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Educational Policy Committee

September 27, 2006 (Meeting #2)

Present: Katie Best, Ashley Brown, Mary Caprioli, Robert Carlson, Lissa Crombie, Richard
Davis, Steve Hedman, John Hiller, Jill Jenson, Vince Magnuson, Robert McFarland, Mary Jean
Menzel, Elizabeth Nelson, Rudy Perrault, Arlen Severson, Terrie Shannon

Excused: Judy Bromen, Bill Fleischman, Mary Ann Marchel

Guest: Bill Payne

The minutes of the 9-13-06 meeting were approved.

Report from the Chair

Richard Davis gave an update on a few unfinished items from our last meeting. As suggested at
our last meeting, an annual report of SSP1000 will be provided for EPC review. The prep
requirement of 3 years of social science instead of two is a system standard. The change will go
into effect Fall 07 and will bring UMD into compliance with the rest of the University of
Minnesota system and MnSCU institutions. This change will affect very few students as over
95% of admitted students already have fulfilled this requirement.

Lib ed report

Bill Payne presented the recommendations of the Liberal Education subcommittee regarding the
future of UMD'’s liberal education program. The committee was not in agreement on all
recommendations. Suggestions included both reducing and expanding the number of lib ed
offerings. Semester conversion brought about a change to the 10 category model in order to
better mesh with the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum (MTC). Although important, the MTC
should not be the defining force of our model. An analysis of Lib Ed programs at our peer
institutions was conducted and there is great variation in the types of lib ed programs offered.
The committee was in agreement that UMD needs to more effectively convey the mission of a
liberal education to both students and faculty and to better integrate this into advisement,
curriculum, mission, etc. Liberal education is also an ideal way to deliver the message of civic
engagement. As our accreditation visit from the Higher Learning Commission draws nearer (fall
07) it is incumbent upon this group to demonstrate that we have reviewed the assessments and
recommendations that have been made and make changes based on those findings. The vast
majority of students have indicated they are not satisfied with our current program and do not
view it as worthwhile. A review of the mission and goals of liberal education on this campus is
an important next step in the process.

The lib ed subcommittee has an existing charge to review and assess courses for liberal
education credit. Therefore, the committee recommended a special task force be developed to
grapple with the issue of revising UMD’s lib ed program. The lib ed subcommittee was thanked
for their efforts. This will be a topic of ongoing discussion.

International education subcommittee report 05-06



A detailed report of the work of the International Education subcommittee for 05-06 was
presented for information. The committee was thanked for their fine work. The reporting line for
International Education office has recently changed from CLA to Academic Administration.

Subcommittee charges

The charges and membership for the various EPC subcommittees have not been reviewed in a
number of years. Some subcommittees have had difficulty getting consistent attendance and
the question was raised recently if charges and membership should be altered. The UMD
Constitution charges EPC with making recommendations regarding educational goals and
priorities for the campus and developing policies concerning all educational programs. Some
programs, such as Civic Engagement or the Access Center, have no clear tie-in with existing
subcommittees. It was suggested that a small task force be charged with reviewing the existing
subcommittee charges and membership. This item will be revisited at our next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.



