotional, intelleotual and 

spiritual-may be fulfilled through reading. The child 1s sense-· of 

needs begins in the home· and includes his regular routines of· 

.. iziu:th !2m:, Children Read. (lfew Jersey: Prentice 
Hall, Inc., 1957 }, ·P•· .9 •. · · · · · · · · · · , · · · · · · 

2ifay Hill Arbuthnot; Children Books. (Chicago: Scott·_ 
Foresman and Oompatiy, 1957), ·P•· .,.. . · . · · · · 



home life, such as, playing, dressing1 undressing'· and sleeping 

plus everything· that gives him a sense of comfort and well being. 

Fairy tales and family lite stories help fulfill these needs· as they 

appealingly include these basic needs. 

The keener a child's intelligence the wider his curiosity. A 

child's intellectual security can be satisfied through.a wide· range. 

of books. Librarians, parents and teachers must keep ahead of 

superior children and· provide with well illustrated books· 

on topics ranging from· animals, plants and birds to animals and •. 

Stories of home lite give children emotional security if members: 

ot the book· family are bound together by love and loyalty. Family lite· 

stories are a tavorite·of children in the first grade and no play 

a part in fulfilling their emotional needs. 

Another basic need is spiritual security. 

grows out of family affection and trust, and it comes 
strongly to the fore in times-·· ot stress ••• More ·often in 
books as in lite, spiritual.security grows· out of a belief 
in God and a·universe in which moral law ultimately prevails. 1 5 

First children especially enjoy ! Little Child, by Jessie Orton 
.... 

Jones and Tlie· Christ.Child, Doubleday Company. I, page.36) 

The· need to be loved:· and. to love is a pressing need of ,first 

graders. This sense of security is developed in the tamily·pattern ot. 

living. When family relationships· are normal and· happy the· child is 

fortified tor· lite with healthy attitudes. Booke can· help him interpret 

family life ·and the role he and the other members of· the family have •. 
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Hero stories are favorites ot children of all ages because they 

·the hero. Children want to achieve something 

tor which they are praised. The1 enjoy the type of action found in· one 

of their first hero stories, and the nicks, by Marjorie Flack. 

(Table-II, page 4,). 

II ... INTERESTS; ATTITUDES AND APPRECIATIONS 

Books can help the first grade child grow, develop 

overcome tears- and form attitudes. Tne classroom·teaoher has the res-

poneibility of having the right book at the right time available tor 

each child •. •Most· children will read if books that meet 

t.heir interests and their living are easily 

Exposure to m.aey kinds of books can do more thane. just promote .. re,.d-

ing. · Such an ingathering exposes children to the works ot oreative. 

artists and writers. ftle riches of the world are at his command.. Values. 

and· tastes of the first grader can be enriched through reading the easy 

literature type material,: so abundantly available •. 

. The classroom teacher plays an important role in how the first 

child progresses in·· his· development. A good teacher will endeavor 

to understand each individual child and his needs. Through her guidance,1 

and the books available,: each child should be able to grow and develop 

lµ.s philosophy of living •. 

Ohildren identify themselves with their book heroes. When thef[Ja 



characters are sensible, ·courageous human beings young readers discover 

new courage in themselves and new for competent or noble. 

5 Books need not be designed to teach a spec·itic lesson, but 

s.hould be strong books, lively and honest, good style,; thus 

appealing to the seeking youngster. 

BOoks may· be· used for a healthy change. They can give inii$r· delight,; 

wholesome· laughter and an escape· to the youngster who needs it. First 

graders are quiok ·to catch humor and often chuckle as they read by 

them.solves •. 

Informal discussion in the· classroom of the problems· of the·oharac-

ters the books read by children can· often give the teacher 

into the attitude.a being formed. Ttiese discussions Oa)'l help the 

understand that there are problems end but the way we over-

come them will make us grow •. 

Sometimes a child will want to read only d,aling with his 

current interest·. If be is to grow and expand his interests, he should 

be. aware of other fields. A wise teacher can· focus his interests into 

other possible areas ot interest by bringing him into contact with good 

appealing books in other fields. The classroom teacher who makes many 

with variety of intere$ts and different reading levels,· available 

tor her group is helping the chil.dren develop interests as well as 

ree.di:ng abiliti,s •. 

. Tlie first grader is very The teacher holds a responsible 

position of.respect and how she gt.U.des his interest,,attitQdes and 

. . .. ,2£. !!!• , PP• 9 & 10. 
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appreoiations can have an impact tuture: development.. 

appreciation ot others,: their place in rela'tion· to the child and how, 

he can be a good member of the group can be instilled in classroom. 
t:_·, .• 

Books dealing with· children in·. the comnunity and· delight 

the young ohild and· yet indirectly: can'· help ·him appreciate· 

school· and· friends giving· him. an· insight·· to. beauty and into 

of. his own and· others •. 

I In. OHILDREN 1 S PREFERENCES Ilf.' BEADING 

•we think of children as people· with certafn. rights, 1 among them· 

the- righ to their own. Adults otten-tey impose t1-ir.. 

choices of· books on· a youngster thinking they know what a child should 

need. It4
. is .. often frustrating to an adult when children re jeo't!· 

· Paul Hazard aptly writes: 

defend themselves,·: I tell you. They manifest· at: 
first a degree of· inertia that resists-the.livliest-attacks; 
finally they take the offensive· and expel·tbeir:talse friends 
from a domain in.which.they wish to remain Nothi:ng 
is done to create a. common opinion among them and· yet 
opinion· exists• They would be wholly .. incapable of,. detinµlg 
the taul ts that displease themJ but they cannot be mad& to 
believe that· a book- that displeases should please theme ·What-
ever differences·· may· be as to· age,:. sex or socia.1 position, 
they common accord disguised· sermons,: bypocri tical 

irreproachable little boys and ··girls· who·-:behave-·,with 
more docility than: their dolls• It is as· though •••.. the7 
brought into the·world·Withthem a sp-ontaneous hatred.of the 
insincere and·· the falSe• · The insist1 the children. 
pretenct to yield, ·and do not yield. We overpower th.em; thef 

. rise up againe Thus .does· the struggle continue, . in. which. the 
weaker will 

.... Your Child 1 s Readiug.: Today;,.. (tfew Yorks Doubleday. 
and OOmpany, 1954), P•· .,2 .. · . · ... · · · · · :: · · · · · : .. · 

7 Arbuthnot. .21!.• . . P• 15 •. 
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Ohildren's preferences are definitely gui.ded bf their own 

interests, .needs, ability to read and taaturatione At a glance they seem 

to have uncanny powers of discrimination·. and either accept' or a· 

book on the spot. HO one can m4ke them: their minds. Books that 

children in the first grade choose most otten·have these qualif'icationss 

Vocabulary at their reading l6vel. lin.r words must have clues 
in· context. or illustrations. MOre advanced pupils ·will choose.: 
books that'.challenge their ability· to attack· words not· in: 
their basic reading· vocabulary.. · 

2. Appropriate illustrations·. They mustt. bs 
with the story. Children love colorful illustrations,., 
O.ut enjoy black and white it the pictures follow the·text 
aiid.. are imMinative• · 

,. Plot;. 'l'he stories must keep· the4'. with a g:ood 
theme and livel1 plot. Children appreciate human 
in cha·racters as well .. a ·distinctive style •. A sto'f'Y 
written jµst to the words· known to be .. ift tbeir· 
reading vocabulary will: not: be •. 

4. Form.at. Children are· by large type, well spaced: 
on·· a. page. They reject. bQ()kS with solid pages of print •. 
They prefer attractive sturdy books.\ 

'l'ltie interest in: hf.18 its begimling in the home. 

Ohildren,.from babyhood on,.delight in the joyous mystery of reading• 

recognition of pictures and story telling. Some authors have designed. 

special books 1two laps wi.de.•:: to give pleasure to parent and 9hild 

together. Fortunate is t.he child whose parents the love ot.: 

books and good literature at an· early age. · S-ooks a.re a family affair •. 

The children who see their parents. enjoy reading books will. want to re,.d.. 

All. parents hope their will. lean;i to read, but good readers 

J?.re not .,by parental 1'iey are made by the 1 s personal 



. . 
d:esire,, p1us ready to books that, will these,:· plus his 

tacili ty with, the- sldli of· reading. 8 Parents ar.e .. concerned· as ·to· 

to b117 tor their. children. Nb boo}c.liai·. need. be: 

accepted· i-\l, They are prepamd to guidance la· 

reading: of good . Pa.rents may guide the child in his rep,.41321 

choices and tlle child oan: .. guide them. . They· should obser-16 -tl.i 
child' in his reading choices. Childretl. ·t.rade reacliJJg experiences a.a:· 

they ti'ade · everything-- else a· child'· ·Who- sees. another child 
• • Y' 

·: 

·· a book, .. or hears about/'. a book that· has qen. b' 

to look J.nto the·. lb:tok•, · . 

A home· library .. of the .. will give tb®t· 

more .9ne· h\lndred. books the library ·hastily ........ ·:· . . .. 

and -returned •. 111ese bookf!: will be enjoyed over and over again as they., 

are· reacL and .reread so it is important that they are ot high li teraey . --
quality• The library school and public library •. 

-.- . 
The home atmosphere· should be· conduci to ·showtng the child yrou 

,·, \· 

like re-.u.ng,, and prov191ng·attract.ive: tor· him and 

him along the way to making books a joy bl his life. Hbwever, 1-it' W8.' 

knew·. in advance-·juat what chi.ldren are going· to cling to in the. wq o.t. 

boC?ks, halt the tun ot bringing them· home. would be over. 

One more caut.ion--1Par.ents are- helpful when they -show in· 

., 

books and· use every means to .enrich. and extend their children 1s experience 

... ·er•,· ll!.·· .. bit., P• ,, •. 

9.May .Becker, ·First Advance 1! Reading.. (New Ybrka J9 B•. 
L1ppeneot't .. Oompany, 1949), P• .,o.. . . -. -. , . . .: . --· · · 
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and vocabulary, . lmt when·. they pressure the children. to make them le&Jtt. 

to read· the)'·probabl' 

'' GUIDANCE INi.-THE CLASSROOM. 

'l'lie ...role ot t1ie first grade teacher is chal-lengirig anf}. imports¢; •. 

Net she to teach-· the skills needed in reading,;- but. also to 

develop the desire .. to read to instill. the appreoiation of good liter.a-
• 

ture. ·. SOJJte children med help than others in.- finding joy in •. 
" ' 

.•The end of·. reading should be a 
. ' \ .. • :: •.• .:. : ;\ • ' • . • - • • - •• - • • • • •• 

chilcLwho'"_loves __ who seeks frem·it•'-11· 
· · ,· ·· · - · · •· • .. 

A. teacher must use her training,: Qid keen· to 

deterniine the right time to begin .reading for each-,'ohild. 
. . : 

8TO-·demand ml1'. skill. btlfore· a· child has·use (or it may evoke 
fintagonisnri-nstea.d ot interest and· cooperation.-. This· early 
antagonism may give rise' to emotional may make 

. reading because< it' .. meaning tor. 
hiitt.--no value in his business of ·living, no ansifering of his 
rl$eds, no direct to his world• •12 .. ·. 

1The of what we offer for their initial reading experience:· . 

merits caretul •l; · · Tlie child will learn to read when: 

. is because ot his growth and development,; as he learns to 

w•lk when he is ready •. 

How can teachers motivate children so that reading opens new horizons 

· · ·Individualizing'· ·Your Program. (Nitw:"fi>rk: 
G. P. Patnams Sons 1 1959) ,. -P•· 219 •. -

... 
lltbid •. , P• 9• 

•. !.!!• t P• 11 • 

. 1'Il>id. t p.· 12.' .. 
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to the first-· graclerf His initial experience-with· reading mu&t be, eo 

guided· will be successtul and happy• approaches to· the; 

of reading; h&.ve been .·tried· in the pa·st and no one method need 

be the answe.r• The trend, at present1 .. ·1s to the· general rate:. 

ot and interests of-. the -individual child·· in 

a-Nading program based on· hie needs. ·This does not·elimi-

procedures. Instead, increases the number ot groups· 

which are flexible and are formed for teaching a particular skill.; .. 
. . . 

We should t.hink ot what: :eac.b: child meds and not get.. stymied into 

a set standard process ot teaching :reading. The m.aatery o't 

a certain skill im$t· not become an end in itself.. The teacher must. 

guard against· the lockstep p_attern tendency by- using only- the basal. 

text. She shou1.d make available, in·. addition,, easy literature typa· 

booka at· more one leYel so each· child· may proceed· at:·: his· own 

rate and · interes"t;;:. level.. sense ot power.· that: comes from thg: 

initial ability to the printed page that: tell a story gives 

sat'istaction to· a obild •.. So does the finding of books ·which exactly 

is trul)" ·challenging for a· teacher to· find what:. oah ·.be don•' 

f!.JJ a whole group, what'. can···.be done in'' small p-oups,. and what:. must. 

done indivi<Nall;y.. The teaotier. should provide free time daily so eveey-

ahild may go to the reading center,! it he so. desires,, to read· what·. he: . 

can and wants to n,ad. Thi-s s·hould not. replace other valual)le experi-
. . 

ences in the class.room,: such as, puzzles,! playing wit.h ola.y Jt and 

. . . . I·.• ... . : ':-. ( 

. . ···i4Anne: Eaton, Reading· nth -Children. (!Jew York:· V:ild.ng Preas, 
194o ), IP• 11. 
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· writulg· an4 P•intinge lfeither this- reading be remed-ial. 

in nature,, nor should it, used for che.ofd.ng on t;he ·progress; 
,: ... 

ot a oiµ.ld. A child· would gain more from reading .. on his ow by 

then trom..workshe.ets and daily-testing. In. education· we should pay 

more attention to how each child differs every other·· 

abilit;y to read evaluate.our reading methods if these· methods: 
... 

to be pared to the jnclividual of .. the child .. -· . 
An-: enoQUraging· note regarding reading by elementar,- _pupils is 

! . : . : ... ·. : . . . .. • . ... . :· . • . • . ... i. . .f.;t . .. ( 
·'"that within.recent sale of chiMren 1s books has " . . .. . ·. . : .. 

and.· eleme.ntary pupilB cont"inue to read more·.apd better materials. ' . . .... -· ,. .... . . 

