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Arnold i ~n ett: A Btudy in . od rn T c} nique . 

Introductlo • 

'en speaking of contemporary fiction, in these e rly 

d1.Ys of 1 sp.cond decad of the tw ntieth century, p~r] ps no 

nSMP is norp fr qlen ly 0 our lips than th of Arnold D~nnett. 

It is prob 9 t 1y tru~ th this na p is Olown to large numbprs o~ 

pAopl "1110 hay no relish for hi ares; also t t he has 

~ i~v 1 ' l I "'r of glory (of doubtful sstisfaction to an 
In w~.~h hLIS 

aut l lOr) ..... l6011d d b people hose ad r tion for hi is 

n affect tion. He is, to cert in ext nt, f d. But he is 

not ithout raise, ~it r, ~ro tl e nost rp.putabl critic o~ 

1 
the o. "nt; ind he has 'on goldfln opinion froI!l 0 of 

thoa n w os lit rn.ry jUd)ffi nta e h ve op ost to trust, 

ong tl1p.., r. '111160 D an Ho ells, W 0 h A, on or th n on 
2 

occasion, tv 

1. b5.bl ogr 
? . king f 

·on of 
Trib.l.t fo 

to r. B nnett v~rr w r tio • 

nn t t, Harp . g. r. 1. 1l. 
D nn t t," " "1 l~ . 
Bp nett, " 1 e~ly, Dec. 16, lIP. 



<) , . 

\.side froJ:1 th~ fact thnt in admiring ,r. B nnett it is 

p08sibl to find one's self in very good cO:1pany, it is not 

difficult to find justification for a serious study of a dozen 
1 

or More ti tles frora his pen. U11l'appi ly, the list cannot be 
.h~s a 

nadn 110re i ClU8iv~ for r. Be.nett habit of writing books of 
'Wh?d, 

no conoequonce "was somewhat p~rplexing until Ir. Howells dis-

covered for us the fact that l.r . B~"1.nett wrote certain of his 
3 

books for the purpose of paying incom~ ta.x. Yet even these 

cannot be dismissed altogether; however trivial his subject, 

i r. B~nnett never writen below his best, and he is an acco~~ 

P lis[ ed word-crafter'an. 

Th~.childrpn of his fancy, wh ther conceived in 

frolicBOI e or in t lOU ~htful mood , are acquaintances o..,,~ ould 

P, p. ..dward Henry 1 achin, the "card" of the Five Towns, is as 

vivid a p rnonality as is ;arius Clayhanger, albeit the world in 

hich '.dward Henry has his being 1s as chil erical as Darius's is 

actual. nd all the goodly campa y of people in or of the ive 

Towns - for SOl of them have wandered far from th Pott~ri s, 

ev n af' their cre tor hi self p~s done - are u~istakably livi g 

fel10w-cr,atures. 

1. the North. 2. Grand Baby10.1 Hot ,1. 
Fiv, Towns. The Card. 

Teresa of atling Stre t, 
Hath Joined. etc. 

Gr.1 S~ile of the Flv, Towns. 
Book of Carlotta. 3. Harper's eekly, Dec. 16, 

Tle Old ~iv~s' Tale. 1.12. 
The GlirApse. 
Cln h ngcr . 
Hi Ids LessT/a s. 
Tl~ .~tador of t~n Five To ns. 
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But in the work thLt might be called charact ristic, 

. r. Bennett has claims to recognition other than his ability in 

t' p d,lin ation o~ character. Staf~ord-shire, one of the two 

)r~~t pottp.ry districts of England)~;ndsliterary expression in 
I 

his work, and we are the richer by l{nowledge o~ an important 

and extenoiv, community volved through industrial and social 

condltions showing distinct characteristics. This knowledge is 

never .:>lve1 as economics or as sociology, but always as a dynami c 

factor in the develop ent of I en and YIO en who reve'!l shades of 

char ct,r wa tin (~ in people not of the District. This aspect of 

h is wor places hin with Justan, Trollop, and Geor~e Eliot , and 

ev~n 'it l'ardy both as to purpose and excellence of execut1on. 

Indeed lP. ay b , said to have gone a ste rtrth r than hardy has 

done in 'the Return of the Nati e, even, in his study of nviron., 

I'lent in the nov Is of th J }t'i ve ~'o 'Il18. He brings you to disc ,rn 

t e sonti(m+ f)piri t of the Five Towns brooding over its chi ldren; 

it is as t'-tngiblA and quite as inAvi tabl as th ,old angel t at 

tops the 'l'Own Hall spire of Bursley. Every child born under the 

influence of that gold angel - or ,ven as far off as Iongshaw -

as a man, finds that spirit nor~ed in his idiosyncrasy. This is 

one of the significant features of r. B"nnett's accomplis Ment. 

1. See any of the novels, ego Tho Old ives' Tale. 
2. 1' ho God Hath Joined p 6, (Hlll) 

Helen :1 th t' e } 'l~h Hand, pp0-4, 6 (1911) 
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vf is t~chnique, it ay be said that it is his own -

whatever ito Merits or its lack of th~3. Ue han not openly 

ollow~d modpl~ 't 'o"O'h p rh ps h~ assumes a greater freedom 

fro::l Ii t8r'"ry influence t.l n any wri tar can safoly lay claim 

to. ~ affects to de spise th~ art of most of hisast rs o~ 

En!~lish fiction; o thinks perhaps Georgn oore, who,n he admir ,6· 

ay declareu that Balzac and Flaubert havp 

tau~ht hi nothing; Lo ver, he 0 ns to ca.reful study of the 

brothnrs de Co court, and Turr~l1rt!'S whom I e read in French trans-
1 ~f-4te".", ... i"} j.l(.H.'L ",pUe)I~J! .. ':. 

lation. Tr-';'o /, brinjs ,," as clos~ as I care to get to th person-

a.li ty of lr . T<:noch Arllold Bennett, a.s shown ' in hi9 autobiogr ph-

ical s ke tc'1 s. Upon th8 man thus revealed, I prefer to ak no 

comn~nt except that I hope and believe he gives a truer account 

of hi~sAlf in his novels and essays than in is int rvie s. Henry 

Ja ... S s ys 

It--The deepest quality of a work of rt will 
always be the quality of the ind of the producer , 
In proportion as that int,lligence ib fine, ill the 
novel .. parta.ke of 'the substa.nc of beauty and 
truth." 2 

In lr . Bennett's st dies i hunan lif a d society, 

is n thod giv s the il1uoion f 1 f that s~lection 

eceos ry to rt; n though 1 e gay you life i unsorted c~ln~B, 

,just as V)u find it il~ living it - ith its wand,rings fro 

1. Lit rary Taste and How to For it. 
2. T1P Art of Fiction, London, 1884. 
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the 'lain road alone; by-paths tha. t lead to nowhere; its false 

leadn; its aC~laintances that be~in in pro~ise and are dropped 

t l-rour;h irrelevfl.nt circut!lstances; its lack of 10[5ic and its 

oelodrrn~a - all these seemingly are included, to a degree quite 

at variance with the advice of our depart~ents of rhetoric. Of 

courSA, this lack of sAlection is fl.n illusion, only. It is 

selection with a different aim. This Axposes hio to the charee 

of b0.in~ a catnloeuer; of piling up details, in an aimless, tire-
1 

sone manner; of "leaving his scaffolding up". But it is quite 

0.vident that this charactAristic of .r. Bennett's is the result 

of deliberate intention; and if "the spread of his canvas is 

epic" and his ain to give view of life from tho cradle to the 

gra.vo ith S01e hat boi'ore and after, it would seem tha.t hils 

ethod servAd his p rpone. It has been pOinted out, even before 

are Bennett's t.: ~at lifo is made up of littlA things. Al-

t',ougl o· and then ono of them, seon in pBrspectlve, loons large-

cn1m 1 {);1 16 to its position in relation to the "little things" 

,~ followod or procAded it morA or less imMediatAly. The "turn-

in, point in one's lifo" is not recognized as that when one is at 

it. Could it be so, how nany of the!'} auld be turned differently! 

. r. Bonnett is f r more than a chronicler; his opinions 

challenge you fro every pa~e. Ie has decided id s about the 

relation of man and wooan, husband and Wife, of parents and 

1. F. G. Bettany: Bonnett: An appreci'tion. 
Liv . ~~e. lpr. 15, I l~. 

2. Bennott: •. onur1ontal I ealism. N' tion Dec. 1911. 
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children - rticularly about parents and children. He has ideas 

about child labor and the rights o~ childhood and the tragedies 

o~ chi ldhood. In a ord he } as ideas about a greB. t I'lany things; 

they are good and 1';holosome ideas, a.nd you like hin for them. 

Yet h1s Y.rmner is studiously detached. Rarely doen he 

give you his philospnhy in comment. The sense of his power 

cones qUietly. From unsuspecting indifference we ~ind ourselves 

moved trecendously. e lay by The Old Wives ' Tale, i~ we have 

fallon under i t~) s ell, wi th the thought that li~e in a ore 

puzzlin~ thi18 oven than poor ~r . 'rulliver ~ound it; that it is 

more beau tj_ful a.nd I'lOre torr 1 b Ie; more absurq and More pi ti~ul 

than e so etimes realize in the closeness of our contact with it.-

Two bloOI'Iing girls full o~ joy and eagerneAs, ith change so 

rmbt 1e as to cape Olr perception as we turn the pages, become 

unresponsive, satiated omen, dull ith years; gradually they 

becomo detac () ['rOM li~e, and in the courso o~ nature, cease to 

bf3 living creatures at all. The thought :follo1'18 that this 

invidious ~orc{) is working a like change in us at the ITIoment . e 

feel ourselves 

" oIled round in earth's dinrnal course 
"ith rocks, and stones, and tre s". 

If this 1afnificent objecti vi ty 1 ads us to que tion thp. eaning 

and tl-je 1":00<1 of life, s all TIe ~1nd an answer pOinted by • r. 

Bennett? Per aps lot. rurely not in the sense that George 

aiot ans 81'S t 18 ternal questions she raises in the history of 

'1'O:!1 and. a gie 'l'ulliv r. Yet -- ha he not served the purpooe 

of the artist in havin- raised tho question; in having induced 

us f' r a fnw h :mrs, at least, to look at life dispasnionately, 
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witll0ut tle mental blinders hich are usually deemed an indee-

pAneibl~ part of tho h~rneGB in w~ich we ork at life? Perhaps 

jhp ana nrs to the qlestiono the soul raisos as to wherefore and 

whet"er can bo eivpn only by itself. 'Whether or not Arnold 

Bonnett reve 10 a philosophy of life in books like The Old 'ives ' 

Tal~ nd tho vlayhanr:cr trilogy, of a surAty ho Btinu1ates us 

to contf"l lplate our own . 

Concernins those old catch ords, realism and romance , 

t confusion orss confounded in the output of r . Dennett . 

A colunn of characteristic criticisPl in tl1 
1 

t., +.; ')n is oaded 
2 

".ommental ealisn"; and t lis man of 'hom an early reviewer 

sa"d, "Sone writ rs give you the romance of the corn.onplace; 

hero is the very comnonplace of the cOID"lonulace 
;:) 

han thiC"' 

say for h':'s profession: "'rho ::IaJecrs of Ii ter'l.ture are thosA '/ho 

have seen and felt the Mir culaua interestin ness of the 

Universe , • • •• T10ir live' arc ne long ecstasy of denying that the 

orld i~ a dull place" . This disparity of opinions between the 

revi .or and t ..... p an revie od is not unlike the case of' Henry 

Ja Af', U 1ivorsl1 Ll nc ~ u3 A d f being plotless and y t declaring 
4 

in oorious study of his art that the fir'·t requisite in a 

novelist is ~ story to tell ! It all cornea back of course, as all 

controv roios do to a 1att r of terminology. ;!]hat is a story? 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4 . 

nt10n, Joc . 7, 1911, p541 
thenaenum !ar . 19 , 18?8. 

How to Become an Author. 
'h Art of Fiction . 
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hatis interentlng? and t V1.t in turn depends upon te"lp rampnt -
1 

or person~li ty - one of the basic ele .... lents o:f art. Jhatevor tl~e 

recto:f the orld .ay V'in about "Leonora", the f'ortunen o:f 

t lin ;Ii idlnaged "OMan ,,.ho ref'1l8ed to becone old, is throb ing ,i th 

int rent to r old Bennett. Leavin[5 out o:f acr.ount :for the 

P10'~ nt the It inco 'lO tax" books, no nan ever sought sel:f expression 

in n'f' rt with 'lore 8il1[51enes8 o:f urpose than ··r· Bennett has 

done. His very sincerity is qd irable. Ilia nature being varied 

and complex, th& tternpt to pig on-hole him is correspondingly 

dif'f'icult. }i'or instance, thin " -r~-~eali~t", is more or less of 
tnystl'C. ~ 

1:.1. m"stic; one novel is avowedly ~), a.1d tho l'lOS t of' h':'s other 

boo {s 
'l'1\y sh'c. I 5tTJ ' 

Bennett deals he doe. with are touchpr "'l t h ", . 'lcn r. as 

sup r 1!ltur'¥1 subjc>ctn in the studiously shlple and direct manner 

of hi! every-d~y life stories, the result is no leoo than start­

ling . 

! r. Bennett's major interests are personality and en-

virofiaent. It foIl s th't his plots are biographical rat wr 

t1an episodic. The plot story in the 0 nse of being a s ries of 

ab orbing events leading up to a thrilling climax, doeo not exist 

in his ork. He is absorbed with the mot'vn b': i cOlduct 
1(<2\ 71oyei>sr 

to a.n extent hich places him i th a psyc}lolo"'-~l he 1ry ~Tames . 

1. Richard Burton Lecture Feb. 1910. 
2. If 10 Glimpse. 
3. Book of Carl tt , pp~O,Pl,28 ,47, 48. 
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To show the "miraculous intprestin;;ness" of' the i rl1a: course 
a 

of' life of' the "avera~e man" - Amyth Arnold Dennett is too wise 

to believe in; but w ich is useful to the critics - this is ~r . 

Bennett's purpose. To this end, he conceives his characters , ~nd 

develops his technique. And the nu."Tlber of' people ho will 

share Arnold Bennett's absorption in such a sub.1ect , plls the 

nU!:lber of p ople, ho re ,o.rdless of' matter, will take delight in a 

technique nn.rvf)lously adapted to the authofos purpose, it is saf'e t 

sa:r, will givn r. Bennett an endurine; audience) and a place ith 

the novel-rna~erB of' all time. 



I: SETTING. 

! r. Charles F. Horne, in his adMirable ork on the 
1 

'rechnique of' the Novel, declares that he {nows of' no cri tic who 
2 

contends thRt background is the chief' essential of' a novel. 

But it is quite evident that background in its widest meaning is 

a chief' essential of' ! r. Arnold Belmett' s novels. I know of 

no other study of the interaction of' environment and char cter 

1'(hi h pretendn to such co Ipleteness. loreover, his particul r 

backerourid, th'lot of' a group of towns bound together as the product 

of '1. COIill'!10n industry, pottery-maring, is presented with a unity of 

trel.tment ,hich makes it as vivid and as definite as the pre-

sentation of' a personality. Indeed, the collective 11f'e of' the 

Five '.!.'o·ms may bp !'Iv",\rded as t e ilQSt real impression 1 r. Bennett 
it IS I'r--cpa bly 

achieves; aI /I "'lplishment tt is probablh , 'hich has 
4 

caused hin to be called by one critic "the British Balzac". 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

The 'l'echnique of' the Novel, by Dr. eh rIGS Ii'. Horne, Harper 
and Brothnrs, 1908. 
Ibid p206 
Sel'} t e De'loth of' Sinon Fuge in the atador of' the Fi e To ms 
for a co. pletn picture of' the District; its atmosphere; its 
spirit. The :~tory is Merely an excuse f'or the Setting. 
Li ving 8e, 26q- 1: l-(j. 
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The truth is that in roany of the Five Towns talos there 

is no backgrolUld as such; the interest is 60 focused upon the 

places the pe0ple li V'-' in, the things they do, the other people 

they meet and ta.lk to, that the setting is foreground as proper-

ly as background. In the Hatador of the Fivo Towns the sporting 

passion of a municipality is triumphant; it iF rampant. Poor 

Jos. I yatt iB cheerfully considerate regarding the approaching 

confinement of "the misses"; tho doctor, his judgment conceivably 

biased by his interest in foot ball, has declared that there is 

no prospect of Jos bein~ needed at home for several hours and JOB 

as,urps an inquirer that he should not be playing if it were not 
1 

BO. And yet he ould. JOB lyatt was the moot prot'icient foot 

ball an in thr~ Ii'i ve Towns; Bursley could not hope to win from 

.nype itholt him; and hio puny individual will, all unkno ing , 

is swallov;ed up in the collective 'i 11 of the town. 

The domestic tragedy is shown to be of little consequ­

ence COMparee! to the cocodie humaine of Bursley. The life of the 

to n continues to ork it~ ill to unrelentlesB fulfillment, though 

a thousand moth~r8 ShOlld die in child bed and ten thousand 

husbands, remorseful and disconsolate should fores ear foot-
2 

ball forever. In still another characteristic tre twent, such 

as that in The Old ives' ~ale, the environnents of time and 

space are as important as are the people because they re whown 

1. 
2 . 

.a tador 0 t 0. Fi v'" '£owns, 
atad r of thA Five Towns, 

(HH2) P 185 
p 
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as factors in hu1'nn dcvelopment - not as a background againBt ich 

to n110w humanity. In thiB Ir. Bennett has builded upon the work 

of so late a writer BA ThrnlRs Hardy. r. Bennett has not so 

much insisted upon the pO'f:er of landscape to l'!lould oharaoter; in 

fact the s nop, the breadth, the outdoor beauty of Hardy are 

quite lacKin(5 in the younger artist; not nn.ture and landscape, 

but halls and steps and windows, furniture and oarpets are re-

vPtl1ed [\~ affActing action and temperament and in turn refleoting 
1 

it; it is the dynamic quality of the fittings of the stage whereon 

his playero strut their little hour that the genius of Bennett 

often shows with an emphasiS nef in fiotion. 

There is no still life in his pioture; thinrs are 

shown alwayn in relation to the people who h'wp produoed tho., or 

1'I'h) UBe them and places .r.d people have an organic relation to 

each other. Bursley is not locality in general; it is Bursley 

just as (;layhan pr, if' Clayhalg0r, and not another. Nor ould 

C layhangnr, or Brindley, or Cons tance and ~)ophia, be as they 

are exoept for Bursley. .!oreover it holds the other way round; 

Bursley ~oul' not be s it is except for generations 0_ en like 
2 3 

Ephrai'l oll,rig:lt and Jal1'!es Ollerensha '; the uppinhness of the 

Tory borou~l of Old Castle has aleo had hand in shaping 

Bursley's individuality, and none of them - people or towns -

would l1UVf; been "hat they re had tho earth's crust fuul ted 

1. Leonora: pll 
2. Anno.. of t 1e Five 'l'OfffiB. 
3. Helen ith the "igh rand. 
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alonB a different linn in the region no known an England 
1 

subsequent to the Jrdovician pe .. .'iod of geologic time. It 

folloTls tIVl.t the Method by f!leans of which .ir. Bp.nnett has 

ac11ieved thin splendid universality is of great import to the 

"f studpnt"technique. It is by no means certain that an analysis 

will show it. Technique is 80 little T'lechanical, and so ~reatly 

conditioned by the gpnius of the nrtist, in spite of its goodly 

number of discoverable laws, that the observer hesitates to 

exclaim ,"'lc-lla.! tho .1ethod". The MOSt we ray hope to do is to S8·Y -

the~,p. t:'lings .... r. Bonnet,t has done - This effect he has achieved. 

