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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT.

--
In ACcordanee with the provisions of the Aet entitled II An Act provid.

ing for the government a d r"il;uJation of the Uniyerllity of Minnesota,"

the B')ard of Regents of the Stf4te University submit to tho LOCiallatur.
their

FIRST ANNl'AL REI'Oln

The Senate durin/(' the last Sassi,'n continned 'he (i,Jl'.winC gentlemen,
appnintetl by the Govern'J!', a .. }{..gent~ 01 the UoIlY"r"ity ;

gim'''n Smith, (.f ~'iJlllloN C unty, term 01' juur years,
John M. Berry, of Hice Ununty,

E. 0 Hamlill, of Benton Coullty " "

Urillh 'l'uomlls. 01 Hen nepin County," two
W. }! Kimhall " ""

Si!llcllll i':lllllth E q, hllving 10rwl,f1ed his re~ign~tion, IIller the otlj,)urn­
ment of thll Lt'6i,/ature, I hll vacancy WH.- ,till",) h, the appoilltm"llt o(
Jared Genson, of An"k:l connty, sllf0"ct til the cllnonllatiJn ofth.) S..rlate.

Purilllllnt to the equirernllnt of th,) t,Git't "11th section or til!' U"iverd'y
Act, the Chancellor nf the Hegent.s "f the St.,re Ullive'si1y rnet at th" om e

of Puhlic In,tr"crion, in the Oapitol. on thtl fifth 01 la.' April, who orK;auized
by the eleclivfl of the f,)lIowlng officers;

Gov. AJexllnder Ram~ey, Presidl'nt.

U, hh Thoma_, of Minneapoli•. Se"rdltTy,

W. M K. llb~lI, of Sr. Anthony, T"t'asllrer.
Eo,waru D. NeIll, of St. Paul, Ononeenor.

'l'hp attcI,tion of .h" H"I!:' lIS .i"c(· Iheir oT/?'l/Iizatjnn, hlA rhidtv hl'l'o
OcCupied in inv"~"!l'.tilllC ,he Cl1111jjtioll 'II ti,l' Te ..)j'ol'illI Univ. r.-ity. which
by thp Oonstltution ..f th .. 8"lIe, I..., o",es the :",1., Univ. r"j'y.

Tb,· fil'-t lIle:lIj"n of n UllIVt',·"it.v ilC,~IH" in a IlIe'S"gt' ,,f Gorl'rn,.r ra u­
Ie,!' to the st'colld Lt'gb.utlve ASt;em',ly of the T"rritul'! of Milll,tlsota, in
th" year IS.H..

After ref"rring 10 the School Lands the 1l1(.'K~Dge arlds, "As the t'll
l
lowo

me'nt of a UnivH"ity willal"o Ilttturlllly in Ihis c '1I11tlCI/I)n all TlICt yonr at.

tel.tion, it might be pl'oper furtber tv mcmorill.'b:~ Cuugrcs8 for a g' ..n. uf2 .
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one hundred thousand acres of land applicable and available at 8 future
day, for tbis most desirable object."

Tbe COlDmittee on Schools of the House of Representatives, through
their Chairman, the Hon. J. W. North, on Feb. 3d 1851, made a report,
in which they say:

.. The Committee would thereforerilC()1tlIn~nd fhe:paAsilge of an Aet (a
Bill for which ls"lierewith sublliitted) to incorporate the Uuiversity of Min
nesota. Though such an institution should not come to maturity in many
years, it may 1l0W receive an endowment in lands thllt will IDcrease in
value with the growth of the eOtlntr)', and when wantl"d will be amply
sufficient to erect and furnisu an institution commensurate with our wants.
* * * ThE; CommIttee there!ore re~peclful1y co.ncur in the, re­
commendation of the Governl'r, that "ongress be tnelllorialized for a grant
of, lands for the endowment of such a Univ, rsity." .

Shorlly after tdi~ report an Act establishing the UniTer~ity was pas~ed,

and contlnue·l in force until its repeal by tbe last Legi.lat ure.
In accordance with the suggestion the Legi.14lure mt'morialized Con·

gress for one hundred thousand acre~ of land .. for the I'ndowllltmt ot.a
Univer.ity which fhall be the fJroperty 01' the Territor.y, to be ;gevel'lled
and taught in such manner and by such ()~cers a~ the Lcgislalh'e assem­
bly of the Territory may direct and appoint,",

Si{U'lltan~ouswith the passage of the Memorial ~y the Lel!i~lativ:e As·
sembly, Congress on February 19th, 1851, passed an Act similar to those
for the benefit of Micl.igan and Wisconsin, reHuv'ng ~crtllin '.lTd" f,lr the
uses of a Tl'rritori;ll University. The languagIJ i~, "That the Sl'cl'l'bry of
the Interior he and he is hereby authorized pnd directed to set apart lind·
reServe from sale out "f th~ p~blic lands, wi;hin the Territo-r)' of: MinTleao­
ta, to which the I ndian title has been or may be fxtingui~hed, lliJilnot
otherwise appropriated, a quantity of land not exceeding two entire town"
ships for the use'arrd support of a UniTersity in said ,TeJritory, and for no
other lIse and pur!Jose whatever, to be Illcated in leg~1 subdivisions.of not
lest thau one entire section."

The p' ojecters of the University, as the pass'!ges cited from the Legis.
lative journals show, had no intention of jorcing a lJ,nive,rsity into nJUtenee
before tbere were students to profit by its instructions, and a legitimate in­
come secured from a grant of bnds or in some other wily.

In order that there might be no undue baste and waste of funds, there
were placed in t!.leaet creating the Territorilll University the' same gUards,
in tlie same language, as those found in thi Constitution of' Wisc{,nsin,
Tiz: 'I The proceeds of all lands that may hereafter be granted' by th.e
United Statesto, the Territory for the support of .Univer!;i!y,shalfbe and
remain a pe1J;etulll fund, to be called the.' Univer8ity FUbd," the Intere,"
of which shall be approp~iatedtothe support ofaUniversi'ty." '

\
1,
I.

I
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'tb~ firl't mceUni,(',of th!l ;rertiMial Re~eritll waslheld at St. Anthony
on ,the ativt'nth "r· June, 1851,&111(1 libetaioffers for a TJniverNity site
were madeb'y'several persollS, ,At 'tbis'meetlng n'l) decisiopo'n the ~ub­

ject w1i~ attltJiwd, bIn the Secreta~j w~s'jin~tructed' to 'prejmel/o notice to

the land h::lders in the "icillity, and an adjournment unt,il the 14th lOst
took p1lice.. ,. ,

In accordance with resoJu'tion, therejV8s published t~e following

" NOTICE,

Land holder, in the'vi~inity 01 Elr. ,A~thonyFal1~ are'.re~pe,ctfully request­
ed to make' offers of I~n,d to t e.B,'ard of Regents fOJ'the purpose of a sIte
for the l,oca,r'iun 'of the Uniyen.ity o(Minnesota.

Prop'ositions in"wrifinF; will be received ul,/il the moroing of the 14th
inst:,lidol'ressed to the Secretary.

By unler of the Board of Regent~,

. I. ATW ~TER, Secretary."
ALthe',uljournedmeeting several prrpositious from land owners were re-

ceived. "AiilOng oth.,l's ,
W...... Chee~~r,olfered' J2~ ~cr~s,
J. Mc\fpine, '" 20 "
Farnharl) and others" 16 "
The B"ard viIIwed the dllferen t localities, and after a careful ~ur"ey

and con",l,Iltativn, Wm. fl.- Ma.rshall, Esq... moved that the olier 0

ground made by Franklin Steele, b~ing that part of the green set apart for
publip PUf'pOS~S, ,together ""ith six lots in the rear, be selected as the site
for the locatioDof the University of Minnesota," The motion appears to
have been un~Jlinlously adopted, and 'it \\'as then resolved to erect a building
for a Pr~parll-tory Department, ,with the understandiug that the whole
cost sRlIug be detrayeq,.by plhate subscription. The locatinn appears to
EaV(' gil'en'satisf,\cti()Il,and the Editor of the "St. Anthony ElI:prcss," also
Secretary of the Boarq, concludes an editorial, commending tbe ,jtuatilln,
in this languagt> •. To the gt>nerosity 01 Franklin Steele are the citizens of
the 'l'cml<lry indebted,. more than to any other man, lor this most splendid
location,'!

The'cit zens of Minnesota, with lull confidence in the Board of Regents
contrihuted !mfIieil'nt tll erect tbe edifice for the Preparatory ~chool, and
thete 'has 'bee'n no little astoni-hment since it has been known that the

property has bel'n ernploYI·d for another p'lr.)ose, that the Regents saould
have neglecled to obtain II d"ed for the prllperty.

In tlle'tuinures of the meeting of the Bo~rd held October 29th 1852, the
following stale/ncnt occur.i--

.. An Ihqni~Y having been m'1de by ~rr. Rice in regard to the, title orthe
gronnd selected as a site for tho University, it was stated that no deed
lor the same had ever been given."

l



A resolution was introtluced by Mr. S'elel1~ lill follows:
Rt~"lVtll, That a Committee of fi -'e he app()ioted to inTelltlgtfe tile' title

of the ground lIelccted a~ a site f,r the Uni versity, and IhAt the said Oom­
mittee ha". power to ..:ramine loration~ for the purpose of se\ectinll: a more:
eligible site, and to trf'at for the SRme lind rt'port to lhe BO&Fd 01 at-gents'
at their nt'xt ru.etin~."

The Rl·genu dIvided the resolution, and conaidering that the title noed"
.d no investii!"lion, nt'j!lltived {hilt point by the following vole:·

AffiOllltive-Me~8r8. Rice and StevenR.
~t'g_tivf'- " R'm<e~·. ~ibley, MI't'kt'r and Atwater;.
The tal er part of the re8olution WR~ also d"cided in the Plt'gl\ti:v&.
It WII< then mOl'ed by Mr. Sibll'y, Ihd a C"lIIlT1ittta'of three bl!'a'p~'

p"iOh-d hy the Ohllir, to inquirt' int:. the prop,i,-ty of a chllnge (If Ihe lo<,a­

ti,," of " site of tbe Uniftlflj'ty aud to report at the next meeting i wbich.
W_8 (·arried.

At It Illt'l·ting hel.1 J",nlll\ry 2it1, l<;~l. Mr Steel.. prop()<ed to giTI'.fire·
QCU3 i,. TIlt//i, (hQ~t, to he s.ul.,c'ed hI'. l'orn:nitll't'. "nd er"ct (I.n.o/her'

b'JiUirlfl ol ~q''',l Mine with th It now (I"ed by th.. Prefl.rat..n· J)'·parllllcll*,.
or pllj (Iv. B.",,,d the co.t of tllp. ."W\ :, bnt 0'1 March 3d, 18S4, it "'a",

Rt.<itv<d, T:lat th" pro;! ,·ty ')\v,,,,t hj MH~r'•. G·"rll;e .ud I'''yl"r, n"ar'
St. Auth..ny. he plllch,.,,' Ii,r 'he l\ih' of ttle Ulliver.ity, If lLell&wec&ru
be had at a cu_t I:ot "x(·~I·dHll( $5.,,0:).

Mr. I'teele WI\!< appoirlll' I to n'~g,,!iute f"r the Ilame.

At a meeting un October 24th, l·r I loll ",amll year, the following ICt.iml
wall had.

Mr. S'eele made a .t&tem~mt t. in r(Oll'~rd to the ~tt'p' tilleI'll 10 oM.iill a

title to the Taylor anti Gc',rj!l' pr')l'erty, a~ a !!it" for thl' Uni"l'''';ty.''
The term!! of thl' purcba"e. as Iina\l.v lll!;ret'd UPO', hy Mr. Staple, w..re as
foll"~!I: Ollt' th"u!lllCld dollH~ in ..3.10 to J L. Tltyl"r-olle IhllulI.nd
-d.,lIa l'l in l<ix m mth"" an, I ..n" \h')I"~I,,1 d"'"lr" in t"elve rn'JIlth~ a't..r the
date flf tbe deed. Tht' p'Yl1le"t~ to Mr. Ge. orge W'I-Tt' to bl' on,' thou...nd
d..lIars in ~ix 1Il0nth_. one tholl"and dullafll ill hnl.,e m..nths, and onll
tbOUlll\Dd do)\I~rs i,l eigh'I!"n OJ·.lIlh. fr"m uate or the d~ed.

The terms were ae('~pted hy the Bo,\' d and on million ir w"s
Res/JlcrJ, That tbe Pre-aident and Secretary "I' Ihe Bond be anthorisetl

"to aX.,I·ute and "ign tl.e nel'p.s~ary morfg"gep uncI noles "fh"~d to P8U! R.
George aud Joshua L. Tllylor, 1105 secnrity IIud evid"nc!# of ,ndebtedness
on tbtl Pllft of the R"gentll for the purl-hue of re.\ eilta~ made b}' tbem.

M('SlrlI. raylor and George being preil-nl, ex. cn,e~ a warranty deed of
their propel I)' to tie Board of Reg,nt", which 1I'M acknllw!,·dged and
recolded. Noles "ntl m"rtgages were then excl'llted by tht' Pre.ident and
Secretary of tLe Hoard \0 ~ecure tne pllym 'nt ..I the purchue money.

In this ItaoMaeti"n cornmellces the nnivel'~iry embarrassmelJt-a tranl•

• clion wholly unnece8~ary, illegal, and c..r~lellS.
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UlfSBCESURY, betlittAe the ttnivefAky hila ,&life iiil,t II huildinl(' ample
for twenty years; aDd. if tl1('y hilI! Dllt. Unllelll'~~ary, hecRu~e. hy 0 proper

effort. a site jus~ as eli/otible, could ha,va betln nhlained without co~t.

ILLEGAL, hecause the ~ec"nd ~eetl"n (If th..ir ehllller was a~ f..lIo\"8:

"The procl'('d. of all ,lands that rna)' herf'alter be l?I'ant('(1 hy the Ullited

States to the Territ,ory, for the 'sullport of II Ulliver.it" Mhall be lind

relll~in a pprpetulIl [und, t" be ellli'd • the Ollivl'r-ilY Fuml,' I he intrre,t
ofwhi,.h shull be apprOl'ri,.tCf.l to the ,',upon,., ..f M UlIiVir"ity j" lInel ~ec"

tlon Ihirtl·t'nth dt'e1Br...~, tlw.t .. thO' R'-g't'llt" m.y prOCl'l'd to tbe erecti.Jfi
of Ulliver~lty build nilS liS )'loon II.' fUll/.. are pj'()/'i,I,d."

But thp traoslIeljofl rt,ferr"d to ,'xhi hit ... til.· R"g('nlll pnrrhllsing II site

whl'n thert' "'II. no fun d wit·, w, ieh P 'flllt'llt ('lIul.) he '1IIlId... ; lind II'SO

excPt'dlllg til<' powerll () ,,,f""'el Oil the," hy ,ht' Act ,·f r"c"'pol'lltiun, in.
executing Illlte~ TO ~ali. ~v "'It' i,,<lehledlll'~~ tht'y t,',d <,re.II'tI.