1L1b.rarians· report· that· before have .. mariy boob 
.. .... . .. ., .. ........ ·-.. f · ; ... •.,.· · • • • 

one· can go into the children's 
. . . '; . '' :..1 • . · ... 

ot a public without glad at heart for. the_ children who 

are tinding i1;.:.'a world they ·would· not_ otherwise 1tnow• 

Many advocate a centered individualized read-

ing }>rognµn. · suoh a 1 

1. child selects the he wants to read giving him 
greater interefJt •. 

· 2. child reads at his own pace, not.holding up anyone. 
else or held···up .. by· eJ11one· •. 

3. Each o.hild · is the $kills when. !1e · 

1.Al\J the gr.o.ws through reading activities, he also grows in his 

. .. ,· :m· the· Teaching.' !l£_ Elementary Reding•. : (fhi 
Delta.- · ·._. -· .. ; --·, . · ··· · · · · · · . · · · · · · · · · 

P• · 37.. .. 
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reading abilities. 1T1ie ·content ot much material· ottered to· 
. .. 

beginning reader is much too limited-for the dimensions ot Dl$l'1J" 

s and interests. Bt using the 

and providing· reading materials at. more than one· level each child can 

be Educators. who have used this apprQach". claim a: 

drive to ·read in children:. growing ot·. .. 

curiosity and interest. 1 How well children choose their. books will ; ..... . 

"depend .on how well they are displayed- and introduced •. Such· a- reading 

whereby children' learn te read becomes· a great::· adventure· anct 

children e?tI>lore the of; children.• s books and sample: the 

ot 

Almost 811 first grade teachers use the individualized 

in:._ the reading:- readiness program. The teacher around the room· 
. . 

watching the. progress; :·noting difficulties,: help and. euggeetif)M 

as ·the child· needs them. The child advances at hi". own rate- when.he is 
' 

read7 for the next'. step. As children move to· the stage- when the7· are: 

ref!tdy to the teacher usually groups them together to teach-

skills needed at .each· step. Too often this is when. the individualized 

program stops.·. be. further out by having "adilr 

able -ty.pee reading material at; several levels easily accessible, . 

in· so that, the child may progress into his otm . . 

progrem the groups.< 

.... ·1i · ..... · . . . . . . - . 
Tooze. .2£• oi , P• 10. 

18 ..... 
Ibid. : P• 11 •. 

.. 1 .· .. -..x,. 
.. !2.!. oit. , P• 1,1. 



,· 

. . -..... :. . ., .. ... . 
.. ,... ·.fQ f\trther oontimte individualized reading the.· class may 

divided partner group.s. .In this arrangement the7 t.ake tu"18· fit 
.;,• f. · -.! . _ .. :1 =:.':·_, F·.: (;; 

being .teacher and· listener, . thus helping develop their reading-· slci-lls. 
:.:- .' .... . : .. -:: . . ., . ·:. -,_. ( !·•.· .·. -: = 

Thej- more aware ot what makes a good . readere.. · 
'i-t. -;.. .. - • ... ' } ; ·····: .... ···;· '? .. ;··:. 

_ ..... , .. ,, 1n this reading program a teacher interested in. tm· 
.. :.. ·. .. '," .. ,' ,\. . . . ' h :: .• \ . . 

individual child and his· develoi>ment. She mu.st. keep records: .. . . . 

ot o:t::.·every child,, his needs,. interests· and •. 

Milch pacing by ·the teacher·· must be made as this program is based· 

on· change. I't:.net onl:r notes the ;Child 1s·· cle.117 progress,. bUt-.. the;· 

overall phJsical and growtt.. 



Ohildren·'s reading skills, social maturity,: .background; 

interests are so varied that.their tastes in- books_· is almost· 

able. _Training_on how to make choioes1-,s become a p;rimary-reeponsibility 

ot .. education 1;.oday.. _It is a tremendous responsibility: tor the tea.cher.; 

to prqmote ·growth and development througp readµig to it easielt'. 

the his :place· in his world -a.nd the special contribu-

tio!Uf can make to it... Wise Brown well how-
.•. • , 1 . . 

can help. .. . 
•. ;_"f.-.. -/ '.>"· 

!A book can. make a child or :reel clear. 
he .. ;follows · a rhythla- .to· 1o_gioal ·end. It. can. ... 
with the unexpected and oomtor.t· ... 

· fitt" him tor a tew minutes :from his own problems 
·-that won't tie a11cl .. busy-·parents-.. and· •terious. 

the ·tiorla·: ot- a·· bUg ·Oz. ·a bear or a bee or.: a boy living in 
the timeless world of story.•· 

, PICTURE BOOKS 

. books are. a .. child 1 s first: step· to pleasure ·in reading 

so they must be chosen wisely. lfe may or may not be a lover of books 

for life depending on the- pleasure m ·trom his f.i·rst· picture 

books. first _books give pleasure to· parent. and child toget_her. 

the· patent ·reads: the text- the: child. traces· the story from the 

good picture aids and advances the young 's 

tor answers1 it oord'irms his taith; it·. stretches his under.standing; 



may give him something to struggle with,: now and thel':lJ sometimes it . 

gives him the board he needs tor his tellings into 

Picture books need artistic merit,. but they·must be· levelled to 

the.: of the· young· child. . Pictures should be ot· good. artisti.c 

quality sq children exposed to them gain the feeling tor beauty,, rhyt)Ua · 

and color. Pictures with.bright colors capt,.vate pastels 

delight. but they get equal· from 

in· black. a.nd whiw. The ··art. work· in; a picture book: cannot. be .conaid.ered 

independently, the essential quality being the unity of illustration• 

text and design.. 

IU READ T·O OHIIi.D BOOKS 

All children enjoy having books· read .them. Ree.ding: books to 

children gives and teachers another .. approaoh. to helping· them 

want to read. Asi.they are tasoinated by the poems an.d stories read to 

will want to enjoy books by themselves •. is, tperefore,, 

important to choose books that will appeal to children and stories that. 

will. captivate and hold their interest" so that books become more imporJia 

tant to them, something that brings pleasure. Beading aloud to 

can emphasize good literature. By· on17 the best. st.ories wez 

can make them memorable to the:; children. .. 

LOve of poetl')' can· he developed b7 ·the children to 

poems read aloud and enjoyed togethero. Many children 1-S poem· collections 

are available to help the teacher choose the. ones suited to her groupJ; 

20.,· ... .. . i"' 2J1 I: ay:': O.E• • P• :.rru• 



their development and interests. to be really enjoyed has to 

be heard· and. over again.. are children,, who 
. . 

adults read poetry with. e_!ljoJment,' they are more likely,. also, 'l to 

learn t_o like 10hildren·' s tastes grow; their appreciation 

develops upon is·ted •. Let's it a happy sharing ot rich 

&lq>eriences .• !12.1 

1MOther_;-tather--ohild literature--&. child 1 s imagination: and 

are enriched· and stimulated by the hearing of the. simple 

stories about children.and their intimate ..... . . 

II INDEPENDENT RE'ADINGG BOOKS 

Happy is the . first· grade child when he .discovers a ·book that· he 

cari read by himself.. is the ty of teach-

er to have ava'ilable books that will attract the· child,. whet his 

curiosity, and make him eager to read more. •very: tew · enter· 

school without tha desire to read. If the natural desi:re to read is 

curbed after the chiid enters school, we must assume the responsibility. 12' 

"And reading the right books can actually strengthen the child tor the 

difficult. tasks .involved in growing up. 124 1,Practice brings poweit 

and speed. · The sooner we can lead him in bis school program to such 

materials,. -the SQoner the development ot good reading habits for. him. 

·21 · ......... . 
!E,• .2!1• , P• 602. 

.Hbrn BOok-· Magazine•. (Oct., 1950 ), P•. '45• 
2,John Mart.in, (April, 1959), P• ;87 •. 

... cii.·,· ·p·. ·14.· ....... . 
,.,. ..,. 
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. will be. 125 

Since the reading vocabulary· of the first grader is limi:t,ed the 

books must have a ·vocabulary that coincides, ·to a large extellt, 

with his basio· reader. Olues in· the context and illustrations.· should 
. I • 

help_ him w1 th un:tam.111ar words and· give. ·him· the satisfaction. of being· 

to reu'.on-his own. 

. TO stliiulate in· reading· some· books be ·included. 

above grade ·ancl below grade level to provide tor 

euy enjoyment. allowed :the· tree use of JDal1T books.will 
. .. . . . . 6'" . 

tiiid their ·own levels. · Even· 1oung cM·ldren know how ·to 
': ! 

books : ·their r.eading levels and ·interests and. ·readil7 
... ":··. ... ... i . . . -

reject thbse that do· not .me8-'b. t.bair needs •. 
I : : , 

The·· stze ·and form of··type·, grade ·le\rei ·books should be· . '• . . . ; 
the their'. readers. and primer 

use 24·· ·:while the first· reader· has -- po.int· t).pe. -. . . . 

will of.ten a·1 book if· type in s:iza 
...- .•' 't .... 

and . ·Tfie ·.simple·. .t<>rm ... appeals.: to yo'Ung •. 

Mo et $.ohools'"uSfS:- in .. .so chiidren 
r'·. ' •• 

---
------:---

BEADIRS 

,'·- .. · 

. -· : .. "High Iaterest--liow Vocabulary 
·Reading Joumal !!. Education.. (IleC?•, 1956),. P• , . · 

26: .· .... 
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with· ot literary- quality from our 

heritage. They felt ot· our day were .missing .. exp§)ri-
. .·. 

ences they had liad and· treasured during their early childhooct. '1'0 

this. void lllEUlY new supplementary readers have. with, good 

liierature· from _our pan'. i'liey present the children·. .stories·: that. 

· them· to· experience .. pleasure ·and satisfaction. in· reading gpod 

literature without the problem ot taoing·new and vocabulary •. 

· Tho Golden Rule Series is th8 modern MCG&tfey Reader remembered 

· by. many educators, grandparents. and some parents. •their aim was to 

promote through pub.lie schools and· otherwise those .. basic principles. of 
. . 

·are common to all civilized ·rac&s and. religions, best. 

in .the CJOlden RUle to promote .American •27 
·. 

The prov:ide easy. ins pf rational reading: tor· development . 
.; ..... 

o'f' lastin&.c.value• .. 0 Inspiration comes trom' a new idea or a MW insight. - . . . . : 

a familiar:· idea not struggling an overload ot. unfamiliar 

. .. ·: . . :· ... 

The material . in these . texts is interesting;· the vocabulary 

'the s$rtterices;" paragraphs and· stories are short·:'.to:'lceep the 

ot th'1'young. They vocabulaey··in·ith& texts on. tlw ABO' 
. . 

Qore voc•bulary which to which have been· developed 
:- .... 

in att l$ast five out series ot basic This type ot: 
. . . . 

. . 

. . 

· · · · .. Teacher's .. Wbidows •.. (Ohicagps 
Oo. , 1957), P• 7 • · · -. 

. 28Ibi-d.·, P• 7• 
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horizons, awakens richer concepts and appreciation ot their. 

li ter.ary heritage,. and will- stim111ate them to further reading .which 

will stimulate their growth.. 

. Tlie Laidlaw literature series makes use ot the·· rebus,: which·. is 

a presentation of a word by means of· a· picture. This reduces the 

reading· vocabulary and adds interest to the stories,. promoting creative· 

reading, which extends beyond the recognition or pronunciation of the 

printed word •. The stories in these readers have been· chosen from our 

literary heritage to help enrich,. build creative imagination, .. improve 

thought and behavior patterns,: build attitudes and encourag& pupils 

to think independently •. 

The series puts· emphasi& on::independent reading with. interest:. 

with ideas· in. it related: to experiences at-..a 

of. challenging and not'. contusing, with interests. similu· 

to the child's own • 

. The literature type supJ>lementary readers can help the first gradi:;· 

teacher obtain a well rounded reading program. Tlie wqs in which they : . 

enrich the program are as follows: 

1. They provide a variety of language experiences which. will. 
enrich tbs entire language arts curriculum of the class. 

2. T·hey provide· additional reading material tor exceptiopal 
children which the· fast learner will be· -able to read indeper1.tly 
and the.slow learner with a minimum ot gtiidance. 

,. They make easily accessible to all the children more reading 
material which is captivating in interest and ot high literary 
'qualit.7. · · · 

4. They give adclitional practice, especially in the first grade, 
ln using the vocabulary of the 

5. c:fhey help provide a complete well rounded· program ot varied 
activities. 



OlfAPTERPIY' 

A!lD ME'!'ERI.ALS USED IN. TS STUDT 

The importe.nce of good· has- been discussed in· the. 

previous chapter by showing how reading: can ·help the 

how it can: help develop interests, attitudes and appreciations 

and how the·hom• school oan nurture appreciation ot literature. 

The writer be_l_ieves that casual examination. of a book spe , 1 

other experience in working which 

books are for first grad• independent reading. She-bas compiled 
:; .. - .. . ... 

a list. of which she recommends tor independent reading. The:' . . ··--·. . 
writer feels that many books that are not suitable for first grade··· 

read.mg·· are·. appearing· on existing. lists recommending books tor first: 

grade. She has, therefore, compiled- a lis't ot books from these- lists,: 

which,. she .believes are not within the·first grade reading range. The 

purpose of this· study is to confirm her ability to make valid choices 

by ev.aluating books on. ·these lists by the Spache formula·. 

and the criteria listed below. 