Your Baedec.:er is not Plore explicit than is Arnold 

Bennett vhem dr.ncr':"binr:; t'le Five Towns. Your L:lpulse to MflP the 
. 2 

District is irresipt i o e. Trafalgar Rood ~lns the length of it 

wit: far-dista.nt Lon~shaw at the south and little Turnhill at the 
3 4 

north end of it. T' phria!:1 Tell 'rie;ht could remember when it was a 
5 

country lane, flan cd by Me down and l1arket gardens, although the 
6 

district is unlearned in agri..c111ture, and has an atmosphere made 

as blacle as its mud, by thousands of snoleine ovens and chimnpyo; 

it :haB a railroad s'st J'!l of 'tf own, because the fine Old Tory 
7 

borolgh of Old Castle - here Edwin Clayhanger went.. to school -

objected to a r ilroad. upon esthetiC grounds and the greil.test 

1- Old lives' 'l'ale: ppl-4 
~ . C l,tyh3.nl;er pO 
2 . ~~~C ap. 
::s. Arma of t} ... ". Ji'ivp. To II 14 ( 1910 ) 

4. I1Jld p')(') 

5. « " 
6. Old lives' rr Ie: p. . 
7. Cl'l. , h'L11 pr: Pl) l-? 
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the ~reatest railway systeI!l in England went fivA milAs to the 

west, which l'1ade all the difference in the world to Edwin Clay-

han8er and to every other Boul in the forever-provincialized Five 
1 

To" n n . Old castle, of ccmrse is not of the District , but is just 

beyond tl Po can'tl w11 ich 1"1ar (s the western boundry of the industria l -

i S!TI peculi3.r to the Pi ve Tol'l'nc. B t'l10fm Old Cast1::; and Burs l p.y 
2 

lies Hillport, where the nore fashionable householders of Bursley 

elect to reside; here in t e dignified eighteenth- century house 
3 

shc loved $ 0 1'luch an' graced s o ell , lived Leonora Stanway; here, 
4 

on the suprene ridgA of Hillport, "ilbraham Hall , concerning w i ch 

Holen Rathbone was nost successfully high-handed with great- step 

uncl f) .TamoD Ollerenshaw, presented its back to the Fi v~ To ns. 

To go from Hillport to Bursley, you go down a hill to the 

rai lroad bridge a t ~'hawport, and up and over the cres t of Old 

Castle Stroet down into Bursley, other of the F':"ve '::.'Ol'ffiS. Therp , 

in St. Luke's ciqu'lre, at t.he eleP.'ant shop of Baines, Might have 

beAn seen on a lonr: ago 'l'huroday afternoon, Constance and fJophla , 

pressing their noses against t e indow of the ahow room, as 
5 

. ag "ie, domestic servantof the Baines ' s e.nerged fro!:l hpr C8vprn-

hor";.p in pearch of ronance. 

The maze Clf old roada and new streets surroundin~ )UC{ 

Bank, Thore wero the business prOM ' 8 «'S of D. c layh ngor, IJrinter 
G 

and Stationer is nuch more compllcatod, still it is quite pocsible 

1. Clayhanger: p2 
2. Leonora: p 6 
3. Leonor~ : p 9 , 11 
4. Helen wfth the iTi8h 'and. 
5. Old. ives' Talo : p 6 (1109) 
6. ClnyhLn ;or: p22 (1911) 
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to find your way about 'oodison Bank and ''ledgewood Street, or 

to follm. Ed'lin Cla;rhan8P,r throu:11 the ne!31ected pasture on the 
I 

say he lei't school. If you went fron Bur,sley along Trafalgar 

road, Fanbridge ay, which in ('OU ~, you v: au Id ~eain have to 

croan a bi 110": of land as yo 1. d.i.n along 1(1 C .stlA f~treet - hieh 

runs at ri~ht ane;le8 to 'l'r?falg!.1.r road -(as you did also hen 

f,oine; to "illport) And the first te:rrace of this hill is Bleak-
2 

ridge, tho second Most f'8.shiriR~llble suburb of Bursloy. Here did 

Ii ttlp. l,iriu~ of the Bastile top t he prosperi ty of :i:is manhood by 

building the house so wonderful to Edwin because it had a bath-

roorl on t:1P f::'rst fl00!' (English style). Still further above the 

soot and B tench of thA 13 ,n'~s of Bur6l8Y was . ' . .'ofts End whore the 
4 

Ridgrays lived wld ypt a little farther on, before you begin 

thp dOf;CP.t into Janhridge , tho cOIDl!lercia.l center of the Five 
5 

TOTmr but t]v" hOl~e of very few of our Five Towns acquaintances, 

Wl'tS tlle 11.~g;hes t public hous!" in th\~ realr:!. J.)ursley people seer:led 

seldol:1 to find occa.nian to go to Longshaw, but Holen of the High 
6 

Hand c n ''! froil th re. You feel it to b· an opinions. ted to n 

offering no inducement for you to talce the ,journey to t e end of 

Tr~falgar Road. It was a nice little spin, however, for a 20 h.p. 
7 

Panhard up to little Turr..hill, althollsh Clough Bank, the last 

descent ist-,11ree 1'111es long, and of a steepness resembling the 
8 

s t'3epnens of the side of a hO'18e. 

1. Clayhangor: p20 (1911) 
P . Ibid ppr)() 
3. Leonora: pPJ (]' (\; ) 
'1 . "Lom Go"! FA.t' ,Toin~d. 
5. T~A Do". A F0Ud.(T10 .atador of the Five To ra) pIg (1912) 
6 •. L l ~r. 'vit'h t,,,,: irr}1:1 ml p 15 (l~lO) 
7. LttadoJ' 0 t'.r' riv" Tamp p ~~91 (191t.l ) 
8. Ibid 
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The only Turnhill people we know are Tobias Hall and his ife , 

who renindo him once too often that she 0 ed the houa A they 
1 

lived in. 

The Point of Jontact between the Five Towns and the 

I' Rt or tJ e or'd ~s tnyne, on the main line of the r~il ay to 

london. 

Pnrh ps people do not quite outgro their childish 

turn of' r'lind f'or t1e story that is really - true, and it streng lOIS 

ns our s()nS(1 of truth, beyond a doubt, to kno that the settin) of 

thesA talo'" of' un- adventure is not the "coast of Bol'Amia" . The 

Five Towns transf'erred to a modern nap of England aro obvlous-

ly Tunstall, Burs leo, Stoke on Trent (Knype), Hanley and Longton . 

And t} e sensation of reali ty isstrengthened to a certainty, shou ld 

you chanc· to t rn or your breakfast plate some mornin T and 

behold tl() logan1 ' orslerl, Staff'ordshire" emblazoned thereon . It 

is n.n ex~nrionce that T1 es you f'eel ~r . Dennett to b weI ith-

in the linitn 04" probability hen 1 e stys that It len ver ana 

1'Th~r(')ver, in 1,11 ,ngland, a WOMan ashes up shp was es u t p 
2 

prodlct or t 8 di. trict . 

Its relation to actuality, ho ev r, is not thr> only 

ay in hich. r. Bennett has secured the illusion of truth in 

, is s ttin). He has A. tri.ck of' piling up dot ils at var" ance 

ith t e behests of Olr rhetoricians. His proclivity f'or fullnes ' 

of' enumeration has been a ral1O:i::lte point of attack ith his critic 

1. 
2. 
3. 

I atador of the Five Towns: p~90 
Old 'ives ' Tale pp3 ,4 (1 9) 
Na+ion Dec. 7, 1. 11, P 541,· Living Acre pI'" 15 1 11 c,) • , , • 
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T tendency is unden.Lablp; it appears on every p gee The vivid-
1 

ness 0 hip ir.:Hl.gining May be seen in the Baby's Bath. 

"A large bath towel wa, spread in a convpni nt place 
on "'ho floor, anr1 on the toy, el ere two chairs facing each 
other, and a tftble. On one chair 'as the Bath, and on th 
other . a ~rs . Blacksha, ith h~r sleeves rolled up and on 

rD. Blaclcshaw was another towel, and on that to 81 as 
Rogp.r (the baby) On the table were zinc ointment, vasp.line, 
scentless eau de cologne, Castile Soap and a po der puff". 

Anot er instance of fullness is t e discription of nna 

Tellwrifflt's kitchen. 

"Anna's kitchen as the only satisfactory apart::.lont in 
the house. Its f 11rni ture inc luded a dreBser of' the simple nd 
dignified kind 1 ich i~ no assiduously collected by 8.I!lateurs 
of' old. oak. It had fOlir long narro shelves holding plates 
and saucers; the cups erp, hung in a row on snall brass 
hooks scre ed into the fronts of the shelves. Below thp 
"'elves er three dra ers in a line, ith brass handl s, and 
be10' the drawers was a large recess hich 11 ld ston jars 
a copper preserving saucepan, and ot .er receptacles- fev,nty 
years of continuouG polishing by a dynasty of priestes es of 
cleanliness lad given to this dresser a rich ripe tone 11ch 
the clevprost trf.l.de-tricl{ster could not hav 1m1 t ted. In 1 t 

aB reflected t1'f~ consci ntio 1S labor of gener t10ns. It 
had a soft and assuaged appearance, as though 1t h n vcr 
been ne and could never have been ne. All its cornero and 
edges had lon loct the asperities of anufactur, and its 
sooth surf'o.ces were r:lar1~ed by slight hollo s s1m1lar in 
spirit to those orn by the naked feet of p1lgr1 s 1nto th 
marble steps of a shrine. The flat portion over t e dra ers 
W s Bcarre ith hundreds of scratches, and Tet ven all th 
see1Ad to be incredibly ancient, and 1n Booe distant post 
to h VA art ken of the Mellowness of the hol. The dark 
Tlood .ork forMed an a.dnirabl background for the croclcery on 
the shelves, and a few 0 the old pInt,s , hand painted c­
cordinp; to son v nished secr t in ir,c nts which t1 could 
only improve, ha.d the look of relationship b birth to th 
dresser. There must still b thousands of xactly s1 11 r 
dre. sers in the kitchJns of the people, but they arp gradual 
being transf Jored to th din' ng 1"00'11 of turiosi ty-hunt rs. 

1. o.tador of the Five To 
2. Anna of th0 Five T wne: 
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To An .0., thi p piece of furniture which would have r'lade the 
Dost taciturn collector vocal ith joy, as mer ly, "the 
dresser" • ~'he had 0.1 "ays lamented that· t containpo no 
cupbon.rc.. 1'1 .&'T'()r.~ of t:r~ fi rf'lnsA range was an old st 1 
kitclPn fendpr ith hpavy fire-irons. It had in the middle 
of itn flat top a circular ll'd ..... ent for saucp.pans but on this 
polisllf~d disc no saucepan was ever placed. The f~nder as 
perhaps as old as tlle drosser, and the profound depths of its 
polish sorved to mitigat some.hat the n wness of the patent 
coal-econoMising range hieh Tullwright had had put in wh n 
he took the house. On the high Mantelpiece lmre four tall 
brans candlesticks w ich, like the dresser, were si1 ntly 
anti ting the-ir apotheosis at the harlds of sone collector. 
Beside these ~r two or three corolon ustard tinR , polished 
to count~rfeit silv r, 'ontl3.ining spices; also an aba.ndon d 
cof~ee-mill and two flat-irons. A grandfather's clock, of 
oak to match the dresser, stood to thJ 1 ~t o~ the fir pIne ; 
it had a very large lit dial ith a grinning face in the 
centre. ThoulYl it ould only run for tw~nty-four hours , its 
leisured mov Dent se~ Ad to have th certaintr of natural 
la , especially to Agnes, for .. r. T,llwright never forgot to 
ind it before going to bed. Under the indo was ~ plain 

deal table, ith white top and stained legs. T 0 indsor 
chairs completed the catalogue of furniture. The glistpning 
floor was of red and black til s, and in front of th fAnder 
laJ 11 list heart rug, I!lade by attaching innUI1prabl bits of 
black cloth to a canvas base. On th~ painted walla re 
several grocers' 11an~cs , d picting sailors in the ar s of 
lovers, clildren crosfin!) brooks, or monks swelling them­
Gelves ith Gargantaun repasts. ~vf'rything in this kitchen 
was absolutp-ly bright and spotless, as clean as act in 
pattens, excppt tle ceiling darkened by fuo s of gas. v ry­
thing as in pprf'ect order, and had the hunanised air of use 
and occupA:tion which nothing but USA and occupation can iI!l-
part to senseles8 objects." 

Itl0Ugh tbe dress r and the f nder and th candl -

stic s a i+i1g apotheo i in Anna's kitclen ar w lded into the 

fabric of t'le story 1 th t 1 t 1"1nis 1 which sets r. Br>nnett ' s 

trea t!'l nt 0 ba.ckr>-bc./,Japart from the usual, 1 re is, n verth less, 

rathp,r mor flarefac d num r tion than .r. Bennett uses in his 

later ork. Hore and lore h", nak s lis Atails not clipped at 

all's to profus ness, set forth his whi sical satire, hi pungent 

psychology; or achiev ,the . sensuous, the intell .ctu 1 or the 

spirituftl nt' ()spluH'A for wh1ch he is str,:,vi"ng. 

Perhapo a fair pX3.r!l.ple of 1 r· Bennett at hi. d f' scriptive 
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best is tle Bond StreAt 0 aptpr of th Glyrnpse. 

"Flags were wavin~ in Bond utreet, from staffs p,r­
pendicular on tIe roof A, and from sta"fs hor "zontal on the 
facades. Th.y aved continually in the sunil.t breeze as 
thcn 1 they er a natural and n cess ry expression of the 
triuL1phant ~lory of Bond Stre t, d monstrati!18 that there af' 
n6thing li"e Bond utrep-t, in the world. nd probably there 
W<l.<~ not. Next door to t. '" R1ltland Gallerien as exposed a 
collection of leat1ler goods to hich had contributed every 
11"no '11 quadruped i th a hide to his back. Gazing into those 
lnrge ~nd crowd d 'indo s one was convinced that no activity 
of 1m an existence could be correctly carried on wi thout 
leather mounted in silv r or gold. One could not I!lar the 
hour nor the day of the month, nor the year, ithout l.ather; 
nor strike a match, nor eat a sand ich on the moor, nor write 
a letter, nor pray to nod, nor use a ~irror, nor gird one's 
loins, nor id ntify one's dog nor one's cat nor evpn one's 
self, nor smoke a oigar ~t nor give a fiv r to n lady, 
wi hout this indispensabl 1 ather. It as l,ss an adapt -
tion of len.th,r to lif than an adaptation of lif to leathor. 
An astoundin~ relentless ingenuity had exp,nd,d itself in 
forcing life into a mold of len. ther, and fi t ting i t t}H~re 
exactly. And tlrough tle glassy portal on. glimpsed vistaa 
of more leath~r gleaming with silver and old, of leather 
put to odd r and still more odd uses, receding inward f r 
into the entrails of London. Boots alone er issing fro~ 
the menagerie; doubtless an ov raight, a tempor ry failure 
of the crea ti ve ing nui ty. A gi hied 1 gend on the indo 
showed that this r rJarkabl house had existed since 17.7, 
and that the cro ned h .. ads of Europe availed thems Iv s of 
its cleverness in order to reign in leather. 

Th, next houle contradicted thin on~, and proved 
thlt reciouA stones ere tIe basiS of a proper cone ption of 
life, that lifA as impossible froM. morn to va ithout 
precir)'l s stones. Behind the indo s cav succ ded cave 
of pr cious ston . into the entrails of London. Th second 
house, too, had been establish,d in the eighteenth c ntury, 
and it las rittpn that th prine B of th arth furnished 
their diadems ther~. And tn.es6 t 0 hous s w re squeezed 
close tog ther, so that only a brick separated lapiza~azuli 
frOTl alli ;ators. For in Bond Street the ealth xceed th 
spac. Aft~r nrecious ston s ca1 orchestras and s ts for 
theaters and op.rar, P cked closp ag inst the ton B. nd 
t en cigars and cigarett s, nothing but c gars and c gar tt.s, 
the largest cigars and t1e s~ llest cigarettes, th 1 rg st 
cigarettes and B allest cig rs that f ncy ever f f:hionp.d . nd 
th n Buddenly, without the ante of q,n inch, 1if became 
range of neckties, A.nd naught in this world or the n.xt 
mattor~ except the color and knotting of a neckti. And 
then, 1.n a great building, with a mo ic pavement in front of 
it, and a naMe ov r it i11u r" 0 a beyond th nam B of kings 
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the frock of the odalieque, B cr~d, my-et rioue, a"ful, con-
sumran t~ , in~ffable; shrine guard~rl b~r h~ro~s wear in 
medals! And to plnc t the high ministr nts of th~ shrine 
s e ef.1 d nOT' to be th~ 8upr~ne pri vi ' of th~ ,Hlle . nd 
then whips and s mrs! nd then heacis of hair ! And then 
little ca:PA and S"~AtR , a rond of them vaniAhlll~ di ly into 
th~ entr LnS f)f London. And t'len engravings aft~r Leonardo 
da Vinci and aftf"'r .r . ArtJur H Beall ! And then leather 
again! Thr'" q tartars of a sel'ried I:lile up , and three 
quarters of a serried mile down: all the housen d,pending 
on each othol' for support , and waving to .ach oth .r ''leS8 Ses 
of t~1e luxury and spll'mdor of n unrivaled civili7-ation ! A~ld 
equipa[;f"'s conprL,int; "i th equlpal.~ ,s in t l narrow def'ile 
and noguls, incas , pro- consuls, eunuchS , u Burers , sultan , 
houris , mandarineflfles, and s ,riou8 ladies gettinl, ':'n and out 
of Vl~equipae; s and in and out of tht" shops , serene in the 
consciousnes8 that thAr~ was nothing nor~ corrnc t tlan this , 
and thl'l.t in the hole streot not a single neces ary of life 
could be discovered!" l 

are Bennettts method of de cribing a room, ~t first 

blush, resembles an invoice , a catalogue a he hinself calle it . 