The CAREI.E-S\'ES." fir ,h~ Reg!'''''' ig seen. hy ~ ref, r.'nCI' tu II e minnles:
of Jul., 7 t h, 18",6: .. T h.. (,Ollllllitl.·,·, tl .....II~h 1-1. B, M.·,'hr, m"tI., ) rPflurt

in rl'lpl'I'"ce lu tl.e tid ,. 1(' t'" l:niv.r-i ' )' sill'. 8nu Tt'p"t'ted th~t the dl-8d
frorll Ml's-r~. Taylor III HI (le"rl!e ('O'Vo'red "nly sOllie sl'Venteen acrt's uf

land il!Htead of t>l'ent)' five !I('r,,~, tbe ljllunli'y of IlInd that Ml'ssrs. Ta) lor
and neorg.. propo~pd I 0 the Oll,v.'rs ty."

Thert· h.d lllwllyR b ,'en Ii numbtll' ill the Bqarrll'l'bo fe!t that sl .. ps were

bein~ t.k'·!J th~t wer t' prern.' nit !lll.l un,,·i8t'. As yet IIot a c"mmittee

h.d he!:'IJ Apr"inled I.'J ,rl'p II't n pl>ln 01 orgalliZ'llioll alit! course ,.I' IlIslrue"
lion, anti .ti I thl"re. liS a dispo:-itlllll to hurry up a costly pile of stone

'Bnd "'"rlar, as iI thlt idea ot II UlIlversity \\US c'JlIJl'ri'ed ill II building or
ibuil.l,ml!'8.

0" l"eh. 13th, 11356, Mr. Von VOI'hes, Sr., reprNwntinll the more

reOllst'rvat ive elUlllel~t 01 tOt, Buard, offered the folio ~ iog IJr,'amlJb and
:r""olutlon :

Wlte'f'a~, II is imp orlllllt thllt the R., gents or the Ullivpr"lty of Minne~ota
IholJld have Ibe be" elil . f the' xp.'ri"I,l·e ,·f "llIIilar in-tiluli '<1", '!terl'fllre,

Rt.olvnl, TIJII' E, IWIII'" D. Nt·ill be l 'ppo'nll',j a CoulI"is,i"o.'r t" visit
~h" Ullivl'rs'til'_ of ti ',e Sble ..f W'.cuns'II, Midllgnn, Ohio, allrl Virginia,

,,'lUl.1 uillain illliJl'mltti '"n in relation to the Slt'flS taken I" or,'Rnize Itlt'ir
,in,;titu!llIn" , 1heir Ill' .de 0 mailllglll>! the til "Ine,'s j ti,e di"p,,>itlllil ur lallds
·donated by Co"gre" i the local It'gisJ,.tion iI.' reg~r I ,h"l'.. t" j the lIll".ber
,of rJetJa' tlllelits j I he ~ al3ry of the IH,,,t.'ssorsj the sy"teJll ,of III.trucl iou ;
the 'plam Il"d I xlJPnse ..r ..dificeR; ~nd that he r!:'p0l't the I'esulrs of his

,inquiriw;,on or befol'c the first of Jul\' next, '

M". Slevens movl"d, as an ameud~ent, that L'te name of .\Jr. Neill be
'stricken out, lind lha t of Mr. Rihl'ldalfi'r substil Ul. ~d.

Mr.'Van ,VQrhes t h( on withdrew tne reSOlution, foo" reasons whieb do not
,:aPPf~.

Here endttd:'I111 • ,ttl ~mpts to become acquainted \\ 'ith the policy and
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'*tperiellee of other Stites, and the same 1lI0nth Ahact wall pllSlled by itIe,
'Lejri8Iature, 'authorizing the Regent8 to issue bonlis to: an amouritnot
exceeciing fifteen th0I1118nd dollars-flu th"."alld d()llar,'to be applied 'in
liqoidation of 8 d\.bt incurreci in the purchalle of 8 site for the Univ~r~ity,

and ten. tMlI.an.d dollar., to be expended under direction 'of the Board of
Re~nts, in erecting suitable bui'dill~s for the 881B1'. To secure the pay- •
me':t of the bonds they were empowered to mortgage any lands they might "
hereafter obtain. It was further provided that all slims received from ihe
rale of the bonds should btiused for IlO otMr purpose tban the payrnerit
fur a site, and constructing a suitable bUildiogor buildings. .

The object of the Legislature was plain, that the sum of" ten thoullmd
doU"r. lIhould be expeDded in erecting snitable buildIngs. The Regents
had no power given to c'mtract fer the erection of any building thllt would
cost more, yet, in the faee of a~tatllte 80 explicit, on motioo ofA. M
Fridley. ~econded by B. B. Meeker. it was, on August 26th, 18f>6,

R~solved, ,. Tnat the Builrlmg Committee be iD~trllCted to aceept the bid ,',
of M,·ssrs. Alden & Field, and contract with them lor the erection of the
exten<ion, and one wing, at th~ price for which tbey bave bid, viz:
$49,noO."

Tht> yells lind nays were called for:
YKAK.-Fridlt>y. Meeker, S'evens antl "tw~ter.

NAn,-Ramse\', Siblev, Nelson and Black.
There heing II tie. Mr. STEELIlJ!!&Ve the casting vote.'
From that hour every stl'P haR been a plun!!'8 in the dirk With no

pll'llRUre we rl'cI>rd the fact that tbeaffairs of the Institution have been
conducted in uttl'r oisregard f all p: udl'ntial maxims, hut it spem!! due to

th·' Bondholders, tbe Legu1atm·e. and the Friends oj E,/UflIttion, that an
impartilll alatement should be m"dl', of eDe"ythingwhich w,1I illustrate tbe
p',s. history and the prellent d,fficulties which environ and ..verwhellll the
Territorilll Uni"er"ity. We have. ther'afore, freely uselllll! the dOCUJl1eilts
ano record~ to which we have had access.

The utJer disregud ..f charter re_trictions. properly clIused cQm~ent.

and dissatisfaction ill the C'lo8tituti"oal Convention of 1857. and in the de·
bate relative to the Territorial University. by !I proviso of the Constitu­
tiOD, heing made the State University, the following remllrks were

elicited:
" i\lr EMMETT, I do not like the pbralleology of SectJon 4. It seems

to me there is an attempt to cOver up 8omethinj!;. I know thIS, however,
to .be a fact. there has been a grf'.•tdeal of difficulty about the Univer~ity,

and .bout the fUDds which havti been. raisedJor it. sup~rt, and the man·

ner o~'raislng them. * * * • * * *' • '"
.. Mr. SrHLEY. I am opposed to the amend'neDt, DOt that Tcare a great