I. ORITERlA FOR SELEOTING SUPPLEMEN!.l'ARl. BOOKS 

The books examined tor study· were from the or· the.-

Laura MacArthur Elementary. School,. Dttlut]t,. Mimiesota. · They 
. . 

classified by evaluat.ing the fellowing areas- in each··bookt 

A. Beading level 

1. length 
2. Vocfioule.17 · · 



. B• General OOntent 

1. Style 
2. Theme 
,. Plot 
4. Sentence structure 

o. 
1. Placement. 
2. 
3• Synchronized with story 
4.· Obild appeal 

D. Fol"lJlat 

1. 
2. Margins 

Size 

E •. Tjpograpey 

1. Type ot print. 
2. Size ot print 

II\. PROOEDUBES 

The writer made a study of the vocabUlary present•4 the. 

21J . 

basal first grade reading texts to determine whether there is correlation 

among the words taught in the different texts ot first grade. It. 
. . 

so, it would be possible to choose the independent reading books at. the 

first grade reading vocabulary range no matter which basal was used. 

The writer made a list· o:r supplementary reading books appearing: 

on lists indicating the lists on which; the were found.. 

The reader may want to refer to the table to tind which· books the 

author: does not·.· recommend for first grade reading that· appear.· on these· 

lists. 

The writer has made a casual examination of books using experi-

ence in working with children, to compile a list of books,, which in he.-
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opinion, are to be recommended for first grade· independent reading •. 

To validate her judgement she has applied-the Spache readability,· 

formula which is included in· the study on pages 54-57 and the 

criteria listed on page 51 to examine ten books on list 

of recommended books and ten books which she does not recommend 'lor:..-

grade independent reading. These books were chosen at-. random 

trom bpoks available at the Iiaura MacArthur Elementary School •. 

In.examining the supplementary reading books to disc.over. whether 

the7. had the literary qualities and vocabulary 1.evel for-·first grade· 

independent reading they were rated from a rating of zero in, the wholly 

unacceptable to the high of four in· the ones which were· entirelxr 

satisfactoey •. 

The study endeavored to determine· whether the 

reading lists compiled by the. author were'. valid in their judgement of 

· . It attempted to confirm belief of the most 
. . . ,• ,"" 

teachers librarians that .they can choose suitable books for first 

· 1rade reading by· examing the qualities of. the book in the light of· 

their in working children.. 

III;. LIS'l'·. OF SOURCES OF METERIAlsS 

The materials for this study obtdned from the- following: 

A. Vocabulary Study 

1. Dolch Basic Sight Words, Dolop, Edward, Illinois 
2. Houghton Mifflin Oo., Boston, Maseac,husetts 
'•· Scott Foresman-Oo.,;Ohicago, Illinois 
4• American Book Oomp8.D¥, Nev ·York, New York 
5. D. 0.- Heath and Oo. , Boston, 

· Supplementaey Reading: 



These appear.· in the coded order they were usecl in: the check list 

to tin4 out which: books were recommended in lists. 

A. Association ot Childhood Bibliograpb7 ot ·Books tor 
Children. Washington D. 0--e-

· Ohilclren Library Association; Washington, D. o. -----a..-- -Elementary-English,-; tlashington- D;- o·; -- -· -
D. Graft, Patriek, .San·· Diego: State, College, J Stm Diego, California 
B• . !Ut.tionai-· Oouncil ot 'l'jachers ·ot: Ohampaigne,, ·Illinois 

. Press ot· Western· M.serve University,, Cleveland,. Oliio 

Tlie. used. in the· study on· vocabulary correlation: aa .. 

shown in Table :ij J Y..1 are listed 

Leavell, Ullen,· Golden M!, Series.· New· Yorks American BOok Co. 1957 •. 

Ouf:!_f•Y Odille, . Under !!"!!.-. Apple· •. · s .. Ginn. and OompQY, 19;4 •. 
,;... ... '.;; .. 

Shane, ;lfarold, Tiles ,lg; Read !.!!! Stories !! Remember.. River Forest•: 
· Laidlaw Brotbers., · . . · . . . . . . . . . . . 

Arhu'thltott u .. Hil'l· Work and Plava· We -liook· and· See·· : We_· Come muf GO 
. , ''ltf!AJ ----'· --· Di9k, .• :. Ohicagoi.-- Scott Foresr;nann Oo •. 

Bet.ta:. · Ouolyn, .Q!! OUr Way-, .Tiiu.8· · to_ Play·, Ail !! !§, 
fi.ree't· and Down, ArOUnd: Green -Hills.:. New York: . .Amer.ican 

.1958:-

McKee; Paul; Herrison;·M. L., !!e,, Tip!!! Mitten,·IE!!. 
·. · Janet·,··!!!. !!1!l, Awai• Boston:· Oo• ,, . 

Ousle7, Odille,- Bflssel,. David·; Mt "Little:!!!!: ·Morj Book;···!t Litt·le 
Gre&n · Sto17 Book; Ht Lit'l;le·· · fil:!!!: .Stort :.Bc;oic·, .. The .Litt-le. White 
.Q!!:::.Onerr.1 ,Street-.. Chicago: ·. Ginn· ancl O.o. t: 1957· . . · . . . · · · . . 

. . . . . . . . .. . 

WittY..; Paul, !!!_@lftmc1, . ."B!A.r !!! DC>g1-Moli-yt, 
- · Pete ·and·· ·;A :HbziiO:··for,··:sapay, .. Ratit2:or-:-.Shia·, · · Ditt.erent •. 

n •.. o., .aeath-&:'o;;;.1955. ·. ,·. , . · 
The Spache· and the Computation tor 

readability by the formula were used in tJ:ie 
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Tai STUDY AND ITS 

. _o'! the etudy are based on (l) vocabulaey correlation 

in the basal f'ir&t · application of the .-S-pache ·· reada..- - -

bility formula and. (') examination of the for the other «des-irable 

criteria listed iJ;l·. Chapter !Vi The study ·has been presented in· tables. 

I. VOCABULARY CORRELATION 

It is pi-etty well- recognized generally, and through practice tJlat. 

all basal ree.ders· have ... the same scientific constl'Uotion·· and conform 

quite consistent.ly in their vocabulary load •. 

A study of the vocabulary presented in six commonly used ·first:. 

grade readµig basal texts was to discover whether there was 

among the words taught so·the supplementary reading books 

could be chosen their reading vocabulary range •. 

The· Dolch·,list of basic words was use·d because it is commonly 

familiar to first grade teachers.· A comparison of the vocabularies 

used showed that the word lists in the texts coincided 

with the Dolch basic sight words time. . Each· w9rd was::· 
at least five of· the texts· indicatii:ig that the vocabulary 

in the first readers is- rather consistent from reader to reader •. 

It was f'ound that the word load iS similar., irrespective ot publisher,: 

therefore, the suggested book list,: which· the writer. expects to produce,. 

be suitable for use. by teachers using aJQ" ot the basal texts •. 

The reader may wish to refer to appendix A tor vocabulary 



ooi-re:lation s'tudy. 

II; . BE.ADIN<:r· LEVEL OF BOOKS 

Readability is an important item µi choosing for children. 

Many children learn· to· dislike reading because they f·ind no· challenge 

in. stumbling over too dift'icuit words. Books that -contain m8Jl1' 
- . 

desirable are rejected by first grade children; 

because the vocabulary load is too heavy. 

Ill the. the_ Spache- readability formula was applied to 
. .... . . . 

determine the grade _placement of the book. This formula uses the 

list of 769_ easy words and the aveNge sentence length to _oompute::· 
. . 

the readability level. ·Children in the first grade should have 

available from the pic.ture book level up to the third grade· level. to 

meet the various needs ot the class.·- T!ie majority of class will 

read i.,- to 2.; leve 1 books. 

IThe readability of a·book upon the. k!nd and 

ideas it expresses, upon and its style and upon the:. . . 

format and... _.a9· . The has a list of 

books tor independent grade· reading the above: 

in_ working with children 

to make 1 the-·chOices·-·and another list indic-.ting··those she believes,;· 

not suitable• To test .. the validity of her choice, books were chosen: . 

trom this l_ist. and· checked ac9,#1lµig to the Spache readability f'ormla • . ,._ .. ·.-.... ;. 

Tlie Spache·tormula checks the number ot uncommon words used and: 

29a.·. Hu.nnicutt, Wm. Iverson, Research ,!l! !!!!_Three 
(Nliw- York: Harpers, 1958), P• 179• 
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the average· sentence length using the Dale list of 769 words for 

measureJJlent ot vocabulary. 

. . 
counting the words book the following rules are observed 

. 30 
in· applying the formulas 

l• Oount;_ '-11...-leiiters· a. 
2. torms ed, ·es= 
;.:.: OoUn.t.. verb forms·. as.- unfamiliar unless formed 

wet>rds,- ·as·'stop1· '. · 
'• · Count·.plurals and possessive·· endings of nouns as • 
. ;. ... .. est as unfamiliar 
t not appear in levelo:materials. 
5. Count ttr.t····names:",as--fa.miliar•-:":, .. 
6. Obunt··mi··Untamiliar wol!d··oniy· though it appears:: 
1· W$th·':v•riable· endings··later.=- · .. : · · · · · 
7.. A::'·fSrNP·;..Of·.:word.s •. : cons-isting: Of''av repetition of a. single 

word ... as oh;- ;·oh1 ::=oh;_ is· counted as a •. Count ·f'atn!ly.:-ne.mes.":SUCh:·a.-s, .. · aunt{ unt'amiliar 
., where is . &le·. -list. 

to" • '. 

Formula 

1. Niimber-<of. words 
2. ·sentences· · . . 
,. ·?iot .. ·on:· ot::769 easy. words: (p. 29) 
4. Avera_g$: ·sentence··· length. {Divide · l 2) \ . . 
;. Dale· score (Divide· ' by· l) . . · ;· 
6.. grade· level by us.ing computation sheet·: · 

(Dale score and.sentence P• 28. . 

l. Count off about 100 words in the first few ot the book 

2. Begin count at the beginning of:· e. sentence with the last. 
word ot the in which the lOOth word occ'lirs. 

,. Oount the munver of sentences in the . entire sample •. 

4. Determine- how·many words in the selection are not in the Dale 
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5. Divide mmiber of words (#1) by number of sentences ). 
. I 

"' 6. Divide'tmmber·of words not on Dale list by numb'r of words 
(#3 by #1 ). 1-hl ti ply answer by · 100. · 
. . . 

7. Utie quick computation .. sheet to find grade level.. .· 

a. Repeat entire. procedure' steps l to 7' twice more with samples 
from mr-'itdle and end of· booL 

•; • ·• : •• ;. .. .;· . . '• . ' 
9. Determine average grade placement by adding the three estimates 

and b1 tlir•e·.. fliis -is the estimate . of the grade 
level of' difficulty of the" entire-boQk. ··, 

Each:: book· ·was· given a rating from tho ·lowest of o to the highest 

rating of 4. 
The following shows how the formula was applied •. 

Da!fn.Y S Dog Doo_tor. Morrow •. 

1. Number of ·words 

2·. · Number of ·sentences 

3. Number of words not on 
. Dale 769 Easy Words List 

Average sentence length 
1 by·2) 

. Dale Score (Divide ' by 1. 
multipJy by ,100) 

6. grade 
pl.ace1J1.ent by· formula 
(Dale score ·and sentence 

1. placement 

·e. 

109 

6 

7 

5 

2.3 

4 

101 103 

1, 12 

5 2 

7 8 

5 2 

2.3 2.1· 

(Mean of three 
scores in 6" above) 

(This was given a 4 
rating because it 'is 
in::the reading range 
of the average let 
grader)• 
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F.Or Quick of the· Readab}il,ity:· ot.·-rl as Measured by the 
" • ' .. • 1 : • • .. • . . . 

.. Spacm . Readabii1 ty Formuia. 
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Lorge 

TBS DALE LIST OF 769 EASY WORDS 

A 

a bank choose dead. evening 
about basket· bee.rd Christmas dear ever 
above ·be break church deep every· 
across circle did everything 
act . Qif,y;' die:. 
at raid bright Cltl•B different eye 
after beqause b 1 . dinner . 
af .. ·1·· 49t· F,.i' 
again· 

.i. clopk doctor 
against: been,, does face 
a.gQ._ bttafer,; ClQth .. diJgJ fair 
afam·: olo;t.hes tall 
di· btgln dQp,,t family 

btbi.nd rJ(>f;t!/ cJopt1 fancy 
befJ)g . coatl 4Q0.\)1e tar 

aii-fo1ady bauave· dotf!i. farin· 
but;-- farmer 

.. . fast 
am .. beatde QqJ1lt.hg dtess ra.t 

J>7r cotnpany cltt!Jk father 
aiil hef,tetw? cook."::' teed 
Qid ·.Q: CQOit' drtJr .. teel 

feet 
aabther bf.ill; ec!tlUr duet·. tell 

bdtd COlrt ... tell ow 
bit cott!td felt . " 

atlything b18.ck· 001U1try fence 
apple· bte:ss ()OUtSQ is:ch.t. f'ew 

bi!ltid-: tJut_;.,:· f'ield 
atm: bi8tid ' . . " fight OQ 
around b!l!ttw att34 fill 

b1tter· catetul dl$'h> find 
asllt· board 6ury Ci'Ottd't tine 
a'h be•t· c;as&. Ctb'Ml'. finger. 
a'1•y bMy· catch crr1!·'' ettgi· :tinish 

b·bne cause.- .lggl,'1 fire.: e .. 
B b6t)k c'ntr·· .,lght f'irst 

bot'n· dOtU'tt' dither fish. 
baby btt.h1. · fit 
baok. b6ttom bh&.ncse .. ··D five 
bad- - -b-Otr Eftgland fii. 
bagi.· box· cht&t·· · auce floor 

bor. child"r ·ciarJc·· enough flower: 
be.t\d b·rarich children ti:r· 

i 
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hand Ml neighbor. part; 
food hang neither party toot· - happy. K made pass 
tor· ha:rd keep mail path. 

has·· make Jneff pay 
foar..th hat· ma,n:'• Nett York pen 
·round have kill many· next people· 
tour he kind marcli 
fresh king mark· night picture 
friend hear kisp· market· n;.ne piece t»oii· · :'· he&i'd .lcnpe matter· pi ace .. hetti-b IcUw may· noiSe plain 'triit" heavy knP-W 

• •• none . pl_ant. 
·. help m&an noon:: play 

he L:. measure nor'" 
. <Ii here meat"''· north· 

herself' 'l-ady ip.eet·: · hidtF laid men. &o,i,·· post-. ... ' 

gatelcan·; high- lake m.ett" note. pound ga.te· : hl,r:110 land nothing pr.esent:: .... large now··· 
get._:a. 18.'S:t mile numbei-. pr•t;ty 
'Utt &£jrf; 1a:te illi1k pull g . · .. 

laugh · girl': hbld mill. t '•'().:· put!. 
·"'!.·"'··· . H:1'1'- lay; .. !fl1mP··· g· V8:· 
glad h6p'e· lea4. !)d.ne-:- oak: Q 

hora·e .. learn lirl.ntlte ocean· 
gt>t- ' ·h6*'.h leave ttdss ot.-:. .· 
Gal• house lef1; .. bloney ·ott"'· queen leg: .... 

ho*-':. tnonth· off.ice quick g lesson ti'li' . &liltdted moon: often. quiet· .. 
htirit· o!dq, ... quite· •'J: 

letter - i gone fut try m6rning on 
hurt iu·:. ttt·cst- once m gbtC lift mother OM : -:. .. 