But in all this emmeration of particulars i di cer lble 

purpose qui te above cat'l.loguing; the adroit ati e 01 thp, Bond 

Street passage is Intc ed by the a ic lble faMiliari ty of the 

picture of tl-,e Clayho.n ~er si tting-rOOI'l . You kno th' t roon above 

thB shop not ~n n. stranger ould re Bmber it after a chanc p vi it; 

bu t r. ther as .agl~i e and C lara and '.dwin knew it , even 8,S .r8 • 

Nixon ',n0 it 'ho d wted ever~- articlB in it , presu a.bly, at lea t 

threp ti cs a wee'. You kno the advantageB of the situation of 

Dairus t S c air : ht'n he as ea ted " thE) piano could not be 
pla'ed becau e there 'as not sufficient pace for t e tool 
bet een tle piano and his chair; nor cmlld the fire be 
onde up ithout cliBturbin~ hi bBcauae tle japa.nned coal- bo 

1. 
2. 

a. on tl'e sa Ie side of thp he rth rug a the chair". ' 

"The ponition 0 ~r. clayhanger' 
detail apparently triflin, - was in reality 
fluencing factor in 11B f mily life, for i~ 
fathpr ' s pre Ance ob AS ed the room. And t 
altered, for it depended on the "indo the 

The Glinpre: pp15- 18 (19 Q) 
C 1l3.yhanger: p4. (Unl) 

efl.BY chair -
a trongl~T in­

th t the 
could not be 

i do too 
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sr:mll to be qui tA efficient. hen the children roflected 
upon the listory of t ,eir c ildhood they s one import nt 
aspect o~ it a long serieR of detached hour spent in the 
sittingroom, in a state of desire to do BO:1ethinr; i;,hat could 
not be done without diaturbing father, and in stato of in­
diciaion whet er or not to disturb him". 

The recurrence of the Five To ns etting in tale fter 

tale, from the econd novel, Anna o~ the Five TOlm , 1902, to 

t e lqteA~ appeari~r seri 11y, 1913-1914 in Harper' 

"T11C Price of Love", definitely pI ce Bennett it1 Blackmore and 

I rdy as a novplist of locality; e en with B rrie A noveli t 

o~ a sin~ln torn, for, ~ith two exceptions, all the torier are 

of Burs lqy. . ie see "Old Bo ley" fro widAly varyi! g angles; e 

'now it G. eshack ly tt new it 10 was blood, bone and sine 
1 

of Bur ley since t'1C nind of nan ran not to thp. contr ry; we 

know it aB Arthur Twemlo. aw it fter 1e h d been twenty-fl 
2 

yeq,rs a Ne ' York merchant; we lmo it as it earned to Can t 
4 

e 

nce 

BaineR and Fdwin Clayhanljer 10 11 d never khown anyt 1ing beyond " 

it and sit thrur,t i taelf upon the at-toniahed pprehen lon of 
5 

the self-donfident coremac expert from the Brit! h u eum. ·e 

view it wi t t ,,,, J~res of M n nel 1'1 id, int and inner, youth 

and .,e, thn l1lilrlble and the T'lighty; nd Bursley i the Ie st 

c~an~in; '1 l"nt; it ch ngea slowly, impprc Aptibly in re pon e 

to 0 , collectivG hum' n ill, yet unmi takably every n n, om" .. n 

and chi.tel )ours la.r'T of hin imp ct i th thn town in 1i oul. 

1. Leonora: p r 4 - seq. (1911) 
R. Ibid: p 46 

Old Divos ' TalA: P 496 (19n9) 
4. Clayl1l11ger: p :')~1 (1910) 
5. Rtador of thA Fiv Town: pp f - seq. (1912) 
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It is this accoMpli rnent J lch M rks Bonnett a.s noveli t of 

locality in ~ c~reful senso. .9 fronts tho tank fairly, and 

te lIs you of hi:~ purpoHe to aho' a char cter not to bo :found out-

oidp tl18 Five Towns, - impossible that it hould be fOlIDd ny here 

else in the ~hole {orld except in the Fivo Towns. He even sho 

you why. TJ t i~ the ay we thinie and act and fool in the Five 

To 'ns, h0 says in Affect OV8r and ov r again. And you p.e a 

casual rAl3.tion between the hard, monotonous conditions ot: labor 

in the pottery banks I'll l. the coal pi ts, the beauty of grass nd 

f 10 ('I'a evorl8.atin~ly crushed O .... lt by soot a.nd cinders, and tho 

downrt~ht, r01entless untender ca e of the Five Towns mind; be-

tween t11e separateness from the main r~ilw y YHtem ot: thp. country 

n'1 the narrowness nd egotiil!l ot: i tB opinion between the prox 

imity of death in pit nd f rnace nd thr1 grin Bur ley humor; be-

~ tWAen tho hardnesB of wrfHltine; 1.J-· ... ' ~~~o~od and wealth fron cl y and 

co 1, and tl'e genuine quali ty of the Five Towns virtuAB. t i 

genetic trea.t,nnt of setting : i • Bennott's use of det 11 i con-

spicuous for boal.l.ty as woll aB cloarneRs. othing rel'l ins com""on-

p lac , W]lOIl touchA -i h hie im gin tion. He looks upon th orld 

and finds it all good; in his orm words "the lif of the liter ry 

man is onr) Ion" r)cstacy of denyinG tlat. t he world i a dull placf'" ~ 

and frOM hi accomplishment one can i;pner lize a ell i terms of 

boauty. 

On the evenin ~ of Fdwin C 1ayh nger t B fir t v i. a . t to t .O 

Ore;reave , he i eized with the idea of gazin~ a.~ain on his 

f thor's new hou e B e is about to return home: 

"Behind h'rn a thn li .')hted hou e, in front the gloom 
of t1P 1 wn ending in ruberie ant gate , wit} trect 
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lanp beyond. A.'!1d tl1ere wa i1ence, ave :for the :f at 
1'1rnace braa trings, comine over undultl. tin~ fli les, hich 
thq people of thr. Five Torms hearing then always, never 
hAlr. A great deal of diff'used light :filtered through 
the cloudy slcy. The warm wandering air were hUI'!1id on 
t} () cheek. He DUf't return hOPle. .ue could not st nd 
dreaMing all night in the gardAn o:f the Orgreaves. 1f 1 

The oinutenesB of his observ tion is illustrated by a 

charactpristic diocription of a funday eyqning in early ~;pring : 

"He waw now sure of it (that thq f'ro t was break­
ing) The mud, no longer brittle, yielded to pre re , 
and there wa~ a trace of dampne. in the inter tice 
of the paver'lfmt-bric ~G. thin ra - mist was vi ible 
in huge spheres round th8 str et laI.:1pa. "he sky waa; 
dark. 'l'he l'e people whom he e1 counter8d aee'fled to be 
out upon nyat riouB errands, "eerned to emerge strangely 
fro,'l one gloom and strangely to vanish into another. 2 

... ore rarely h. dra s a picture :for i tEi own s ke, 1n 

this vivid bit: 

"He CrO!;A (J the damp er RS and :felt thA breeze nd 
tlw ('un. 'J.'h- I v was a moving l'1edley of' (;h-ne68 wlite 
and Prussian blue, that h rmonised adr.lirably it t e 
Indi ':1.n r8d arc' TO which :framed 1 t on 11 id 
'l'l1e high treeo .J...l.! t 19 g rden of the vrereave were 
turning to rich v8llow and browns, and dead le vea; 
s lantecl slowly dOTm :frofl their sumoi ta, felf reaching 
cven tle Cla.yhan~er garden , specking its vergr en lith 
ochre".~ 

A more characterin t.ic MA.nipula tion of et tinr; i thi 

:frOM Leonora: 

"The long garden front of the digni:fied eighteenth 
century hou e, nenrly the last viII in Hillport on the 
road to Old C tlp lfa e.tended be:fore her •. he h d 
played in that house A a child, an1 as a O~Rn had 
wa tclled from i tB llindows, the year go by like a pro-

cession. T~at house was her dOMain. Here wa. the 
supreme intelligenc~ br)oding creatively ov~r it. 

1. C 1 yl' l.l1)~Lr p . 56 (191r.). 
p lr,4 2. " 

" p 571 
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Out of '80115 and f'loorl and ceiling , out of' atatts 
and paRsa.gAs, out of f rniture and wovpn stuffs, out 
of .: tr 1 and nartl1er are, she had made a hOMe. From th 
lawn, in thn beautU'ul sadnel'5 of the a.utumn evening, 1 
anyonp i6ht have seen and enjoyed the sight of its 
high }ronch windows, it~ glowing l'5un-blinds, its f int­
ly-tinted and beribboned curtains, its creepers, its 
gli~p8es of' occa ional tables, tall vase , and dre sing­
oirror. But Leonora, as he sat holdin~ the lettnr in 
hnr lonl'; ·h':' te am, could call up and Bee the interior 
of every room to the Mort ninutp. detaile. She , the 
house istress, knew her horne b!1 heart. She had tholC1' t 
it into existence; and therp. al'5 not a cabinet ar,ainst 
a all, not a ru on a f'loor, not a cushion on a chair, 
not a knic macl{ on a "lantelpieco, no R, plate on a rac , 
but ad co~e t ere by the design of' hpr brain •••...•. And 
now t is creation of her ,thi complex structure of 
mellow brick-. ortar, and fine chattels and nice 
and luxuriollS habit, seeI1 p d to Lnonora to treMble at 
t 18 whiaper of an eniO'latic meaaage from Uncle 1 eshac 1." , 

T1is aspect of inaninate thin s, at once ineome 

and truthful is a cl::=trn.ct ristic of r. Bennettts. 

In Arnold Bnnnett there is the ~odern spirit of preci e 

obef!rv'l.tion and tr lthful reporting carried to the n-th power. He 

sees no clelrly ani r9nort so accurately that each tl-}1ng fro the 

least to t e greate t stands out sheer in it idiosyncracy . e 

use it frol t}nt vie' ~. Are in the Bcheme of t .ings, it is all 

i portant. T e c01plication of his ta k is th9.t ·r· Bennett 

kno s nvor'thing to bo i portant; hence his fullnes hnnce hi 

of'f'ec ivonn~s with hi fullnes. The diecrintion of the Baine' 

kitchnn off'nrs an 1l1u trative study: 

" •••• 'ra e Bainee as Makin pastry in the under-
round ki tcl1en. Thi i tchen ••••••• had t 10 l'lyS tory 

of a crypt. The stone step~ loading do n to it fro 
t e l()vel of Aarth ere qlite unlighted. You felt for 
then ith the f'pet of f ith, and hen you arrived in 
the kitc nn, thn kitch n, by contro.et, B e ed luminoll'5 

1. "':1-1e beu.,-tiful sadness of the autumn evoning", i 0. touch of 
thn pa tl1etic fallacy UT lU uo.l with Bennett. 

2. Leonora : pp 11-1. (1 ()'"') 
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and gay; the architect may havo considered and intpnded 
this effect of the staircase. The ki tc11 n sa day 
through a wide, shallo windo whos top touched the 
ceiling and whose bottom had been out of the girls ' 
reach until 10n T after they had be,un to ,0 to chool. 
Its panos were 8m 11 and abo11t alf of them wprp of the 
' knot ' kind throu h which no object could be distin­
guished; th otJer Jalf WAre of a later d te, and 
stood for}1 arch of civilization. 'J..'he vie. fro!'} the 
window cor c1':"3ted of the vast plate-glass indo.,; 6forbhe 
newly built Sun vaults, and of passin/; leg and skirt • 
A strong wire grating nrevented any excess of illumi­
nation, and also protected the glass frOM t~e caprices 
of layfnrp~ in King ftreet. Boys had a habit of top­
pilg to kio with their full trengt at the gr tinge 

For-get-me-not on a brown field orna. ented the 
walls of t}~e '{i tchen. .L ts cei ling lVas irregular and 
griny, and 1 bear.! ran acros:' it; in thi beam E'lre 
two hooks; fron the. A two hooks had once depended the 
ropes of . Gring, TlPlch used by Con. tance and . 'ophia 
i1 thp old d\lY before they ere rown up. A largA 
r n~e ~topd out fro, tle all between the tair and 

'I-,e T/i lldo' . • 'I'] roo t of the furni ture cOl'1pri sed a 
t ble - a~ainst the ,all oppo ite the range - a cupboard, 
and t,'lO 'indnor cllairs . Oppooite the foot of thp steps 
was a doorway, ithout a door, leadinrr 0 t '0 larder , 
dimncr even than the kitchen, vague retre ts 1ad r 

vi ible by :hite ash, h re bOils of mil, dish of 
cold bone., and re'"'laindors of fruit-piea, repo,ed on 
8tilla~ea; in tIe cornpr nearp. t thp kitchen as a 
r,rea t n toen in 1'1 ic 1 tll broad T. a kppt . not! or oor­
l'lll.'r 011 t, 19 0t lor td0 of the lei tchen led 0 the fir t 
cOl.l cellar, 1 re m' al 0 the slopstone nel tap, and 
thence a tunnel took you to the second coal cpllRr, 

ere coto a he. ore t r d; the tunnel proc ed d 
to a di t~nt infinite i ~l yard, and from t 19 ynrd , by 
wa:r, behind l.r. Cri tc 110 '8 hop, YOU co Id fi lly 
onArge, n. oni hed, upon BDoughar.l ~'treot. 'Ihp sense 
of tIe va~t-obAcur of t oao region Jicr began at 
tI, top of t~e kitchen atep and ended in black cornera 
of' lardern or abrupt ly in ... he cOl'!lMon dai line s of 
Brougham btreet, a ('nsp. '\ich Constance and .,ophia 
had acqlirnd in inrancy, reo aine It~ h malmo t 
Ul iMpaired as t ey gre~ old." 1 

To giv t~$ hole retting i obvio ly i 0 ,ible ho -

evor illin? nn author i·ht be to do o. It doe~ not pasA beli f 

tl n.t 1 r. Bennett's art crA d could find u e for t he pattprn of 

th all p p r or tho number of th dog t x; noth':'ng is 1ncon-

eAO' e~t''l.l to his meti "Alection be'lf': a npen,. it 
1. OIC ves' ~ale: p 
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of nracti ce, ho Avt'r, tl,e cr lX of the question bAcoPles the 

pri'1cip1c of F.le1ectiorl - thp aim conserved by selection. 1 r. 

BAnnAtt's aim is to produce the illusion of no selection at al1-

of reprod'lcing the comp1At') environ'"1ent. "hit tAver is, ie impor­

tant. And it is l3imple ju tice to 3'y thn.t hia a.rt is equal to 

his t' cory. NonA of the foolish things that have been 3aid of 

1 r. Bennett's method, and thero have boen a gre~t many, has been 

lesH discerning than 11e cr], ticL r:J. of his handling of the Botting. 

P"'rh!1.pA it i r; not too Pllwh to 89.y that his r;enetic method l!lcunts 

to n. nAW gonre in 1'ic+,i va rio ting, :for it is quite nnother thine; 

fro, thnt URe of landscape madp faMiliar to us by Fliot , Dic pnn, 

or .Aredith. It is hOFever, akin to Hardy's use of Nature in th 

.'otl1rn of t;1A Jia ti vo, or in thiS pas: age :frol'! 'repo of the 'Urber-

"A id the oozing futness and warm for ents of Froo 
Val A , at a senson W1Al1 the runl1 of juices could alMost 
bn heard be10 the his. of fertilization, it laB im­
poseiblo that t e Dont fanciful 10V'e should not row 
passionate. ~he ready hearts exiHting there rerp im­
pregna ted b~T their nurroundings I • 1 

, "onnett;,. len ... d;rect ' ... "he evoll.ltion "f the human .. r. ;)". ...., _,oJ...· - v 

and non-hu"1'l.!1 p1er:1ent:~ of life, and their inter-relatione 1. impli-

cit, no~ expre. s~d i story. .nd it is not 50 of tAn a.ture, 

0.. ~, projoct'3d into tho rmviron.."ent he ha3 created or at lea t 

ay of 6howin~ the 

CO!1Req'i'mC) of human <l.ction fastened upon the children' c ildr n. 

In tl1i~ fro~ t ~ Gli pRe, onG i6 reminded of Thoreau's eatiric 

picture ~f hU:"'lanity at a <lead set because of the flrniture it 

1. \'et~A of -:-,116 D'Urbervi11en, by ' ... hoI1aa Hardy. 
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rou, t carry about: 

"Tha t T/hich h i.d always lropres' cd Ele I!lo:~t about 
them •••.••• 1'1'i.S t1 G enorni ty of the physical apparatus 
';i th which L 111"Y had Rncumbered mer exi s tence, th e corn­
plpxityof it and tle co tine. B. Tley were hAlplese 
without slaves, yet they had abolished lavery. Tlere 
WGJ'n tpn tho 'Nmd wheell in my sight, and t ley all h d 
to bo W8S'e( ovor~r day. ~d t At was nothing. ~~Bre 
wer" 'ordp.s 01' o. len in my sight who rous t 6 tand limp 
eVf!rv si ho·;rs whi 10 oth0r wo an hooked clothes rcund 
their bodin ••••••• " 

In no pha.se 01' }li ark is hg more charRctpristic than 

in his nf)ttln~. .it eives a unity to th'? ten or t elve noveL h&JB 

fifteen nov~l- 'r'ting ye r have produced, whic} CUBS you to 

world of the Fivp Towno - little, yet large nough to Plirror 

hunan nature - is th~ unit he hRe made. 



II: AS AN INTrRPRET ~R OF CHARACT.:R. 

In the modern novel, born as it as of hu aniAm c rried 

a mighty leap beyond h r the T irteenth Century Renais anoa, 

had ta' en it, characteriz lion must re aln the 

pivotal quality. Whatpver ele it may have to a distinctlv 

der;ree, characterization the novel mu t have to be a nov 1 at 

all. The rpy tone of t.e r-tructure i that any hUP.lan bping ie 

absorbingly int restinr, if you can eee him and kno hi a he ls. 

The disadvantage of expElrience is that e all go about, r.la l{ed 

fi~uren, jostlin; each othpr at every turn, fa liar but un-

r've lei - even the sense of mystery usually una akElned. In 

Society, men try to conform; to t ch onl ,t points of 11 en a, 

and the nderful thing of all creation, indivlduall , pp.rsonality 

is ~t best but diMly apprehended. In on sense it i )~t alno t b 

Baid t at t}o nov 1 exlsts to bviate this fla in expori nc. For 

the novel searcle out idioeyncracy; it rev als, not conce Ie, 

th~ f f personality. And its po er lies in the dual 

aspect of per anality; the theo ophi tn have figure hich r -

presentn this nost forcibly. They lik n the oul, ho 

xiatence they strivA to lose in th blp s d 
1 

t t of 

separate 

ivvana, to 

thp centrll sun and its effulgent beam. At th circumf renc th 

et rnal varioty; at tle center th et rnal unity. TIlile 

1. 1 Abenyrlanda: The Univer a1 lnd, p 47 (19 . ) 



it is not given to the occidental mind to desire to Make the 

hard and painful journey from his position ot' consciousness at 

the circunforencA to consciousness at the center, still the figure 

serves adl1irably to vivify the dual aspect of our nental life-

our parsonali ty and our cor::b!lOn hura~ni ty. I t is the province of 

great literature to nake us see ourselveo in the brtl.in children 

of the crea ti VA I:lind . Ia.go, Lady .acBeth and Le~r; Joseph, 

::J vid and t r' .. a8dalene Ii v~ for us because they live in us; like 

answers to like out of the great deep of our common humanity. For-

ever 11k and forever unlike, the great mystery of existence. 