deal what 18 dODe with the whole Article, since it has beeD put in,its



~~~t S,hape, bllt theg,entleman '..'lellllled"by.bi/J.,remarks,- to have rather
"nil.l~~4VC\~ted llplln .t~e mlljDer i~ "bill!J .tl!~!UDiverlji,tyill, cond\loted.
All 1 b~flP~n tv ~e a Boegent of that UllivllrBity, I have,somethiug to Blly,in
rQply.
, . ,', Mr. EMMITT. The gentlemaa will allo" me to disclaim any rt'tleetion
upon b,ilJ!. I Sl\i<~ tber~ iulvebeen difficultiell·cOIIDecte!l with·thl\l Jnsti·u­
tioD. I do rIOt kQOw whllther they ba.vearilleD from mismanagement 01\

otherwise.
" A1r. SIeL/lT. I do Dot know t.hat there bave ever been any very se­

rio~edifijcultie8. The gelltlemao ~bould not m.ake sllch IlwE'epillll' allIer­
tiolls wi~b<?u~ specifying to wbat he refers, It is true there have ·been a
nrit'ty 01 opillions liS to wbether tl!~ Univer8 ty Oll~ht to be loeaW here,
therp, or iD Sl'me other place,. but I kl,OW of no important difficulty which
has alisen.

II Mr. EMlIIItTT. J d9 not know tbat J can ppecify preci~ly the nature
of the diflicully to ~b,iph I referred. I have bll\'n conmllt-d as, a Jawyer
upon, a subjq:t wh,c~, I think, has leference to the ral>ing 01 some fund
by an Act of the Legislature.

II Mr. SIBLE;Y. The Legislature plI,ssed an Act authorizing the Uni"er­
sily tq is.sue bonds, lind probably the gel.t1eman Wllll &ljked his professional
opinIon as to wbethe~ tbese!bnntls could be legally isaued. However, if
the gentleman meant no:hiogby his rel\eelion~, as far as I am concerned,
I hllve nothing more to say.

II .\11. EMMETT. I meant nothing of the 80rt.

>I< >I< >I< * * * * *.
" Mr. EMMf:TT. This UniversilY hM heen located by lin Act· of th'e

Leg'l'llll ure. It it haR .been pr<lp~rly 1, 'cated, th~re is nn necpsgif\'of af­
firmiug it here. If it has bt'ee impropl'rly located. "f cnurse; we'ought not
to affirm it. The location, ha~ been ID consequence of authority by law,
and I do not Ilee why we should bave anything to do wil h it. Ifyou lo,k
a little lurther on in the Sectinn, you willilee that its phraoeolOgy. "hicb,
on its face, seems til be ink-nded to secure the imruunit,es, franchises and
endowments, which it has already received, has really the effflet of se'­
cl1rillg,a]so to it all other donations for University purposes, which may
hereafter be made by Congress to the State. Now, Sir, the gentleman has
disclaimt·d sU intention of covering up anything, ..ndof course, I take his
word for it, but I tell you, Sir, there is a nigger under the fence in sume
pIece. (Laughter.)

,. The CHAlRIlAN. The gentleman is out of order iD saying there is a
nigger in the Convllntion. (Great laugbter.)

"Mr. EMMETT. The effect of this Section, is gimpty to lay at the feet 0

that University every donation that mayhereaf~erbe .mad.e f<:)F University
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ptlrpo~es, Now, sir, I repeat t11l\t if this Instih IUon hos been located by
authority of law, as they claim, there is nil nr cassity under Heaven, for
putting an\, provisi,m in the Con.tltul.ion to alii I'm it, It se..m~ to me the

whole provisiuns in this Section arJ wrong, l\ud I hope the Section will be

stricken out.
•, Mr. SIDLllY. 'l'he gentlem\n 'Aeems to be l1isposed to put the Uni­

ver.ity of Minne80'B, on trial before thi~ t).JnVllntioll. Now, sir, I am per­
fectly willing it shoubl be tried here. I Illlve u. p lrticula.r inlerest in the
ma't"r, as fllr as [ um pl'rs mlllly ('oncernt'd, but &s a cilizen of Minnesuta,
I have some pride in haying a Slate I nfltitutlOn which will TI'11ect CT"dit
upon the State, The gentleman speaks, in his e',oquent phraseology, of a

nigger und"r tbe wootl pile. I don't kn'lW what tilt' genJeman means by
the a·serliun I think, as the LJiJair su,![~ested, tbat he was out of order.
Now, s'r, [ think the Univer,ity of the ::it.lte of lli"n'.l_ota, ~hould be 1,1'0'

vided 1'.'1' in the Oon"titu'i'lfl, ,n,1 with Q II dut; re"peet to Illy friend f~om
Ram"..y, I think thlit this is thu proper place, lind that the pr'lVi'ions re­
ported In ttai, S· Cl100 are such lis th'R C'JOvPOIi.,n ,hlluld a'lopt. A gre'it
por,illn of Ihu ftHllls with I\'hiuh the Uni\'eTsiry is endow,'d. have bo,en do.
nated by t Ie citizens of the Temtnr\, lind when the gel,tl, man tal lis of a
ni~g Tin Ihe w"o,1 pile, he (hust "uppo~e th"t tbH0 ha< he.n some mi"ap­
pliCIlt'on or mi·manllgement of th"se fU"ds I sla"d bere as a Regult, of
thi, [t1st't'l!i,m, having been a ({egent' fiJI' the last eight yell's, evel' since
Its co "menceOle"t, Brlli defy any scrutiny thllt lilly Illiin :n.y chv080 to
exerci,,(, Wilh reference to its \fan'lgel''' an,1 Re;;enrs"

A f,·w Tn·mth" aftel' t;,is di'Cll"S1"", allli befllre Minnesota wa~ admitted

intO tile U ,i"n. th" L'Jil;I.-1,'1IIT0, "n ~ll",ch Mtll, I !l58, p"""e,1 an Aut lIuth..r­
it,'''g lie He :.,,,ts "t' 'he Univel'slly to horTJW ,lIn"ey, 'II all RI/HUml nnt ex.

I co-e,ling $ Hl,OOO, ,nil i"slIe h""d, f"r' he paY'ornt or tLe "am.. B,'cure,1 bJ'
, mtlrt;;~j!,e 011 any bin L- tIll' Univ,', "ity lIIi~ht dC'luirl', which should be IJ

lien "pnll 'aid 1IIf/l1.>, unlll all R'llllS oW IIg "pon said b' ·nd~ aro' full. di~cbaq~ed.

Durin\( tho y,.ar Ih,''';<' b ,1111- "","I'e, old to ~ewdl F"rris & C"" of Xew
York cit)·, o.nl.$5,800 "ere ret.i""d by the firlll to lDeot the intere,t on al\
the l,,,n,l, B~ Ie, I 10 I), c. I-t. 111",9 *

Rlt a hr~e pT"Oi't1ni n of tire 1l1'IIl"yR receivl'd from the Rale or. the lAst
b"nl" WaS ab·t1rhed ill lire 1'"'lnelll_ of exorb'!,nt ilJt,-rl',t lind di,cunts
on not"s i Ie a'h' !!:11'ell, s· th,t ill !""br.",,'y. 18:)9, it h,-cd/lle II' c,·.slr.y in
theselllelllt'n's ""ith tl", C lll'r.clors II the Ulllv\·r.ity bUiltlin! to tll~e RD.

o'l e;' S '~p W 1 IIv 'm>luth,)'lz"J, und is:lue n,teS to thll ~O.ltTlicton; 10 the
&mO'1! t ... f $16.01:0 .

The rel,ort ul M,~'rR. Ihmli-t and.B "ry, R"g..nts of the State Uui/ersi.
ty ill rdation to tlrll valiJ,ty of th",'" 1I0,tlS is lljJp"u,ltlll.t

*8.,' Appenrlix fur kIter OQ Ihis subject.
t :See Al'l'eudix.

~
,
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Allusion has already been made to the offer of Mr. steele to gil'e five
acres in Mr. Tuttle's Grove and erect to building at the same cost as that of
the Preparatory Edifice erected on the site given by Mr. Steele, provided
the Regents give up aU claims to the former site.

Afterwards, it appears, Mr. Steele modified his propesition, and on
June 12th, 1855, the Regents "Re8olved, That the proposition of Mr.
Steele to pay into the Treasury of the Board of Regents the amount ex­
pended in the erection of the Preparatory ~chool Building on the lands do­
nated by Mr. Steele, be and is hereby accepted, and that the amount be
paid forthwith into the bands of the Treasurer of the Board."

To this day the money remains unpaid, and the claims of the University
to the original 8ite remains unimpairsd.

The Univeriiity holds an agreement sigBed by Richard Chute, Agent
and Attorney of the St. Anthony FaUs Water Power Company, which in
this connection is submitted;

. ST. ANTHONY, June 28,1856.
On a settlement this day made with Isaac Atwater, Secretary of the

Board ofRegents, a Chairman oftbe Committee appointed for that purpose,
there is found due the University of Minnesota for the old University Build­
ing, the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars which we promise to pay by
assuming tbat sum on its indebtedness to Paul R. George from this day;
the Regents giving a quit-claim deed to the property.

ST. ANTIIONY FALLS WATER POWER 00.

By Richard Chute, Agent and Attorney.
At a meeting of the State University, held at the Oapitol on November

8, 1860, the Treasurer was directed to prepare a report on the following
subjects; Cost of building; interest paid on building account; amonnt due
on building j amount on Bonds, wben, and to whom issued; description
of property mortgaged to secure the payment of Bonds; also the receipts
of the Territerial University for Stumpage, the names of persons making
payments, the amonnts stilI due on permits issued by the Territorial Re.
gents; aDd any other information which may aid in giving a full gtatement
of the actual condition of the affuirs ot the Territorial UDiversity.

As a condensation of the report is impra.cticable it is also submitted.

To the Ohancellor of the State UnifJer8ity of Minnelfota:
In accordance with the vote of Regents at our last meeting, I should

have reported to you immediately, but the most diligent effort has not
enabled me to do so until this late day. My delay has been causeQ chiefly
by the incompleteness of the Secretary and Treasurer's Records of the
busintss-compeIling me to gather its history from a confused mass of
papers, many of which contain simply a hint of the transaction, and tended
greatly to confuse and delay progress.

3
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22141

$ cls.

12889
9268

$ ets.

66 61
33 33

10000

65638

15848

75000

1,129 51

254 12

1,833 34
5,103 36
6,000 00

23 00
11,126 36

3,000 00
1,833 34

4,833 34
2,500 00
1,106 25

3,606 25
1,227 09

727 09

49,600 00
2014

117 00
12 00
25 00
2000

14 60

43 55
7281
7500

1,500 00

The business was transacted so long &go that the parties effecting it have
become ignorant of its particulars, and although I have made earnest eWort.
to get information, have been unable to a great extent.

Therefore I give you this report with the expectation that my tardiness
will be excllsed, and if it shoak' appear that my record is incorrect in Bome
particulars, that also should be excusable.

.A."'ALYSIS OF THE BUSINESS.

1. SITE.
Purchased of Paul R. Geor!l:e alld Joshua L. Taylor for $6,000

($5,000 paid by note, $1,000 with borrowed mouey).
Interest paid on Taylor'a 12 mos. note, Hi and 14-30 moa., at

10 per ct. .
Interest allowed in addition to the above ..•.••••. , .

True amount due 1st Dec., 1860 .

Actual amount of interest due 1st Dec., 1860, ......•........

2. BUILnING.
Proposed coat as per contract .
Allowed for extra work: .
All.owed Alden on expenses, trying to negotiate bonds.•.•..
P81d for measurement of building '" .
Paid Alden on account of bonds " ......•........
Pa!d Hill expense of recording mortgages .
PaId dIscount on 'Regents' note sold contractor, $730, at 2

per ct.....•••..........................................
Paid 8. -"V. Farnham & Co. interest on Regents' note, at 3

per ct ....•.............................................
Paid interest on Atwater note, order Sibley, at 3 per ct .
Pa!d discount On Geo. Aikin draft, $7,500, at 1 per ct .
PaId interest on Craig & Kidder note, at 5 per ct ..•.........
Paid interest and protest expense to Irvine, Stone &; McCor-

Interest paid on Taylor's 6 mos. note, 8 mos., at 10 per ct ...
Interest allowed in addition to the above ...•.•..•...••.....

Interest on Regents' note, order F. Steele, for one of Taylor's

In~~:::t ~~3 k~~~~t~; '~~t~,' '~;d~; '1': :St~~l~;' ~b~;:~ ~~i~'~~d
interest at 3 per ct .

Interest on Regents' note, order R. Martin, 272' per ct. per
month, semi-annually .

Interest on Regents' note, given for money advanced on pur-
chase .

Interest on Regents' note, order R. 1I1artin, 272' per ct. per
month, semI-annually, .

Interest alleged as due on Paul R. George's noles to Dee. I,
1860 .

Amount of interest to Dec. 1,1860 .
Add purchase cost .
Add cost of surveying grounds .
Cost of aite, Dec. I, 1860 .

Amount alleged to he due on site 1st Dec. 1860, to Paul R.
George, on notes _.

Interest at 10 per ct. per annum .

Less, amount due from Chute, Agent of 1I1ill Co .
And interest .
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600 00
48253
11747

18 25
30 00

325 08
3 25
8 00
480

\\,271 64 .'
4,511 70

55,000 00
59,511 70

2'7832
81 00

1400
25 52

348 84
8,500 00
4,511 70

13,860 54

346 61
37180
186 00
63 00

1,094 82
388 09
139 07
6249

1,800 00

15,000 00
40,000 00
55,000 00

6,450 00
7,333 84

13,783 34
$8,500 00

771 64

mick ..
Paid interest on note to Stein & Bro., at 8 per ct ..
Paid discount to Dana & White, at 3 per ct.•.....•••.......
Paid interest on note to John Steele .
Paid interest to Atwater on $2,100.68, eighteen mos, at 272"

per ct., semi-annually ..
Paid interest on notes to Dana & White, at 3 per ct .
Paid interest on drafts .
Paid interest on acceptance .
Paid interest on notes to Stein & Bro. in full, at 3 per. ct .
Paid interest to contractors on deferred payments, at 12 per

ct. per annum .. 4.980 00
11,OU~ 5U

Less interest paid Atwater on $99 included in $2,100.68 pay't. 51 55
Amount of interest paid on account of building 11,047 04 \
Add interest due on notes given contractors to Dec. 1, 1860. . 3.449 78

14,496 82
Cost of building Dec. 1, 1860 '" , . . .. . . . . 64,291 56
Amount of notes given contractors on settlement 15,680 91
Interelt on above to Dec. 1, 1860, at 12 per ct........ .. 8,449 78 j

Amount alleged to be due Dec. 1,1860 ...•........• , .....•. 19,1306'9
3. J. G. RIHELDAFFER, TP.IlAIURER.

Salary, four years, at $150.......................•.......
Paid him .
Due him .

4. BOl(DS.

Issued May I, 1857, to Sewell, Ferris & Co ,
Issued Feb. 2, 1859, to Sewell, Ferris & Co ...............•
Amount issued , .

Interest on first issue to Dec. 1. 1860, at 12 per ct .
Interest on second issue to Dec. I, 1860, at 10 per ct .
Amount of interest .
Interest paid at sundry times ..
Interest due from 13. F. & Co., on deferred payments, .

Interest due 1st Dec., 1860 ..
Add amount of bonds issued .
Interest and principal due 1st Dec., 1860 .

In addition to the above interest paid on bonds, there has
been paid on money borrowed to pay first six mc,nth's in.
terest on $15,000 issue .

Cost of printin~bondl .
Commission paid Ramsey, Crooks & Co., for mnki'ig third

payment of interest : .
Interest paid Ramsey, Crooks & Co .

TotaL ..
Add interest paid at ilundry times al above .
....dd interest due dne on bonds ..
Amount of expenses on bonds Dec. 1st, 1860 .

5. SUNDRY EXPENSES.

Paid for seaL .
Paid for printing bonds .
Paid to A. H. Barber for teaching .
Paid for trealurer's book .
Paid for chairs, black board and stand ..
Paid for wood and sawing, alld broom .



16

Paid Crotfut & CIari: for printing. '" .
Paid Minneaotian for advertising land ................•.....
Paid St. Anthony Expres8 for advertising .
Paid Treasurer " ' .

Received from tnition .
Total. .

{, 00
3 00

18 00
482 53

- 892 86
40 00

85286
6. STUMPAGB.

Whole amonnt sold 12,013 42

RECEIPTS IN CA SH.
From Burnell. Gillett & Co ..
:F'rom Wm. & G. Hanson .
From McKusick & Co .
From Day &Hanscome ..
Amount of cash receipts .

2,314 30
2,342 50
1,000 00

474 08

~,130 88

RECEIPTS IN NOTE.
From Stanchfield, Brown & Hanson, joint note .
From Samuel Stanchfieltl. . .. . .
Amount of receipts in note .

The above notes are unpaid aRd unsecured.
DUE FROM PERMIT!!.

From Lennon & Day .
From Wm. & G. Hanson .
From David T. Day, (deceased) ..
From Samnel Stanchfield .
Amount due on permits .
Add cash receipts, as above ..
Add note receipts, as above .

1,000 00
2,644 00

-3-;044 00

141 75
270 85'
50 42

1,835 52
2,2\18 54
6,130 88
3,644 00

12,073 42

INTEREST RECEIVEn.

From Burnell, Gillett &; Co .
From S. Stanchfield ..
Amount of interest received ..
Deduct amount paid for scaling ..

187 06
160 00

--a4f06
55 10

29f96

10,047 81
3,284 89
6,762 92

2,500 00
6,762 92

7. BILLS F.A.VABLE.

lesued 37,246 23
Redeemed 18,565 32
Balanoe outstanding.. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. 18,680 91

To Alden, Cutter & Hull, $15,680 91 i aa abo'\'"e
To Paul R. George, 3,000 00 f, .

8. BILLS RKCEIVABLB.
Received : ....•••..
Disposed of.............•.•.•.•••.•.•.•.••....•...........
Balance in hand , .. , ·· ·

Of the above, received on account of Itumpage. .. 4,262 92
Do. on account"of old University, from Mill Co.,

Richard Chute, Agen~ ' .

9. Isuc ATWATER, SEciETARL
University has paid iltm at sundlY timeB. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. 10,406 69
Trellllurer haa paid him Feb. 2; 1859 ....... '. .. •• ... . .... .... 2,100 68
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1,094 82 3,549 82