'"'.!'Mn l light .. mcoiltain· only: race ' . like mouth · open rain ply iv mbvC9.'· ·· or ran 
f-dfl'· lion Mrsi. other.:· rather 

gfltin f.t\r, lips milbn;- · our reach. 
JILUS!!o outside read p ._:: 

1:1.ttle over. ready 
*:iffitead 11\?$ mt:··': OWJl'; real· 
f-ttto· load . Diyselt ottt::f• reason 
£¥on· lotig · lboft .... :···M . I P• remembet:" lvt· .. 16st:.·., 

ft8J!ltj page. rich 
lii\i-z l<>ud n&·a.r· paint: ride 

iJ. i&q neck pair right:· 
nee&· paper. ring ' .. .... 
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river shut if time \ft;.t.Ve: 
L'·a.a sick street. to you· re ... \I ·-rock· sieie today 
.f._,!: . strike 
ren s-ign strong together. weer:. yourr 
rp6f silk such told ,, ... 

weathe11' 
·'r.- '-'· $:ll'V.$r.: tomorrow.· week sugar· 

r-ose .. sing· suit·:· W«tll: . 
round summer.· wt?,,.t r .,;.:· sister: sun .. 

suppose 
touch:· .. t(b.at. 

Ji. s:hie. surprise 
skt.n trade· 

sd.d sky traiii wbert; 
·.f.., . whar-..-&•il tree 

whet.her SldW. ... true 
SD1(lll tllb1e try-

sand ttmtle ta:il' tu:rn .... wfd.le 
sat 8tncjke -. t·w 'fwelve whit&! .. 8·iiow: talk twenty_. who save 
s·filf;_; SOi· tall tw·': 1 whole· 

,; ·: . "":'" 

sq: sall. tasts whom. 
s·oh6ol Sold·· ··tt· 

trC.ld*er teilcher wq 
sdlmt teal' UJ1cte-· wild 
something. under: will. 

second eomi!tiine until 
se·ee song. tb!n:· lip""·· I wind _,.: .. · 
St' ff B'<tori-. upon'· wiiidow 
s•mn. . etdu!td US"· wing 
se..)5n •otith .. ilS&f winter 

.;. l?•l' thErit: wish 
s·.at thtiJ!l" ,.,v; ·with· 
sena. . . without 

·s1r1t · thete 'talley woman 
these.: very wonder.· 

e6ft. lfqqt-8 thdj'"·' visit. wood 
se.ven l:t'flllCl tht·ck word. 

. thin·· w work. 
shake OtifM·' thing·· world 

think wait write· 
stli)t• i:ttts · walk· wrong· s• t'.h.6t!iJ wall would 

sMtp· tht>ugh want 
stU.1ie. thaught war ... ?; 
sti:tp staa•= tlit:>usaricL WU!rl wu·, .. · Y,ard' 
sttaj;:; .. iJ.tOjf.·· iJit.6agh wash year. . _ .... 

thtaw·· waste: 

" ttt&tJfl. tt•r watch yes 
s"'6w.;. &t6f;;·.· iti1: waUJr iesterdq 
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To· be recommended for first grade reading: a book sould have a: 
lively style that will. delight the child.,1 .. the material must be::· 

so organized that the child can follow meaningfully and en·joy what 

the writer wants to convey. Iii tlie first grade we. are setting their· 

base. tor ot good and accepted end 

form so the hooks· should meet the standard requirements •. 

The though necessarily simple,; be adequate to support. 

the and create suspense •. The-material should be based on concepts 

which famj.liar.,2 Geod f'irst:. grade books should include interest. 

of liveliness and humor to captu.re the child.'s 

interest •. 

A good plot will normally grow oUt ot a strong the.,, g.iving the: 

story a sense of iqstery and surprise. Y6ung. readers enjQy suspense:. 

and want to to find out what will happen •. 

The plot should:::arolllf"' !Jte'=·.chil.cHs 

to .. read· more·,: thus· opening new horizons· for him. .. 

Iv-.--. ILLUSTBATIONS 

Children enjoy gay colors and good illustrations which. should. 

be placed as near as to the word or idea which they interpret •. 

The. text and the pictures JllUSt coincide, as children are quick to note-

'l.Arbutbliot, .2J?.!_ P• ·7. 

'2i..oreaux, !.2E,. cit.,. P• 16o. 



'' 
any discrepancies. The illustrations must be of high quality so the1'" 

can help the child develop a f'eeling·f'or beauty, rhythm and color •. 

Tne physical aspects of the books were examined to find the 

qualities 

The constniction·: should be sturdy with cloth bound covers and. 

firm st.itching,. such· that· the child .can easi17 hold· i't •. 

· T1ie books must be light in·. weight\ l easy· t·o handle and the pages 

lie: flat •. 

The. left margin, at·'.. least one inch wide,> must be straight except: 

at:. the beginning of paragraphs so as not to interfere with the return 

· · .sweep of the eye from. the end of. one line to the beginning of ·the next •. 

The si.ze of the book should be such that. the child can easily 

hold it, .being neither too large to handle or too small for 

hands to hold. 

VI. TYPOGRAPHY 

print should be clear, standard type, and rather widely 

spaced. Cursive writing in:books is not acceptable as first graders. 

are writing. Manuscript type is acceptable providing 

is the·plain·type used in the classroom. 

The·_ size of the print should be 18 to 24 size type, never smaller 

as smaller type will strain the eyes of the young child •. 



The book was then ratecl. in the· areas· listed be low, .. giving it 
•I ' 

s rating of 0 to 4 in each category.. The average · 
: :. ;:;·-· .. 

areas is. obtained by dividing by thirteen, the number. ot 
-·,= .. . 

cons •. 

Beim,. D. !.!4··!h! Dog Morrow. 
- . 

Literary .form · 
style 4 

4 
Plot: 4 
Sentence Structure·: 4 

Illustrations 
, lllacement. 
·f?i.ze 

with story 
.Ohild appeal 

Format .. 
·Qonstruction-
Margins 
Size 

T"°,JPography 
fype of.print. 

· Size of print' 

_TOtal . 

Average 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

52 
4 

In: the opinion of the writer,.readability is of equal' importance 

to the composite of all the other factors. The rating of each book,> 

therefore, is computed by averaging the readability. rati.ng,.with the, 
-

oomposi te average of · all. of the other factors •.. 
I 

Readability score 4 (from page 27, 

other categories 4 

Final rat-ing·: 4· 
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TABtB Il 

Table I is a list ot supplementary reading books appearing on. 

other published lists. The code used in the table is 

the same· as listed below. The reader may refer. to it.- tor clarificatioa. 

iJl.-studying the table., __ ........... .. 
·A. Bibliope.ph:y .!! B-ooks. ·!23: Children· .. 

_AOE Wa.Sbington -D. . 

. Books £!£.Primary Beading: 
.American Librar-t Association, .Washington1 . D. 

First· Grade Beoommended ·Book° Uistt. 
Elementary_ a •. 

D; .. Reoent Easy: BOoks 'i.2£; First€·Gtade. ·Children . 
Gratt·, Patrick, San:.Diego State .... 

Adventuring BOoks. 
National Council of Teachers. of English,.. 1958 

11· Children's BOoke Teo-· Good to ·Miss 
Press-.-of Western 



TABLE :n 

BOOKS APPEARING ON OOBER PUBLISHED. L.ISTS. FOR FIRST GRA.Dlf 

Anderson11Sybil. 
Anderson, . w. 
d: Ing.ri 

Austin, Margot 

Bannon, Laura 

Barker, Melvern 
Brooke·, .. L. LeSlie 
Brown;·. 

:jaiie 
Fiorence 
Charlotte 

Beim, Jirrold 

Beim, Lorraine 
Bi'ight, .-Robert· .. . . ··. : 

Brown, Margaret W. 

. . . Appears on list 
D G 

Macmillan a·: 
Doubleday A D G. 
Doubleday .. G 

AD G1· 
n.ttton E G 
DUtton· D a·. 
HPughto14 D . 
HO\lglrton D E G' 
Oxtor,d,'.0 • • • D E a:-· 
Warne. E G1 
Hilrcour-t 4 G 
Whitman ... , }) m 

n a 
Scribner D G· 
J!Orrow D GO. · 

B D G .. . . j 
Morrow D 

D GJ 
Morrow D 
MOrrow D G" 
.Morrow D G+ 
Harcourt D 
Doubleday A 
DoUbleday . D i G1 
DOubleday A a:· 

Scott 
Weisgard 
Harper 
Harper · 
Harper 
Scott 

<Jrowell 
Weiega.rd 
Simon 
Harper 
Doubleday 
Soott · 
Lippencott 
Lothrop 
Crowell 
Crowell 

D Gi 
BGA 
B Q{. 
B Gl 
BG 
er, 
G: 
B G.1· 
B G:l 
BG·: 
BGD 
A.» Cl .· 
A B-E G 
AD G+ 
DE CY 
E G·.: 



TiBLE I (continued) 

Burtol1:; Vi-rginia- Lee . lb!... Little Bi>use . . 
™=-Jblligan and 

on!.'.l-ists · '. ·-:· ·. 

LudW1g 
·.B.ible. 
Blough, Glenn 

Oastrle , Jane. 
Olu\ildler· Edna 
:''!,;·· ) !·.· , 

Chandler, Thomas 
Clark, Ann N'orlan · 

· · :Steam -.Shovel-
Be&.nie . 
Where 1s aunn.y 
Far&ley· · · Harf $r, 
'he- Child. . -. 
!rot· Olilt-.fO"l! ·DttCks .\JhittltuJay 
Wait: for. th8""·SmiShine 
p;;:Lr -
COwbot: Andy 
Oowboj. §.!!! · Beckl.,7.:08.rciy 
.Cfowho1:!!!"e l)mdy · ;_ .. _ 
Oowhor· !!!··,!!!!!."Flop-·· 
cowboy: Sam and· W.sa , Lily Beck:fey-.eariy 
'cowboy sam and- Fffddy . . 
Cowboy 9· !,!!:·PorkY .. 
·oowhor ··§!!!! Shor.tr .. 
. Beeing: So\incF · Childr"eb. 1 s' · ... 
!!!·Ht Mother's !!2!!!. 
Looking !2£· Something Vikblg' '..;-· 

Cook, Bemad·ine · Lookting £!.£ Susie- · -· Scott 
Dalgleish, Alice - 11!!. ·.Little ,Wooden Farmer · :. i. ·. 

. -· .:;:_:·'·:-;: .·:···(·:, .\ :· ,, ·· -. : ,.:::: .. .. storz Scribner 
Darby, Gene· .Be:asonf . : - Benefio 
Deman, _.Sarah · P:retty .!!!'! ·Benefio· 

SUreristf !is, 

Dllvoisin, Roger 

Eastman_, P. D. 
Elkin, .Benjamin 
Evers, Alf & Helen 

Ete, MarieHall 

Poat .Bing· Benefio 
B!ig:·ToJL;·. . Benefio 
Momcey .Island Ben'3fio 
Poker -Dog··. Ben.efio 
Petunia·. Knopf' 
Piturita··and th$ Song Knopf 
A for· Dothrop 
Lf;;r. 8ifr.eatr"" Knopf 

· Kilopt' 
fto: LO.lY Dtlclca:" . Knopf 
saii &ncl· · th&:;rp;tly Random 

Big ·Jim.p . Random 
!!!' About· .. OopY Kitten 
OqbabY · ·. Cadmus 
s1:ovpz-',Joe. . Rand 
Oow· .. s Par.tr Viking 
Play;· !!, . Viking 

B B r·.G:-· · . 
B JI 

trm 
,. (f.:. 
AG 
A E G1 
E G." 
D G3 
DG 
D Q"; 
D .. G 
I(G:;: 
tt.:cf. 
Jflt 
:D. G..· 
·D cf:. 
If Er' . • 

ti 
AG: 
A E G: 
D G.:-. 
DG 
D G3. r-n-·ll! 