Personality is preciOUS, and it is the noveliot'e function above 

all else to reveal personality. As his men and women rouse our 

synpathies and stimulate our realization of life, must the success 

of thp novolir,t be gaur;ed. His use of background, his ability 

to construct a plot; his revelation of a philosophy of life-

all Axint but in conplpoent to his power of creating character. 

'£"6Y Dunt GArVe his characterization or they can scarcel~r eerve 

hiM. 

. r. Bennett's power of characterization is 80 unu ual 

th tits Bor ewhat irrerular manifestation is a little puzzling. 
1 

In 1is first novel, "A Ian From thA North", the central fi ure 

i. s01ewhat unconvincing as a personality. ether r. Bennett 

wao attenptln to pictur himself or not, can hardly be con ectur­

ed; that the nateri~l 10 larg ly autobiographical i ,vident 

nOl~h to an'one ho read the book in conn ction ith "The 

Truth About an Author ." 2 

1. A an li'ro I th Horth: Lonnon 1898. 
2. The Truth About an Author: London 1.00 
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l'hatever of' virili ty he P.lay lack, how vel~, tho "Young 

~an" , Hich'trd Larc 1 , shoTH~ the pro~iBe of' thu t power l r. Bennett 

has :30 ric Iv divulged in the whole galax, o-r the Five TO .... 71 

books - that of' showing a phase of' personality having qualitie 

dun in J;l. ea. urn to locali ty. The" dOl'mrigh tness" of the iv, 

Towns is urmistak,ably evid nt in Hichn.rd ~arch. by the rive 

Towns pnrsonallty should be 80 downright, Ir. Bennett doo n't 

atte~pt to 8 y in t} s book. That is one of' th most notable 

acco~plishnent6 of "The Old ~ive8t Tale", "Clayhanger", and "Hilda 

.ir. Bennett was too much afraid of' f'eeling in the early 

days to cr~atA men and o~en ho grip you and live ith you. In 

an amazinr,ly hort time, h. LS to hand 1 th; throb ing ele ent 

of lif'e it o re to ch. '_h econd novel, Anna of' the Fiv 

Toms, is ~arred by none of' the dilettantia of' the fOrst one. 

Ther n 10, in Ann Tellwright, the most convincing, as ,oIl aa the 

mo. t insome of his o~en, that fine restraint hlch 1 al~ays 

to iotin,uish hin, but neverthAless, therp is genuine passion 

in littl Ag es, in phraiP.l Tellwright, in illie Price, - and 

above 11, - in Anna, h rs If'. 

In Anna Tell right is the delineation of' a nature m r -
1 2 

edly strong and reserved, yet ao blended ith mildness, a eetneaa 

of' te per n a ~o -ty 1ich still ha in it no touch of' self'-
3 

d preclation, that it a' largely dominated through life, by 

1. Anna of' thn Fivo ?o 
2. Ibid P 
3. " p18 
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1 
natures essentially inferior to itself. H r father, the miser, 

p 

Ephr i·1 Tellwright, dominated everything and everybody i th 

whom hl1 caPle into contact - excl1pt the complacent esleyan 

Latron , ~rs . Sutton - who annually inveigled a gracious 6 ile and 

~ tWl1nty pound note out of him - an accomplisrulent not to be 
:3 

matched by another. Therefore hile it did not indicate weakness 

in Anna that she beca'lle sub.1ect to him, a lif'e- lon subjection to 
4 

a f'~t~er undoubtedly prepare the way for subjection to the husb nd 

and to t~e conventional bondu of' society. Then too, Anna was 
f) 6 

sinTularly 10 aI, sin~u1arly unafraid of pain, sin~ularlr f'aith-
7 

:ful ":,0 d'lt,. Sle as all these quite naturally, with no notion 

she wa.s doing an. thin!~ out of the ordinary line of conduct. She 
8 

las nevor consciously noble, as was rs. Lessways, o f .rs. John 
9 1 

Bines and Aunt Harriet. 

The materials for a tragedy are at once recognisable, 

here, hich indeed is what .r. Bennett has effected. Anna travels 

un averingly in thp path of duty wi th the casualness of I~oing to 

m~rk t, and the ttbrns that tore her· heart were regarded no More 

than as cinders in the road. Such natures have not the f culties 

for cll osine the eas' ay. 'fhey run f'ull on to life t s mischances. 

T~ey love, and loving in despite of duty - they part without ivin 

1. of' the 10 ) 
2. p.7 

p]6~ 

4. " pP 7 
5. " p08 
6. " P 
7. " pO 
8. Hild' 1 .. e60 ays: pIl ( 1911) 
9 IO Old ives' 'l'ale, Boo {: I, Chap. VII. 

-



recognition or regret to that love - even though one should eo to 

tr.e abandoned pmtshe.ft which does not deliver up its secret 

and the other to the rnarria8e altar, tp..king oath to be a ~oo( 'life 

to th'3 "'11111 Tlhon sh had nevor loved. 
1 

Con~·tance (Daines) Poyey, tho apotheosis of the Con-

vP',ltion1.l, is l.n TlinsOfrIp.ly htL~an as a woman can be. In drawing 

hAr, .r. Dennett has shown recogni tion of' the psycholoe;ical fact 

that re lin~ dp.ppnds not'upon the absolute, but upon th~ relative, 

intcns;t~' oi' the stimulus. "Give me but a lump of clay, and a 

sense of' values" - the artist says, "and I will rnakG it as 

beautiful as an angel's wing". The conventional person is not 

typic1.ll one ho lacks fe lin~: more probably he is one ~hose 
2 

susceptibility to feeling is so intense, that he instictively 

protp.cts hinself from the crude untemp red emotions of the world. 

In sccure trim gardens he lives content and happy, safe fron the 

ruder shocks of' existence. .)0 it was T/i th Constance Pavey. She 

was the obedipnt child, walkin) circl~spectly in the paths her 

lders laid out for her - and not knowing that slo did so. In 

f'act at tines she tho'ght of herself as recklessly indep~ndent. 
3 

Lore to her as quite as rull of adventures as it as to 

poor Sophia out in Paris during the Siege . (Constance, in Paris 

durin~ the "1 ge, is unthinkable) While hor "unalterable, be-

ni lnflnt calm" caused her husband at ti'T\AS to ~ro onder 

1. Old ivee' Tale: "sp. Chap. II 
~ • "The e 1 "ho gi va their lives to roots and co-s igno are not 

the III n ,ho can d10pense 1th feeling, but l!len ho can :find 
feeling 11 these researches". Osca.r A. Fp.rkins: Lecture, ar. 
19, 1910. 

3. Old iv s' Tale: p161 
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her charming, childlike trick of dressing thp lantle with nosegays 

and then inquiring of hi "how he liked her garden", entranced 

And -hat !Ol'1~n could have found lifo mor thrilling th,n 

did Gonstance upon that first day after th honeymoon, in t e 

Shop-houso in St. Luke's quare. aSgie, time-tried domestic 

oerv~nt of her other's, gave notice, and Constance had to tate 

it ith the non-chamance of the married WOMan and houael'1istress! 

And tl'en she nus t "keep her countenance 11 during the ini ti 1 

occupancy of hAr :father's and mother's bedr am! And what a. in-

sonG blending of girl and 1'/ooan here: "You could see the ti id 
1 

thing peeping Wistfully out of the eye. of th narried o~an". 

" 'Sam'! she cried fro 1 th top of the cro '~ d st ir 
Ho.answer. The door at the foot ~~s clos d. 
'{'ao'! 
'Hello?' Dif'tantly, faintly. 
'I've dono all I'm going to do tonight'. 

And S~Fl ran bac,rC along the corridor, a hit fi.,)ure 
in thp deep gloom, and hurried into bed, and dre'J the 
clot~ s un t her chin. 

In the life of a bride there arFl s~ e dramatic 
~10r ents. I;' she IHlO married the industrious apprentice, 
one of t"10se nOr!umts occurs h n she first occupies the 
sacred bed-chruaber f her ancestors, and the bed n hich 
s'1e as born . Her parents' room had 0.1 o.y been to 
Constance, if not sacred, at least invested ith a cer­
tain moral solemnity. S e could not pnter it as she 
ould enter another rOOID. The course of nature, 1th 

its success on of death, conceptions, and births, slo ly 
nakes uch a room ugust ith a ysterious quality hich 
interprets the randeur of mero exist nc and ioposes 
ita If on all. Constanc had the str nges sensations 
in that bed, ho~e heavy di )nity of ornaMont symbolized 
a past age; sensations of sacrilege and trespass, of 
being naugh y girl to ho puni hTflent ould acel I! for 
this Shoclcing frAak. Not since she as quite tin nad 
sh slept in that bed - one night 'it} h~r other, be­
:foro hor father's seizure, hen he had been ''..lay. hat 
a limitless, unfathomable bed it s tEen! ~o it 'as 

1. 011 ivos' Tal P 13~. 



just a bed - 60 she had to tell herself- like any other 
bed. The tiny child that, safely touching its mother , 
had slept in its vast expanse, s emed to h~r now a 
pathetic little thirig; its image rondA ~0r feel melan­
cho 1y • And h"'r .. ind dwe It on sad events: the death 
of hpr fqther, the flight of darling Sophia; the im­
MAnse grief, and the exile , of hpr mother . She esteemed 
th~t she knew what life was, and that it was gri:1. And 
she sighed. But the sigh was an affectation, meant 
partly to convince herself that she was grown-up, nnd 
partly to keep her in countenance in the intinidA.tin 
bed. This melancholy was factitiollS, ae 1 ss than 
transient foam on the dpep sea of her joy. Death and 
sorrow and sin were din shapes to her; the ruthless 
egotisD of happiness blew them a"ay with a puff, and 
their wistful faces vanished. To see her th re in the 
bAd, framed in mahogany and tassels, lying on her Side, 
with her young glowing cheeks, and honest but not art­
less gaze, and the rich curve of her hip lifting the 
counterpane, one would have snid th'-tt she had never 
he1.rd of aught but lmve". 

And then had corne that tragic moment when she had im-

pulsivp,ly remonstrated against her husband's return tonpappr 

collars, after the linon ones of the honeymoon period. T ey had 

found theIJsslves on the brink of a chasm but Gam had conquered 

the angry resentnf'>nt which surprised hir!1 at the implied cri ticisIl , 

ami" fetched the linen. And then Sam had ordered a sign for the 
1 

Shop - in face of th~ Baines tradition ar;ainst "puf:fing" ~ 

"}1ha t wi th serv nts, chasms and signboar s, Connt nce 
considered that her life as a married oman ould not be 
deficient in excitement. Long afterwards, she fell asle~ 
thinking of Sophia". 2 

But in the end, tho zip and zest of y uth having de-

p<1,rted, which gave feeline; and exhilaration to matters not moving 

in thens~lveD, we find Constance entirely given up to the h paless 

task of keepine; up the protective machinery of her life; to keap-

1. Old ~iveBt ~Rle: p 5 
2. Ibid: p l4~~ 



26 

in~ her fences in repair, and her co part onts in order - COID-

part~ent3, hich, alas, 8~e had little enou h now t ~ill lith. 

'rho howe, 'lith the servq,nt probleQ what it a in the late I 0'00 

becane a burden under which she tried unsuccessfully enough to 

strugele • And yet the ide~ of lAaving it as b yond her compre-

hension. "'hat there as no household any long8r (Sam ng Ion 

since dead and son Cyril residing in London) to furnish an adequa 

motive for ~eeping up the house, did not enter into h.r consider­

ations on the sub,ject. rhe had always, lived there nd her noth r 

and fathlr had always lived there. Nor as the circumstances 

that it as dark and inconvenient and a nakeshift or a. home at 

best - Andured in the past only b cauno it as connected ith 

th .,hop, ~n argtlM-It in fav,r of leaving it. She had al ya 

lived there. It a.lways caoe back to that. "Constance had never 

b n able to adv\nce a ain~le argument for renaining in the Square, 
1 

And yet nhe ,ould not budge". 

It is rather a desolating picture of the futilit f 

life; th conine to an end, absolutely; of a nility an~ d c , 

it no )ronis of a Breater dawn, that Bennett give in "The En 

of Constance". PH ch010gy has no soul, ·0 r. Bennett; and 

char cter {ithout a soul is as unl vely and as lIDconvincin, in 

r. Bennett's novels, great as they are, as psychology ithout 

soul is illoBicRl and uni11telligible in the treatises of illiam 
2 3 

Ja 6S r "llh In dt. 

1. Old ~ale: p 5°3 
? iil ia!'} .J8."'1"', r. Psycholo y, N York, 1 7. 
3. 'i11o mundt, Principles of Physiolo:rical ? ychology tra.nsl. 

fr t~e ~'ftint Gar an ed. by ·d rd Bradford Tic ener(V 1. ) 
! eT;' York, 1 4. 
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It isadlsheartenlng picture of decay - the nd of 

Constance; but it can hardly be included in thA cha.racterization. 

r. Bennett's dAfense to this criticism (1) ould undoubtadly be 

mild astoniB~aAnt, or possibly pity, that ona should expect 

chal'LctBrizatlon, W len character - personali ty - as ceasine or had 

ceaBf·d to 'Pe. It is, of course, a matter of philosophy, of' vie 

of lif , - evan o~ flith. ~hat:t is true to life, rna bA a~itted 

without acceptinD it as univ Ars'1lly or inevitably ') ' , Por the 

8 :)ul is ill'10rtal O"bserves the POAt, 'hl3r A a s ml can J discerned. 

And rarely can a soul be discerned in .• r. Bennett • 

. r. Bennett's mrm and omen a.re revealAd with a 

completeness and richn0!38 of pprson'lli ty that I"la'pes them at onc , 

and forevf'r living c:-eaturo8. His major character al ays -

and 110St of the others - are at the farthest poss"bl rOM ve fr m 

typAS. Their idiosyncracies leap out at us; they work, or f el, 

or chance upon their ay tlrough the tangled Mesh of happE!nln s, 

accordillg to their various kinks and t ists of temperan nt; and 

each case is an individual case; each man stands for hims If. 

And y t you feel each to be ~ so f r as there is such a thin 

an avpr l.gc> p ~rs(m. HiE careful psychology makes th M all true 

80ns and d l.11l!ht rs of da and l7ve. 

He nev r idealizes characters but it is not so c rtain 

that '19 d00S not at times select or mass evil characteristic~ in 

violation of' strictist truth. Is the sensualist Chal 1'1" Fearns 

quitA true? ~e has no redeeming featurAB, but is an appalling 

pictur of lust. But t~is i. not typical. Charactnristically, 

hiA )~opl0 Nrn ~ntirely hUMan, - airus and ~dwin Clayhanger, 
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and famuel Povey, r:lore fairly represent r. Bennett's art. 

T '0 nort"ai te . r. Bennett las dra 1 un!''liBtakeably 

T'lt h the .n 0 .... love. They are the children Agnes Tell right 

a l1d r<:di th Df"an. 

Aenef' infuses herself throu~h ever./ pagAl of' this 
1 

grim, hard story of mischancps, eoftening and sl'leetening it, even 

as chilrlhood soft nand S 'e.tAns life, And thero is DO far as 

I KnOT'l, no other ch·ld nasnage in the page of English riction 

to place beside the t'r.:di th" chaptpr of the limpse, in loving 
2 

understanding of 0. child's heart. 

1. 
f) .. Ann<t of ti1 "iVA ""owns: g. p 219 

The Gli 'pee: Chap. XXXVII. 



III: AS A PSYChOLO'.1IGAL NOVELIST. 

abqorption 
Mr . Bennett'qAr 1th the"soulq" of men; ~i~h the motiv~~ t h At 

lie behind action. make him a p~ychologicl'l.l noveliqt tol)e plRC~d 

witrl '3uc h nl'l.nes a'O( f1eOrR,8 Eliot. H~~thorne. Bourget, Balzac Ftno 

Henry .] a 'ne'l • Biq fidelity to the ggne+ic nathon in the narra ion 

of events. mak~:; it lnevitable th;:j,t. he qhoulri U"le the pq,ycholoaic 

nethod in the rev'31;:j,tion of char;:j,cter. Hiq OAnnqr is throughout. 

pqychological ; and by psychological . I mea ~othing el'38 than tha t 

he 19 contHlUally analY9inp; th '~ Inental states of' his cn;:j,racterq -

they do thinki lllg a9 tney do . Wherf~ another , ri tar might have 

obgerv'3rl that Hilda blushed . 'vIr . >3enn8t t say"!: 

".,0 over get ra9 9'ne by the dram;:j,tic ~ururiq - 0f' his 
challenging re~A.Tk (1 ) ;;tnrt 9 ' enlightened by t,t .:. 9urlrlen 
perceytion of' it9 beinE" TJerfectly chAP''Icterig t of' him. 1hat 
her manner c hanged in an in"Jtant to a delicate . 9tartly 

timid i ty • All the comple'X sens i tivenesg Of' her na tur; aq ex-
pres'3"d "Jillultaneou"Jly in the chane:inp, tint'3 cif nar f'ac '. t h e 
contu9ion of her eye'l Rnd h~r p;e"lture"l . ann the exqui ite 
hesitations o~ her voise. as she told him about the coinci­
dence which n;:j,d brought b;:j,c~ to n~r in hi9 of~ic the poe 
of her qchoold;:j,Y'l ." (2) 

r. Bennett ha~ no interest in conduct . it auld "I eel , apart f'ro 

the illotives that lie bRCk of conduct . 

Jeanne that, the motives of' conduct, c;hould l)e hidden in lit~rature 

as'J they ar.~ in liT'e. Fro'n ,"'ho.1l ;:j,re tht3y hidden, thl3n'( a9k 'Ir . 
Henry Jameq, in camm~nt ; and "le InFty an9 p,r, CJur~ly not from 
Arnold Bennett, 

1. 
d. 