937 47
112 34

15,872 35
14,822 54
1,049 81

150 00
474 08
4.7 66
793 55

9000

156 58
650 00
63 25

60000
10 00

1,569 83

3,270 02
727 09.

11,047 04 \
3,449 78 ,
9,271 64.
~,511 70 \

303 32
1,043 27

44 78
29000

33,958 64
24,980 07
8.978 57

37 80
1020
36 00
2489
3800
9 69

1,500 00
290 00
100 00

20 00
11500

2,025 .00
11234

1,913 66
Delluct the above balance ..
Supposed balance due hil1l ..

I mention in connection with this, tbat some one paid S. W.
J;'arnham &; Co, May 13, 1~57, for Regents' note to the or­
der of F. Steele, ($850 00, and interst $53 55-amount
$903 55) wbom I bave not been able to find.

10. LAND.

Paid M. Black for examining pine land .
Paid I. Atwater, as per receipt, for John Rollins' bill locating

land .
Paid for interest on same, 9 months, at 3 per ct ............•
Paid for Amos Bean's bill locating land .
Paid for interest 19 months, at 3 per cent .
Paid for S. Young's bill locating land .
Paid for interest on same 8y' months, at 8 per ct .
Paid B. B. Meeker for locating land ..
Paid Wm. Dwelley for examining and locating land .
Paid John Rollins for examining and locating land .
Paid C. D. Dorr for examining land .
Amount of expense on land .

11. SUMMARY OF INTEREST.

Intereat paid on account of site .
Interest due on account of site] st Dec., ]860 , .
Interest paid on account of building .
Iuterest due on account of building 1st Dec., 1860 .
Intereat paid on bonds .
Interest due on bonds 1st Dec., 1860 ..
Interest paid on account Ilf honds ..
Interest paid 1. Atwater on money advanced contractors .
Interest paid 1. A.twater on laud accouni .
Interest charged by I. Atwater, unsettled account ....•......
Amount of interest expense, Dec. 1st, 1860 .
Amount of interest paid on the above ..
Amount of interesl due and unpaid 1st Dec., 1e60 .

Interest on same 18 month!, at 2y' per ct. paid semi-annu-
ally .

'J'reasurer paid him $99 00 and interest $51 55 in above am't,
which he received previously ofTreasurertopay contractor,

Day &; Hanscom paid for stumpage not accounted for ......••
Part of endorsement on Stanchfield note .
Day &; Hanscom's note lost (balance due on it) .
Treasurer says Atwater sent order for it, saying be could ne-

gotiate it, and that he sent it to bim....•.................
Amount paid bim ........................•...............
Amount received from him .
Balance in favor of University ................•............
Could not ascertain what Day &; Hanscom's note was received

for, but think it must have heen for tbe end. and stumpage
not accounted for above. (Amount af note, $937 47.) In
the event that is proven, be sbould bave credit .

Supposed balance .

He has rendered bill for salary, 6 years, at $250 .
Interest on annual amount at 7 per ct. to 1st March, 1860 .
'J'en days service collecting and paying contractor .
Expenses while doing the above ............•..............
Expenses at New York and Boston, trying to negotiate bond,

~
I
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12. SUiUlARY OF ALLEGED INDEBTEDNlI:SS.
BIte-amount due on it ...........•..... , .
BUlldin~-amount due on it , .
Bonds-amount due ou them .
J. G. Riheldafler-amount due him ........•..•............
Isaac Atwater--amount due him (prohably)..•..............
Alleged li"bilities 1st Dec., 1860 ..

1,22'T 09
19.130 69
59,511 'TO

117 47
1,913 66
~L906 61

13. PROPERTY MORTGAGED TO SECIiRE PAYMENT OF BONDS.

The site and building. to secure payment on first Issue, I believe, 15,000 00.
In the Counties if !'in. and Mill. Lac:

In Township No. 39. Range 25 West: Secs. 5, 6, 7, 8.9. 15, 17, 18. 21, 22, 23; S hf
of 24; N hf. of 25; 26. 27 and 28.

In Township No. 39, Range 26 West: E hf. of NE qr. of Sec. 9; W hf. aud BE qr.
of Sec. 10; W hf. of SE qr. and SW qr. of Hec. 11; NE qr.• NE qr. of SE qr., W
hf. of SE qr., and E hI: of SW qr. on'ec. 12; NW gr. of NE qr. and N hf. of NW
qr. of Sec. 13; NE qr. of NE qr., S qr. ot NE qr., N h£ of SE qr, SE qr of BE
qr., and NE qr. of SW qr. of Sec. 14; and]'l" hf. of NW qr. of Sec. 15.

In Towuswhip No. 40, Range 27 West: E hf.. E hf. of SW qr., and SE qr. of NW
qr. of Sec. 10; Sec. 11; :;ec 12; N hf. of NE qr., W hf. of SW qr., W hf. ofNW
qr.. and NE qr of NW gr. of Sec. 14; all of Sec. 15; SW qr. of Sec. 24; W hf.
of XW qr;., and NW qr. of S'~ q,:. o,f See. 25; NE qr., S h~: of NW qr.• SW ~.;
N hf. of 1:lE qr., "nd SW qr. ot SE ql. of Sec. 26; SI<; qr. ot Sec. 33; NE qr., HJo,
'lr., SW qr., and SE qr. of NW qr. of Sec. 34: W hf.• W hf. of SE qr.. and SW
qr. of NE qr. of Sec. 35; and N hf. of Sec. 13 ;-containmg sixteen thouiland
three hundred acres-to secure the payment of ~;g,QOQ,.!Jl.~~ll:dS..?.i.~,.~~~~E~ 'I

In the C01lntie8 Of Pine and SherbuNleo'
In Township No. 41. Range 17 West: SE qr. of Sec. 11; SW qr. of Sec. 12; NW

qr. of Sec. 13; W hI: and NE qr. of Sec. 14; E hf. of Sec. 15; and all of Sec. 22.
In 'fownship No. 35, Range 28 West: W hr. of Sec. 28; E hf. of Sec. 29; W hI:

of Sec. 33; E. hf. of Sec. 32; "nd all of Sec. 34 ;-containing thirty-eight
hundred and lorty acres, to secnre the payment of $9,000, ill Bonds of $1,000
esch.
I beheve the abClve is all of the property th \t has been mortgaged to

secure the payment of Bonds.
I have extended the report in one respect that you might see the rate

per cent. of interest paid during the course of the business, &c. &c. &c.
Very respectfully li1ubmitted,

(Signed) WK. M. KIMBALL,
TrelUurer of the Board if Regent."f the State Univer,ity of Xinnelota.

ST, ANTHONY, Dec. 15, 1860."
From the accompanying Journal and Documenh will be learned all tho

proceedings of the Regents of the State University for the year eighteen
hundred and sixty.

It would be improper, afeer the examination of the transactions which 1'1"0

have made, to conclude this report without a distinct oxpreslion of our
belief that there was no design on the part of the Territorial Regents to
injure the cause of learning or aggrandize themselves, but that, blinded by
the glare of imaginary riches, so prevalent in 18511 and '57, they supposed
that the University, like themselves, could never be embarrassed for tho
want of money.

All which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the Board of Regents.
URIAH THOMAS,

Secr,tarll oj IJoare o( J1I?ene. of Stat. University.

j



JOURNAL OF PROOEEDINGS

OF TUIl

BOARD OF REGENTS.

MEETING F6R' ORGANIZATION, A.PRIL 5, 1860.

'l'he first meeting of the Board of Regents of the Minnesota State Uni·
ve.sity under the"Act providing for the Government and Regulation of the
University of Minnesota," approved Feb. 14, 1860, was held at the rooms
of the Historical:Society, in St. Paul, on the 5th of April, 1860.

Present, Gov. Ramsey, and Regents Kimball, Hamlin, Benson and
Thomas.

On motion of Gov. Ramsey, Regent Ben,wn was called to the Chair for
the purpose of organiza.tion.

The following permanent officers of the Board were duly elected.
Uriah Thomas of Minneapolis, Secretary.
W. M. KimbalI ofSt. Anthony, Treasurer.
Rev. E. D. Neill of St. Panl, Chancellor.
The Chancellor being a member of the Board, ex officio, then took his

seat.
The ;Governor of the State was then elected permanent President of

the Board.
i(3The :following )esolutions~ were separately presented, discussed and
adopted:

Resolved, That the ChancelIor be appointed a Committee to prepare
By-Laws for tb(Government of the Board and report at tlle first Annual
Meeting.

Resolved, That:the Secretary of the Board call upon the late Secretary
and Treasurer,:and procure the minutes, papers, !leal, library books, and
all other documents, belonl!;ing to the University.

Resoit'ed, That A. J. Hill be requested to procure for the use of the
University and those who may select lands, two of BewaIl's maps, with
proper lines marked thereon, indicating the University reservations.

Resolved, That Regents Kimball and Thomas be appointed to inquire
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lVhat disposition has been made of the edifice built by private contribu­
tions for a Preparatory School. If purchased, by whom, and the price
paid, and report at the next meeting.

Resolved, That the Treasurer be requested to examine the books and pa­
pers of the Board of Regents, and makll an exhibit, as far as in his power,
of the liabilities and assetl of the University.

Resolve", That the Governor of the State be requested to take proper
step. for the selection of the remainder of the lands reserved for the Terri­
torial University by Congress.

A memorial to the Governor of the State was adopted, asking him to
take the steps indicated in the" Enabling Act," and, at an early day, ap­
point some one to make a selection of lands.

[MEMORIAL.]

OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, ~

St. Paul, Min., April 5, 1860. S
Kw Excel~ency Aka:. Ramsey, Gov. Minnesota:

DEAR SIB: In February, 1851, the TerritorialLe~islatnre passed an
Act incorporating "a Territorial Institution of learning under the name of
the University of Minnesota" to which were granted" the pruceeds ofall
lands that may hereafter be granted by the United States to the Territory
for the supportofa Univeraity." On the 19th of February, of the same
year it was enacted by Congress:

" That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, authorized and
directed to set apart and reserve from sale, out of the public lands, within
the Territory of Minnesota, to which the Indian title has been or may be
extingui8bed, and not otherwise appropriated, a quantity of land not ex­
ceeding two entire townships, for the use and support of a University in
said Territory, and for no other use and purpose whatever, to be located
in legal subdiVIsions of not less than one entire section."

Shortly after this Congressional enactment the Regents of the Territo­
rial University organized, obtained a site, erected a building thereon, and
commenced instruction therein-the first instance on record of a Territo­
rial UDiversity geing into oper ation at so early a period in the history of a
Territory.

The Regents also, with the approbation of the Secretary of the Interior,
proceeded to select a large portion of the lands granted for the Territorial
institution. Subsequently they erected a costly edifice and mortgaged it,
by virtue of a power granted by the Territorial Legislature of 1856, for

.$15,000, to secure the payment of certain bonds, and by another Act
paB!led in 1858, on the eighth day of March, before the admiB!lion of Minne-
Iota iBto the Union, mortgaged lands that had been selected by the Re­
gents, to secure the payment of a further sum of $40,000 borrowed by tho
Regents for the Territorial illBtitution.
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tIeretofore Congress bas mado grants to Territories not having orgall­
lzed any Universities, lind the lands being free from all prospecti.e incum­
brances, the Enabling Acts of Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, bave used
the following similar phraseology.

II Seventy-two sections of land, set apart and reserved for tbe use and
support of a University by an Act of Congrells approved on --- clay of
--- are hereby granted and conveyed to the State, to be appropriated
solely to the use and support of 8 u ch UDiversity in such maDner as tbe Le­
gislature may prescribe."

The condition of Minnesot~ being different, so far DS a Territorial Uni·
versity was concerned, we expect and find differcnt h\nguage in the Ena­
bling Act. There is no reference, as in aets nJludcd to, to previous reserves,
bu tit is prosl)Cctive. I t say 5, if certain provisioDS are nccepted:

II That serenty·two sections of land shall be set apart and reserved for
tbe usc and support of n State University to be selecteel by the Governor of
said State, subject to the approval of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office."

Although a Territorial University had been in existence for yeu8, and
the Rrgents had selected land~, there is no reference thereto, but the lan­
guage prescribes selection:! for afutl/re State University.

Certainly it was not the intention of Congr~ss to turn over the debt;, and
prospectively encumbered lnnds of an old and badly managed t~rrit(>r;nl

institution, but to give the State tbat was to be, a grant fur a State Ud·
versity, free from all connections with tenitoria: organizations.

'tV ill JOu, therefore, take tbe ~teps indicated in the Enabling Act, and
appoint, at an carly da)', some one to sclect two townships ufland for the
t3tate University, incorporatcd by the last Legi ,lature?

In behalf of the Rcgents of the University of the State of Minnesota.
(Signed,) E. D. NEILL, Chancellor.

It was on motion,

Re8olved, That Regent Hamlin, tbe Secretary, and Treasurer, be ap­
pointed Curators of the UniverRity Building and grounds, and be requested
to take proper steps to s~cure the samg from dilap:d Ition.

BelJollled, That the Secretary be dIrected to procure an Abstract or
Title (If U/liver~ity property in St. Anthony.

Re;olced, j hat the papers of St. Anthony, Minneapolis nnd St. Paul, be
requested to publish the minutes of thi,s meeting. '

On motion, the Board adjourned.
(Signed,) URIA.H TROMAS, Secretary.

-1



ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 26th, 1860.

The Annual Meeting required by charter, was called at the WinsloW'
House, in St. Anthony, on the 26th of June, 1860.

Present, Gov. Ramsey, Rev. E. D. NeiJI, Chancellor of the Board, and
Regents Kimball and Thomas.

The Chancellor requested the privilege of reading the following com­
munication, but no quorum being present, no action was taken thereon:

" SAINT PAUL, June 26, 1860.
" His Excellency Alex. Ramsey,Governor of Minnesota:

" DEAR SIR :-The Board of Regents of the State University, appointed
&y the provisions of the charter, establishing a State University, passed by
the last Legislature, at their first Annual Meeting, are environed with em­
barrassments.

"As already set forth in a communication addressed to you, and adopted
by the Board, at the meeting held for the purpose of organization, on the
ilrst ThurSday in April, we feel that the desire of Congress was to donate
to the State two unincumbered townships of land' for the use and suJlPort
Of a State University, to be selected by the Governor Of said State.'

"But they discover that an old Territorial University, to which we sua­
ceed by the Constitution, has selected certain lands under an Act of Con­
gress, of February 19, 1851, and mortgaged 1Io valuable portion of said
lands, erected an expensive building, and incurred a debt of at leas t
$'75,000.

"The Regents olthe State University, cannot feel that the assumption
of lands reserved for a Territorial University, now heavily encumbered, is in
any sense, the munificent donation to the young State by Congress, 'for
the use and support of a State University, to be sillected by the Governor
of said State.'

"The Enabling Act, it appears to us, makes your duty clear. In
phraseology entirely different from that ot Michigan, Wiscon.in, or Iowa,
it prescribes what the Governor of the new State shall do, and we desire,
if it is consistent with a senile of your official duty, that you shall proceed
to select the lands donated to us, as we have already stated in the com­
munication of last April.

"At the same time, we wish information in relation to what course we
shall pursue in adjusting the all:l.irs of the Territorial University. The
lands reserved for that Institution have never been donated to the State,
as similar lands were by the Enabling Acts of Michigan, Wisconsin and
Iowa; nevertheless, they will be required to meet the indebtedness of the
old Institution of the Territory.

"We desire you to ascertain 1101; an early day, whether, in addition to the
donation for a State Umversity, we can dispose of the lands reserved for
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the uses of & TerritorIal Institution, for the purpose of liquidating the in­
debtedn8ss incurred by the Territorial Regents.

" In behalf of the Regents of State University.