·D 
A E G.· 
E G·: 
B G;-
A. G · ·' 

A D G; 
D G-'.-
D tr· 
D 
D G." 
D G1 
AG 
ABE. G 



Field, Rachal 
Fitch, Florence 

Francoise 
Friskey, Margaret 

Frissell, B. o. 
Gag, Wanda 

Geisel, T. s •. 
(Dr. Seuss) 

Gray, William 
lfil17· 

Greene··, Carla 

Hader, Bertha & 
Elmer ... 

Hartwell, Marjorie 

Hildreth, Gertrude 
Hott, Syd 

. ;8 

TABLE I (continued) 

Appears on lists 
Ask Mr. Bear 
liiiU7LOit 

Ducks 
Boats ·on··.ttta River 

: :. 
·Tim;: .Tad·po1e· ·arid-· the 

MacMillan B . F G1 
Doubleday B D 
Doubleday B E 
Viking '·B n· a· 
Viking AB E D 
Doub le day · E 

Pr.aye:r :tor. .a: .Ohild MaoMillan 
··A -Beok· GOd . Lothrop 

JesUS Lothrop· 
'iiiuette. Scribner 
·J,obnnt 1!!!. Monarch.. Obildrens 
Ohioken · Li·tt1e·.,·0·0unt to TenOhildrens· 

·· 
Bri<lp· .. 

Mystery ..:.2,f':...!he· Gate· Sign Ohildrens 
Spr.i!igtime !2£ ·Jeanne·· · Scribner 

Marie: ... ,. __ : 
Jemme:. -:Helps "8ount Scribner 
. !!!t· Sheep-·.· - . · 

Fun- at ·the Playground · 

Gone · .is Gone 

Cat ii:. 'the' ffit-." Oomes Back 
15il8 fish;.,· . .-r--__ .. ___ _ 

Fish, ·.Blue Fish ... · · . 
We 
· E'Veqbodz !!it_ 
l· ·Want Be-··.BOoks _____ ........., .......... 
Baker 
Pilot· 
Po·11ceinan 
Na.rae· ... 
Teacher,· 
Truck Driver. 
Little-· White· Foot·. 
Lost, ·,in the· Zoo 
liiii1ai'S Oi'the Friendly 

Farm, ... 
a· secret· 

..... . 
Oliv.&rt: 
B!.!lJDJl, .!!!!. 

MacMillan 
Oowa.rd 
Coward-·. 
Random_ 

Random· 

Scott·. 
Obildrens 
Ohildrens 
Ohildrens 

· obild:rens 

· Ohildrens 
Childrens 
Ohildrens 
Ohildrens 
MacMillan 
MacMillan 
Follett 
Winston· 
Harper 
Harper 
Harper 
.Harper 

AG; 
AG' 
A Gt 
D 
E 
D G' n er 
D 
DEG 

E G· 

D G" 
B E F (J' 
A GI 
AD a· 
DG 
DG 

p c;t 
B D <J'! 
D·G 
DG 

-D G. 
DG 
D. G 
DG 
DG 
D 
A 
AG 
D .E G 

D G; 
D·G' 
D GJ 
D=G 
l>G 



Bolland, Harion 

HUrd, _Edi th 

· _I pear,. Dahlov 

Jackson, Katl:Q-yn 

Jupo, Frank 

Kraus, Ruth 

La.Rue, Mabel 
Lenski, LOis 

William 
Ellen 

ltcOloskey; Robert 

!fcOlung, Robert 

McOlintock,. Mike 

MO Int ire, Al t·a 
Minarik, Else 
Mimr, .·Irene 

Orton, Jessie Jones 

TABLE I (continned) 

_ ! Big !!!! -g£ String Random 
Appears on iists 

D G; 
lhgget-. . . . . . . . Kn.opt· 

.One HOme is a Green · Hilrper 
:Pig-:-, ..... . 

.. Brown .. Cow Farm Doubleday 
World Fti.ii47Korses Doubleday. 
?!!! .bo\ttl.d .:Worl:d. Silver 
HOme:s · Ar.Ound .the .World Silve_r . 

· . . . MacMillan 
·For.tune. · 1 

'.l'he: ·Magic·,Qhristmas Tree: Ariel 
Bimdle<Boole·. . .... - Harper 
The'"' .BS:cimd' Dii · · Harper 
A: Vitt ... Beuse- f.18.rper 
r•1i-·.B&·-..y-c;u.._Y6u ·.Bi ... Me:i Harper.· 
!!m;· '?Oots'ie: s Birthdaz.. · 
. I-JLike . Oxtord 
ioT.it' :Ur Fill Oxford 
Lftt·ie-. Airi!lane 
Little ·Train . Oxtord 
Spring .. .!!, oxtord 
Let-·1 s,.. Play ··House C>Xtord 
arr. a-.. Summer Pay Oxford 
Oowboy Slilall · OXford 
Papa ·.small Oxf'ord 
! Dog: Comes !g_· School Oxford 
'llie·· Little. Auto . ()Xtord 
SU'iiri·se .. .R!!L Oxford 
Fimeri·-'Keepers·-- ·: · - - Harcourt 
Tommy g·!ht·-.Telephone .. 
Blueber.j!ies··.tor.·· Sak · ·. Viking .W,, :f'or "lbcidiiigs Viking 
Stripe· .. And all. >· :· 

. . stories)' 
Spike 
Bufo . Morrow 
6PiiI'nx 
Tiger. Morrow 
RUb:r.-.Tllroat 
! Fly Went·· Random 
Stop· th.8.t··!!!:l. Random 
Billy Pollett 
L1 tt'le !!!.£:_ · 
T'tue: Book ot Policemen Whittlesey 
9.iid F.liem;ft 
!. .Little· Child. Viking 

D 
D ct 

D G·:· 
B D G.1 
D G: 

AD G: 

A<l'-
D a· 
A 'CF 
E 
A a·· 
D.ID _ 
B': D E·-(J.l 
B·-D-E·.G 

:,_;j l}"(f . 
B D 
B D -E ... G 
D CJ! 
B n· E G 
B DEG. 
n·fE. 
D 
BD,EfG"; 
D fl+ 
l:>-' G.· 

. D. CJ: 

B1 G} 
EG 

EG 
E <E-
E 
E G. 
E 
D G0 

D G.7 
D G.i 
D a; 
D ().r 

A 



Petersham, Maud 

Pbeger, 

Podendort, Ille. 

RObinson1 : Irene 

s.chlein, : Miriam 

·. :·.:: a:,., i:-.5 
Nina 

Herwui & Nina 
Selsain,tMillioent 

Simon, N'orma. 
Slobodkin, EsphJr 
Steiner,, Charlotte 
Stoltz, Mary 
Thayer, Jane 

Alvin. 

'l'ildor, Tasha 

Watson,. Nancy 

Wondriska; ! Wm. 
Zolotov, 

Gergely, Tabor 

TllLE I 

l!!!,.. Circus-. Baby 
Box with· Red Wheels 
&·Oiirlst-1iiild 

Crows 
ibaies· Go .!J:. 
a0an.r11 
Animal Babies 
The .True Book of Pets 
Th;'' Tl'lle Book Of Weeds 
aidF.lo'w;r;-

.BOok of Seasons ____ ........., .............. 
Picture Book ot Animal. 

Bis.!!!!£.. 
Little Red Nose 
Four Little Poxes 
ii18n. Will the· World Be -,fine--em·BOY, Country· Bor .. 

. e·Susie Sleeps 
Follow the ·Sunset 
Seeds anrMore · Seeds. 

!!!. 
tae · Wet. wo·r1cl 
The . W.OnderfUl Feast 
A Friend· is 
.Lett)s P!i -••re.' s l!!!, ·Pope.om Dragon. 
Autumnt.:Banest·: 
Johm!Y Ma.ple•Leat 
!!!,!· !!2 Oity 
P.ollow t:he Wind 
White·,Snow,-::Bf!gbt 
Around the· Year·· 
Pumpkin Tooi'SiiI'iie : 
The Dolls Ohi'istma.s 
Sn is Tomorrow 
Darld"'iS Bailroad 
I like Trains·-
L, !1 1, !. !2!!£ 12 one step T.wo -Littlg Black PllppY 
OVer and Oven· 
Gh'at. Big Ffre Engine 

Appears on lists 
B ]) E G· 

MacMillen D Jt 
Doubleday D G-' 
MacMillen B E 
Bandom D Cf. 
BandQm D G· 
Ohildrens E G 
Grosset A G 
Grosset A G 

Grosset 
MacMillen 

Scott 
Scott 
Scott 
Scott 

Ohild-rens 
Scott 
Scott 
Harper 
Harper 

. Lippencott 
Lo'thiop 
Knopf 
Harp'r 
Merrow 
Morrow 
Mo:rl"OW 
Morrow 
Morrow 
Morrow 
MOrrow 
oxtord 
Oxtord 
Oxt'ord 
Kn opt 
H'arper 
Harper 
Pantheon 
Lothrop 
GOlden 
Har.per 
Simon 

E· (f 
D.G 

DG 
A E G'J 
AG) 
A CF. 

E G 
AB G' 
AG 
D G1 
AG: 
A Em 
A GI 
A-G: 
DG 
A G1 
A Cl} 
AG· 
D 
AD G1 
D Cl+ 
A D G1 
D Cl; 
AG: 
A<E 
A GJ 
D<Fr 
AG+ 
D 
D G"; 
D Gi 
AG' 
D GI 



Lindman; ,.Maj 

'l'ensen, lhlth 

True, 
Watson, .·Nancy · 

T1BLE I (continued) · 

41: 

· on· lists 
Merrill.. · D. <r · 

DG 
Merrill D G:: 

'Merrill D. G1 

Reilly B· n· <r· 
Baill:y D ct 
Bailly B D Gi 
Reilly B D 'Ct 
Ohildrens DG 
Knopf D<ll 
Xnopt A ti. 



TABY II;i 

T1le author has compiled a list of she recommends for first 

grade reading •. She chose these books b7 observing_how t;rst grade 

children at the Laura MacArthur School chose or rejected by 

noting the readability level according to her lmowledge of 

range, and by considering all the other qualities stated,. 

previously in_ the study_.·by·casual observation of. books .. 

·' 



ftBLE Ir. 

BOOKS RECOMMENDED FOB FIRST·· GRADE READING BY·/.AUTHOR 

AnctersO#t.· 
d 1 Aulaire, · · 'ingri 

Banner·1 ::Angela 

Bann.on, !laura 

Barker, Melvern 

Bt\rnum; · ·Jay. · 
Ba.rr1 Ji.ne 

Becker, Charlotte 

Behn, Harry 
Beim, Jerrold 

Beaty, 
Beim, 

J•anne 

. Houghton 
Jtbught.on· 

Oxtord 
Morrow: 
Whitman 
Whit,jian: 
Wbitman 
Beckley-Cardy 
Beckley-Cardy 
Beckley-Cardy 
Scribner· 
Scribner 
Sc 

Scribner 

Harcourt 
Morrow. 
Morro¥ 
Morrf)w: 
Mor.row:; 
Jforrow. ... 
Morrow· 
Morrow 
Harcourt 
Morrow 
MOrrow·· 
Beckley-Oard:r 
Harcourt 
Random 
Watts 
Scott. 



Bradbury; BUnoo 
· Brenle7, FranklJ'll. · 
BJ>ight, 

- · Brotlll, Margaret w. 

Margaret W. 

Brown·, . 
Brooke, ·Ileslie 

BUrton, Virginia Lee 

Castle, Jane 
Chandler, Edna. 

Thomas 
Charlip,· 

Olemens·, ; 
Cook, . · 

Oordts 1 • Anna 

Ill (continued) 

one.· a tteri, Too 
-· -· ==:.L-. . ·· . 
lILike ·:-Red:.· : . . . 
le'"·and:·· Be·ars · nrmle Gc;·o:dnight··and «· .... - __....._ 

Ohil(P:s. · §29.!. Mor.ning-. 
Bi·g 

.. 
GOMen>.-:!ugr ..... ·. 

I:.Wrmt to··".F·ltt 
Li t;tle ·· Bt.aes ·:Band. 
Little·:· uoist·-.liallib .. 
!t 
B··Jiigbt:; Gte:·en .. Light·. 

- Bf1tm.y:·;. 
Summe·J!·; NOiSf' .. 

. Tile Noisy .&ok-· .. 
Wmsre:·: .Hav.e···Y-ou··· Been· 
· 
WinterJ? . 
Wonderful· ... , · 

ODmibg for. 
GOlden . . . . ..... 

· A .Kiss· i:s·· · 
I ·pmn.y. 
Jihnnt.: 
Surprise Sowboy ... 
1!.!"POpPY· Beede: 
'l'lie·: L1t'ble'- ·:HoUSG'.' 
Mike ··Mttlligm· and His -steam .Shovel-
Peec Lo 
BIT1T-and 
Oo\1b01 ··Andj: . 

.Dandt 
OowliOy · and" Flop : 
oowbo:t· !!!!:Yteady 
Obwboj: :!!!':H!!!t"Lil ly 
Oowhor .·!J!i, Por!cy · . 
aowbot·and:·Shor.tr 
se·eing Som.iclt: · 
wnere· j!_ Bv.e.qbodx 
Lit't'le: Bl'Uen : .. · . · 
Wi!tp;.;Wheels and MDtors ... 
OUr.ious .Litt.le· Kitten. 
li0.okiilg ·for., . . . 

. 1:co&n. Read .. 

