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Golden Eagles Sign Lithuanian Swing
Man to National Letter of Intent
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CROOKSTON, Minn. - The University of Minnesota Crookston men's basketball program

announced the signing of Gabrys Sadaunykas (G/F, 6-4 190, Vilnius, Lithuania/St. Joseph H.S.

(Calif.) to a National Letter of Intent. Sadaunykas is the fifth signee for the 2016-17 recruiting

class for the Golden Eagles.

"I have spoken to different coaches in California about Gabrys and they all said the exact same

things about him," said Head Coach Dan Weisse. "He is a hard worker that just needs an

opportunity to play at the next level. Gabrys is a great scorer who was named the Offensive

Player of the Year in his high school league, but he also passes the ball very well and is an

intelligent player. He will fit right in with our current players and with what we are doing as a

program. I'm looking forward to having Gabrys as part of our program."

Sadaunykas joins previous signees Harrison Cleary (G, 6-1 165, Oak Creek, Wis./Oak Creek H.S.),

Chase Johnson (G-F, 6-7 200, La Crosse, Wis./La Crosse Logan H.S.), Josh Lanasa (F-C, 6-6 230,

Eden Prairie, Minn./Eden Prairie H.S.) and Benjamin Rounds (G-F, 6-6 175, McFarland,

Wis./McFarland H.S.).

Over the past two seasons, Coach Weisse and his staff have emphasized recruiting players

that fit their system. Sadaunykas is the first international player to sign with Coach Weisse's

staff in their time in the Maroon and Gold. 

Sadaunykas' connection to high school basketball in California gives the Golden Eagles two

players on their current roster with ties to The Golden State, joining A.J. Walton (R-So., G/F,

Oak Hills, Calif.). Sadaunykas originates from Lithuania, which has had a tradition of producing

strong basketball players. Lithuania has won three Olympic bronze medals, as well as a bronze

medal at the FIBA World Cup and seven medals at the FIBA EuroBasket Championship.

The five signees for this season join last year's class that now has a year under their belts of

playing in one of the nation's best NCAA Division II conferences. The NSIC produced the

National Champion this season in Augustana University.

The Golden Eagles return 11 players from last season's team, 10 of which were in their first

years playing with the Golden Eagles.

Gabrys Sadaunkyas/G-F/6-4 190/Vilnius, Lithuania/St. Joseph H.S. (Calif.)

Sadaunykas is originally from Vilnius, Lithuania, but he attended St. Joseph High School in

Santa Maria, Calif., for the last two years. As a senior, he led St. Joseph H.S. to a 31-4 record on

their way to a 2015-16 CIF Southern Section Division 5-AA Championship. He also helped lead

his team to the Pac 8 Conference Championship. Sadaunykas averaged 16.2 points, 7.5

rebounds, 3.5 assists and 2.1 steals per game as a senior. He was named Pac 8 League MVP

during his senior season, while also being named All-Area Offensive Player of the Year. As a

junior, he averaged 9.7 points, 4.5 rebounds and 3.6 assists per game. 

Sadaunykas shot 35 percent from beyond the arc and 77 percent from the charity stripe

during his senior season. He was also named All-CIF Southern Section and helped lead his

team to the Las Vegas Invitational Championship and White Mountain Holiday Classic

Championship, where he was named Tournament MVP both times.

He is the son of Gaudenis and Ina Sadaunykas. He was born Feb. 28, 1997. He was a member of

the honor roll in high school. He came to the U.S. to pursue a college basketball scholarship,

putting in a lot of hard work to help achieve his goal.

"I am very excited for the next step in Gabrys' academic and playing career," said St. Joseph

High School Head Coach Tom Mott. "There is no doubt that he's in a perfect place and will

succeed just like he always has both in the classroom and on the court. He's always been a

great teammate and leader and I'm excited to see his continue development under Coach

Weisse and his staff."

All signees are contingent upon admission to UMC and compliance with NCAA rules,

including certification by the NCAA Eligibility Center. Everyone released today has signed their

National Letter of Intent prior to release of information.
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#0 Harrison Cleary

G / 6' 1" / Freshman

#21 Chase Johnson

F / 6' 6" / Freshman

#30 Benjamin Rounds

G/F / 6' 6" / Freshman
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