" (Signed,) E. D. NEILL, Chancellor."

Adjourned to meet July 25th, 1860.
(Signed,) URIAH THOMAS, Secretary.

ADJOURNED MEETING, JULY 25th, 1860.

An adjourned meeting of the Board of Regents was held at the Winslow
House, in St. Anthony.

Present, Ohancellor Neill, and Regents Hamlin, J. M. Berry, Kimball
and Thomas.

In the absence of Governor Ramser, Regent Hamlin was appointed
President pro tem.

The minutes of the two preceding meetings were read and approved.
The letter of the Chancellor to Gov. Ra:usey, presented at the last meet·

ing, was then taken up, and after consideration, unanimously adopted.
The following preamble and resolution was unanimously adopted;

WHEREAS, difficulties have ariscn in refen-nce to certain notes amount­
ing to several thoullands of dollars, given to AI:len, Cutter and Hull, dated
February, 1859, and purporting to have been executed under the authority
of the Board of Reeents of the Territorial Uni ,ersity, therefore,

Resolved, That Messrs. Berry lind Hamlin be appointed to examine tlie
notes, aod report at the next m~eting of the Board, their opinion of the
proper policy to be pursued in relation to said notes.

Treasurer Kimball reported that he had taken measures in behalf of the
Board, for the collection of moneys due the Board of the Territorial UnL
versity.

It was on motion therefore
ResoZ,;ed, That the course of the Treasurer in regard to the same be lIere­

by approved.
The following resolutions were adopted unanimously:
Resolved, That the Treasurer be hereby requested and directed to take the

control and management of the personal and real estate of the University,
and he be hereby authorized to make such contracts, and to enforce the
same in relation thereto, as in his judgment may be deemed best calcalated
to advance the interests of the University.

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to confer any
authority upon the Treasurer, to in auy way transfer or alienate the title to
said real estate.

Resolvfd, That so much of the moneys as ID&y come into the Treasurer's
hands, as may be necessary for that purpose, be employed in defraying neces­
saryand legal expenses.

--,
i
I
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To Isaac Atwater, Dr.
To 6 years' salary 8S Hecretary, at $250 ·.· .. ··· .. $1,500 00
To interest on ann~81 amount al'T per ct. (0 March 1, 1860............ 290 00
1'010 days' aervicp. co\\ectmj;( and paying contractor •...••. , ...•. , .. . .. lOt) 00
'1'0 expense while doing the above .......•...•........ ····.··········· 20 00
To expense at New York and Boston trying to negotiata bonds ..•..... _~5 00

2,(\25 00

REPORTS OF COUMITTBES APPOINTED AT TnB I'UST OETING OF THE aOARD.

The Curators reported that they had granted the use of a portion of th&
Unh'ersitv building to Mr. Clinton A. Cilley {or a private 5cho01, upon con­
dition that he make certain small repaira and preserve the edifice from in-

jury.
'l'he Committee on the Preparatory School building reported, that they

found that the title to the land upon which the building WtS situated was
not ,"ested in the Regents, and had never been conveyed to them; that the
building was d:sposed of tc Franklin Steele, for which the Regents hold an
obligation amounting to $2,500, from the St. Anthony Water Power Com­

pany. The committce lVas di.charged.
'l'he Treasurer reported progress in the examination of the old accounts,

and asked for further timl', which was granted.
The Chancellor, us Committee on By.Laws, asked furtbcl' lime. Granted.
The Secretary reported that he had called upon Secretary Atwater, and

procured the seal and records, and such library hooks as were in hiJ pos-

session.
The Secretary also placed before the Board, a bill for services rendered

by Hon. I. Atwater while Secretary of the late Board of Territorial Re­

gents, of which the following is a copy:

University of !Iinnesota

The bill was laid on the table.
On motion, the Secretary was authorized to ,rocur& a plat of the Univer-

sity grounJs in St. Antl.ony.
On motion, the Boo.rd adjourned.

(Signed) URIAIl THOMAS, Secretary;

SPECIAL MEETING, AUGUST 28, 1860.

A special meeting of tbe Board was held at the Capitol in St. Paul, A.ug.

28,1860.
Present, Gov. Ramsey, Chancellor Neill, and Regent! Hamlin, Kimball

and Thomas.
Minutes 01 last meeting read nnd approved.
'l'be followiog resolutions were unaoimously lldopted:



Whereat, The Regents haTe doubts in relation to the eql1ityof the Act
of the Leg-islature of 1858, by which tho rights of the University in certain
lands in Rice county were alienated, therefore

Re~oh'ed, That tEe Treasurer be rcqut>stcd to examine tllC books of the
Land office at Saint Peter, aotl ascertain whether they sustain the facts
a:leged in the Preamble of Chapter 70, Spccial Laws, 1858, and tbat he
be requested to visit the lands in question, and report to tho 'Board their
present \·;l!ue. and such other facts as may be of interest to the Board.

Wlzere18, TlJe embarrassments which environ tbe University are such as
to preclUde, for along period, the liquidation of the indebtedness incurred
by the -rerritorial Regents, therefore

Resolved, That the Chancellor be authorized to confer with the holders of
the bonds of the University, to ascertain whether any compromises can be
made.

Gov. Ramsey reported, tbat in accordance with the resolution of the
Board passed April 5, 1860, he t.ad instructed Mr. A. Van Vorhes to selec t
the renl1inder of the lands reserved by the Congressionalllct of 1851 for tbe
Territorial University, and laid before tbe Board a copy of his letter of in­
strllctioos to Mr. Van Yorhes.*

He also presented n report from Mr. Van Vorhes, of the partial execution
of the work.

The Treasurer reported progress upon the examination of account~, and
nsked further time.

'rhe co:nmit!ee appointed to examine the notes given to Alden, Cutter and
Hull, asked fl!rther time.

Tho Chancellor, a; Committee on By.Laws, also asked time.
The Secretary reported that he Lad procured nn abstract of title and a

plat of the University grounds at St. Anthony, in accordance with instruc­
tions j also a book of Record. The bill for tbe whole, atllounting to $10.75
the Treasurer was authorized to pay.

On motion, the Board adjourned.
(Signed) URIAH THO.)!AS, Secret;>ry.

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD.

TrrliIlSDAY, Nov. 8,1860.
Board met at tbe Governor's room in the Capitol, pursuant to a call of

the Chancellor.

Present, Gov. Ramsey, W. Kimball, J. M. Berry, Jared Benson, E. O.
Hamlin, and Chance~lorE. D. Neill.

In the absence of Secretary Thomas, Jared Benson was elected Secre­
tary, pro tem.

Re~ding of minutes of l~st mee~ing dispell!cd with.

"See Appendix.

---1
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Letter read from representations of Sewell, Ferrie &; Co. to the Chan­
cellor of the University, in relation to certain moneys left in their handl
for the payment of interest, which was fQr the present laid on the table.*

The report of Messrs. Berry ..nd Hamlin, on the poliey proper to be
pursued by the Board in relation to certain notes issued by the Territorial
Regents, in February, 1859, was presented, accepted and adopted, ..nd or­
dered to be filed in thi office of the Chancellor for future reference.

On moHtn of John M. Berry,
Whereas it is proper that there Ihould be prepared an accurate and com.

plete record of the Transactions of the Regents of the 'l'erritorial University,
together with a full statement of its affairs, for the information of all parties'

Resolved, That the Chancellor, in behalf of the Regents, prepare luch
report, to be submitted by the Secretary as the First Annual Report of the
Re~ents of the State University to the LegIslature.

Resolved, That the Treasurer immediately place in the hands of the
Chancellor the following itemll :-Cost of University site j interest paid on
notes given for site; balance I>n site unpaid; cost of building; ioterest paid
on building account; amount yet due on building; amount of bonds issued,
when, and to whom; description of property mortgaged to secure the pay­
ment of bonds; al~o the receipts of the Territorial University for stumpage;
the n!lmes of persons m 'king payments; the amount still due on permits
issued by Territorial Regents; and any other information which may aid
in giving .. full statement of the actual condition of the affairs of the Terri­
torial University."

Adopted.
On motion of John M. Berry,
Whereas, the Hon. H. M. Rice has always In&nifested an interest in the

educational affairs of the State, and has been active in the endeavor to
relieve the Territorial University from embarrassment,

Resol1!ed, That the Chancellor furnish him with a copy of the Memori..l
of the Regentll, adopted at a meeting held on the 25th of Jul,)' last, and
request him (0 use his influence at the next session of Congress. to obtain,
in addition to the lands donated by the EnabhngAct fora State University,
those that were reserved by an Act of Congress, Feb. 19, 1851, for a Ter­
ritorial University, and not .yet donated, inasmuch as the indebtedness of
the Territorial Univerlity was predicated on the lands still in reserve, alld it
dO;lS not appe&r to have been the intention that the lands donated for a
future State University should be sacrificed to meet the indebtedness of the
old Territorial University.

On motion of E. D. Neill,

Resolved, That the Treasurer be appointed .. general agent of the Re­
gents, to inspect and protect the University Lands, and that, until he re­
ceives compensation as Treasurer, his salary as Agent shall be three dol·
lars per diem and expenses, payable out of the receipts from leased landl
and permIts to cut timber; said Agent to report quuterly, to the Chancel­
lor, the number of days occupied in the service of the University, and the
na' ure of the service performed.

*See AppendiX.
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Resolved, That the Preeident, Chancellor and Treasurer of the Univer­
sity be appointed a committee to lease the farming lands of the University
for a peri<1d .ot exceeding two years, and such other lands as their judg­
ment may dictate, and also to grant permits to cut timber.

Resolved, That to all leases shall be affixed the seal of the University
and the signature of the Chancellor.

Resolved, That the committee be required to keep an accurate record of
all their transactions, and report at the annual meeting a list of all lands
leased, the names of the lessees, the moneys received, and also a list of the
tracts of pine lands upon which perions have been permitLed to cut tim­
ber, and the amounts realized from the I!ranting of permits.

Resolved, 'l.'hat all previous action on the subject of permits to cut tim­
ber be rescinded.

On motion of W. M. Kimball,

Resolved, That the Board of Regents protest against the issuing of pat­
ents for reserved University Lands for the Territory of Minnesota, pro­
periy selected and approved, to alleged pre-emptors, and that tho Presi­
dent request the General Land Office.to notify the Regents of any declara­
tions that may be filed.

On motion of E. D. Neill,

Wherea, the Seal of the Board o! Regents is out of order,
Resolved, That the Secreta Chancellor, ry and Treasurer be authorized

to devise a new Seal, with appropriate motto, and procure the engraving of
the same; and that the cost of said Seal be paid by the Treasurer out of
the first moneys not appropriated.

Board adjourned.
(Signed) JARED BENSON,

Sec. pro tern.

STATE OF MINNESOTA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, I
Saint Paul, April 11, 1860. \

ABRAM VAN VORHES, ESQ.

SIR: The Legislature at its last session appropriated five hundred dol­
laM, or so much thereof as might be necessary " for the purpose of loca­
ting the remainder of the University lands donated by the United ~tates,"

and I hereby appoint you an agent for that purpose.
The presumption is that the Legislature contemplated the remainder of

the first grant of 1851. About fourteen thou3and one hundred and
ninety-one (14,191) acres, equal to twenty-two and 17-100 (22.17) sec­
tions of that grant are yet to be enteJ'ed. Of farming lands I would sug­
gesi fhat the fatness of the soil, convenience to markets, rail.roads, rivers,
running water, settlements, &c., rather than timber, should determine

-----------------------_... -~ ------
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your selection. as the da.nger is that it will be impossible t. preset've the
lalter. These lands should generally be selected on the West of the

Mississippi, in 1he valley of the Crow, the Minnesota, &c., and an equal
portion south of the Minnesota river.

The Regents have indicated a desire that 3000 or 4000 acres of pine
lands, well timbered and convenient to floating streams, be selected
Mr. Kimball, a member of the Board residing at St. Anthony, is well In­
formed as to the pine lands on Rum River, and I would advise you to con­
sult with !Jim in reference thereto. As far as can be done. I should prefer
that you w'\)uld personally inspect the lands you may seled, and in yOul'
journey it is desirable, if convenient. that you should visit the lands al~

ready entered and furnish the Boa.rd a brief report of their character,
rrobable value, &c.

In whatever District these lands may be selected by YOI1, you will
receive and return to this offiee, or t.) the Board of Regents, some proper
evidence of the Land ollice that the lands have been entered upon their
plats and books as for the usc of the University.

The Act of July 22nd, 1858, II copy of which is herewith enclosed,
concedes to certain parties in Rice county lands that it is alleged were
pre-empted in Ignorance of their selection for University purpose3. Th('se
in the aggregate amount, I am informed, to twenty-six hundred and forty­
four (2,(\44) acres. The records aJ: Henderson and St. Peter Land offices
will enable you to ascertain the amount precisely, and as the Univel'sityis
entitled to other lands in lieu of these, you will select an equivalent quan­
tity in place of them. These 26404 are a part of the aggregate of 11,191
at first referred to.

These, of course, are i,fended to be hut general instructions in your
work. Frcm your great experience in surveying, your knowledge of lands,
&c., much is lef[ to your own discretion.

As to your compensatiol", I can only say that the w!Jole charge fllr ser­
vices, expenses, &0., must Dot exceed the appropriation of five hundred
dollars, and may be as much less as is cODsist<mt with a faithful perform­
ance of the duties entrusted to you.

For various reasons it is expected that you will enter upon the work im­
mediately. I furnish you herewith II. list of the lands heretofore entered,
including the Ilforesaid 2,644 acres in Rice county.

Very respectfully, Yi)ur~, &0 I

(Signed.) ALEX. RAMSEY.



Approved July twenty.second, one
eight.
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All' ACT FOB Tilt BELlEr or CERTAIN' PERSONS WHO !rAVE JlEEli' ALl,OW1l:I) TO
PRE'EMPT UNIVERSITY LANDS.

'Wltel'eas, Certain lands situated in Riee oounty in the Winona Land
District, in the State o! Minnescta, which have been selected by the Re.
gents of the Universit}'of Minne30ta, have bllen pre.empted by persons
who were ign()rant Ilf such selection, and who have been suffured to re­
main upon said lands since 1855, without any notice from the Land Depart.
ment, until recently, tuat there was any advcrse claim upon their lands;
thererore,

Be it enacted by Ihe Legislature (if tlie St(!te of 1I1innesota:
Secti,m 1. 'filat the State of Minnesota herehy relinquishes all rights

and claim to lind in alllllllds in Rice counly, in the State of Minnesota,
in the Winona Land District, which have been pre.emptcd by Edward P.
JOlles, William :lllIlel', Lyman M. Benson, John D. Ben,on, Nathan Mor­
ris, Edward L. Dung-ay, Alexander Young. J",hn Manahan, Daniel p.
Smith, John Murray, Edward Davis, John Grag, Jr., Benjamin L. VIm