Hbughton 
Crow•ll. 
Poubledq 
DOubledayr 
Scott 

Scot't 
Orowe.il· 
Harpe rt· 
Sim.Oil 

Harpe.rs:· 

W.e-isgard · 
Harper.· 
Doubtedq 

Har.per--
Harper-
Oro swell 

Hilrper· 
Watts 

.. Wartte: 
LOthrop 
Orowell 
Orowel;l. 
Crowell. 
Crowell 
If ought on 
Houghtonn 

. Ifoliday· 
Beckley-Cardy 
Beckley-Cardy 

.. Beckley-Cardy 
Beckley-.aa.rdy 

Beckle7-0ardtv' 
O.J>.ildren 1 s. 
Scot't. 
H'ale 
Grossett 
Scott· 
Scott 
Benetie 



Dar.by, 

Davis 1 Mavis 

Derman, Sarah 

Disney, : Walt 

- Doane 1 
Dolch, Edward 

Douglas,. Michael 
DuvoiSin, lloger 

Eastman, . P. I). 

TABLE III(continued) 

Benet.ic 
Benetic 
steok 
Steck 
Bene tic 
Benetic 
BSnefic 
Benefic 
Benetic 
Benefic: 
Heath-
Simon· & Shuster 
·Heath 

Garrard 
Cfarrard. 
•rard 
Garr.ard 
Garrar.d 
Garrard 
Ciji.rrard. 
Garrard 
Garri:lrd 
Garrard·.;. car re.rd 
Garrard 

Garrard 

Garrard 
Garrard 
Gar.rard 
Garrard 

Glr;rard: 
Garrard· 
Garrard 
Garrard/. 

· trol.den 
Knopf 
Knopf 
Knopf' 
Knopf 
Knopf· 
Knopf. 
K.ne>pt 
Band0m 



Elkin, . 
Ets, : Marie Hall 

. Evers,. Alf'and He lonr• · 

Evans,.Eva·Knox 

Field, Rachel 
Fitch, Florence 

··Fox_,. Charles 

Francoise 

Freeman, Mae 
Friskey; Margaret 

Frie.sell; B. o. 
G$g1 .Wanda 

Gay, 

Gergely, Tabor 
Gray, 
Green, Mary 

46 

V:ild.ng 
Vilcing 
Viking_ 
Band om 
Oadmue 
GOlden· 
Cadmus 
Doubleday 
Doub18•ay · 
MacMillan 

Doubleday 
ilking: 
Milcltillan 

Lothrop 
Reilly. & Iiee: 
Re illy· IiOe: 
Scribner· 

Scribner 

Scribner.: 
Scribneit· 
s.cribner.· 
Random 
Ohildren:.1s 
Children's 
Children's 
Ohi'ldren·1 s 
Children!s 
Ohiidren.' 8 
Qhildren's 

MacMillan 
Coward 
crowa:rci· 
V.iking 
Random 

Random 

Simon 
Scott· :pC)jetmlan. 
Scott Foresman 
Scott Foresman 



Hartwe111 ,Ma.rjorie 

GertNde · 
Bertha & Elmer 

Hott., Carol 
Hott, S1cl 

Elaine 
·Holland, Maid.on 

I pear, . Dahlov· 

Hurd, Edith 
. Kathryn 

JU.po, Frank 
Kaune,. .. J.ferriman 
I<!ay, Helen 

Kraus, Rttth 

Lens!µ, ·Lois 

Lapkirld, Wiiliam 

TABLE 

I Want·· to Be 
Iniiiiid i>Octoi· . 
B8.ker.:. . ·. . . -
Pilot:· 
Nlir.'se:-
Policeman. 
Teache:r.:.. . 
·'fr.u.ck-.Driver, etc 
Atdin'.8.ls ... of;. .. the· Friendl:r. Farm 
Into· .. . . . . . . . --
nkiok m;;ret: · 
Li ttile· · White.-=P.oot: 
LOst, in· ZOO:-

D!im.y .:.and . the· !)ins.sour 

Oliver". 
Sajnint=-.the · s8al 
Famili1i'ij)US 
! :Big !!!J. . .2£. .String 
?&Pat·_ .. = . . .. . 

Brown-: .oow Farm . 
World·· 

.Green Pig 
P&ts" F°ound"·;the"'·Yorlcl:: . . . 
Homes:·.,Ar.ound'°1he -:lfor.ld. 

OWll ·.Little House" one · . . · 
··Mfirbi .. Ff'rt .. .... s_·. o . UD9::.· ·. · 

Tree:. 
! .Very· Special :'HOUSO.;. ·. 
BUndle'· Bdok-: ... . . . 
r•.11 ·Be·· Me:. 

·Dat - ---:-
"Tiny .Toose:rt e· "Bi·rthday 
A .Dog· Oomea ·:-.to. School .. 

.. 
IJLike 
fev:;r-Pla:t· 
Little 
Little Train 
Now .. ·It·: is· .. Pail 

.. Dar 
.. sua11. 

Spring ·!!.1!°!.rL Surprise.!!£ R!:!.r._ 
The .L-it"tie· Auto·· - . 

· F.iiders· xeep;;8 
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Ohildren!s 
Chlldren1ff 
obi:1d.ren 
O.hildreii' a· 
Children's · 
Ohiidren1s 
Children.• s 
Ohildren 1s 
FOllett. 
Watts. 
Winston 
MacMillan 
MacMillan 
Follett 
Harper:· 
Harper 

. Harper 
lta .. rp,r,· 
Leibel 
Mndem 
Klmpf 
Doubleday 
DOubleday 

Silver 
s·uver. 
MacMillan 
Follett .. 
Dothrop 

Arie-1. 
· 

Harper: 
Harper-.. 
Har1'er 
Houghton 
C>Xfot-d: 
OXt'ord 
OXtord 
Oxt'ord 
Oxto:rd 
Oxford 
0xtord 
Oxtord 
Oltt'ord 
Oxto:rd 
Oxtord 
Oxtoi:d 
He.rcourt 



Ellen 
Mao!Cq 1 • Mth · 

. 

MoOlung, Bobert 

McOlintock, Milce 

McDonough, Reata 
· · ·Mc Inti re, Al ta 

MeekQ, Esther 

Minarik, Else·· 
:·< : .. i 

Newberry, Clare 

Nevinger, Virginia 

Petersham, Maud 

. Phleger, Frederick · 

TABLE 

.-· 

I 

MeniUi 
Merrilt 
Merrill. 
Merrill 



·-

Podendort, Illa 

· RObhison, Irene 
Schlein, _,Miriam 

·.· Schneider, Nina 

Scot.-t, Wm. · 
Selsam, .Millicent 

Shapp, 

Slobodkin, Louis 

· Slobokin, 
· Stiener, Charlotte 
Stolz., Mary 
Tensen, Ru.th 

TABLE;: ID ( continuod-) 

Grossett: 
Grossett 

Grossett. 
Grossett 

Grossett 
Grossett 
Grossett. 

Scott. 
1 a· 

Scott 
Scott. 
Scott.: 
Sc.ott 
Lippencott 
Lippencott 
Harcourt. 
Children's 
Harper 
Harpe it· 
Watts 

Watts. 

Lippencott. 
Lippenc.:>tt 
MacMUian. 
MacMillan 
·MacMill:an 
MacMillan 

MacMiti·an 
MacMillan 

MacMillan 
MacMillan 
MacMillan 
Lothrop 
KnoPf 
Harper 
Reil17 
Reil°ly 

Reill7 



True, Louise 
Tudor, . 

Watson, Nancy 

Wolley, 

Wondrislca, \th. 
Zolotov, Charlotte 

TABLE II:!. (qontinued) 

Follow· the-· Wi11d-. 
I· In 

-: 
'... . · ... 

A .Tale M ·Easter.-
.. 

The· "Doll.I 8· .Ohristmas·. 
iiien ·19 .. ·To'nlorrow. 

.. 
DaVid1i· Railroa4. 
I .:Like, .Traina.-... L . g,. ·2' a· Book to· See. 
One .. - -
ilt'tle·;:·Bt&-Puppz 

Lothrop 
Lothrop 
.Lothrop 
Lothrop 

Oxford 
oxtord 
Oxtord 
Oxt'ord 
bopf 
Knopf:' 

Harper .. 
Pantheon 
Lothrop 
Golden· 
Harpel': 
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'!"ABLE III-

The author-compiled a·list of books found on existing lists . . 

books· first reading which, according to her 

experience and she rejects as unsatisfaoto_ry for first. 

grade level. 

used in Table III. is: 

writing 

TD--to readability level 

SP--sma.11 print 

PI--poor 



Anderson, w. 

d 1Aulaire, lngri 
Aus-ten, Margot 
Bannei-man;; Helen· 
Bannon, 

Edria 

Beim, 

Bemelmans, 

Beskou, Slsa 
Bishop:;t Claire 
Bright-, Robert 
Brock;, 
Brown, ·Marcia . 

Dennis·, . Wesley 

Fatio, .. 

Gag, Wanda 

Geisel, Theodore 
(Dr. Seuss) 

lhrd, Clement 
King, Patricia 

Lee 
Koch, Dorothy 
Krous.e, Ruth 
Leaf, Monroe 
Potter, 
Rey, Hans Augusto 
'l'workov, Jiok · 
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TABLE III 

NOT RECOMMENDED FOR F·IRST GDDE 

· B1111 ..!!:!! Blaze 
Blaze. l . 

Btne and·· the -For.a·str Fire.·· 
Blaze-
Blaze·and·th&"'."immder.bolt 
Don't::: &Unt-Your · 
Pete·r. · •.. 
Stoey· of. ·Little· .Black Sambo 
MQnue:liTs : :Birthclay· ·1n 

.. Old Mexic·o · ·, .... · · ·. ·· · 
Nl;e-'lhndred Buckets 
--of'. ·Paint··· 
Country Fi.rem.an 
Country::·· Tr.sin . 
Made,lilie.i/attd.-,the Gypsies 
Madel-ille ;.'8-ie;e · .. 
Pelle '-fir New 
GiOrgie: 
The Greedy· GOat· 
The Little &'i=Ousel:. 
Mrs. Mallard 1 s Dtlcklitits 
Flip 
Flip !!!.4. 
Flip Moraj.ng 
:mt···Hapm: 

_ 
Mill ions, ot' ·Oats·. 
Nothing aFAll".9 - _.... . ._.._.._ 
And to .Thillk·.I:. Saw It on 
?iuiber.ry: Street.'" -:-- -
Hort"on·:· Hatches, - .. 
Thi.dwick !h!._ Big Hearted 

Moose::. 
Bun Bun -am 

·Peter's 
I Plgy· on'.the:··Beach 
! !!!?a.ii 1.2. Dig. 
Stofy g!_· Ferdinaitd . 
'!'ale of.··:Peter. .Rabbit --· .. , .OUr.ious. ,. . ' . 
A.Oamel Who .Took a Wallc ---------

MacMillan 

MacMillan 
MacMillan 
MacMillan 
Doubleday 
Jbtton 
L:lppencott 
Whitman 

Abingdon 

Morrow 

·:-_.·Appears pn 
B JS 

BE 
BE 
BE 
A 
A 
B a·E F 
AEF 

AD 

B 
B 0 

Simon & Schuster BE F 
V;Icing BE; 
Harper A F 
Coward-Mc Os.rm AB 
Dou'1leday ABE 
Scribner D 
Scribner AO 
Lothrop ABDF 
Viking AB 

BE 
Viking BE 
.Whittlesey BOE 
Whittlesey· AD 

Reason 
TD 
TD 
TD 
TD 
TD 
'!'D 
fl) 

.T'.D Sl 
Tn 
TD 

TD 
TD 
TD 
TD 
TD SI 
TD 
PI 
TD 

.TD 
TD SI 
TD 
TD 
TD 
TD 
TD 

ABOEFEM 
Coward B TD 
Vanguard B TD 

Random B TD 
Random B TD 

Harper A 0 
Follet D TD 
Doubleday DA TD 
Holiday D TD 
Harpe_r AO TD 
Viking AB 0 F TD 
Warne BE 
Houghton B·E TD 
Dltton n· TD 



IV .AND V 

The following tables tabulate the results of.the application of 
: .. , .·· 

the Spache readability and the other criteria previously 

specified in this study on from the 's recommended 

list and ten from those not recommended by her, chosen at f'rom 

those available at the Laura MacArthur School,· lhluth,: 

Minnesota. 



TABLE IV. 

RATING OF BOOKS APPEARmG ON AUTHOR'S RECOMMENDED 
· .LIST .BY SPAORE roBA AND OTHER oaiTERIA · · 

.. Sam & the Indian Little Beat 
Gene.ral Content . an&:•I.::--: Andy . Firef.17 Two Feet and Owl-

Grade level -- 2- --·.2.2 .2. .2., 2.2 
Rat.ing 4 4 4 4 4 

Literary Font 
4 4 4 4 Styl.e 4 

Theme 4 4 4 4 4 
Plot 4 4 4 4 ··4·-.· 

4 4 4 4 ·4 -· 
Structure 

Illustrations· . 
Placement 4 4 4 4 4 
Size : 4 4 4 4 4 
Synchronized 4 4 4 4 4 

with Story 
4 4 4 .. ·-4 

Child Appeal 4 

Constrilction 4 4 4 4 4 
Margins 4 4 4 4 4 
Size 4 4 4 4 4 

A••••• .. 
Typography 

4 4 4 4 4 Size of Print 
Tri• 4 4 4 4 4 

Total Points ,2 52 52 52 52 

Category- Rating 4 4 4 4 4 

Rating or-·· Book 4 L• 4 4 4 
. . 



General Content· 
Gr.a.de Level 
Bating. 

rorm. 
Style·. 
'theme 
Plot 
Sentence. 

Structure 

Illustrations Placement·· 
Size 
Synchronized 

With 
Ohild .. 

Format 1 'i ,.;. ..... ·.;.. 

Construction 
Margiils. 
Size 

Typograp.h1 .. 
Type of·Print 
Size ot Print· 

'fetal ·: · 

Oategory Bating 

Rating of;. B9ok 

5!j 

TABLE IV\ ( contjnued) 

! Big !!11 _ . Red Light· Dannz ! the· A Fly 
!!£ .. Str.iiig . . 1 t,ike !!!__ Gr.een Light Dog Doctor 
2 •. 5 2.5 2 •. 5 2 •. 2 •. . 2.,. 
4· 4 4 4 4 . 