He had c;~,id 111~rp.ly , " :30 you've bp,en lookin~ ~t I Y Victor Huro" 

~~:Ilt (/~//) 



III: .~) A PSYCIIOI.£JCiICA L N o v13LIsT, 

dr. Bennett's obsession with the "souls" of men; ith 
7t~vell~+ 

the motives that Ii'" be11ind action, ake him a psycholo'3 7'cal"t-o be 
1f.ury~ 

pln.cecl wi t]1 suc] namA'" as .... liot, Hawthorne, Bourget, Balzac and 
It 

Henry Janos. His ficlolity to the genetic method in the narration 

of evnnts, nal{es it inevi tab10 that he should use the psycholo~ic 

method in :'1)n rAv()lation pf""charaQter. His "'1anner ie throuP'hout, 
, aarI ;Y ~~~ y~ ~ d:v ~.;; 
~ PSYChOlOgiC «}'1\ He dirfArs widply from J!. . de J. aupaeRart, who aff':r"'1s 

;;!~7}::!;ln th~ pref'a'/. to Pierre et Jeanne that the motives of' conduct 

.>:{d2[d~ - ShOl11drhidden in literature as tney are in life. l'ro ,-hom are 
';- ,4,~ 

/ ~ t;2PY ~dden, thAn? as{s r . Henry Jamoa, in comment; and e may 

~' ;a.;a .'er , surely not from Arnold Bennett. .. r. Bennett has no 1n-

~ , terAst ':"n cO!1duct, it ould seem, apart frorl of' c,on-

duct . iie is continually analysing t'tn1nk, ana 
/ 

why t e, "';.hin' as t ey do , and why they lli as tley 0 

as t. ey do . mAre anot1 r riter ight have observed th t Hilda 

blushed Ir . B"'nnett sa s: 

"So overset as she by the dramatic surprise of his 
ch llrm ).ng, renark (1) and so enlightened by th sudden 
p rception of ita being pprf'ectly characteristic of' 
him, that her ,anner changed in an instant tc a 'elicate, 
startled t1n1dity . All the complex sensitiveness of her 
nature ,aa expr aBed s1 ,ultaneously in the changing tints 
of her face, the c0nfusion of h r yes and her gestures, 
and t1'B exauisi te hesi ta tiona of h.or voice, as ahe told 

-r:--He had said n r ly, "Bo you've been looking at my ictor Hugo" . 



him ab ut toe inci ence ;;h~.ch had br ught b C" tf) 
her in ~is office the poem of h r schoold~ysn. ~ 

~ r; J, .:JLJ Y' ~===--=------.. --------~-£ ~~ Indeed, for n illustration of the psychologic method -
one r!l y s lect book at r ndo and open to any pa o. It is 

nevRr alt~ng. In his intensive studies of various aspects of 
~ 

psyc101o~y -
4 

ob psychology, sex psycholo y, thA psycholo Y of 

love, o:f :f1l.t 
B 

er·ood, of 
Q 

6 7 
othprhood, of' adolescence an childhood, 

even of inf ncy, he offers an enbarru sment of' riches to this 

c m lent tor. 
In 

It has been s gested that a tremendous success a aita 

itnr of .ov 1 of annp.rE' hich shal C! on one p e 
.r 

ne y S8 iJ, n nn th opposite p e h '" Py er~ thinking 

hilA th said " T e uniqu ness of device is ntin , but 

so t inp; vor like this is h t r. Bennett do s. 

1. Hilda L ss 
2. Old iv XII. 

4 . God ath Join d: Chap. VI , C11lyh n r: 

:B. C B. III and I J, Cl yh n Ir: Ch p. IX. 
II, Chaps. III, IV, VI, VIII, Boo 

C p. X; VII. 
7. - IV VII-X II Boo T 1 . . 

eon r C11 p. III, 

Clotap. III, 
, . 

Gli Be: Ch:l.p. XXXVII. 
a - Baby's B th, 01 iv at 

Boo 
IP. Dr. L c r ay 2 , 1 11. 
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-tit&.. In Hilda ',esslIiays ar;nin" ~osRib'y thl? m08t psychologic 

of' n,ll.,.rnovp,ls, thi"" MPthod is alMost char ctoris tic. ,ihan 

Goorgn Cannon l';ho had comni t ted big8.Ply in marrying her, has been 

discovered and in taking leave of'her, Hr. Bennett recounts it in 

t '1i sway: 

" " .hy dld ~r()u {eAp t t f'rom 1"16?' . hA '1 eked in n. very 
clear ,nd precis~ tonf?, not aggrieved, but fatalistic and 
melancholy. 

'Yeep what :from you?' at length he met her eyes, 
darldv. 

i All t~J.is about your beine narri d'. 
t ~y dId I keep it from you?' he rppeated harshly, 

ane t', n his ton, changed from defiance to a soft ned re­
gret: 'I'll tell you why I Jmpt it f"rol'1 you! Beei'll so 
I 'new i:f I told you I should have no chance ith a girl 
like you ••.....• !Tobody could fool about with you!' She 

an flattoT'r>d, but she thought secretly: 'Ho could hav 
won me on any terms he liked! ••• r onder het Ar he could 
have won ne on ['l.ny t,rms! •••• Th"1.t f'irstnnight in this 
hO'lse, ..,h n e ere in th~ front attic - suppos' he'd 
told me then - I wonder! •••••• But the seVArl tv at: her 
countenance '<J.p a perf'ect r~ask t:or Buch eak ;'nd uncertam 
ideas, and conf'ir ed him deeply in his estimate of hor. 
Ho conti~led: 'Jow that first night in this house, up­
st'1..irs. He ,Jerked hiB head towards the ceiling. She 
bI' slled, not from any shame, but because his thought had 
surprised hprs. 'I was as near as daI!1I!lit to Iettin out 
t~a hole ins and c~ancin ~ it with you. But I didn't 
I sa' .; it'd be no une. And that's not the only time 
eit1 r"! 

~he eto d silent by the dre Sing-tablA, calmly 
lookinr at him, a 10 seas e ri. herselt', agerly curiou 
"ben erA the other tiles7' 

'Of c,~rBe it's all my fault!' he said. 
'~nat is?' 
'~his! ••• All uy f'aul t! I don t t nt to excuse 

mysAlf. I've nothing to say for myself". 
In her mind she socrotly interrupted him: 'Yes, ou 

havA. You couldn't do without Me - isn't that eno gh7 1 

WAr hp.I' in his charact rizations, . r. Bennett s' 0 s 

at 1 nc;th the "mechanics 0 t e h'l an mind". In :fact hA has 

dAvolopAd psych 1 gy in the n v 1 f'urther than anyone elSA haa 

done - not forgetting Hemry .Tames. e Must be considere a eater 

~--~~~~------------~----~-----------------------------------'-1. Hilda. Lesaways: pp 4,9-441 --



psychologic n()v(~ 1113 t Umn .ja!"'lAb bec use 111. psycholotS ic. .just as 

Avid nt, is p rrlri.pl:l, truer, and e.1.1rel:r iE' noro 1tndel's'~ndn.ble, but 

cl-;ief'ly becaunA as a novFlist hH i6 more 6uccesofUI - if' the test 

is to be thp. truthf'ul presor.tru:mt of' o'-;r C0n1i'10n hUJ:lA.nity. 

Hi!; psychologic netr..od is followed with morA conplete-

nf)CS in the charac t~r of' Hi Ida Le£:-lEaYs thnn anywher 01se. In 

Hild'~' 6 ;1Ontal processes, ag~in and a :3.in 'f(. Bee oursclve o JIlir-

ror(>d - 60 true it is - Or. the day when her mother's determi-

nation to collpct thE: rAnts has BO outraged Hilda, we f'iEd. Hilda 

comin!; to tea in an indil;nant frane of ,ine. "Sho could, if she 

chone" said. r. fmnet.t, "easily free her br~dn 1'ron the obsession 

either hy reading or by a sharp jerk of vol:tion, but of't n she 

preferred not to d.o BO, sU-'-ing to herself voluptuoUf31y: 'No, I will 

nurse my J~ri vance; I'll nurse it and nurse it and nurse it. It 

,is nin, nd itiA "nt. and nybody with flny sense at '!oIl lVould 

"dr'li t inGt'mtly thrtt I am ai~( olutely right". ' .. hue it was on 

tI 1s uf'toJ'noon. '['(>11 811t"' came to t Il. her f'ace mn f' r .1idably 

expr soLvp., nor would she e.t npt to fiodify the raneour of those 

unco. promini - g f'ea tureG. On t. 113 contrar J, au Boon as B 1, SE'.W 

tha thor LlOi,her l.ad noticed her e ndi tion, f'he de 1i berate ly tn­

tonnif' d it. 

z 10th"r nalysis rth noting is t) be !'ound 'h.r Hilda 

se rchas in hnr Mother's arclrobe for handkerchi fs, ith the 

purpose of' f'o sta.lling ,h borrol:ing of her OTm. .,he fOUnd thin B 
") 

in characteriutic dinor(: r': ".3ighin~, u1 e began to arr n f) th 

trays in :;0 JA -ind of rnetlod. ncorpetent and carp,l us mother! 

Hilda wonrlnr.d !O? t~ Id t, ':'n'~ r.lan~g d to conduc t h~r l:1.f .r> e J. rom 

dS\y day 1 th v n tl semblance of the decency of ord~. It 
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did not occur to h r that for twenty-tiv yearn beforo ah was 

born and for a long tim aft.rwards, irs. Loss ays had contrived 

to struggle along through the orld, without her dau ht,r's aid, 

to the geloral satisfaction of herself and some others." Th 

handkerchiefs discovered, a Hilda had made sur they would be, 

she t 0 ~ on of t}1 .... n and descended to the kitchen; giving it to 

h~r notler and concAalin~ her triumph b neath a rna k of iS6, 

benevolence, she w uld say, •••.•••• 

_he aialogue hich did actually accompany the presenta-

tion of' the hanrl1{erchief', though roughly corresponding to her 

rehearsal of' it, 0.8 Inckin in the dramatic pungency necessary 

for ~ really ,ff ctive triumph; th roason bein that the 

thoughts of both l".lother and daughter r re div rted in diffecent 

ways frOM tho handk rchi f by the prasenc of F10rri in th 

kitchen. 

fl .l rrie -as th n w servant ••••••.•••••• " 

This gri vouo lacl of th sho of a1"1" ction b t· n 

mot~er and daughter 1s not due to a ilf'ul natur in H1ld. It 

ia r ther du'" to t e circuY!lstanc tha.t Hilda's s ul 8 star in 

in th~ arid desert of dishTo8.ah1 nd t a-hour sslp h xist d 

1n - an t~o,ph re, ho ev r, in 7h1ch h r I oth.r 1" und n hi 

wanting. l1da 8. to tind r 1 as - h I' v~r lv tion - in 

Pitl n's shorth nd. 

lth ch racteri tic p ychol gy r. B nn tt iv s vivid 

impr SRi n of th elI', altori 1 a cr tar, f'indin a It-

x I' Gaion in h r work and cons qu ntl in s n r, t r, 

h a1thi r te~p r at ho d in 11 th r 1 tiona of h r lif • 
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.7h n Hilda disre ,ards the tl'!legram infor!1ing h r that 

her mother i6 ill in London, there OCClrs as reali,tic a bit of 

psychology as cnn be found in fiction. Pothing could sho,", th 

success of Bennett's method more vividly than this: 

"In the niddle of the night Hilda woke up, and 
within ~ fe~ secolds she ronvinc d hers-If t~at her 
a tti tude to .iiss nailey' s telegram had been simply mon­
a trour:. ~.Jl1G na.l; . t, in the darkn ss, as l'ln n rmi ty. 
S.e OUt~l1t to have responded to th tele81~al!l at once; 
she ou·ht to have ,one to Lend n by the aft~rnoon trBin. 
Vha. t had there been to prevent her fror'1 kl ocking at the 
door of the inner roon, and s .yin to 1 r. Cannon, in 
the pre.., ence of no na t tar whom: t I mOL v .1"y sorry, . r. 
C'lrmon, but I've j1. st had a tol erpJ!l that moth r is ill 
in London, and I Dust leave by t'le next train '? Ther 
had been nothing to prevent her! At latest she aho1.l1d 
h.:1.ve CH.Ug:lt the '3venin:> train. BusinF:lHs was of no ac­
c')unt in snch a crisis. F r not F.'r rniTlt be very ill, 
might be dyin~, l!1ight be dead. trias not :for trifl s 
the.t people G"nt such tel grans. 711e 3.st nishtn thing 
l'l1l~; thl1.t she nhoulcl hav been so blind to her obvio'lS 
duty ••...•• And she said to h raelf, thin'<:ing wi th a 
mys ~ .riouG and beautiful r PJorse .of th last minute 
of her t lk .ith ~r. Cannon: 'If I had don s I olght 
to have do~ e, I ShO'lJd ha.v b.,n in London, or on my 
~ay t) London, inste d of in tho room ~ith him there; 
and tl-}~t o'.lld not have occurred!' I3ut what 'that' was, 
0'19 could not have expI inAd. evertheless, r., Ca .. -
nO;1' s phrase, 'I t 's a good thing you didn't go to Lon­
don', otill gav~ l A r R pI asure, tho ~h t e pI asure 
was dull·'d. 

The ..... nhe tried t reassure hers If. Sa.:- h 
Gailey was nervous ar.d eaSily frightAnAd. liermothcr 
had [111 exee llent C0Po ti tution. 'Cha noti.on f her moth r 
b01n· serious ly . 11. 1'1'1.8 6i 11y. In a fe. hours she 
would be with her mother, and ould be laughine; t the e 
absurd night-fears. In any caae there wOlld a suredly 
ba a letter fr ~ ~~r~h G~iley by the first po t, GO that 
before starting she "/ould have exact infor, a tiOl. ( he 
6ucc(>ed~d, parti lly, in reas3urin h raelf for a b~ief 
space; but 800n Ahe TIa.S m re unhappy than ever in the 
c lear conviction of her wrongdoing. .\gain and arrain she 
formulatod, in her fancy, scenes of the immediate future, 
as for ex~u pIe a.t hHr l10ther's dying bed, and all irl­
n.ginod convers tions and repeated the a.ctual ord used 
by herBelf and oth ra, inter3inably. nd t:1Fm she re-
turned to the previous day, and hun red of times she 
'rJ nt i 1tO the i l1er r om nd sflid t ir. Gannon: t I tro 
v,ry sorry, lr. Gannon, but I've juot had a tele)ram _ t 
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etc. '.hy had SllF, not said. 1 t 1 ••• Thus TTorksd. tt.e 
shuttles )f her mind, wit1 ruthless, insane insistence, 
unti 1 5.18 knew not whet ler she w ,8 '1.Wah::l or asleep, and 
the very tissues f her physical brain snemed raw. 

~):re thought feebly:' If I got up and li .,hted the 
candl::- and walked about, I should end this'. But ahe 
could not r1 se. ~:;:V3 lms net ted dOlrn to the bed. And 
when she tried to Boothe herself ith other images -
inaGes of do light - she fou"1d that the" had 1 st their 
power. Undressing a few hours earlier, she had lived 
i-lo[';ain, in 8Xq lisi te f1!""Ld delicious ala!""....!., th!')' gh the 
last minute of her ta11t. wi th Ir. (;u.nr.on; she had gone 
to sleep ",111ile reconstituting tho e instants· But eli 
their rne10ry left her indifferent, even inspired re­
pugn:1i:1ce. And l1Ar re;aor138 little by little lost itc 
mysterious beauty. 

She c lung to the idea. of tne r aG6 ~rint1 ie t ter 
Wllich she l'iould receive. '£hat as her 60le glin~ f 

consolation. n 1 

Mr. Bennett iR frequently mentioned for unuo 11' .. 1 kno.,...-

ledge of a woman's heart. He has said that his e~rly experience 

as ed.i tor of a "rommi' s 11agazi:18 taug lt him much a.bout 10 en. Un-

doubtedly it did, but tl1ern i8 also, 9)1 e reason fo believing 

that he ha~ ~allcn i~to the characteristic erro· )f the inductive 

method (to !;'.lch 1'(-' 
'2r rr .., 11egiance) that of l5eneralizing fron 

insuffieif'.1t dut... !, t, rLll ·.o~er'. fird tr.811S lves r fleeted, .. ~ 

their int llectua: dAI:lands 8r-ltti fiAd in ny der;ree by e call~d 

" o~ents" a~azinGs, ae L r. Eenne t ell no 1 ho" co d 

thers be a 'i'iQnan Ii .e Carlotta Pecl? It thi insta.nce as i cst 

others, it i ' fron • r. :-en:1ett IS ork ra.ther than from ~t he 

ab ut 11iJ6 If, th t conclusio>1S "1 et be dr WH. 
nays 

I_h~t Ur . Bennett has r~ther 8rJpha ieed thA delineati n 

of women in hiB books, is a.pparellt. In chronological order, he 

has given us, Anna Tell/rigl t, Leonora Etaf!lTJay , Carlotta Peel , 

1. Hilda Lesfl1va.ye . Cha.p. XIV pp 160-161-16Q • . 
2. The 'l'ruth About an Author: pp "I learned a good deal abou.t 

froclm, hour~hold nan )p pnt" and t, F! Recret natur p of women 

espocially the ecrflt 'lature of women". 

3. Doo of Carlotta.: P 9 ( 1911) 
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Con tanc and Sophia Baines, and Hilda Leos aye . tie has hardly 

gi yen the B'r'le prominence to a.n qual nunber of 11 n - Ed in 

C layhanger beinr: their only nanf. to put i th these as to extent 

and ill!. )ortance of treatment. N t i thatanding , his characteriza-

tion of 8P,n is perhaps the more po erful pha e of hi wor . 

Hi men form a notable contr lbuti n to the liter ture 
1 

f loranLo d . In his preface t 'he 13 k f Carlotta, r . Bennett 

has a Bigni~icant remarK: "On undry cca ion, omen have been 

good en ugn to ay t of pa sage in n vel : ' H 

uia you OW that? None but a oman could have kn tat .' And -
inv riably they haa hit on pases e which I had ritten a the 

raoul t, f 1.' kin,,; T"l.'sP f : ' w hat ehould !. ha.ve d ne in euch 

cir~u~stancAs7 h w sh uld I have felt? ' 
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His analysis of her cental state' during the acc uchment 

i8 one of' } i.e most pair.stan:inr; bi ts fwri t i ng. For all tts 

ruthlo:,>f' realinCl it j n t",uched by a. tenc1nrr ess he r.lrely permi ts 

himnelf': 

""';h(' ,aG lYlng qui te comfor table in the 80ft bed; 
.idle, silly; happinefJB fOl'ninp; like a thin crust over 
tho lava of. hcr ~t .guish and her fright. And by her side 
waG t:1e noul that had fou{.)ht its way out l' hpr, ruth­
lesBly; tll secret disturber revealed to the light f 
morning. Curious to look at! not like any baby she 
had over seen; red, cr6uGed, brutish! But - f'or some 
roaGon t1J.1.t she did l:ot examine· - she f'oldod it in a.n 
ir~:~.l6n6t3 tenderneGs'!. 