Horn, H~inrich Swanbeck, Asa Fuller, EireI'd Gager, Frederick Payinkotr,
Augustus Hinckley, and for which duplicates hav\} beeu issued to eaid
pre·ernptors. Provided, That the Governor of thc State of Minnesola
shall be allowed by Congress, 01' by the General Land OfficE', at W llshing.
ton, to select other vacant lands instead of those thu~ pre'E'mptc:d.

Sec. 2. 'l'his act shall take effect from aud after it~ passage.

(Signed.) GEORGE BRADLEY,

Speakcr of thc House of Representatives.
(Signed.) WILLIAM HOLCOUBE,

President of the Senalr.
thousand eight hundred and fifty.

(Signed.)
SECRETAiSY'S OFFICE, MINNES'lTA./

July 22,1858.)
I hereby certify, the foregoing to

file.
(Signed.)

HENRY H. SIBLEY.

be a true copy of the original on

FRANCIS BAASEN.

Secretary of State."

GENERAl. LANIl OFFICE, ~
}!ay 14tb, ] 860. f

To His Excellency, tlu: GOt'erRor 0/ JlHnnesota, St. Paul Ninne30ta:
Sm: On the 4th of August, 1858, a letter was addressed to the

Surveyor General of Minnesota, relative to making selections for Schools,
5



Very respeetfullj'lPur ,obedient servant.,
(Signed.) ALEX. RA~SEY,

Universities, Salt Springs, &c., a cl'pyof which Was enclosed in letter of
same da"te toyour predecessor, B;on". lI. H. S"ibley. r",' oj

In t1l:\t letter of 4th August you will perceive that the Governor wu
requested to inform this office what course he would toke in reference tQ
the selections for University purposes; and as no reply has yet been reo
ceived, J have tbe bonor to call your especial atlention to said letter, and
respectfully request your views I1pon tbe points presented in the firllt
part of the aforesaid letter, in order that this office may act properly in

the matter. '
Very respectfully, four obedient servant,

(Signed.) JOS. S. WILSON,
Commissioner.

STATE OF MINNESOTA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ~
St. Paul, .June 2J, 1860. )

lIon. Jos. S. Wilson, Commission!!'r of General Land Office:
DEAR SIR: Yours 01 the 4tb Illt. calling attention to a correspondence

of your office. with my predecessQr in reference to University land, etc.,
has been received. I will tlresent tie papers to the Regents of the Uni­
versity Ilt tbeir next m,eeling. and will then write you further.

The lands appropriated to the Territory of Minne~ota, by tbe Act of
February 19, 1851, and upon the faith of which tho the'} Regents con·
tra.cted 11 large debt nnd encumbered these lands, were all selected as ap­
pears by the rewrdi of the Board of Regents, except som~ 11,547 acr~s.

.It appears also that of tbe laild~ selected and approved, 2,644 acres
Wfire pre-empted by private parties, and the Legislature of Minnesota
consented to the withdrawal of the University claim to those lands on
condition tbat the Government will allow us the selection of other lands

in lieu of them.
Anticipating, nnd indeed inferring, that you would do so, I have direct_

ed the selection of otber lauds in place of them. At the request of the
Regents I have directed an Agent to select 14,191 acres, including 2,644

acres in lieu of tbose claimed by prc-ernptors.
Will you be so good as tl, direct the several land office~8 to allow the se·

lections 1
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STATE or MINNESOTA, EXECUTIVE OPJYCE,}
. Saint Paul, Jqne 30, 1860.

Hon. jOl. S. Wilson, Commissioner o/General Land Ojftce:
SIR: In my communication of the 2d inst. I stated that at tbe approaoh.

ing meeting of the Board of Regents of the University of this State, I
.would bring to their attention the subject matter referred to in your letter
of the 4th ultimo.

This was done on the 26th inst., at a meeting held at St. Anthony, and
although action was postponed, the discu~sion then had drew Irom the
Chancellor of the University the. enclosed letter, which I beg you 'to pe­
ruse, a.s it fUlly explains our difficulty, and I trust will induce your good
offices to aid us in removing them. I also enclose the former communi·
cation of the Chancellor spokeu of in his last.

Neither the present Board nor the Chancellor bave bad anytbing to do
with tbe complications that embarrass them j they only took office a few
months since, and are desirous, if it be possible, to disemlJarrass the Uni·
versity of its heavy load of debt.

A liberal construction of the several Acts of Congress in relation to
University lands for Minnesota, would, it is believed, entitle the State to
the grant IOdicated in the Act of Feb. 26, 1857, as well as the reserved
sections provided for by Act of Feb. 19, 1851, and which, as you will see
by the letter of the Chancellor, were virtually absorbed by the action of
the Territory, lellving the State nothing but un inheritance of debt.

Very re~pectruJ]y, your obedient son'unt,

(Signed.) ALEX. RAMSEY.

STATE OF MINI<ESOTA, FXF.CUTIVE OFF!CE,}
St. PaUl, August 30, 1860.

Mr. Al/m. Van Yorhes:
DEAR SIR; The only knowledge I could acquire at the time I wrote

you, Aprilll, 1860, 69 to the University Llnd9 entered by hnd on behalf'
of thl? Regents, was from the Report 01 B. B. Meeker, E~q., a furmer agent
of the Board, and a paper accompanying the report; from which it ap­
peared that selections had been made amounting to 34,533 acres. I noW'
learn from olle of the poperr. submitted by you that there was error in
thi~, and that 39,537,24 acres had relllly been st'lected. which wilh the
5,124,3R acres now lIe.ected by you amol1ut in all to 4!,uG 1,52, leaving a
balance of 1,418,48 acres yet to be selected.
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In addition to this 2,644 acrell may, upon examination, which the Re­
gents have ordered, be waDted to replace the lands that are claimed by
pre-emptors in Rice COUDty. Of these lands I wrote you before, and I
would now, seeing the remnant to be selected is but small, advise yOlt to
select the 1,418,48 acres of agricultural lands, 8S also the 2,644 acres.
The list of the latter I would have kept separate so that the Department
m!ly defer the confirmation of them until fiDal netion may have bllen had
under the dirl!ction of the RegeDts as to the Rice Co. lands.

As I shaH hll.ve to report final action in the premises to the next Legisla­
ture, would you please at once proceed to select these 4,062,48 ncrell.

'\Tery truly, yours. &0.,
(Signed.) ALEX. RA1.1SEY.

121 DltOADWAY, NEW YORl:.;
October 9th. 1860.

Hm. E. D. Ndl Ohancellor University, Minnewta :
SIR: Your Jetler dated Dot. 5, and acdrcssed to :Mr. Robert Sewell,

has just been put into my h~nds-with instructions to answer the SRUlC.

'l'he firm of Sewell, Ferris & Co. deny in toto tha.~ there is a.ny claim on
them by reason of any tra.nsactions arising out of purchases mnde by
them of MinDesota Bonds. On the contrary, thcy have a demand for
large damages against Lhe Regents or the State. 'rho Donds bought by
S. F. & Co. were represented by Gov. Sibley as Sta.te Bonds, and on the
fact of his representations were bought by S. F. & Co. as Statl' Donlls. It
afterwards turned cut that the Donds were University Bonds, of greatly
inferior value, and almost uosaleable.

Yours, respectfnlly.
(Signed.) HENRY BRACE.

I

I

~
I
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LIst OF·AppRovED .UNrVERSlTY LANDS.

In Tp. 40,·Nortlt, R. 27,lVeat, (1st 8election.)
. " s~

Enlire Section....• : , 12
" " " .. " .. '" 11

E. hr. ; E. hr. S. W. qr aud R. E. qr. N. W. qr 10
N.ht: 13
N. hf: N.E. qr. i N. hr. N. W. qr. i S.W. qr. N.W. qr.; and W. hi:

El1ti~~ ~;cir~~ ~ :::: :::'. :: :::: '. :::::::'.:::::::'.: :: '.: ::'.: :'. '.: :::'. it
N.'V.qr ~~ 24
W. Ilf. N.W. qt'. :lnd N.W. ~~. S.W. qr , 25
~.~. qr. ; S hI'. N. W. qr. ; \\. hI'. S.E. qr. i N.B. q". S.E.; S. W. qr. ~6
S. b.qr .,3
N.E.qr.; S.E. qr. is. W. qr.; ur.d S.E. qr. N.W. qr M
N.w. qr.; 8. W. qr·. iW. hI; S.E. qr. i aud S. W. qr. N.£. qr 85

"

'retal .

In Tp 29, N. R. 26, 11'. (1st selection.)
N.E. qr.; W. hr. S. E. qr.; N.E. ql·. S.E. qr.; llud E. hf. 8. W. qr 12
N. W. qr N.K qrj.ulld N. ht 11'. W. qr 13
E. Ill' N:E.; E. hI' S.E.; N.W. qr ~.E. qr; N.B. qr S. W. qr; und

E.h~~E.q~::~:.~~:::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: 1~
N.W. qr; H.W. ql'; and 8.E. q, 10
H.W. qr; und 'Yo Ill' S.E. qr 11
N. hfN.W. qr 15

Total .

III Tp. 40, N. R. 27, W. (2d selection.)
W.l1f8.B. qr 24
W. hl'N.E. qr:E. hfN.W. lJr; E. hrS.W. qr; S.W. qr S.W. qr;

and' N. III'S.!£. q" .................••..........•........•..•. 25
S.E.qrS.E. qr 26
E. bfN.E. qr; ,N.W. ql·N.E.qr; andE. hfS.E. qr 35

Total .•............................................
In Tp. 41, N. R. 17, lv. (3d ddrctiQn.)

Entire Section '" 22
E.hJ 15
\V .. llf 14
N.R. q, 141
~:~~'q~~.::: :::::.'::::.':::: ::.':::::::::::::::::.':::::.'::::::::::: ir ~
8.W.qr···· ·· 12 )

Acres.
709.38
\'0072
474.15
320 ..

241) ••
6010 ..
160 ..
120 ..
520 .•
160 ..
520 ..
440 ..

5004.25

~40 ..
HO "

280 ..
80 ..

480 ..
240 ..
80 ..

1620 ..

SI) ..

860 ..
40 ..

200 ..

680 ..

640 ..
320 ..
320 ..

640 ..

Tutal. .
In Tp. 40, N. R. 27, W. (4~h selection)

Entire Section................................................. 7
" " •••••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••

0
••••• 8

N. hf.••••••••.•••.••••...•..•••.•••••...•.•..•••..••••.••••••.• H
N. hf 17
N. hr. 18

TOI/1I .

1920 ..

743.24
6,1.08
~84.40

320 ..
350:76



- ----- ------ ------------

In Tp. 89, N. R. 25, W. (5th .election)
Eatir. Sectioll ·•· ••· .. ··•· ·····.. I)

4' .4 6
................................................. 7
.................................................. 8
................................................. 9
................................................. 15
... "' 17
................................................. 18

It 0 0 • 21
................................................. 22

" 23
South hall •.... , ..•....... , ...•.. , " ..•.............. , ,. , ;. 24
North halr. " " , 25
Entire Section .•.••.....•. , .. , , , 26

41 " O' 0 •••• 0 •• O 0 • 27
.................................................. 28

Total · .. •· .. ·· ·· .. ·· .. ··
StletJtibilS in Wihima Diltridt.

T. l09, R. 20, S.E•.qr , 15
" .. E. hfS.W. qr 15
" "S.hfN.E. qr 15

W. hf~.W.qr 14

" ;·h~~~·.~·.~~.:::.·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~
" \'{•. l).·f 0········· .. · .. · .. ·· .. ·· ·· 25
" ~~l_~~~~p~S ..E. qr N.E. q~ , 12
4' ~1.1. of 8e~tion 0 0"' 00_ 13

T. 110, R. 20," * 5
"" 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0&.... 6·

T. 110, R. 21, S. hf *13
•• ..~, hfN.E. qr · .. · ·· 13
Ii .. W. hr. 21

" E.hf · .. ;; 28
.. H.E. qr · ··· · .. ·· '.' 32

S.E. qr S.W. qr 32
.. N. hr ·····.··· 29

.. ~lf;;f:~:::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~
T..~09, R. .:2,N:'h';.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: i~

.. S. hf 8

.. A\I of section. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. • . .. .. . .. 9
ii ,' •••• &. & •••.••••• _•••••••••• _••••••• & •••.••••••••••• 21

.. N. hf 22

.. S•. h!'. 15

Total acre~ ,
*S..W. qr, 800..5, T. 110, R.20, approved to pre-"mptors 160.acr~.
S.W. qr, Sec. 13, T. 110, R. 21, ". " .. 160 ..

320 ..
Total amount as above............ 9204.13
Dednct apprOved to'pre emptors... 320.00

Total acres 8884..13
&1~ctid1li in Red Wing.

T. HI, R. 19, ali ofsectioD 31
"._ .. __ ." u " •••••••••• & •••••••••• & •••••••••••••••• 82

T.1121'&. 19, N..\V..qr..... .. G
.. .. S.W. qr ···.· .. · • .. • ··• 6

631.08668.59
702.40
640 ..640 ..640 ..
Mo, .
nun

'640 ..1>40 ..640 ..
320 ••
320 ..640 ..
640 ..
640 ..

975a.~

160 ..
80 ..80 ..
flO ..80 ..

320 ..
8M ..
600 ..
640 ..
643.0'
634.01
320 .•80 ..
320 ..
320 ..
160 ..40 ..
320 ..
11\0 ..
640 ..641.08
320 .•
320 ..
640 ..
640 ..
:l20 ..
320 ..

9!04.13

639.20
640 ..149.92
151.36



Total .cr~J1 .

'15T.M
78.6,5
80 ..

640.92
640 ..
640 ..
6~O ••

"!i7.91

....

T.ll~, 1ft. ~~. N.E.N!r , , ". 1

:: :: ~: ~fS:~:4~:::::::: :::::::: :::::::: :::::-::: :::::: i
T.llI, R. 19. Illlofseclion ; 1

" " " " ••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.
...................................... 23
.... · .. · 22

SUMM.UW OF 4PPROY.ED LANDS~

Firlt;aedle~,tion, StiI,l,water 6,624.25 a~~el.
Secon 680 ..
Third II 1,920.. II

Four&b U u 2,4.7$;f.48 u

Fifth II II 0,753.47 II

Selection Winonll 8,884.18 II

II Re~ Wing 4.457.91 "

Total 34,7~9.24 II

UNIVERSITY LANDS,SOT YET APPROVED.

1ST, ULBCTlD BT A. VAS VORRES, MAY, 1860.

T.1l6, R.31,N.W.qrN.W. qr,andLolaNol4,5and 6 5
" "N.E.qr : ...•........................• 6
II II Lots Nos. 2. 3, 8 and 9 6

II N.E. ~r of S.E. qr, and lot No.1, and W. hf of S.E. qr 6
" Lots Nos. 10, 11,16 and 17 .. .. . .. 6
" LatsNos. I, 2,3, and 8... .. .. .. .. 7

T. ,t17, R. ,~1, en~ire Sec~iol1.... .. . . .. . . . 8
enhre SectIOn 18

" "Lots Nos. 2,3,4 and N. W. qr, and S.E. qr ofS.W. qr. 20
.. entir.e. Section.. .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. • . . . . . .. .. .. . .. 22 .
II E. hfofSec. and LoIs Nos. 1, 2,7,8.9, lO, 15, and 16. 31
.. Section 32
" N.W. qr of S. W. qr, and Lot No. I. 33

Total .

20, SltLlI:CTBO. BY A. VAN VORBES, OCT.·NOV. 1860.

T.117,R:33. A.E. qr, E. hf S.W. qr"E. hfN.E. qr, andLots
11'01. 2 llnd :1. 18

T. ,~17, R. ,~3, S. ~f : ;. 19
enllre 8eo\lon 20

" " " 30
" •...........••••. ; .....••..•.•..•....•..• 31

T. U7, R. ;l3, entire 8eotion 22
" u " 24

..... · 25

........................................... 26
27

" S.E. ql' ';~ci 'l:i::E: ~f'N:E: ·ci;:~~d·i~i~·N~~: 2' ~~d'3:::: 14
II and Lot No. 4-...................................... 8

193.39
1~~.87

159.91
147.70
160 •.
150.65
640 ..
947.10
566.3&
640 ..
64<) ..
639.70
7u.60

5124.28

399.14,
320.31
640 ..
&40.32
640 ••
640 ..
640 ..
640 ..
640 ..
640 ..
272.7&
43.20

Total .

•
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ENTIRE SUlilIAltY. tI '.6~~ :j I

Total amount of ~e~erv(o, 'I'~ ~ql1are'tilile~,or.: 40 ',680... aeres
Amount of selectIOns approved of. : : " 34,799.24 "

B~lnnce yet to be selected: ........•.. -il,2so.76 "
5,124281
6,lM.33 ~ S~leetedas above, not yet approved ..... 11,280.61 "

ii;so.6i j Bnlauce of Iimd due the State ..•.•..• " --0:15

To lhe BoarcZ of Regents of the University of Ule Sldte of .l'Iinne80ta:

The fullowlog preamble and resolution were adopted by your Board in
July Inst. , ' !

"WUEREAS difficulties have arisen in refcrence to certain note. amount·
ing to several thousand dollars givcn to ALdcn, Cutter8nd Hull, dated
February, 18M), purporting to 'have beenexccuted under tbe authority of
the Buard of Hegents of the Territorial University;

Re~ol1Jed, That Messrs. Berry and Hamlin he appointed to examine the
notes and report at tbe next meeting of the Board the:r opiJion of the
prclper pulicy to be pursued in relation to said notes."

In compliance with the resolution your Committee have examined a
copy of one of the nOles referred to, which read., as follows:
"$L07 19 Saint Anthony, Minnesota, Feb. 24, 1859.

Three months after date for value received, tbe Regents of the Univer­
sity of Minnesota promise to pay '0 the order of Alden, Cutter, and Hull
one hundred seven and In-.100 dollars, with interest althe ra~e of one
per ccnt. per month nntil due; and interest after maturity at the rate 01'
one per cent. per month until paid.

(Signed.) The Regents of the University of Minnesota.
Franklin Steele, President."

Per T. Atwater, Secretary.
Your Commitlec assume what they understand to be the fac.s thll.t all

notes alluded to iR the foregoing preamble are substantially alike, that
they were all given on account of the University bUilding, and respectfully
report as follows: ,

The question which nattlr.llly arises at the outset ill, had the Board of
Regents power to issue notes? We unders(andthe law to be quite well
settled as laid do\tn by Messrs Angell and Ames in their work on corpora­
tions, Section 275, 1. agQ 303, viz :' " that a corporation keeping within tho
scope of its general powers may control or bind itself to do any act at any
place," nnd again section 271, page 292 where the same authors say
,. when the charter or act of incorporation' and nlid statutory' law lifO"

silent as to what contracts ~ corporation roay make, a,s n, general rule, it