4 4 4 4 4 
4 4: 4 4 4 
4 4. 4 4 .. 4 
4 4 4 4 4 "> .. 

·- .. 

4 4 4 4 4 
4 4. 4 4· 4 
4 4 4 4 4 

4 4 4 4 

4 4 4 4 4 
4. 4 4 4 4 
4 4· 4 4 4 

4 4 4 lf.. 4 
4 4 4 4 4 

52 52 52 52 52 
4 4 4 4 4 

4 4 4 4 4 



To further validate the author 1 s ability to recommend book!J 
·. 

independent first grade reading sne has from book lists 

for first grade, but whioh,.through her experience,, she . . . 

);las rated ·:is not at :f'irst grade level. She has .applied the 

formula and the other criteria used in this to determine 

their p,lacement. The tollowing table tabUiates the results. 

RATiNG OF BOOKS APPEARmG oN- AUTHOR• s NOT RECOMMENDED 
" . LIST BY SPA9HE .FORMUX.A AND OTHER . ...... · .... 

General Content 
Bating . 

Literary F6fm 
Style . . . . 
Theme 
Plot· 
Sentence·: .. 

Illustratione ·:. 
Placemeitt· 
Size! .. 

Wi tlt .. Stoey .. 
Child. . . ..... :· ... 

. . 
Oonstfuction 

. 
Size .,.: .... ':.· 

Typography __ .... 
Type of· Print 
Size o:f' Prin-t 

Total Points · .. 

Category Bating 

Rating .Boqk 

Billy.!! 
-Blaze. · 

, •. 6.· 
0 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

50 

4 

2 

Little "Black· 
Samba · .Made line .....,., ,.·9 

0 0 

4 
4 
4 

' 
4 
1 

4 
4 

4 
4 
l 

4 
2 

4, 
; 
1.4 

4 
4 
4 
3 

4 
4 

4 

' 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

50 

4 

2 

Pelle 
New Suit --,.-:;---

0 

2 
4 
4 
2 

4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

' ' 46. 

4 

2 

.... 

Georgie ,., 
0 

4 

' 4 
2 

4 
·4 
4 

4 
4. 

....... !.;) 

¥3 
4 

2 



...... 

Content'. 
Grade:. ilevei; 
lblting. - -

.. 
Literary Form 

Style 
Theme 
Piot 
Sentence .': 
. 

PiltC·ement 
· 

wit,h Stqry 

Format 
Construction 

· · 
.Size. 

Tjpe of Print 
Size of Print 

••.•I 

Total _ 

Oategery Ra.ting 

Rating of Book 

TAJ3LE v 
Mrs• Mallard's Millions-· Pe'bff;J:e· · 

.of .Oats . . LOng· 
4.-1 -:-,.8 
0 0 0 

4 
4 
; 
2 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 
·4 

4 
2 

47 

4 

2 

;-

' ; 
l 

4 
4 
4 

; 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
; 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

51 
4 

2 

Ferdinand 
, •. 9 
0 

' ; ; 
0 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

45 

' 

57 

CUrious 
Georg. 

3·l:. 
0 

4 
4 
4 

·:·4· 

4. 
4··· 
iJ 

2 



V·I 

AND 

The stud:f ot. the vooabuJary presented· in the six basal first grade 

reading textQ indicated that· the word load is irrespective 

of publ_isher, to Therefore, th_e recommende_d U.st ·of 

books compiled by the author can be used b1 teachers using any of the 

.l>asal texts. 

'l'he ·objectives in the teaching of reading in the first grade 
. . 

considered prior to engaging the study in. an effort to how 

reading.meets the interests, needs ana abilities of the first graders. 

How ··the home and school can meet the needs of the vidua.1 child 

were . discussed. 

A discussio:tl of types of reading programs was given in the study •.. 

1rhe coming t.rend seems to consider the needs of the individual 

in formulating a reading program based on.his needs, abilities and· 

interests •. 

The were selected from recently published. 

bookS which indicated they emphasized type additional supple-

m.entary reading. These readers were examined to find that maJl7 present 

supplementary readers are emphasizing literaj.ure to help develop 

the. ohildren·1s attitudes, interests and growth •. 

A careful examina1;ion ot· the findings of the study lead to the.: · 

following 

1. .. · 
that them to ·experience pleasure· and satit1faction.·in 
reading good literature without having face the problem 
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of MW and difficult Vocabulary •. 

2. The vooabitlary in first grade basio·reader.s is consistent 
so that supplementary reading material can be at 
the reading difficulty of first graders. 

3. a.re DUUll' books tor supplementary reading with 
the in the study• Tlipre· are booki1 
available to meet the individual. needs, interests and· reading·. 
level ot every child. 

The available lists· recommending books tor first graders usually 
cover a range of ages, as·,· 5 to 8 years or .4 to 7 years, 

accounting for the l1UU11 too difficult books included on 
the· lists. 

5. The results ot the study show .:that the writer is able, 
ot her. experience,: to· make casual of a·· boolc -t.o 
arrive at a list of books to be recommended tor first grade_: 
independent· •. 

6. Jhere is no ·substitute· for examiDing a book with the 
child in mind who will use it. NOr is there any substitute· 
for the· teacher's direct knowledge· ot the book, his de.light 
it and the- enthusiasm and way. he presents it to the child or· 
olas-•. 

RE00W4ENDA'l' IONS 

The study shows· that books appearing· on lists recommendinS, 

books tor first independent reading are actually too difficult 

tor these children. Since, .according to the study, the vooabul.flry in 

ti.rat grade readers is rather consistent from reader to reader, books 

chosen for first grade level should be from within the first grade 

reading vooabula·ry 

The print used in first grade readers varies from 24 ·point typ! 

to 18 point type so no smaller type than that should be included in 

the books chosen for their. independent readiiig •. 

level in a normal first grade would be from 

book level to grade three readability so books at all these-



levels should be included in the lists to challenge the individual 

reader and meet his needs without d:ltticul..ty in, readi..ng. 

The findings <!_t' this study may prove valuable to the first: grade 

teacher who recommends to be purchased for the school .. 

. tor the parent who is building a home library, for the young reader and 

f the school librarian who wishes to select books tor the school 
. . 

-
library at every grade level •. 

This author recommends that the criteria recommended in this study 

for selecting books for first grade reading . be used and the Spach& 

formula applied. to check tbs· readability level so good l:L terature 

type reading may be , for every child •. 

Another recommendation is tbat the list be revised yearly as many 

new arrivals should be evaluated so only the. best available books· will. 

be chosen to challenge, excite and help develop a leve for reacting in 

the first -· 

The author recommends that any untemiliar book to be considered tor 

recommendation first grade independent reading be tested first 

the Spaohe readability formula and· other criteria used in thi"s study •. 

The writer recommends the use ot experienced teachers in 

books for the first grade independent reading tor their respective 

building libraries. 

Finally, the author recommends that e.very elementary school have 

an adequate library with books at all readability levels so the 

can become familiar with be challenged to read, tlms strengthening 

them in the process of growing up. 
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VOOABULARY!O.QRRELATION.-=OF BASAL :l.st GRADE 
READERS wrrH:DOLOH·:BASIO SIGHT WORDS 

Houghton Scott: Allyn M:- Heath Gilm 
Dolch Mittlin· Foresman Bacon Bette &"r.0-b. Basic 
Basic. .. 

Wc>r4s 
: 

a ·· .. x X·. x 1. 

and x x x X· x 
away x. x x· x x 
alll X. x x: I x 
am X. Xe x: x x x 
are x x x x x X: 

at x x x: -x x. x 
ate x x. x: x 
aftt?r x X- x x x 
again x x, x. x x I' 

an x. x x 
•. 

any- x x .; 

ask x x X; x x 
as x x· x·. x x .. x 
big x x x x x· x. 
blue x X'. x. x x x 
be x· ·x x x x x: 
black x x: x. x x. x 
brown x x. x x 
but ·X x x x x x 
big x x x x x x 
by x x x x x 
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APPENDIX A ( C>ontinued) 

Hbu:gh1;on Scott Allin·&&:. Heath G1nn: 
Dolch. Mifflin. Foresmann. pacon Betts &:•:.Co. Basic 
Basic·. 
Words 

can X- x x x x. X: 

come x x. X:. x x x 
came x x x x x x: 
could x x x x x 
down x x x x x 
did x x x x x x 
do x x x x x. x 
eat x x x x x x 
f'ind x x x x: x x 
f x x x x x x 
f ;unny x: x x. x. 
tour x x x x x 
.. 

from X. x x x x x 
go x x X. x:. x x 

x. x x· x x x: 
x· x· x x· x 

give x x x x x % 

x x· x. x: x 
help x x x x x 
have X· x x x x 
he x x x: x. 
had x .. x x\ x J: ][". 

has ·x X. x x x x 
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APPENDIX. A (continued)) 

Houghton Sc.ott. Allpi Mi: Ginn 
Dolch Mitflin P'oresman Bacon Betts Basic 
Basio. 
Words 

his x x x x X. x 
him X:. x..: X: x x x. 
her x. x x x x x 

X. x X. x x x: 
in. x x x x x x 
is x x x x x: x. 
it x x. x x x l 

. into x x x x 
jump x 1 x x 
just x x X. x x x 
know x x x x x 
little x x: x x: x x 
look x x x- x x. 
like. x; X. x.- x·· x 
lot x:. x x. X: x x 
live x x x·. 

x x x x· x x 
i;ne, X. x x x x. x. 
rq x x x x x x·. 

x x: x .x x x 
may x x x. x· x 
not x x. x: x X. x;. 
new x. x x· x x 
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(continued) 

Scott- Heath Ginn-
Do_lch Mitt1in Foresman· Bacon Betts &f;.Oo •. Basic· 
Basic-. 
Words 

no x x x x x x 
now X. x x x x x 
ot x x: x x x 
old r x x x.: x 

JL X. x x x x 
once x:, x x x. 
open x x x. 
our x x. x x x x 
out x x .. x x X. 

over x x x x x 
one x· x x x x 
pla7 x x .. x-.· x x 
please x. x x x 
pretty x x x .. x 
put x x x X. x. 
ran x x x x x 
red x x x x x x 

'• 

ride, x x x x x x 

run x x x x x 
said x X. x x x x 
saw x x x x x x. 
say x x X. x x x 
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Houghton· Scott: Allp &h. ·lfeath G:bm 
Doloh Mifflin Foresman Bacon Betts·· &,?,.:;Clo •• Basic 
Basic J 

Words 

see x x x x x x. 
she x· x x x x x 
80 x\ X, X. x x 
some x x x x x x 
soon· x x. x x 
stop x x: x x x 
take x x X .. x 
thank x x x x x x 
the x x x x x x. 
that x. X·'. x x. x 
them x x x x 
then X: X. X. x x x 
there x x x x·· x 
they x x x x x x 
think X. x x 
this x x x x x x: 
three x x. x x x x. 
to x x x x x x 
too x x x x X'. x· 
two X. x. x x x x 
under x X. x x. x x 
up x x x X. x. x 
walk x x x· x· x-
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( contiDU8d) 

Heath Glim 
Dolch Mifflin·· Foresman. Bio on Betts &i:ao •. Basic 
Basic. 
Words 

want x .. x·. x x x: x 
was x x_ x x. x. x 
we X'.: X·" x .. x x x 
well:. x: X. 

went x x x. x x x. 

were x x x X. x x 
. what X . X· x x x-.. x 
when x x. X. x.: x 

where x x X·. X. x 

white X. x.· x x x 

who x x. x x x 
wi.11: X· x:. X .. x x 
with x-. x. Xi. x x x 

x x x: x x. x: 

X. x x· x .. x· 

x x. x: x: x: lt 
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.< 

DOLOR. BASio· SIGHT LIST 

· 

a ·down in· me said we. 
and f'ind is '111¥ see where 
a.war· fo-r- i't not. the 
big tunny jump one three you 

go little play to 
can· help look· red two 

. come I make.- run up 

P.r1aer.-
.-, .. . . . . . 
a:l_i do no she 
am eat now so went. 

·:. .... are on soonn what-. at-' get .. our that white;; 
ate good· out there. who 
b.e .. have pl.ease they will 

he pretty. this with 
brown into ran too yes 
but like ride under 
came must SaJ.V· 
did s_ay was.:. 

First 

&tter every old take: 
· · ·1n tly her once thank 

an trom just open them 
any· ·give know over then 
ask going let put thiillc 
as had live round walk 
by has may some were: 
could his of stop when: 
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VOOABULARY INCWBD . GRADE TEXT BYi 
. BOSTON:·: RIVERSIDE. PBESS .. 

1st Pre-Pri:iner.- .. ... Pre-Primer._ - -.... ' ..... 
tip .. good 
no be boz-
here- to can 
come give tha'fi,, 
Jiclc a JD1' -is your little! 
not·. dog her.: 
with are big-
me P&ve mother 
Jimet it. daddy 
tind this --do 
home tor see 
go· we too-
the milk show: 
ball ·dish-: 
will has 
you get: 
I may 
and bed. 
play kitten 

mitten 
:call 
sleep 

Primer.:. 

who ot_· red DioJc kite,: then· 
let talce boy new two 
look something rabbit Bill. they on 
head yes am ano;ther:- all them 
fwmy dot i'uil ask thamc atter 
now she hop '-1;.· gave:. saw. 
what mine hear girl. tl7 
gone make- was these.- string. soon· 
did be.4 want awq went trom 
us asked house about nm ·got 
water goat into come·. up had:· 

he know blrthdq looked 
how hUi out. his held put 
one· said eat help c.ould like-: 
does trick back but thos,:- as 
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FIRST GRADE (HOUGHTON:MIFFLIN .. 00.) 