'l'hc mother, Constance yield1.ne;, though in grief and 

anguish to tIle father's stern measure." f r the welfare of their 

s:)n; yearB lator, bereave' of l1er husband' guiding fiill , un-
1 

able to ref'use her boy ~nyth.Lng and. letting him break her heart 

by hi 801f';'8hnes8 - all is delinoated lilth !lost careful psychology 

ana T'l.~r>R UP the Book of' O:>n tance. 

d,(J,l. ,lothel' but 1I0uld accord a forgiving srJ1.1e to the 

perpetra.ter ()f l.hiB gentlo atil'e: 

1. Old 

".1' .. nla~kBha had a b~by. :t would be an ex­
a~ger't tior to say th' t t v:· baby inter8Bted the entire 
t) 1.<1, :-'ur ley bcinL; a.n nc' "nt blane Bort of' borough 
of s ne t ir y t ousand irLl'labitants. Babi St in fact, 
rri l.d i~l Bur. ley t t le r t of. re than a thousand 

every ye~. everthele s, a few eek after the advent 
of I r • ;-lackshA.~I' baby t ':V3n the Iled':"cal off'icer of 
hea.l tIl repol'ted to the 'l' 1'lI1 Council that the births for 
t 1e 10nth l_unted to '11nety- nd t la t the birth-
rate of R~rslp.y 00 pared favourably itl the birth-rate 
of till r.i tar t) 1 , J nbridr,e, . nype, l .. ongshaw, and 
' ... 'urnhill - ,{hen th nedical 0 ficer read these memor­
able wordF t thr.; monthly me ting of' the CounCil, and the 
Staf'fordsh1ro Signal reported then, and rs. Blacksha 
pArl ad thp. , a blush of pride spr ad over r • lack­
shaw' face, and S19 pic~ed up the baby' 1 ~t foot and 

gave it 11. ttle pec" of a kie· She could not help 

p271. 
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~PAlin~ t~a~ t~q r~ 1 solirl fOtnd~ti0n of th~t forn­
idable and magnificent output of babies ~nB her baby. 
~he crmlcl not help ffl0l11g t~'1.t h(~ h~.r: dODe RO~iething 
for thn town - had cau6ht the public eye". 1 

Evon nore ench~,nting is the !':lothAl", • ary Dean, as she 
2 

bring~ rdith to e_ liven hrr sick and bereaved Uncle orrice: 

"'''''0 srq thGGC t '0 togother, especially in pm oply, 
1"1[1:-, a oov:! n[; ~'j roh. '~ar~r g zed on hpr 8:f'r 'prtne r'i th 
:1 Da:'f'iClne.t') and. roud a:ffActioE li'hich no ref'prve of 

deT'!()~,n0r conJ d hidf" •••. 'lJt;enever f!1l0 as i th .. AY-

cbi Id the gl.nee of hRr eye lU'd t ~e gGGtHrsp of ' r body 
~, pA<Jre, to b,? ~""yi. '; :"1 a.m a sar'sibIp mothpr. I do not 
deceiv\? :Ts~l"" ab::)il'i:, Edith. I am not silly about her. 
r trea.t r:r 'it' fi:~r)'jM'. I Y. ct obpdience. I In not 
a sln:rB to her. I d0 r'ot cons':"del" lrr to bA thl3 [10,t 
:In. rye lous chi 1.. th'" t 'a ever born. I mere ly do my 
best to brin~ h""r up pr}perly and to l:eep hAr ':"n good 
hA~lth. I ~ absolutAly i~partial concprn':"nG her. ~he 
la.{'t th5.ng I ~ish is to 'Yf~ary people pith !Ar.4.Still, 
you iII. r babl~T ad i i:, of your ') III accord thft t she cloes 
w:n.uinely dif:'r.r rrOl'l the orrlJ.nary. 

You loo'ad at ~dit pnd, if Y01 COile se", you so.: 
a niraclr>. A dslicate plant, and rary , by the long 
T'.irac.lp. of ~nr,6l~t kno ledge, \7atchf lInE" a , self-control, 
A.nd perseverance, ,as flo erin~ it in per.fection. The 
contour of :':.OC( cll~' , tlw exq 'isi te bloom on t ll"r.:t­

thesp. ere not .ary's creation, but shA had evolved them; 
t" ir .pIa. v] (1" r:o £; W' s 11 !' C:::'f a tion. T.s l.l te _ rock, 
cap, stockings, shoen, gloves - in every incredibly me­
tic 'loup dot i 1 you could diacAj."n 1-l.ry anti 1 r mate:Ol1al 
passion. ~he article we. fini hed, in pvery ay fini b-
od. Thf) art:"Glp ~epr'°aAr.tecl . ~ thp. tctivity f a 
firat-claso brain and of a terrible affection. t a 
put fo_. Jl.rd, i':" th nu) :·.ric':'n.1 l1 o g1':Gence, all beL: ~ . 
tri:'le, lL merp fe .~le ini'unt consciontiono.ly cn~ed for, 
RUCl~ a i exi ~"J i1" tnn" of hounands allover ''::ng.lnnd . 
TIlt in the sli,,;llt involuntary tl'e bling of' th() head or 
t: ... ' motlpl'. in t'le lift"niS of that head, in thtJ proud 
dart fror1 tho .... 'lot.lf1r · 6 eye, there l'la~ a cuprens 
C:la. Ipngo." 

j.'r. :3'mnet,t'''' contri ution to tLe ntudy 0_ lrinship': of 

i tsalt' eno 19I1 to lHt,;ure hin fJ. pla.c(~ H.P-long th( otabl n'lIO,6 mil .ng-

11. h t'ict~.O I •. \nd a'tr l1!;oly enough, ~ t i a phR. of' . i r. ork 1hlb 

haC' hrous lt f'or':. 11 ttlt"" di ell Rion a ,0. f hio cri tic. Hi 

1. qtndor of ~~ 
2. T Gli~p e: p 
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i1o,rv lou .. usn C)f ba.ck8r und. hna e 11ci ted cop:.ous comment, however, 

:futile much of it hao been. Bnt thilJ no t prer.iouB of his offer-

in~s haG all but been overlooked. 

One looks in vain aMong printed books for a discerning 

and loving cOFlprehenuion of the: complexities of the relations of 

p rents and children to put beside Glayhanger and the Old Wives ' 

'1'ale. 110"1'1 h, SeeTJ.R a pa sionate pleader for r:l1D.llunder toad 

childh00d tramplAd upon neart-le sly by ovpr-confident, self-

righteous pareltllOod; and nOff the parent, in pitiable perplexity 

enli f' to all Ollr Rympa t.hi eB <to 1e tries to preserve hif!1 elf in the 

facp 01' the onBlaul~ht of t:,p corning gener tion - foredooned to 

ignoffilnious defeat; life , he~e, again, and the la of evolution 

If' ~hown terrible, i're. ""t i ~~c, b~t he doe not neglect to picture 

in all its onchantr:lfm,t, tile del.q~htli of the r 'latiorlf hip, the 

ops and LurcH life offers parent to ke p the race going on. No 

one can veil the sinister i'orm In the background mor pp;rfectly 
1 

than he . 

The .10y of ... r • 131ac ·shaw i th her baby at it bath; 
2 

of Constance lVtth nine month old" CyrIl cra ling on the hearth 

rug; of .r • Deana with a ca ualne ' that a. r nlly only an 

1 

nfgravated fOl"1 of prio.A , br"nging tI perf ction ot' human ind, 
~s 

itt lA ~di tIl t) C ,0 l~ :l'''r orother I u gri f - hat weetn a in 

t l-.8 connon ot i ho 1 her . 

But in ot. Ar Btudie he ge t~ much 1?el0 the urface • 

.I.herp, i no fin r Btud of nother and 'au;l1t . in a character-

i tic a.sp ct of th(~ r lationship than . r • Bain t encounter .1 th 

1. .~a tador of t.e Fi va Town: p 38 
2. 011 "ives' Tale: p 172. 
3. The GliMpse: p 315 



Sophia anent th pr)ject of l.rrvin- chool: 

d'Mot er, are you th~re?' ~~~ heard a voice from 
above. 

, Y i3 3 , Jly ct~ cl~'. 
Foot tel)' apPul'ently reluct mt and hesi tn.ting 

cl111 e on th stairs, and ~ophia entered the kitchen. 
'Put this curl straight', said :!rs. Baines, lowering 

he!' hen.d sOli ')ltly and lo1dlng up ner f'loured hands, 
wh.l.ch '1i ~l1t not touch anythinp; but flour. ".L'hank you. 

t bothered me. And 110W stand o'~ t of my light. I'm 
in n hurry. 1 Dust I~f)t into the shop 80 that loan send 
ir. Povey off to ~~e dentist's. nlat is CQlstance 

doing'! ' 
, i(,lp 1 g .. agp;ie to make ,r. Pavey's bed t • 

'Oh! t 

'fi ou~h at, .ra. Baines ;as a comely wo an, with 
fino brown hair, and confidAntly calm eyes that indi­
cated he~ belief in her own c~nacity to accolpliah ~lat­
ever she could be called on to acconplish. ~ihe looked 
nei ther nor nor less t mn] r aBe., which was forty-fi v~ 
She \-aR not a. nativp of the district, havin(l" been culled 
by l'er husl)and fran the moorll\nd tov,'n of Axe, twelve 
miles off. Like nearl;7 a.Ll omen who settle in a stran ,e 
land upon narri"go, ~t the bottom of her 1e rt she had 
consi~ered herself just a trifle superior to the str~ngp 
land and its ways. '.l'llie fe~lin~, confirmed by long ex-
Gri lCO, had nnv r left her. It vas this ~ep,lin wpich 

induced her to continue r.1!:l ing her own past y - ith 
tV;) thor l;.n;hlv trained I .,rea t girls t • n '1(" house! Con-
s tnnce could J'!lR.ke 800d pastry, but it vas not her 
eot~~r 's PR8try. In pastry-ma[ln) ~veryth:ng can be 
ta-ught excc')t the I hand I, light and firm, w ich ields 
t p roll~r.One is born i~h this hand, or without it. 
And i1 one ;s borh ithollt it, the highest flightA o-r 
1 tlntry 11.1'1 inponslblo. (;on tnTlc n ms born wi hout it. 
'berF! 01'0 days W!lFJn Sophia see ed to posseAA it; but 
tll'~!'" 'ere othp.r days '}len. oph:a 1 a pastry as uneatable 
1 y nyone except ag;rie . 'hu .. rs. Baines, though 1n-
t<'lneo1., nroud and fond hnr dn. r,htFlrs, had .1ustiriably 
preserved a certain conder.censi.on to ards the. She hon­
ept~' d~lbt d h t~.~ , ther of th m o:lR develop into 

~ . 
the equn.l of their nother. 

, ') r , f)U .i t,t 1 vix.!' ,.,'ie xclained. ~'ophia 
st.ealing and e tinp; 81ic08 of half-coo ed a pIe. 'This 
(,OTle of lt1 . ng no br(ia'-fa,s! And hy didn't you oom 
60 to 6upp~r ast night'? 

'I don't know. I for ot'. 
re. Baines s F~tinized the child's eyes, hich met 

.... 0 ::; 'i th a sort of di ~ident boldness. 'he knew every­
t'1.int; thft t a l!lOti er can no of a da ghter, and shA was 
Ct~r ":1.'1. t ,-Cl.hia. ha.d n0 caUf' > ~o be in'iicp')ced. 'I'hor')­
fore she scrutinized those eyes i th a faint apprr~hension 

'If you can't find an thin better to do' J said she 
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'buttAr JTle the j,nsj dA of thin (lish. Arf" yonr }~s.nds 
c lr"m? 1'0 , bet tor not touch it'. 

Lrs. I3ain0G nas now at the rtngA of depositing lit-
tIe pats of but tor in }'()\,;O on A. large r lain of pas te • 
'.!.'ho best froo"\-;. butter! Oo~kine; butter, to sa.:: naught of 
lard, was un'mo m in thn. t lri tch"n on Friday raornings. 
f3he doubled t"!1e p,xpn.nse f paste on itself nnd rolled the 
butter in - supreme operAtion! 

'Constance hiS t.old yrtl1 a 01't 1eavine 8choo17' said 
.'!.rs. Lainoo, in tho voin c;,f srmll-talk, fiB she tr iM!'led 
the raBt~ tc th~ G~ape of ~ pie-disl . 

tYpe', Sopl1in. !.'A "lied slim -':.1;7. 'rhl'ln r,hA noved. away 
frorr UOJ' tablA to t hp r Ylgc. ':'herA was a toast7_ng-fork 
on tIe r~ck, nnd she bAg~n to play 91th ~t. 

1 'f 11, a::-(" you JSlad ? Yo T nunt Harriet :hinks you 
'rp qui tp old 011011 ~h to leave. And as we t d deoided in 
any C'G""" t'~n.t C 111':.Hl Cf' ,taG to 1A;,VA, :it's really P1Uch 
BiLpl(3r :rn.t 'r m s'1o~ld bot" lmw(l tOGether.' 

, • t" ° <" t ... 1 . + '"' t t ' .p, ,,0 J ~r ; t;';n.} • op la., 1'[1. ... In:5 J.8 ORS Ing-.l. orK, 
'wha t [1.1 I (Toing to do af't0Y' I've 18ft sehcol? t 

'I h p"l', • ~rs. r?.i YiFH> ans'CicrBd wi t1 +11<1 t sentr--ntioue 
nOSH '{.1ic'. 8vrm the c19verest of paI'onts &.-~o not al'.'ays 
ciev-r ~nn"J.'3"', to :ian:' themGA]v(>; , 'I h0pe that both of' 
you wil~ de ',}V.l.t you ca~ to help you.::- nother - und 
~atler', R~~ 3~dA~ . 

'Yes', oe.ir1 f}op!1:a, irI'it.'~t{)d. '~ut whr .. t a'.l I to 

do'?' 
'r_11at D'wt br; '!onGidorr>d. As 'onstn.nce ::'0 to learn 

t 10 millj .. 'c:r~, L'Ve: be'"', t."lln"i'1~ th".t Y)' ~,,:iGht begin 
to D'"'. rp yo 1r"elf 1sef'ul in tho underw ~r, gloves, silka 
::3 nco SI) T 0'1 1 ~t ·A~Yl you, y'Ju well cl 01'1'" d~r L.. "ble 
to :nnage quite nicely a.ll that side of tl.e shop, and I 

10Uld 1-)e - , 
'I don't lant to go into the shop, mother '. 

M is interruption W~ • ~d~ i~ voice a parnnt1y 
cold "nd iniP"lical. ut. f,opl'lin. trelJb1~ wi th nf'l)""T US 
exciteorlent as s''''o "tt "'8 t "'0rd~. 1.r. i?in6~ eave a 
oriet' glance at lyr, an b:::;'1r ad by the child, ,'l~()se f ce 
w< .. to 'aT"~ tltn fi:r"'. ..: 10 dee"ed e1":-'el a _lnie1 id ex­
:Dcrt 1r: tl1e reading of ophla' s noo a; neverthel BS 
:10 nhc 10 )~( d at tl It ;,traight bac" n prolJ h ad, she 
had nJ G'll3picio'l tho. t t A ,hole esa nCf7 and being of 
S )p11ill. ,(j.f' • i 1'"'1 t ~ Y but int nsely i. ploring symp t.y. 

t ~ {iGl U ouldbequiet it. that fork', said 
,,". B~tinp< , 'it tt. 7 curio,lE}, 8ri~'l poli tt~nei3F wh' ch 
oftrm O'HW (~terizecl 1 er' relations with her daughtera • 
• <1 OD.'3t':'. ;l,-forr :'e11 on the brick floor, ft8r ho. ing 
rohr; J11ciAd. rOT the R.uh-tin. Sophia hurri dly replaced 

i' 0 t 11 r' 300 '= • 
"ll en rat sll 11 y u do'?' .. rs. Bainee proceed-d, 

Co-q"'1:'lnt -; t P 8.Ylnoy·tnce ca,ll"'ed by t"e tOA.st_ng-fork. 
' I t i1 kit' B me ' R. t S ould a81( you instead of yon 
s'pinf.1; 13. hat Aha..Ll YOl do? Your t'a ... her and I were 
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both hoping yo:, lould takf . i!lClly to the shop and try 
to r"p ~y us f..ll' .-.1.1 the - , 

'r·s. E ir::<:'f ',;'<l.B 111. Ol'tun te Ln 11PP plll'asiYlg tJ'la t 
nor1in8. fho het))) nod to be, in truth, rather an 
exceptional pal'ellt, bH~ tho., l!lornin~ she Bf.)-l'!l.ed lmable 
to nvo' d tll('l F1.bsunl protonsiolls .... h:.ch parents 0 thoDe 
days aS8unec i quite s:'ncOl·ely nne v:hich every good c i ld 
\7i th . ~( i·!1p.:.\ nect''i_ted • 

. Jophia \7 0 not n. eoo~l ehild, an eh, obstinately 
df111.1.0c :'_11 ll....,l~ I1ea!' J the cRr~dil1d .. _ pl'ill\,,: .. iJ::'O e)f' ~("'" lily 
life;, !k.,Jely, that.. tl-'e pa.rent has con1'.rre: 011 tho o1'f­
b IJr ~l1f; ,t B lpren8 1'a lour by br _nC:..ng j t illto the 'World. 
Ule Interrupted .heL' ,.Iothe . aga.in, rudely. 

'r don!t. ',ant to -LeEwe ~chocl ':..t all', Bhc'sr.:d 
p'lsAionJttnly. 

IBut ~r()u \Lll llwe to lea\lp. t-3choo._ i_ooner or l'1.".:.er', 
argueD .Irs. hines, l th an Clir of quiet rca oning, of 
IJutting fle.'se::r 011 ,1. 1e']1)1 wit: ~;opl:.ia. '''0 t can't 
stay at school for ever, ny pet, can you? Jut of y 
wa .! ' 

~;he hurrind across the ki tchfm wi th a pie, ;vhic 
she Hhip )on. il.to the OV ('11 , f:lhutt '11G th iron ',lor wi th 
acre ul RGsture. 

Yen', ol-l.:.d .Jcphia.' should like to bd a teacher. 
~hat'B lhat 1 ant to be'. 

111e tap il1 the c lal cell~\r, Q t of epair, vould 
[)e heul'd distinctl ann Aystenaticall w dropping' ater 
into a j r 0 . t 1e S_O}) tone. 

'A 8ch001-teflch8r?, in~irea. r6. Baines. 
, Jf c tot. 01' Ki. 1. thero.' saie. Sophla 

~~}.arp17. 'i th '- iss Chat rynd'. 
, . dOll t t t:lin .. yo L' fat. or .ould. ~ ':'ko thlt', _1' ..... 

~ail e ro I.i d. 'I'm sure he v.ouldntt 1i 0 it'. 
, hy tot? I 
~It \ouldn't 1'" quito suit~wb e'. 
t 11y not, r ether', the >':'1': de m.doc .~ th E. so·t of' 

:!'e::'oci ty. ..>~le had 0 q i tted he rA.nl.:;e. JI. 71o.n' s :ff:ot. 
ed past tLc .1 1do ;. 