has power to make aU such contracts as are necessary and usual in the
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couree ot bthineSs lIS means to en:1ble it to obtain the 8bject for whicb it
wllllcreated and not1e other. The creation of': corporation fo'r a specified
purpose implies a power to use the necessary and usual means to effect
that purpose."

To apply these principles of law. Th" notes in question wer,- all given
prior to the passage of the present law conceroing the regulation and
government of the Uuiversity nnd arc of course to be g~veTlled by the
law as it stood at' the time of their execution and delivery. This is fVUlld
00 rages 350 to 353 inclusive of tbe compiled statutes.

The laws there published are special act,; relaling t<> the University and
we do not see anything in the general statute regulating corporations which
would effect the inq1liry submitted to us. Thc power to issue notes Dlust
be conf,'red or pl'ohibited by expres,; provision or by implication. But
the stat:.lle cJntains no expres~ proviSion on the subject, so we arc left to
implication, By the Act of Feb. 2\ 1856, page 3:i2, compiled statutes,
the R~gcntswere authorized to issue mortg<lge bonIs to purch~se a site
and erect bllild ng", and by the act of MarchS, 18,58, plgJ 353, c()mpHed
statutes, the Regents are authorized to issue mortga~e bonus without re­
striction to any specifieu object. Both of these acts have been exhausted
a.nd neither of them rJpeals or modifies the oliginal Illw providing
fur the establishment, etc" of the University, as found on page
350 Compiled Statutes. except so fat' as those limited am')unts,
of bonds are concerned. So that we are to look at the origi nal
charter for all the light which legislation can furnish ill!, The second sec·
tion of that act, page 3:i0 Compiled Statutes, read as tollows: .. The pro·
ceeds of all lands that may he.ealter be granted by the United States to
the Territory for the support of a Uni \'ersity shall be and remain a perpet­
ual fund to be called; the University fund,' the interest of which shall be
appropriated to tho support of aUoiversity." Section 13th provides amo~g
other things that the Regents may proceed to the erection of University
buildings as soon as funds may be provided for tbat purpose, and by sec·
tion 15, the regents are allttoriz3d to expend sucb portions of the funds
Vlhich by the provisions of this Chapter m~y COlDe under their eootrol as
they m1Y dJem expedient for the erection of suitable buildings, From
these aod an:dogous provislons of the Statute your Committee dra-.v tho
following inferences:

First. Tte proceeds of the lands were originally intended to be a sacred
fund the int rest only of which was to be appropriated to University pur.
poses. This original ;ntention has only been so far modified as to alloW'
the issue of certain fixed amounts of mortg1ge bonds. Of cour:lC it re~

taies its original force except so far lIS these bonds aN concerned.
Secood. The 13th and 15th sections above cited which are tho only

6
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sections from which tho po\Ver to erect buildings can ,be deriv(!cl. aulhor-
~ .. ",'... ., , .. ', . .' ,', -, -" _.'
lze such erection by means of l\ "fald provided" or a fttlld coming under
the control of tbe Board.

Third. That the rn lxim of leg'll construct'on "expressum facit. cessari
taciturn," applies to the matter uu-ler consideration so that inasmuch as
the Legislature ;ave pointed out a p:uticnlar manner of erecting buildings
first by a "fuml provided" and al'terlv{\I'ds by mortgage~ondsevery other
manner is excluded and unmth3rized by law.

Fourth. That tlie sections llbove cibd show that the whole intent of
tl]e Legislature was to limit the powers of the Boaru tl) the expenditur~

of funds lin hand and tho fdct that it w~s afterwards foun'l necessary to
pass two successivc acts authorizil'g !i'n issue of mortgllge bontls furnish)d
a fair ground of inference that without those acts no such power would
Il11ve existed in the Regents.

Fifth. If these inferences are correct, it follows that the Board of
Regents .1 exceedcld their g3neral powers as cllOferrJd by and i:nplied
{rom" the act of incorporation and valid st:ltutory law, in creating the debt
which is the conside,'ation or thrJ note", and of course in m1kin3' the notes
themselves, and so the aU Territorial University as I/o corporation WIl8 not
bound and had uo right by law to dischuf{;e these notes.

Another question which ariges is whether the fOI"n of exec'lting the
notes wlls such as to b:nd the Regency. The rcsolution under which the
notcs were issued reads as follows. viz:

"Resolved, That the Prcsident and Secretary be authorized to s'gn ~n
behalf of the Board of Re~ents the notes to be given to the contractors to
liquidate the amount of indebtedness tha~ shall be found due them after
setllement accurd'ing to the resolution this d.y adopted."

The objectiJn urged against the manner of executing the notes arises
from the fact that they are signed by l\lr. Steele who was not the regular
President of the Board. Even if it \\'ffC, proper to re~ist the payment of
the notes on any such ground there still would remain some doubt as tei
whether Mr. Steele acting as President pro tem at the time when that reso­
lution was paFsed was notjustilied in executing tbose notes if nny persoD
would have been. And cven though thc objection might prevail tecbni­
ellly against ths notes themselves, it couid not of cour.e be urged against
the deht which w;\Si the considemtion of the notes, bccause if there was:
pOIVllr to contract debts of this nature, DO matter whf:ther all formalities
were complied \\"ith or not, it i~ the opinion of your committee tbat tlJe ac'
ceptance of the work llone wouIll amount to Ilo 1atification. See Section
304, page g55 Angell and Ames on Corporations. So .~hat if these_views
are correct we fall back upon the absolute want of authority ontl]e part
of the Board to create any such indebtedness, a. want which n~ ratification
could supply.
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There is one other matter proper to be considered here, and that is the
relation 'which the':UniJeriit{of theStnte' asufpiesent constituted, SUS"

tains tathe old University and its liabilttiM.;· '. '
:Se6tion'4;' of Article 8 of the Constitutibri'is liS follows: ,e The location

of tho University of Minnesota as established by 'existing laws is hereby
confirmed, and said Institution is IlCrcby declared to be the University of
the State of Min'neeota'. All l'he rights, immunities, funchises and endbw­
menhheretofoi'e grantell or conferred are hereby perpetuated urilothe
said University, and all lands which maybe hrreaftergranted by Congres~i

or other' donations (or said University purposeg ghal! vest in the Institu'
tielD referred to in this Section." It is not pei'baps necessary to enter into
any metaphysical discussion of this question. It:s perhaps a fair view of
the matter to Sqy th~t'the position which the present University holds in
reference to the Territorial University is very like that wnich the State of
Minnesota bears to the late Territory. There wa~ a transition from one
political status to another, a peaceful rel'olution, the re~ulls ani eff,;cts of
which are to be determined not on llny narrow technical grounds of strict
legal right, but on larger and liberal principles of natural equity and jus­
tice. By the provi ions of the sectiun just quoted the University of the
State succeedd to ail the rights of the Univenily. To allow the Stat9
University to take possession of and appropriate the pro;>erty of itd pre­
decessor without IIny refere~ce to the just indebtedness of thnt predecessor
would plainly be nothing more nor less than to permit a fr,tud UpOIl credi·
tors, according to well understood principles, The State University so:far
as anything wh'ch it ha, received from the In,titution which it succeeds is
concerned, stands equitably in the position of n trustee. As such trust'.e
it is its clear duty to apply the trust fur.d so received '0 the discharge of
the legitimate indebtedness of ils predecessor as far as necessnry. In
other words whatever the Territorial University onght to have done in the
premises tlt~tlJ1,me thing it is the uuty (If tbe State Unirersity to do so far
as it bas received adythlng from the Territorial University. nut while
such is the evident duty of the present Regency, it shou\u also be recol­
lected that the Regency is also a trustee for the State.

'l'he responsibilities to the StatJ which the present Board has assumed
are as binding and as weighty as any other,. They must be di'scharged
with scrupulous fiJelity. Alld when we tUI'll t) the exnmination of this
point we are met at the outset by the fact that the inde\:,ledness in questlon
was unauthorized aud by the additional tact that the legislation to which
the State University olves itd powers does not confer ar'Y authority bear­
ing up'.n the Clse which was not 'posscssl:d by Its predecessor. There
would seem to be II propriety and m1gnanimity becJllIing to an institution
of Icarnlo& and to a young State of ~oming greatness in a willingness and
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readiness honorably to adjust any Indebtednt'SS ofwbich it bas received
the benefit, no matter how informally that indebtedness may have been
created. At the same tilDe if the foregoing views are correct LIle Board of
Regents is not without further legislation invested with power to make
such adjustment.

Whenever such power can be obtained it will be time to consider the
manner of payment and settlement. In the present position of affairs only
one pruper policy can in the opinion of your committee be pursued in re­
gard to the notes issued to Messrs. Alden, Outter, aud Hull, and t~at is to
declme to take any action upon them.

JOHN M. BERRY. } .
EDW.4.RD O. HAMLIN, COlDollttee.

August 28, lS60.

oLN ACT TO PROVIDE TOR TUE l!:STABLISD~IENT A.ND REGULATION OF TUE ullt·
VERSlTY OF !lINl\ESOTA.

(Ohapter 28, Reviled Statutes.]

Sec. 1. There shall be established in this Territcryan institution, un·
der the name and style of the University of Minne,ota.

Sec. 2. The proceeds of all lands that may hereafter be granted by the
United States to the Telritory for the ~upport ofa University, ~hol1 be and
remain a perpetual fu,d, to be called the" University Fund," the interest
of which shall be appropriated to the ~upport of a University; and no
sectarian instruct:on shall be allowed in such University.

Sec. 3. The object of the University shall be to provide the inhabitants
of this Territory with the means of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the
variou~ branches of literature, science, and the arts.

Sec. 4. The gov~rnmentof the University shall be vested in a Board
of tWflve Regents, who shall be elected by the Legislature as hereiuaft.~r

provided.
Sec. 5. The members of the Board of Regents shull be elected at the

present session of the Legislature, and shall be divided into classes, num­
bered one, two and three j class numbered one shall hold their c,ftices f"f
two years i class numbered two, for four yearE'. and class numbered three,
for six years, from the first Monday in February, one t'lousaud eight hun­
dred and fifty-one; biennially thereafter there shall be elcted in join~

convention of both branches of the Legislature, f0ur members to supply'
the \'8cancies made by the provisions of this sectioll, unci who shall hold,
thdr offices lilr six year3 respectively.

Sec. 6. Whenever there sh;tll bl.' a vacancy in the ollice of Regents o(

- - ----------------_-1
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the UOi1"8fSiiy, from any~c:aUle whatever, it shall J>. tb.., duty of the Gov­
ernOf to IiIl such office by nppoinlment, and the person Of persons so ap­
pointed, shall continue in office until the close 01 the session of tho Legia­
Jature, then next thereafter, lind until others are elected ill their stead.

Sec. 7. The Regents of the University lind their successors in office,
shall constitute a body corporate, with the name and style 'If the" Regent,
of the Ur.iversity of Minnesota," with tho rights as such, of sueing and be­
ing sued, of contracting and being contracted with, of making and using
a common seal, and altering the same at pleasure.

See.8. The Regents shall appoint a Secretary, a Treasurer, and n Vbra­
rian, wuo shall hold their respective offices during the pleasurc of the Bl)ard.
It shall be the duty of the Secretary to recorJ all the proceedings of the
B03rd, and carefully to preserve all it.s books and papersj the Treasurer
shall keep 11 true and faithful account of 11.11 moneys received and paid out
by bim, and shall give snch bonds for the faithful performauce of the du­
ties of his officc as the Regents Dlay require.

Sec. 9. The R,'gents shall hose pOlver, and it shnll be their duty to en­
act la\'\'s for the government of the Univer,ity; to c1ect a Chancellor, who
shall be, ex officio, President of the Board of Regents, or when absent, or
pre\ ious (0 tho electi, n of such Ohanccllor, the Board may elect one of
their own number President pro tem. They may also appoint the requi­
site number of Professors and Tutors, and such other officers as they may
de:JlII expedient; also to determine the amount of their respective salaries:
proddllcl, that the s;l1aries thus determined, shall be sub?1itted to the Le­
gislature for tbeir approval or dissent.

tiec.l0. The University shall consist of five <1e'partments: the depart­
ment ol'Science, Literature and the Arts; the depart"Ilent of L1W; the
dttpartment of Medicine; the department of the theory aud practice uf ele­
mentary Instruction; the department of Agricultur~. The immediate
govern~ent of the several jepartments shall be intrusted to their respec­
tive faculties; but the Re~cnts shall have power to regulate the course of
instruct ion; and prescribe under the ad vice of the professorsbips, the bool~s
Ilnd authorIties to be used in the several departments, and also to confer
sllchdegrees ane grant such diplomas as are usually conferred and grant-
ed by other Universities. . .

Sec. 11. The Regents shall have power to remove any "fficer con- .
necled with the institution, wheu iu their judgmcnt the interest of the
Umversily requires it.

Sec. 12. The uJmi~sion fre to the University nnd the charges for tui·
tion in the sevcral departments thereof, suall be regulated and prescribed
by thc BlJard of Reg~nts; aud as soon as in their opinion, the income of
the UI).ivc,I's.ity fund will permit, tuitiun in all of the departments shall bo



~il~'!t ~~r~~ tp .aU ~tudents in the 3!!m:~, •~~o aro) ~e,~~eI!.~ 9..f ~~~;r~.,
ritory., ." "

Sec. 13. The University of Minnes\)ta, ~bllll be I?cated a~ or near, .~he.

Falls of St. Anthony; and Ihe Regents, as soon as they may dec!'!l·exp~di.

ent, sh~ll pr~'cl]rc 11 suilable ~ite for tb.e erection of the Universitlbilild­
ingg, luid they may proceed to tbe c~ectionof the same as soon as funds
may be pr<ivided tiJr that purpose, after such plan or plans as may. be, ap­
pr!Jved by a majtlrity of said Board.

Sec; 14. The Regents shall have the'power, and it shall be their duty
as soon as the :equi,ite funds shall have been secured for that purpose, to
establish a prcpai'atOly department of said University, ~nd employ teach­
ers f,lr the same, who shail be q uatitled to give in»lrllction in all tlHl'branch.
es of learning usually taught ill at'acemies j which preparatory de partment
may be discontJnued wbenever the Rei!:ents may think proper, "IIlter the
other departments of said Univers'ty shail have been established.'

Sec. 15. The Regents nrc authorized to expend such portions of the
fund, whIch ]:Iy the provisions of this chopter may ,~ome under thbir con­
trol, as they may deem expedient'for the erection of suitable buildIngs, and
the purcha,e of apparatus, a'library, and a cabinet of na'mal history'j and
the selectiun, managen,l.ent and control of all' lands, which may herl'afler be