Willie cold wanted fish TOmmy 
black .yellow wet night by 

:·tire· dark feet somebody: ran; 
co-1ng still sound jumped around 
so cried hard very 
hiccups calf laughed 1£'" stood 
Mr. zebra count:. stripe never 
three Mrs. ostrich stand when. 
happJ:· 1¢ngaroo set -day. because te.ar.s horse white· 
pig·. ice word 
ride five Toosejr first p-ee.n 
orange bet ore ca.p blue violet 
tou:r say again over thing. 
paint began ·our pencil herself· 
c·olor picture many. mon,y 
toy some maybe prize:, 
race win airplane peanut cho(»se. 
bag or rope cake er, am 
which Andy wait lntrry W'1gOD 
circus parade can't street ott: 
shoe behind far: alone. heard 
b·and elephant· man an riding:· 
called tell going.· clothes walk 
better. time don't why pail 
work. done use. clean strong: 
broom cap:· made stop e.ny:thing 
than much pullJ own wish 
would along walking Dot's more' 
other tomorrow farm. next wishing 
·gate think tN• seen wishes 

. long ever . guess wished must 
belong running kept.: looking· 
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VOOABULARt INCLUDED IN .. SOOTTr FORESMAN:· ·FIRSTI' GRADE 

!!.4. Pre-Prime1t.· 3rd 

look· work said 
oh can tor· 
Jane play want 
see: father.· here·· 
Dick we:· 
tunny help . one? 
Sally. little three· 
Putt: big a 
jUm}> is two 
r..un. go you 
Spot baby not 

boat it. 
T.!m the·. to 
up my me:. 
and . .- I ball 
go where:i 
down blue hQuse· 

make in, 
yellow away 
car.· cookies. 
red 
find 

Primen· 

f 8:1Jlily fun this guess yes 
who no what are too 
do will please she laughed 
pretty white eat flour he 
get went· at 
Grandmother Grandfather hello bow-wow· say 
pony horses on fast good 
saw hen eggs cluck ran 
nave chickens but barn· they 

did cat kittens dog 
pigs cows wanted mew with 
sat ate. pets home rabbit 
thank ducks good-bye quack toys 
happy out well must· DOW·' 

hoe all came. looked bump· 
animals int'o new talk soon 
that there so doll birthday 
likes ma-ma our friends Susan 
Jack boy girl children under 
am tail To.m was 
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FIRST: FORESMAN') 

lives maybe d8.7 Peter Ellen 
wagon iet put her. us 
walk umbrella spl·ash ate1 
time first going name. your. 
ta.ic, k110w be l'fanoy let's 
think milk oalled .frQm of:" 
room had jlullped .bumped-
yard teed night every dear, 
everywhere Jim Patt7 then street 
them pennies buy'-. packet lost 
walked last w91 man which 
Billi· found five· store hurry· 
thii1ga dinner morning· B1.tnny 
op,n surpr.ise fell helped thought 
jtlst·. another how Dick's took 
nuts gray squirrel · aey snow 
food party C.(lrn old busy 
after· back his once wenr. 
·has color paint painted swish 
very feet· next: him 
give. Bllly worked don't: Df.8:king· 
apples behind valentin• an nest. 
robins fly J.ane 's over glad 
again looking playing Sally's many· 
other or: nothing wind push 
taster bird can't poke outdoors 
as bang· stop green tree: 
reads sleep }?ook story be gall 
laugh slower when some could· 
wish'. ask coming . .stopped pushed 
Jil.l hill may round merry-go-round. 
asked along tine running puppy·. 
tat sleepy . Mrs. road. 
met brown peep wee. eating 
r.ooster Mr. galloping moo dark 
town sang woman· 
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VOOABULARY·: INCLUDED IN: ALLYN! Mo, BACON· FIRST GRADE TIX'!.: 

lat,-. 
... ' .•: - . • • :_ '"! ....... •t • :-: 
Bill Linda run Mother look 
come Ricky f'ast help work 
see·. here to Daddy at 
arid Bags Midnight me bonut. .. 
can 

!!!!!_ Pre-Prme:o· 

cookies up something blue.:: 
t)le go tor reef 

I beat nef!lr-'· 
down you rq·· 
with is yellow 
green: 

3rd 

ice cream said car a no't 
make in get. away lit-tle: 
want·. we: stop big bali 
there jump fish ride 
play,,. 

Primer 

school house· yes made tree; 
brown do good farm 

too egg. Cam& party 
will Miss they. went. ask 
are kitten. so bus: 

rabbit ble.clc paint may:-
like she dog on ·soott 
what 1.augh happy saw.· 18mb 

colds 
read store did ran 
day boy that: h8.d' 
ready was t·harlk :f'rienci. 
all: fun. new 1unc}1 barn: 
xr.. liked books $at cows 
nurse. show hello· put 
where have two calce into 
now be. one your horse 
pet am three then, game: 
hen no some today 
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ALLYm'&:- (contimed) 

!!1 Reader-: 

clolls orange ;yard drop catch 
Sue pemdes guess ate· coming· 
cat things never change be tore: 
has . .- her coats Jl18ft1' their.· 
them hungry stor7. open tr,-
milk name about·· sing around 
gave. how e.n fly if' . 
gone give .. began .next listen: 
heard morning:· table· after ZOO-
squirrel walk as cioor.· can·1t; 

men tell.l next thes& .. 
Nboy thought way emmal 
live: who clock firs.t 1-t. 
know· think tire '. swim bear 
food rain by us 
moneJ:> night. feet. P.ocke't. 
man dark: nothing_ tour hirthdaT.· 
street lig__ht bees t.rog le'tter· 
please fix··. hat prden. letei 
ot were·· flowers sun don't 
could hQney grandfather ground behind 
call from always 

. ·trailer wet-. when. dry place: 
town .. across would must picni.c 
Sl$8p every stay:. took VeJ.!7· 
take wish window spiders busy. 
warm gi-ad his eight him 
time bird baby under.· 
build again lost.· long shoes 
bU7 truck found over:· ea.ii 
peanut library· w_ei>s . more-: 
Mike oity muoh'i once met 
those back six· .road faster-
hear- any harry fair 
toy dress sit sound au.nti 
grass tomorrow, cut 

bring lfhY. 
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ntOLUDED IN.·;BE'l'TS BASIC. FIRST GBADE TEX'l? 

Jilrlmy 
aue 
Pepper. 
look. 

here 
·come 

and 
stop 

Pre-frimezr 

Pepper 
at/. 
out 
in. u 
iti, 

said 
can 
not 
you 
fun. 

Primerr 
. . ... 

this 
sur.prise 
Mr •. 
thank 
duck 

saw 
:tind 

hill 

monkey 
dici 
doll 
bad 
too 

see: 
u.p 
down 
me 
a 

havet..:-
vit.h 
jump 
to 
Mother 

Jack 
help 
may 
ran 
Mrs .• 
looked 

kitten 
they 
Freddie· 
are 
am 
things 
soon 
park 
birds 

go 
rides 

is 

tor 
toy 
my 
thee 
airplane 

want 
do 
what: 
something· 
will. 

story 
tell:. 
lmow 
white' 
eat 
good 
went 
hello 
gre'n 
shoes 
old· 
one 
but·. 
apples 
'lid 
came 
yellow. 

reel. 

train· 

big 

oh 
play . 

liket-
man 

letter 
darker 
morning:: 
two 
on 
around 
called 
away 
new 
happy 
three 
all 
school 
no 

Miss 
boys 

house-: 

then. 
into, 

val1,c 
under-
PSmlY.' 
candy 
ot: 
now.·,· 
has: 

prettTi 

be.st. 
balloons 
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BETTS (oontinued) 

l!l? Baade.rt· 

garden re.in how. catch 
coming be another could· oat: 
does were their fair: bat. 
live people. baby f a'ti: 
tar:· dog·, hold week about: 
his parade hens pumpkin. muri. 
blow Ulimals egg_s: sa1i 
t'iowers rabliit truck 
spring,· won· when. wheel 
work bUy." teed tas-t. leaves. 
Pat t-ha't. pigs as. tai:ey:: 
twins gave:-- fence let gold: 
party rolled climb high glass 
was danced other colors broken-
coat· .. them t'allJ. took· snow·· 
oft stand' barn right each 
first: ·wat·er:· spots 
bas_k-ets · horse:-' hay· children head 
our ... many some bl•ok grow.: 
brown her it\ town. 
door lot: sl$\. 
l>Et•r so Sonny wOm.en arms. 

just-·. cold shall. tee-f; 
paint would book· Halloweenn cookies 
nose stay very liands· 
b:lm ... next run . show clock 
ciroW.l . :'farm by wish 
long Dick fishing_ home 
clown name last: late, ·talk· 
J.be brook tiumyr 
night oars country· began 
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VOCABULARY moWDED IN PAUL WITTY FIRST GRADE TEXT:. 

l!.!!. Pre-Primer:· 

T"owser oh no away has school 
Ned go a tor big-
Nancy in little into 
play house -.Jee the cake=. 

Pre!""Primen, 

twine grow have party balloons five:-
are can candle blOj:ks totir dog· 
babies one not it wagon six 
but- bang is down to 
they old two three wait. 

3rd Pre-Pr:bnerc· 

where Nan · said Mather please cait· 
Skipper whistled be lost want· waited·. 

he we him will came 
Yc:>U looked must I look there ... 
called .. she find now road was 
David pr den honk on went cat: 
wutf barked white could. ran here 

·Pre-Primerr-

Moll)r out something: our Pete at. 
red - kit.tens Ginger· me with kitty· 
Father se up blue 

' ......... ' 

!!i- Primer:· ' 

did ke.ep milk were· Uncle: 
street patted around got m.y· Bilr 
wanted do then wha't squawk night 
home - .. Jean laughed drank who get: .. 

along · like after all room pack: 
jumped kitchen them that uncle·r am 
Toiiy eat··· 'tree going ·bed pajamatr.· 
wagged ate ya.rd over .sat''" sweater.· 
his Blinker her good-by cage overalis· 
tail .. hungry back·· ot. ha····. tie.: 

. good··. began take gave bad . s.ooks 
walked stay hello this help handkerchiefs 
shut too· thank way put lm.ow. 

cookies gone Suitcase coat:·· 
full· ha"t botr.;.wow pulled chewed tooth-brush 
tired ·joke sleep so ·-took. asked 
vb:s:le open how 
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PAUL WITTY (oonti!11.led) 

2nd Prmr 

rain above follow· Sally snow. 
window shining us beach cold 
tap airplanes. trom picnic 
Betty· air toad time blew 
Jobn clouds hop top. Saturday· 
Mitzi throUgh boats ocean quiet. 
wet as leaves wood dress· 
opened earth sail fire 
purr· blow food breadfasta 
puddles moon rainbow cooks 
stood stars gold shines 

near end sang'. by· 
birds lights story day· 
flew twinkled wind twinkle- :rolled 
f'ly· 3ust . waves green man 
sky let 'a. summer dreamed walk 
when sUfishine almost dream popcorn 
gray made children woke 
sun shadows Aunt frost 

.,. 
·• ..... 

s.· . tun box· tell seaweed lived 
looking without had stand 

other cow -:mouth front. head side-
horse salt SQmeone ears Blackie chicken 

different across rent kind 
automobile truck rented saw some 
another girl surprised name why say 
basket Jane baby asleep eyes 
siDiled laugh again swing everywhere country 
city ground high pushed stop 

fast faster tried stopped 
pet wish shall .heard noise sounds 
nt)eds crying very well cried 

steps catch laughlllg smart would 
trip f'loor yellow eeat hiding 

beside surprise rode hide coming 
84llDS· bump tires flat fix: let· 
19ng grass lunch ocean fixed· ins id& 
town lo\td swish swash walk 
sand water bathing suits seen 
cup smell hair ·feet. apples. 
sandwiches chocolate swim swimming played cry 
pan quack hand ewe.: saying· 
bread carriage ride quacking pulling together 
their everything 



VOOABUL!Rt. ·llfOWDED aA8IO FIRST T:tllT 

J:ll Pre•Primer 

'l'Om 
ride 
Betty 
fast: 

Pre-Primerr. 

work 
!lei-a 

- tor 
something 
said 

3rd Pre•PrimeZ-.· 

down 
not 
have 

Prim.en· 
•.• .!_ •• 

home 
at 

·now 
are 
paint 
re•dy 
like 
my 
color 
guess 
in 
box· 
white· 
good 
pets 
hat 
mew 
kitten 
will. 
plant 

Bwuly 
see 
Flip 
and 
Mother 

dinner 
I· 
is 
stop 
a 

up 
look 
blue 

run 
tree 
i"risky 
please 
do 
went 

. bee 
bow-wow 
away 
did 
cowboy 
it 
Mr •. 
truck 
zooiii 
birthday 
wa.gc;>n 
:f'un 
saw· .. 
mill 

come 
airplane 
the 

Father 
apple. 
get. 
toys can 

Pony t ·:: : :· 

go 
lte 
surprise 

. this 
Y,OU. 

f'u . l1113' 
big 
house 

she 
candles 
put: 
party 
seven 
Nan· 
Jack 
wher& 
has 

t11'icle 
·Fred 
store 
they 
laughed 
lmow 
black 
with 
train 
bread 

balls 
want·;_ 
red 
chairc 
helpp 

play 
what 
make 

farm 
on 
Aunt,. 
Mary 
your 
too 
children 
jµmped 
thB.llk 
barn 
me 
eat 
tUl'ke7 
take 
gobble 
but· 
ran 
called 

yes 

to 
green 
cake. 

Patsy 

looked 
ducks 
water 
cama· 

walk· 
quack 

boat: 
race: 
yellow· 
out 
or.· 
walked: 
dog 
who 
hen 
wheat 
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