,l.'S. iI':66 _s r-otartled and Bur_ rlsed. ~opl.ia· s 
ver: trying; h ann dCSCI'\cd 

it waR no+ thesA henomen leh Bor-
io sly f~ected rs. Hai lOS; she as uoed 0 t~et and 
1 ud co.,. t :::'0 )a.rd thorn I3.R sonehow the inevi table ac-
cor.lpaniI:lGnt of op~ ia' S 13£ uty, as t11' P na1 ty 0.1. 'tho. t 
eu "paBsil ~ clm ~ro hich occasionall~ e~ allated from the 
girl li ear d anee. hat tart od an surpriHed .1' • 

BaineR as tLo p ,~c t and untl1in'mble r dness o-r 
SOlh1a's 1n~ant1le scheme. ~t van a. revolation to r8. 
B ~ ~n~s. l1Y in th n8J1e of' heave. had the ~irl taken 
auch a. notion into herhead urphanB, ldo;" an' spin-
B ter.~ 0. cert~ill a.ge su d n 1y thro 11 on t 19 worl 
these n' "e the ,10. ell, ;:10, natuI'a11y, b c 1. 0 te:l.chers, 
'Uec uno 11 I .ac to becone sonething. But that the 



-'la· .. J.8;1~>Jr )J ~~l)llf\)J't. -)lv p ~f'llt." urL'OlUiQ131 by love and 
1:.11e p.leaBures 0: ~xc.c l:'..ent 110 r;;. e , s~l()uld w':'ah to teach in 
a schoo 1 WE'.f be~'ond t' e hori20r!.B of .. ::!:'~;. Baines' 8 COL1-

'non ... nso. Go ... i'ortab:'...e paronts of to-u~ y who have a. 
uif'f :_c'11 ty in Aympa thizing wi th ~~rs. Ba~nes, should 
picture wlmt their fOI"lings v·ould. be i" their Sophia.s 
ph, w'311. a r1td i ' dO<L.re '''::'0 ador-t. t1te voec..t.!.on 0:' chauf':er. 

'I t \;ould. takq you t.oo nucl1 3.\ ay :f{,0r:l hone t, said 
J'rn. BHI"~p:-;, ach':'ev':'nJ c, SGco~1c1 pic. 

Glm spoke softly. ~he exner>iencA of be r.g Do p ... 1ia t s 
q()t~lf'l.' :(',)1' III nrly Gix..::,ccl. yGar~; .130': not -·en. 1 at on 
1:rb. H'lined, and thcu.g sh. ,.;a.:; now dloeo ering undL"eant-
0:: danl~ers in f 0 '11' a t I) el'l'f"l. t:. • c t.e.Jpera.~e:1t, she .l' er- t 
11e1' presenc· of ini s'f L'ieien tly ,ell to bnhavEI ii th 
eli P l(Yln 1:, • c Bi.10'Jth.n( :, • - t . e.s un oubtedl y hUl.1· 11 :'i11g 
to L" loLhpr to be forcf?d to usn dip· onaey in dealing i th 
&, j;il' I, of ShOl't. nlOf~'" 66. III ho_" da:t Loth .l'!:) Lad been 
t.LUtocr<J.ts. L'.lt Sophia W<l.S ..... ophin.~ 

• '1 <1.v.'.1' .:. v J. ~'l! .:ophiu curtly de Jf4Lied. 
!. nd there' 8 1 0 opening in i"urs ley', said ros. 

ia5w'!B. 
'uiss Chctw'nd i'ould have I!ll~, and thf,n ftel' a time 

.I. C lU ld 0 tl) 1 131' 01 S tf?1' I • 

'H8r sister? ",' at s':'Bte{,'I' 
, ! "'1' ,.!.B l,CL' tl a.t has a big school in Londo'"1 oOrJe-

Hficre 1 • 

" r.. • i116S eov. red:ter~1)r6cedente.l cl;.!otiotls by 
gaz._nl-; intc t 18 ')ven at the first piA. ''':he ria was 
de ... 'l!, we Ll, under Ll thr: Clrcw'\,st 11e B. ,.1.11 those fow 
s~Gondd ahe reflected ralLdly ~nd decided that to a 
ucsp,rate dis_aBe a de'perawn rc~e, ~8t be app11ed. 
-~ondon! ,-,h~ 11 rse IJ. had nev r' n further than 
.I.,f\l chen te. Lo 1 on, 'a "tc' a ti e'! ~o, 1P 0 llCy 
would b .'1is "l1ac d in t_'iB ori is of ~)ophia' s develop-
mon t! 

f ~'ophi '; ShE' said, in a changed all soler n voice 
fronting lYT d. 1...I(-hl. r, an 1 holc.A.ing a lay. ::or pron 
tl' M! floured, r in ~cdr. ands , 'I don f t kno \ hn t has CO!":le 

olor you. ' l'u1 1 don't! ':our f ther €lobi ..L ar prepnr­
Ad to pu up i th a certain a ount, but th line .lUst b 
dra.wn. ~"l1A 1 C t i b, e 'va poi 1 t you, an In. eall of 
,etting ::JAtt r '0 you gro up, you're ettin orae. 10 
let ,e hear no Llor of tLif, please. 1 i.1 you ould 
i ttatp your ict r littlp Lor· Of co t'f:. 'f you 
\ or ! .. , (.,J y.) r dliJ.re in tr.e hop, no one ca.t In e you. 
If y~ c~,J bA to bp An idler about th hOUBA, e shall 
have to en ... 11"'(' ..L t. e can only advise you f r your 0 n 
'ood. mt ..., fijI' t. i 8 ••••••••••• ' :he stop..., d, and let 

oi lALcf' BPeR!-, nd then finished; 'Let e I ear no lore 
of ~ t I • 

.l..t ,"as' pm rful and 1I:llrS Biv spe ch, enunciated 
c' ~,rly ir. l'C to c- n. .rB. ~ai nf! i not I!l ll)yad 
c- L[ ce , .. i. .... s "it b a ~ oung laJ.y a . is tal t f1 ve yea' a.go 
fv!' light c)ndnct. 
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'But, mother ••••• ' 
A comnotion of. pails resounded at the top of the atone 
stApS. It was .a gie in descent from the bedrool s. Now, 
the Baines frulily passed its life in doin~ its best to 
keep its affairs to i tc.131f, the assumption being th'1.t 
.far~ie and all the shpp-staff ( r. Povey possibly except­
ed) were obsessed by a ravening appetite for that which 
did not concArn ~leM. Therefore the voices of the 
Bainses died away, or fell to a hushed, mysterious 
whisper, whAnever the foot of the eavosdropper was heard • 

• rs. Baines put a floured finger to her double chin. 
".:'hat will do,' said she, with rinality • 

. aggie appeared, and Sophia, wi th a brusque pre­
cipitation of herself, vanished upstairs. 

Dinner was silently eaten, and Constance having 
rendered thanks to God, Sophia rose abruptly to go. 

'Sop ... ia! ' 
'Yes, T'lothor'. 
'Constn.nce, stay wherp. you are,' said rs. Baines 

suddenly to Constance, who had meant to flee. Constance 
was therefore destined to be present at the happening, 
doubtles. in order to emphasize its ir!lport'l.nce and 
ssriounnesA. 

'Sophia', • rs. Baines resUI~ed to her younger 
daughter in an ominous voice. 'No, please shut the 
door. There is no reason why everybody in the house 
should hear. Come right into the room - right in! That's 
it. Now, what ere you doing out in the to m this morn-
ing?' 

Sophia W 8 fidgeting nervously ith th edge of her 
lit~le blac{ apron, and worrying a seam of t carpet 
with 10r toen. She bent her head to ards her left 
shoulder, nt first smiling vaguely. ~he said nothing, 
but every liMb, every glance, every curve, as speaking. 
ro. Baines sat firoly in her 0 n rocking- hair, full 

of the sensation that she had Sophia, as it ere, 
writhing on the end of" a skewer. Constance as braced 
into a ~oveleos anguish. 

'I ill have an ans or, t pu sued ro. Baines. 'That 
ere you doing out in the town this r.l?rning''l 

'1 just went out', ans ered Soph~a at leng h, till 
wi tll "es downcast, and a rather simpering tone. 

'Why did you go 0 t? You said nothing to ~e about 
going out. I hoard Constance ask you if you ere coming 
with us to the mar et, and you said very rudely, that 
you eren't'. 

'I didn't say it rudely,' Sophia objected. 
'Yes you did. And I'll than you not to answer 

back' • 
'I didn't mean to say it rudely, did I Constance?' 

Sophia's head turned sharply to her sister. Const nc 
knew not wherp. to look. 

'Don't answer back,' r. Baines repeated sternly, 
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'And don't try to drag Const nee into this, for I 'on't 
have it'. 

'Oh, of course Constance is alwnys eight!' observed 
Sophia, ith an irony whose unparalleled impudence shook 
• rs. Baines to her massive foundations. 

'Do you want me to have to snack you, child?' 
Her teMper flashed out and you could soe ringlets 

vibrating under the provocation or Sophia's sauciness. 
Then Sophia's 10 er lip began to fall and to bulge out­
wards, and all the muscles of 11(~r face seemed to slacken. 

'You are a very naughty girl,' said ,Irs. Baines, will 
restraint. (I've got her, said .rs. Baines to herself, I 
may just as WAll keep my temper.) 

And a sob broke out of Sophia. She as behaving 
liJm a Ii ttl child. She bore no trace of the young 
maiden eedately crossing th, Square ithout leave and 

ithout n escort. 
(I knew she was going to cry, said ~rB. Baines, 

breathing relief.) 
'I'm aiting,' said 1 rs. Baines aloud. 
A second sob. .rs. Baines manufactured patience to 

meet the def.1and. 
'You tell re not to ans or back, and then you aay 

you're waiting,' Sophia blubbered thickly. 
, ( at's that you say? How can I tell hat you say 

if you talk like that?' (But rs. Baines failed to hear 
out of discretion, which is better than valour.) 

tIt's of no consequence,' Sophia blurted forth in 
a Bob. She as weeping no , and tears ere ricocheting 
off her lovely crimson chee s on to the carpet; her 
whole body as trembling. 

'Don't be a great baby,' re. Baines enjoined, ith 
a touch of rough persuasiveness in her voice. 

'It's you ho ma e me cry,' said Sophia, bitterly. 
'You make me cry and then you call me a great baby!' And 
sobs ran through her fr me like av s one after nother. 
She spoke so indistinctly that her mother no really 
had SOMe di ficulty in c tching her ords. 

tSophia', said rs. Bain s, ith god-like calm, 'it 
is not I who rna e you cry. It is your guilty conacienc 
makes you cry . I hav merely asked you a question, and 
I intend to have an ans er'. 

'I'vp told you'. Her~ sophia checke th Bobe ith 
an imrnAnsE effort. 

, lat have you told m l' 
'I just went out'. 
'I ill have no trifling,' said rs. Baines. t 

did you go out for, and without telling 1 If you had 
told r19 after ards, hen I carne in, of your 0 n accord, 
it might have been different. But no, not a ord! It 
iA I . 0 have to nek: No , quick! I can't ait any 
longer' • 

(I gave way over the castor-oil, my girl, r. 
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Baines aaid in hor own breast. But not A.gain! Not Again! 
f I don I t know,' Sophi A. f'lurmured. 
, iha t do you me an - you don't know? t 

The sobbing recommenced teapestuou. ly. 'I Mean I 
don't know. I just went out.' Her voice rose; it was 
noisy, but scarcely articulate. "hat if I did go out?' 

'Sophia, I am not going to be talked to like this. 
If you think bec use you're leaving school you can do 
exactly as you like •••••• 

'Do I want to leave school?' yolled Sophia, stanplng l 
In a moment a hurricane of emotion overw elmed her, as 
though that stamping of the foot had released the demons 
of the storm. Her face was transfigured by uncontroll­
abl passion. 'You all want to make Me miserable!' she 
shrieked with terrible violence. 'And now I can't ev n 
go out! You are a horrid, cruel woman, and I hateyou! 
And you can do what you like! Put me in prison if you 
like! I know you'd be glad if I as dead!' 

Bhe dashed fron the room, banging the door with a. 
shook t1at made the house rattle, And she had shouted so 
loud, that she night have b.en heard in the Ahop, and 
even in the kitchen. It was a. startling experience for 
_rs. Baines. ro. Raines, hy did you saddl youroelf 
with a witness? Why did you so positively say th"t 
you intended to have an answer? 

h r dign1ty about 
wind haR snatched 

girl had rmch a 
for her 0 s k !' 

'Really', she sta 1ered, pulling 
her ahoulder" like a garment that th 
off. 'I never dreaned that t poor 
dreadful ter'lp r! .1at a pitj it is, 
It as h best she could do. 

ConAtanc , who co ld not bear to itness her mothers 
huniliation, v niAhed very quietly fron the room. Sh 
got halfway upstairs to the second floor, and tIen, 
hearing t e loud, rapid, painful, regular intak of 
sobring breaths, she hesitated and cr pt do n ag in. 

This s. rae Baines's first costly xperionc of 
th child tharuc1eeo for h-ving b an brought into the 
world. t robbed h r of her profound, absolute b,lief 
in hernelf. She had thought she 1m very thing in h r 
houoo and CQuld do everything there. And 10! she had 
suddenl ptunb1 d ae inat an unsusp cted personality 
at large in h r house, a sort of hard narbl affair that 
inforn d hor by eanr. of bumps that if she d1d not nt 
to ot hurt, sh(' uat ep out of the ay." 1 

A conparison of' L 0110ra Stan ay and Ros , with r. 

Baines and Sophia under sin1lar c1rctlllstances ho th richn ss 

f i aeinat10n and the car fully consider d p.ychology of . r. 

B nnett. Pera na1ity 1s pr ciously and inf1n1tn ly varied: h 

1. Old 'ives' Tale: pp 34-
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states this with characteristic fACility in opeaking of the young -
girl Annunciata Fearns: 1 

"ml:e housp exioted around Annuncia.ta; it was her 
frn~o. And she was so touching in hpr naivete, her 
siDplicity, her HOl'iousnes , h r sincerit:r, her 70nder, 
her ca.priciousness, her sensitiveness, her gawky grace, 
her enchantin~ alternation bet 'een childishness and woman­
linens - she 'as so touching that even to watch her or 
to c:1.tch h"'r in a characteristic attitude would sonetimes 
bring tears into the e~re8 of' onA who had F.yes to 'soe. 
Why? Heaven knows! She was not a- all extraordinary. 
T'1~re ar thGusands and thousands like her, tens of thou­
sands of thene strange disturbing r'lysterious vi tali ties. 
And yet, frequency cannot cheapen them. r.ach is the 
supre~e excuse for the univer a, a miraculous vase from 
which the pur fluid of life itRelf seOl1£ to gush forth." 

Under .!r. Bennett's discerning interpretations the two 

situations however similar in their social featurts, r.lust show 

widely different in the outcome because the other factors are per-
2 

sona l and human: 

"'What's this about your going to London, Rosie?' 
Leonora asked in a voica soothing but surprised, whan 
the 1I1eal had bp.gun. 

'You know, I!lnrnrna. I mentioned it to you the oth('r 
day' • The girl's tone impliad that what she had said to 
lJ onora perhaps Wfmt in at one ear and out at the other. 

Lp,bnor rPienbered. Rosa had in fact casually told 
hpr 1hEtt a .choo1 friend in Oldca tIe who as studying 
for tl1 sa.'! exa ... ina tion as h rRelf ha gone to London 
fGr six we'~k ' final coaching under \ hat Rose call d a 
, lanYCraY1:1er' • 

• 'But you didn't tell m that you anted to go as 
well,' Leonora 8 ide 

'YeE, mother I did,' Rose affirI!lea i th calm. 'You 
foreat • I'm sure I shan't pass if I ~on't go. So I 
as ad father hile you ere all at th18 op ra ffnir'. 

'And what did he say?' Ethel de anded. 
'lIe said a ould make inquiries this mornin nd 

see' • 
~thel gava a laugh of goodnatur d deri ion. 

sha exclainod, 'a.nd you'll Sf) too!' 
In response to this oracular utteranc , Ro e 

bent low r OV8r her plat n 3 

1. /hat God Hath Joined: plIO 
2. Leonora: p17 9 

'Yes' , 

ncr ly 
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"t I do hope you 'i'ill paa " sa1d Leonora cordially 
to Roce. 'You certainly deserve to'. 

tIl novi I shan't, unleA. I get BOr!le outside help. 
'1:' brnin isn't that sort of brain. It's another aort. 
Onl:, onp, han to J"nuckle down to these wretched exaMS 
first t • 

Leonora did 110t understand her daur;hter. ShA kne v, 
howev r, that th 1'8 was not the' slighteAt chance of :~os 
beine ?llowed to go to London alone for any lenr;thened 
poriod, 'lnd she wondered that ROBe could be so blind 
as not to percieve this. As for illicent's vague 
notions, which the c ild had furtively broached during 
hnr father's absence, the are TJeonora thought upon them, 
the nore fantastically irnpos.ibl e they seemed. She 
chan~ed the subject." 

. .J( 
1hilo definitely leas psychologicn t~Rn the Kinship 

studi s in Clayhanger or the Old "iv s' Ta.le, atill the pictur 

of the household at Hillport ia s~ill sa.tisfactorily realistic. The 

various individualiti a in the enforced intimacy of faMily life; 

the elfolding of character under that intimacy and the preesur of 

par ntal authority, i13 ly or injudiciously xercised, 01.' 

with revealing cl rity: 

"I lla::lI'1a ! 1'0 r;oing to have ny tea first thing. The 
Burgesses hav a.ked me to play tenni. I np dnlt ait 
need I? It g ts dark 0 oont. A illicent stood 
tl ro ard ntly p ra asiv , ahe forgot that adult per­
cons do not stand on one leg or put th ir fing r in 
t1 ir nouths . 

Leonora looked fondly at th aprishtly girl , v in, 
tty as 011 in h r 
illicent's faults and 

by the charm of 1.' 

setf-conscio s, and blonde and pr 
hite dr 8S. S A r cognized 11 
8hort-co~ing8, and yet as ov rcom 
pr aence. 

to, ~i 1 v, you mtlB t a1 t ' • hron 
sat, inscr Itablp. and tyranno S I.eonora , 

ard ato~ in th universe, 1 1d ·r carom 
oth r ay ard atom; nd sh thought ho 

on the rustic 
a istf'ul, y­
nd upon th 
str ngp. it 0. 

tl t this should b • 
'But, a ••••••• ' 
'Fathp.r specially aid you rou t b in for tea. Y u 

know IOU have far too ouc} fr dorn. rbat h ve you be n 
doinSvall artcrnoon?' 

'1 haven't b en doing an.th1ng, ! 
J~eonora feared for th strict veracity of her young­

est, blt she said no hing, and illy r turned full of 
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annoya.nce against the inconceivable caprices of parents. 
At twenty minutes to seven John Stanway entered his 

larrje an<" handsome dining-room •••••••• 
t re's ROBP,?' hp, demanded suddenly in the de-

pr()ssin~ Ailence of tho tea-ta.ble, aA if he had juot 
discov red the absenco of hiB second daughter. 

'She's been working in 'her room all day', said 
Loonora. 