granted by Congress for tbe endowment of said University, is hereby vest­
ed in the Boord of Regents.

Sec. 16. The Regents shall make II report annually, to the Legislature,
at its regular session,cxl.ibiting the state und progress of the University
in its several department;;, the .course of study, the number of profe~sors

and students, the amount of expenditurC!1, and such other information as
they may deem propel', or may from time to time be required of them.

Sec. 17. Meetings of tbe Board may be called by any seven members
thereof, at suclltime nnd place liS they lIlay deem expedient, and a ma­
jority of the said BO:ll'd sholl constitute a l1uorum Jor the transaction of
bu~ine's. but II smaller number may adjourn from time to time.

Sec. 18. The Regents, if they shall deem it expedient, rna)' receive into
connection with the University, any college within the Territory, upon np­
plication of the Board of Trustees i and such collage so receh'ed, shall be­
come a branch of the Univer3ity, aud be subject to the visitation of the
Regents.

• Sec. 19,' No religious tenets or opinions shall be required to entitle any
p~rson to b'e admitted as n student in said University i and'no such tenets
or opinions shall be required as a qualification for any professor, tutor, or
officer of said University.

'Sec. 20. The legislative assembly may nt any time alter, amend, medify,
or repeal thi... chapter. .

•
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A~ ~ciTTo .iUTHO~fzE THE ;iiGE;~S OF TilE MfNNF.SOTA uNittR1lTY.fo 'MR.
ROW MONEY.

[Pa~Bed F.b. 21, 1856.]

Sec. 1. 11e t't enacted lJy tn:e Legislative As.'embly of the Territory {If
Minnesota: That the Board ofRl'gents of the U niv('rsity of Minnesoh, are
hereby empowered to i,sue bdnlls in the name of the said University of
Minnesota, and under the corporate seal of said University, signed by the
President, and attested by the Secretary of the said Board of Rrgehts, nnd
paj'able at such times and in such manner as the said Board may deem
best, to an amount Ilut exceeding the sum of fifteen thougabd dollars, with
interest thereun, at a rate not exceeding twelve per cent. per annum of
said sum, five IhlHlsand dollars ttl be applied in liquidatiou of a debt in­
curred in the 'purchase of a site for said University, alldten thousand dol·
lars to be expenccd uuder the d,rection of the Board of Regents, in erect­
ing suitable buildings for the same.

Sec. 2. And the saiil Regents arc bereby further empowered, in order
to secure the payment of said bonds, to make, execute and deliver, in the
natne of the Territory of Minnesota, a rnortp;age or mortgages on any lands

now belonging, or which may he;reafter belong to the said University, and
said mortgage Elrmorfgages, signed. by the President of the BOllfll of
Regents, and duly acknowleJged by the said President before any person
authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds in this Territory. and recorded
in the office of Register of Deeds of the county in which said lands 'so mort.
gaged arc situated, 01' in the county to which it is attached fbI' judicial pur­
poses, shall be a. lien upon the said lands, until all S,urDso\ving upon said
bonds are fully discharged.

Sec. 3. And the said Regents are further empowered to authorize by
majority vote M the 'whole BoarJ,any one or more of their '!'lumber to ne.
gotiate the said bond.on such time and terms, and in such places as they'
may deem liest to subserve the purposes contemplated by this Act, and
receive the money therefor.

Sec. 4. Any or all sums received from the sale of tbe bonds aforesaiJ,
.shall be used for no other purpose than fo pay the expenses incurred in
carrying out the provisions of this Act, and {or constructing a suitable
building or buildings, to be used for educational purposes solely, under the
requirements of chapter 28 of the Revised Statutes of the Territory ot
Minnesota.

Sec. 5. This Act shall take effect and ill in force rtoma'\ld 'after it!!
·passage.
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AN ACT TO A'l)'THOIUllE 1'HE :REGENTS OF TnE umvERstTY OF HnmtSOfA,TG

BORROW MOSEY. '~

[Passed March 8, 1858.]

Sec. 1. Be it cn1cted by the Legislature (If /lte Stale (If Minnesota: That
the Board of Regeuts of tbe University of Minnesota, aro hereby empowfri'd
to issuc bonds in the name of the said University of Minnesota, and under
the corpora.te seal of the saiJ University, signed by the President, and at­
testetl,bv the Secrettlry of the said BJard of Regents, and payable at such
times a~d in sllch manner as the sahl Boar 1may deem best, to an amo-.:nt
not exceeding the sum of forty tbousand dollars, with interest tb~~eon, Dot
exceeding twelve per ceut. per annum.

Sec. 2. And the said Board of Rege.nts arc hereby further empowered,
in orc!tr to secure the p1yment of said bonus, to make, execute and de­
liver, in the name of the State of Minnes:>ta, n. mortgage or mortgage~, on
nny lanos now belonging, or \l'hit'h lIIay hereafter belong to the said Uni­
versity, and said mortgage or 1l10rt[agfs, signell by the President (if the
Beard of Rrgent~, nod duly acknowledged by the said President before IIny
person authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds, in this State, and re­
corded in the office of the Register of Deeds of the county in which Raid
iands nre so mortgagea and Eitullted. or in the county to which it is at·
taehee for judicial pili posrs, shntl be a lien upon the said lands until all
Bums owing upon said bonrls are fully discharged.

Src. 3. And the ~aid Regents are further empowered to authorize by
a mnjority votl', nny one or Illore of tbeir number to nego:iate the said
bonds on such time and terms, and in Buca places, as they may deem best
to Bubserve the purposes contcmplated by this Act, aDd receive the money

therefor.
SiC. 4. Tbi5 Act shall take effect and be in force from !lnd .after its

passage. ~

STATE UNIVERSITY CHARTER.

An act ProvidingIor the Government and Regulation of the University or
111 illncsota. Ii

~e it enacted by. tIle Legislalurl oj the State of Minnesota:
.. Section 1. That the object of the State Onivcrsity, established by the,

Oonstitution of the State, at or near the Falls of Saint Anthony, shall be
to provide tbe best and most efficient means of imparting to the yonth of
the State, an education. more advanced than that given in the pUblic



:i~h~iJ, and' a thot'ow~hknowledgl of the hrlDches of literature, the aria
k!i~ sCiences, wiih their'various awlications.
~ S~c; 2:, There ahall be attacbei to the University a Collegiatll Depart.
Ment, in which as soon as may ti~deemed eX[ledientby the Board of Re·
geilt~, hereinafter provided, regula- Oollege Olasses shall be formed and a
Chancellor and the necessary Professors, Tutors and other office,.
el~eteu•
.- Sec. 3. Tbere shall also be I department for the training of Teachers
lor the Common Schools of the ,tate, in which shaH be taught the tbeory
and practice of teachiug, and ciery thing that will tend to perfect the ele.
mentary a~d other public Scllods of the State.

Sec. 4.Tbe University shall,be governed and managed by aBoard of
negents, cQnsisting of the Glvernor, Lieutenant Governor, Chancellor,
and fi.eelecLors of tue State te be appointed by the Governor, by and
with the advise and consent of the Senate, immediately after the passage
9f this act, nnd such olher pers>os as may be appointed in accordance with
• sUbs~q.ent provision." Two of the five per~ons tl,us appoint~d shall
llold their office for "two years, and three for four years. .At the expira­
tion uf their terms, successor. shall be appointed in the aame way for l\

period of four years. 'Wheoe\er a vacancy occurs by death, resignation,
or removal [rom tbe State or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the Gover·
nona fill the vacaocy, subject to the confirmation of the Senate.

Sec. 5. Any persall or p(rsons cootributiog a sum not less than af·
teen thousand (15,000) dollars, sball have the privilege of ~ndowing a
ProfesSorship in the Univers!t,Y, the name and object of which llhllll be de·
lignated by the BoarJ of Regents. Said p~rson or persons shall h!1ve the
rigbt to nominate Trustees fJr the care of the endowment, also an individ­
ual t~ fill the Professorship, and a Regent who shall have tbe ,same right•
• ndprivileges as those appoiuted in behalf of the State.

_Sec. 6. '~he University shall Dever bo under tho- control of any reli·
,ious denomination.

Sec. 7. 'fhe Chancellor's term of office shall be the same in duration
'8 that of Distrit.:tJudge, and his compensation for the per/ormance of his
duties as Chancellor shall besucu as the Legishture may designate from
tim!! to time. .

Sec. 8. The Board of Regents shall appoint a Secretary and Treasurer
".ho shall hold their respective offices during the pleasure of the Board of
Regents. It shall be the duty of the Secretary 10 record all tho proceed.
ings of the Board and cll.refully preserve all ita books nnd papers, ami· be
for8 entering on the duties of the Sl\me he shall take and subscribe au oath
to pertorm hi~ duties honestly and faithfu!!j.

IfslnlI be theduty ot the Treasurer to keep an t'nct and faithful ac- '
coUnt of all mODe)'. recdvld and paid out by him, ,nu befure eUlerini

'1



. U~,()n ~be duti:es of hi~ O!'fiC~i'~'~ sh~ll ta:e ~n4,~~1I¢rlbo"w ~11~~ t~~~l~~
~d faIthfully perfor the uut:es o~"rl'ea.s\~er, ,anu beshatt also gi~e • bOI1~
In the .penally uf ,twenty.five thousand ~5/iOO) dollars con<litionell for the
fajthful discharge of hi3 duties liS Treasir~r, and that he will a~ ~1I iir,\l~R
bep and reildel' I' tl'UO account of ill! ~loriie3,received. by him as s~cli
Treasurer, and of the di~po~irjo!l he ha~ nade Of the same; and that he
will at ~JI times be readj'o dis211arge 'hiul:elf of the'trust, and to pay (}ver
when required, which bond spail have tWI goo~su.retie~ !,ndshaU 'be ap:
proved as to its form and, the sii'fficiency If its surelies by ihe l}oardQ(
ltegeDts Rild also the Audilor ana SecretaI)' of Stall', and shall b~ fiI~d iq:
the office of the latter, 'The compcni1atiot of the' Trea!\~Il'Or ~hall b~ the
same as may befroUl time to time deslgnlllld by theLE'gislatl~re. " '

'Sec. 9, In all ca es where ~pecimens of natural history, and geo)ogic.~\

and mineralogical spctimen~, which may be hereafter collecled,by an¥Qne.
appointed by \he Stata to invesl.igate its notural history lind l'hysical re,
sources, Ihey shall bel,mg to, and be the prtperly of the StateUt:Jiversjty.
There shall also be ileposited in th~ Libr,a:y. of the University,~ c~py.ot
all the la\\"s~ pepotls, Journals 9f the Legi::lalur~' and otber 90ClllI\ent~:

published at the cxpel!Se of the ·State.
Sec. 10. The University shull consist 'of SUC~l dePilrtm,ents as to"

Board of Regents shall determine Jiubject to the proVisions or \h~ act, an,~,
the same may be altered or changed ,~s they may prescribe. The im~~;,
diate government of tlie several departments shail be' intrlisted to t~~
Chancellor I\r.d Fa'~ulty. The method 'and eour~e' of i~struclion· in, ,ea<:h
dl'pal tmed 8hall Lc prescribed hy iheBoarc of Re€.ent~, who, shal) ah~o.
c')n~er snch degrees, nnd grant such diplomas as are usually con/erred by
Univers:tic~, or such othe18 as th~j may dee~ proper. '.

8('c, 11.' 'fhoB"tlrd of Regents shall have po\ver, lind it shall b~t!Jrir
duty to make laws for the government of the University, to eject a Cblln.
celieI' also the requisite number 'of PrOfeSSl11S and TtI'tors, and such othtr'
officers as they may deem ex pedient,a'nll to determine' the amollnt of their,
re~peclive salaries,' except the salary of the Chancellor. ' They'shall have'
the powri to remove any officer cOBneetcd wiLli the institution, w~er tpc
good of the in~litu(ion demands:' '

Sec. 12, The noard of Regents are authorir.cd to expend such portwh<
of the University Fund as they may deem expediel1t in thepurcbase of
apparatup, library and cab'nct of nalural hi,tory,' in providing ~llita9Ie,
mea~s to keep and preserve the saI:Qe, and in the, plocurem~nt pf all.
otht:r, means and faeililies fur giving instruction. .

Sec, 13. The first meeting of the B.arq of Regents llball ge called by
the present Chun"e\l'l' on or before thefir~t Thltrll~il,v in ,4iPrQl in ..t!¥l.
yea~. one tuousand 51i"t1t hnn.dr.~d, an4 sillty,.at the Capitql;, 'P~ .~~~l
meeejDg of the Bo~ s\lall,bo ~eld ont40 ~lIjlr.r~~~ay'9f!l~~. a~t\w:. " ., . ' '.,
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Citl QC $;HJ;l~.4,.ll~bQntJ ulll~s~ At~j&e,.brdet~~ ,)jy..... :lU~jP.f.I;y,M taM
troard or five n,egents.l'he Ch~nlellor m.ay caH!\pecial'lMeti~ (If the
Board when he deems it ~xpodieDt .A, ..~ajflrity of:.sa.id ~,rd .il~an COD­
stitute a ~\\OF"1-ll.\ .t.> do business.

~l!'l. H. T~ Treasur(lr l f tl1q Univo~sity shall han' & suitable set cf
Books in ·V(hic~.~e sh,all keep ~ lj:curllte ~ccount of all transactions rela­
tiv~ lo tb~sale llnddisp:>l\,ition of the University landsa,nu the manage­
ment of the .fund arising therelrfm; whicil.boQlts shall·e.xbibit·wftt' parts
arid portio,qsof la.nd ~lllve been suld, at wbat prices, and to whom, ~nd
how the proceeds have been. iDvestlid, .j1}ld on wha~ se~\Hi,tie8; aud
what land remains unSOld, w¥,esitlJ.I~<t and or what value re-

~~ctivelf~ t: r, :"~ .~ .. ,::, "11 4: ,~,.,; '); ~ '.;' • 't(\ ':.

Sec. 15. No sales of lands belonging to the University sh'llltake1llac6
unless, thesamesh~U be deeidld upon ata regular meeting of t!w Board
of ~~ijltlts, or at.~necallcd for chat purpose, and tbell only in the manner
upon the notice and on the terms which the BoarJ shall prescribe, and
which .is authorized by the Constitution, and no member of the boan!
lshall be directly or indirectly interested in aoy such purchase of such
ands upon sale, and it shall ba the dut;, of tho Boar,j t,) invest lilly such
surplus income arisiDg therefrom, which is not Immediately required for
the purposes of instruction, in United States, or in other well estal>: ished,
interest paying State SLOck~, as a perpetual fund fOl'the purpose of secur­
ing an income to defray tho necessary current expenses as said Board of
Regenti may deem expedien;.

Sec. la. 'The Board of Regents shall make an anual report through
the Secretary which shall cxhibit the state, condition and progress of the
University in its several departments, the dlffereot courses of study pur·
fued therein, tho branches taught, the means and method of instruction
adopted, the number o( Professors and Students, with tlleir name', ages,
studies and residences, the situation and condition of tile University fund,
tbe income derived therefrom, a specific statement of tho amount of ex­
penditures, and such other matter as said Board of Regents may deem
proper to communicate, said rep )rt shall be completed aDd depo.,ited in
the office of Secretary of State, one month previous to tl:e annual State
ekclion, and shall bc transmitted by the GovernoI' 10 tho LJgislalure
when the same shall convene.

Sec. 17. Chapter twentyeig,ht (28) of the Revise<1 titatutes of tho
Terr:tory of Minnesota on pages one hundred and forty-tlvo, one hundred
and forty.three and one hUD:ired an I forty-four relating to the UlIiversity
of l\lllloesola and containing twenty (20) seclions, is hereby repealed,
except so much of Section thktcen (13) us is refill red to in Article nine (9)
Section eill;ht (b) of tho Constitution, IJrovided also that tho Regents of



laid ttni,el'llt,. hereat'tet ~ppolnted ahal eontintle as a body' tb~Ofate_
accordance with Sectioiil (7) or s'aid Chmter twenty-eight (28,) , "

Sec. 18. Tbis Ictahall be h}'force f!'lm and lifter its passQge.
AMOS COGGSWELL,

Speaker orthe House of Repreaentati'",
HNATIUS DONNEl.lLY,

. Prrsident of tbeSenllte. I

Approved, Febnsary fourteenth; one thOlland eight hundred· And' sixty;

ALEX. RAMSEY.
SECBIITABT'S OFFICK, MINNESOTA, ~ .
.; Febrllary 14tA,1860. S

I bereby certify the foregoing to bo a trut copy of tbe original on fili
in tbis office. .' . .

J. H. BAKER,
Secretary of State.


