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This M useUI1l, e;t·ahli"l!ed by :l bw (If the· legis1:1tur~ of IS72. is the State 

llu . .<eUUlof :"IIinne!'Ot:1.. It> nuclell5 is the collection of the Geolo!,'"ic:li :md Na­

tural History Sun-ey of the state, now in progress under the Bo:rd of Regents of 

the Unh-ersity_ It is contained in the ~fain l.' niversitv BuildiIll: at Minneapoli5, 

amI is open to ~tuden~~ ·and the gene~J public free of charge, throughout the year; 

unle5s closed for repairs or other lIeCe5;:J.lY work in the roon~s. The rooms a.e 

ple:1Sant :lnd commodious, well warmed and ventilated_ 

The 1:1\\- which established tIle :'Iuseum requires the Board of Regents to 

"c:m;;e proper specimens, ,;!;iIlfdly prer ared, secured :md bbeled. of all rech, 

soils, ores, coal", (os~il~, cements. buiidill; Hene;:, pb.nt~, \~-ood;, skins :md ~kde­

tOilS of animaL<, birds, inserts and f,;he;:, :md ether mineral, vegetable amI :lUiD1a1 

.substances awl organisllJs di;,.-overcd or ~"awined in the cow-se of ~id s.urv~5. tb. 
be pre~ed for public in;;pection. free of COH, in tIle l'ni'-ersity of ~1innesota. 

in rooms convenient of access, :l110 prope~ly w:!.:med, li;;hted. wntil:t:ed and fur­

nished, and in charge of a proper ;cientinc n :rator_" _ 

. The Museum thlls i~ ch:u-g"d "ilh a \-e~- co:nprehen~i\-e work, :md it is d6· 

tined to become one of the chief in:t~e5t, of the survey now being carri~ on. 

lf it gro~vs and is properly c::rd for, a." the st:lle J;Tow~, it will become the pride 

not onl)- of tlle t7ni\'er~ity, but of the ,,-hole ~t:lte, and \\;I! deligllt and instruct 

the hundreds of stUllents who resort there for in~trudion. :lnd the citizens of the 

state :lnd other; who ma)' 'l~ire to vi, it it_ 
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'1'11\: I~I '<!cnl,; .. r the L"1;i\'a-ily I,a ..... excrci :.(:·1 t!,t:ir .Ii,-cr~ti"n. ;:cnt:rou~I'y 

:iidctl in ~"I\lC instances hy dtiztlls of ~linllO~:lI' , )li ", ill ,"akin;: \,lIrch:1.~s for the 

MU!'eum. alltl h:l\'c rccti\'ctl :I grt:at many oj'/llations of vaillaMc ~Jl(:cimt1H from 

i,,<.Ih'icluak It i,; horcd th:1l ciril.cn- r;f !I: ... ~tatc will rt:IlIt:lnhcr that it h mach 

bcttcr to prc~ef\'<! the I/ro.lud s "f tl ,c ; tate, or a fair rcprcsl!ntation of them, in 

our own MUliellm, than t'l !'en-.! thcm off to castcrn and furei:;n in;.tituti<lns where 

their identity ofr.:n i,; lust, hy Ldng ah;,c,rloeu in thc \':1.'t collecti'"Jns into "hich 

tlley cllt!'r, and their usefulne,o;;, for Prlrl")<es of illustr;.tion ~Dll a. re;:re!;cntalh'/:S 

of Minnesota, is destroyed. Some of the hestspcciOlCOS in Ca.5tcrn mu..cc:um.~ ~'eTe 

,<lerh'ed fro~l th~ st~te of ~tinnesota, which is abundantly able to stock one of the 

, fine~t )fn5eums in tl!e North\\'cst. The Re;:ents of the "Unh'c:mtv are eeteT' -, 
mined that no reasonable effort shall be ",antin!:, nor opportunity nc;lected for 

. . 

makin; the :'lusenm in their !;barge a complete e"ponent of the state in aU the 

departments of science and ecClnomical industry covered hy the law cre3ii~g it. 

The Museum al.ready ·contains a fine collection of mineral~, ~ample;; of rock 

'and huilding ~tones from rliff<'re~t parl~ of- the state, a good colln:ti<.n of fo>Sils -

of tIle Trenton Formation, a collection of mils from different portions of the state, 

n llumber of stuIT.:d mammal" a H:t 01 \Vard's caEtl' of fossil,;, a collection of 

marine and fresh water in\'e~tebrat~, ~e\'eraI "keletoDs of bird~, over a hunrlreiI - . 
bird ~l;in~, nall\'e ,to the state. ~\'eraI hundred ~pc:Cies (If llillnescta p~:!!lt~. aDd a 

\'ariet)' of mi ;;c.:l1ancou;; ohjects of intere~t and curiosity. The;;e, ho,,'e,'er, (OD­

~tilllte but a beginning of what is to he done. !\fost of the;e c,'en, are not ~'et 

. on exhihit ion, 

The collection;; are con, I:1Otly increasing, by donation, exch:mge and purchase, 

a;; ~\'ell as by the geol",::i7al 5un'ey of the ~tate _ Tt is hoped that all will take 

sufficient interest in tIle l'nh-er3itr, and the great work it is accomp!i5hing, to 

contrihate to rhe ?-1U 5':U :1I wkte\'cr and wh.:ne\'er any opportunity oco:urs. 

Expense of tran,;portathm will be paill loy the l :nh'ersity. 

Corre5pon:lence "houl:! lie aJdressed to the curator, 

N. · H. WIXCHELL. ' 
THE l ' :-;I\'E I' SIT\' OF Mp;:-;E, (ITA, I 
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