'That's no reason why she should be late for tea'. 
At that Monent ROBe ent8red. She was very tall and 

pale, ht"r dress as a little dowdy. I,1ke lwr father 
and .illicent, she carried her ead forward and had a 
tendency to loole downwards, and her spin Beemed flaccid. 
;.;thel was b autiful, or about to bf3 beautiful; i11ic nt 
was pretty; Rose plain. Rose was deficient in flty1e. 
She dil3po:md style, and regarded her sisters an frivol­
our Dinnino and gadabouts. r;he was the seriou? M .I"1bf r 
of the fa Illy, and for two yearH had been ctudying for 
thr> .,atric11.1at.1on of London University. 

'LatA n.1~ain:' said hAr fathAr. 'I shall stop all 
this exan 1','01" ~ t • 

Rose said nothing, but looked rosf'ntful. 
\ len t}le hot diahp.8 ha.d been ra.!'takfm of J B BBi 

w~s disni Bed, and Leonora waited ~or the bursting of 
the storr'!. It was 'illicent who duow it do/me 

'I think I shall go do ill to Burgens s, after all, 
J:1aHl'la. It's quit'" light! 61e said flith audaGiolS pBrt-
noss. 

lipr father look d at h r. 
'\ at were you doing this afternoon, illy?' 
'I wont out for ~ walk, pa'. 
'Who ith?' 
'Ho on .f 
'Didn't Is. you on th canal-side ith you g 

Ryley?' 
'Y 5, father.! as going back to th 'ork aft r 

dinner, and e juot happ'nod to ov rta ne'. 
i.i lly and Eth 1 xchang d a ift glanc • 
'Happen d to ov rtake you! I aa YOU.8 I wa 

drivi'lf, past, ov r th can 1 bridg. Y u littl tho 19ht 
I sn. you'. 

, ell, fnther, I couldn't Ip him ovart.k1ng m . 
13 sldos ••••••• t 

'Br>sid ! t he t ok hp.r up. 'You had y r han 
his 51ouldrr. HOI do you xplain that?' 

on 

illicent as silent. 
t 1 'ro 'loS 1 ned of you, r gularly a ham ••••• you 

, i thyo lr ' a d on 1'li ho lld r in ull 3i ~ht of th 
orks! nd on your oth r' b':'rthday too!' 

L onor inv 1 nt ri .r stirr d. For ''lor 
tw nty yearnit had b n his custom to giv h 
and a t. n-pound note b for br akfa8t on h r 
bu t thll" y.ar h had. 0 far mad no rn ntion 
th anniv l"sary. 

than 
r a ki 
birthday, 
hatB r of 
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'I I !l hoinl'; to put my foot do in', he continued, i th 
.,rievod t!luj 'ty. 'I don't" ant to, but you 'forc 1"'18 

to it. I'll h~v no go:nga-on wi.~ ~r d Ryley. Under­
etl.1d t. J\nd tll have no or idling about. You 
[;lrlf at 1 1st you two - 1" i bone-i ile.Ethel sha.ll be-
8 1n to ~o to t~e 'orKD next lond y. 1 wa.nt a c18rk. And 
you, illy, fTlWJt ta.ju~ up the house eepin. other you'll 
s e to :. 1 1. t. ' 

l,oonor'i. reflected that wherea6 l!.thel sho ad a 
marred 1ft for housekeoping, illy WdS instinctively 
uvprs to BV I"~ thin ~ I e]'ely do aotic. ut wi th her 
acculred 'fatalism she accepted the ukase. 

'You underGt<md', said John to his pert youngost. 
'Yos, p~pa'. . 
t .0 r10re carrying-OIl- wi th ./red Eyley - or anyon () l£.e 
fro, pa.)a'. 
'I've got qui te eno'lgh to orry rnA i ho 1 t being 

bothnr d by you girln.' 
Rose left the tablp, conocio1101y innocent both of 

sloth and of light behavior. 
'''!hat 1"0 you going to do no , 1 oseY , i~e could not 

let her off scott-fro • 
'Read my ole! istry, father'. 
'You'll do no such thing'. 
'I must, if I'm to pass a.t Christ as,' shp- said 

firMly. 'It's my ea est S bject'. 
'Christmas or no Christna " he rf.lplied, 'I' not 

g01n~ to let you kill yourself. Loo at your r ce! 
I ond I' vour mother ••••••• ' 

'Run-into the garden for hile, my de r', sa.id 
Leonor~ softly, and th girl noved to obey. 

'Hose,' he called her b ck sharply B his ex sper­
atio' b C8.'1, fidgetty. 'Don't be in such hurry, open 
the ind n i 1ch . t 

J'thel a.nd illicent disa.ppea.red after the mann r of 
young fox-terrier~; they did not visibly depart; they 
er th re, one looked a. y, they ere gone . In the 

bedroo~ hich th Y sh red, the door ell lock 1, they 
thre off all restr ints, conventions, pr tences, nd 
diBcuBs d the world, and th ir 0 n orld, lth terriblo 
C'ln our. '.rhi s cred nd untidy P rtI:lent, here Many 
o~ the habits of childhood atill ling r d, 0 a r tre t 
a. sanctul.ry f'r r:l the 1 , and the f stness h d been in­
geniousl' secur d galnst surprio by tho peculi r posi­
tion of the bedstead in front of the door aYe 

'I"ather ia . don ~e !' s id "theI. 
• And m never says a ord!' s ld • i 1y. 
• I could sieply h ve smacked hin hen he brought in 

moth.r's birthd y,' Ethel continued s~v ely. 
'So could have It. 
'Fancy him thinking it's y u. What Inr!' 
'You are a brick, illy. And I didn't think you 

'ere, I didn't rea.lly.' 
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, hat a horrid pig you are, Fth!' illy protested, 
ftm' Et' G 1 laughed. 

'lid y u give Fred my note all right?' ~thol 
de!!landecl. 

'Yes', anBW red illy. 'I supp 0 he's conin~ up 
tonir;ht?' 

' ·I asked hL to'. 
'':.'hpre'll be a. frantic ro one day. I'm Sure 

there will', ~illie s id meditatively, a~ter pause. 
'Oh! there's bound to be!' Etlel assented, and s~e 

added: '{other does trust us. Have a choc?' 
~ illy said yes, ana ~thel dre a box or bonbons 

frOM her poc et. 
T}'ey neArne-i to contenplato with a fearful joy the 

probable exposure of that life of flirtations and 
chocola.te which ran its oecret course side by side ith 
the other life f de8ure propriety act~d out f0r the 
b .nefit of the older eenpration. If these innocent 
a'1d inexperiencAd souls had been accused of Ie d1 ng a 
double life, they would have dRnied the charge ith 
genui lIe indign tion. evertheless, driven by the 
uni v~rsA.l 10nf';lng, and abetted by parental a.pa thy and 
parent 1. 1 c'lc of i!'laginatinn, the did Ie d a double 
life. m~oy ch~f'Ad bitterly under the code to which th y 

e R obliged ostensibly to submit. In their !!loods or 
revolt, they honestly believed their parents to be dull 
and obstin t~ cr ~tureR ho ha.dlost the appet"te for 
ro_.anc~ nd RCst sy and .ere determined to oortify this 
a p"'ltlte in others. They desire heaps of oney nd the 
free infornal COMpanionship of very young . en. The 
lattAr - t the co. t of so~e intrigue and subterfuge -
thay contrived to gat. But money they COlI n t get. 
Frequently they said to each Ob1:i.er ith intense e rna t­
ness th1.t they ould do anytling for money; n th 
repeated paSSionately, 'anyt ing'. 

'Just to look at th t stuc' -up thing!' aid 'lly 
laughinB. The:1 stood together at the indo, nd .illy 
pointad h l' f;nger at Rose, .ho as A.lping con cientio s 
ly to and fro across the garden in th g therin dUB~. 

Ethel r pped .1 thn pa.o, and th thr e si ter 
exchal~ed friendly aniles. 

'Rosie will never paBR her eXaM, not if sle live 
t b a hundred', said ·thel. 'And c n you io gin f ther 
rn king ne go to th or s1 van you 1 gine th sen ~ of 
it?' 

'He 1On' t let you al up i th re at ni Ylts ' , 
s id illy, 'so you needn't think'. 

'And your hO'lQek eping!' Ethel axcl i od. 'r:h t 
trn. t father ill have at Meals!' 

'Oh! I can eas:ly get round nother', id .ll1y 
ith confidence. 'I c n't housekeep, nd a kno s th t 

P rfActl ell'. 
""ell, f'<tt e1' ill forget 11 bout it in e or 

t '0, tl t' one co fort', thel concluded the .. att r. 
'Are you g in~ down to Burgesses 0 sep, Harry'l' he 



.in(';uircd, obf3erving I illy put her hat on. 
'Yes ' , said {illy, ' Cissie sRid she ' d conA for me 

if I was late . You ' d bette:-- Atay in and be dutiful' . 
' I shnll of~~r to play ~letB with Mother . Don't 

you be lon[,;. Let's try that chorus for the Op~ratic 
before AuppAr ' ". 1 

The tyranny of f'1,thers is unt.Ampered in _,"1". Bennett's 

tales : uri tness Ephraim '.ellwri[!ht, whose life long tyranny ovor 

wiro and d~lghters is mirrored in miniature in this glimpse of 

hin : 

"Anrl'l. hal forr,ottAn to buy bacon, and since little Agnes 
hac to run do~n to Leal's for it, breakfast would be lat 
It was a c~lanity uni~le in her experience ! She stood 
at thp door of hor bedroOl~, and wa.ited, vehemently , f'or 
A!~neB' s return. At last the child raced breat lessly in; 
Anna flew to neet her . 7ith incredible speed the bacon 
Will:-' whippod all t of title wrapper, and Anna picked up the 
knife. At tho f'irAt stroke sho cut hersolf, and Agnes 
was obliged to bind hAl'" finger with rag. The cloc' strut: 
the half-hour Ii '~e 11 kne 11. I t. was twenty minutes to 
nine , f'orty Minutes behind time, whon the two girls 
hurriod into the parlour, nna bearinE'.; the bacon and hot 

I teA, Jgnes tho brAad and coffee. r.Tellwri ht sat 
upright and ferocious in his chair, the inage of offence 
and wrath. Instea.d of reading hj.s letters he had fed full 
of this ineffable grievance. ~je neal began in a desolat 
ing silence . The male creature ' s terrible displeasure ~ 
rneated the whole room like an ether, invisible, but 
carrying vibrations to th9 heart. Then, wh~n he had 
eaten one piece of bacon, and cut his envelopes, the 
miser began to eMpty hi~aelf or 80 0 of' his ang~r in 
st0rI1Y, tonef' tha.t nil,;.t } ave upr00ted trees. Anna our.:ht 
to feel thoroughly ashamed. He could not imagine hat 
she had bAen thinklne of . ny didn't she toll hin she 
wa.s Koin~ to he pr YAr- meeting1 by did she go to the 
prn Ar- Roting, dis8.rr !1ging the thole househo d? How 
cane s!w to f"'rg~t the bacor.? It W'.1.B ross carelessness. 
A prntty exq~ 10 to hor little siater ! Tho fact was 
th t siner.> lpr birt da' she ha.d gotten abov~ heraen. 'he 
'as carnless and r,~ tr vaBant . Lao" how thic the bacon 
~n e t. He sho ld not stani it nuch longer . And her 

finger all red, nnd thQ blood dropping on the cloth: a 
nice siv,ht ~t a 1eal! Go ana tie it up again. 

Vithout ~ord sho loft tho room to obey. Of 
course she had no defence. Agnes, her tars falling , 
pec od h8r food timidly li~e a bird, not daring to stir 
fron her chair, Aven to assist at the finger. 

1 . Leonora : pp 1~-2~ 
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a.t did J r. 'yn r say1 f 'i'e11wr1 ht inquir"d 
:fiercely whon Anna had come bac into th rOOM. 

, .r. l. ynors' '? she l"lurrnured, t a 1066, but v guely 
apprehending fUrther trouble. . 

t Did you see hi. ?' 
'Yen, :rathor'. 
'Did you givp hie my message?' 
'I forgot it'. God in heaven. She had forgotten the 

nessage. 
"i th n. devaatatine grunt 'r. Telh right alked 

speechless out of the room. The girl~ cleared th t ble, 
exchan.in~ sym")athy .ith a Elngle mute glance. Anna's 
one sat! faction was ~lat, even if she had re e bel" d the 
n· ~'sa1~e, sLe cou d not possibly have delivered it. 

rai~ T llwtight at yed in the front parlour till 
half-past ten o'clock, unseen but felt, like n angry 
god behind a cloud. mhe conscioi.lsneas th!\t he 'ae th re, 
un p3ased and dangerous, rSl7Jained uppermost in thp. inds 
of vhe two girls during the lorning". 1 

The o~ly occasion upon .hich the story of the Old lves' 

TalA is actlally ta·An into the bedrool. of John Baines, par lytle, 

is in order th~t ho May tyranniz~ impot.ntly, di~~ustingly over 

Sophia upon the qu ~tion of h r vocation! ~ 

gd in layhanger as in a statl7 of resentful inti ida-

tion all hie life; hl7 t!1ought of his father as of so e horrible 

o~ipotencp., do~in~ting hiM by blind chane ithout reason or 

justice: .he climax c ~e hon dwin de ,ired the finnnci 1 inde-

pendenc noc6asary t') 1 i pro jected a .... ri r:e i th Hilda J .. ess ays: 

1. 
2. 

Ann 
Old 

, t I co Ildn' t 11)arry 1ss Less ays on a pound 9 k' 
~d in '11" 11" d in dl3spq,l1", his 10 9r lip hanging. 'I 
th')u l-tt Y u i.;ht pArha s b offering e a partnership 
by this i A!' Possibl in somo nnd hour a thought eo 
ild had fIt t d through his brain. 

'Did you!' rejoined Darius. And in th fe rful 
grimne a of the n's ace nts as conce led 11 hi 
intensA nd egotistic s n e of pop essing in absolute 
o erehip the blsines hich he little boy out of th 
D~ot Ie han prac ic 11 created. Ed in did not and 
could not underst nd he fierc stren th of is f th r's 
Motion concprnlng the bUB nps. 1ready in tacitly 
nere~in~ to 10 ve nd in the busin os after hi own 
d~ th, n~lnls ina~lned hi solf to b superbly b nevolpnt. 

t nd thp,~ there 'oul~ be hous -furnishing and 0 

of the Five To s: pp 87-8 
1 ee' Tale: p 47 
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on', Fd in continued. 
'. at about that fifty pounds?' Darius curtly in-

quired. 
Edwin wa.s startled. .ITOV r since thA hlstoricacene 

11 d -) rius 'lade the lir;hteot ref' renee to the proceeds 
of tl e Building 80c1oty B.U\re. 

'I haven't slent al.l of it', 'dwin muttered. 
Do fLat he would 'Ii th his brain, thA project o-t 

arria86 and housa-tenancy and a separate existence 
obstinately presented itoplf to hi1 as fantastic and 
preposterous. 10 \,a.s he t) as" so ouch fro destiny? 

e could n)t feel thc..t :10 was a O!l.n. In 11l. father's 
,- .'e. nc 110 no ler c'mid. foel tl at he waa a man. He 
re. uine oy, with no ri~ ta, moral r matorial . 

'All i. as 10 3ay she's got money of her 0 n ••• ' 
Durius re .c.rrod an wan olsiderably astonished hen t e 
boy' o.lked '"'trail;ht out of the room and closed the door. 

It OV~6 1~in 1 st Gra.in of cO!' man sense th'.t tool: 
Edwin in ~ilenc out of the room. 

~iB rabIe, d.esplicable basonoss. Di the old devil 
SUi)pO re th1.the QuId be c pablo f asking hia ife to 
.r':ncl tlo rcs')urc s hich Ie hinsolf could not bring'? He 
~as to say to his wife: 'I can on~y supply a pound a ee 
bu t as you've "'ot I:loney 1 t , on' t roo. t ter'. 'lhe rnor not· 0 

outr 8 0d hi~ so a fully that if he had stayed in the 
rOOM thpr o 10 Id h ve be n an alt0rc tion and perhaps"a 
pf'rr1nnent os tr'1.ngemen t. 

As he otood fur':'olB and iC.llortn.nt in the h 11, he 
t 10 ght, with his ioagina.tion quic ened by th . emory 
of r • • ):.IB ions: 'ihon you'ro old, and 've got you •• ' 
he clenched his fisto and his tAPth en I've got you 
ann. yo' c~n' t help yours<"'l:f, by ('od it' 11 be my turn!' . 

And 10 moant it." 1 

It is perhapB; a .a~t r of chnractArizatl.on, to sho ho 

after 11 hen ate i~h charLct riatlcRll cruAl jus tic deliver-
" " 

cd hiB rat .r i to ~ 10 I and a - ~d in did not savor ~lB rev nge. 

1. 
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IV: M' . if IN?: mp ~T .. rrT"R OF LIFR. 

"But thin~e ~rR BO obstina~elT, so incurably unsent­
ine .~f\.l" • 

_ T11e Old fives' ":tle -

(a) 'f':1"7 Fll1Bh of Life. 

"Con~ol~ 0, rumls~ rna, terrify mc, makp MO cry, r:l6ke 

me dre' fIl, or ma.ke I1~ thinl{", the public says to the ri tor, in 

tl-te fnncy of Guy ae aupassant, 'hile the . incere crt tic sa.ys, 

".lake e sOlething fine in thA form that shall suit you beat 
I 

ccordin to your tmTlperavnont". The reader of r. Bennett's boo s 

feels nost rrl1.teful for the tAnpera.~ent that has found Buch com-

p let expression in then. Ji'or not i thstancilne his careful detach-

m nt, his splendid obj ctivity, the rAuder fAsle .oignantly the 

force of r. Bonnett's erson~lity. It is a st1~ulat~n~ contact. 

~ is pt to convict you of slallo w 
and prudishness and ment.l 

co ardice, of bein~ blind and deaf; of slaapin r a ay 
life full 

of ~ \.rv 10, unaware th' t anytll n r unusual is 11 ppening. 

L r. B nnett's curiosity is insatiable, his fearlessn ss 

hiE n Aarly non-partis n as hUMal nature 

1. Eesay of "eGhnique in pre! ce to Pierre at Jean by , Guy de 
! aupassant. 
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can attain to. TIi~ atti udo :_ philosophical but vithout the 

a1001'n088 of thp. 1: 1 E'or-}- "r. !iG 13 0. pftssionate plead'7r for life. 

He is onthusi:3Gtic .g,bout it. He is acstatic. He convi lCes you 

that even norro"", t r~or "'..d c l'l.mitJ l:.">rf>ly pr,sn the onderful 

1 
feverish perf me of the wnrld", he 

says of' th"J ''lost o ...... er::~ul and t.~'Y'l'lfic of his brain childr n, Hilda 

L saways. And a~nin: 

is to be 

" r.:ain yot in !her unhappines she W'1.S bleat. She 
sflvoped h8r UM" Juin{.>8F1. • h. drank it do m pasfliona te-
1:/ as th01.lP"h it" Pl"O the very a ter of' life - hich it 
was •. he lived to t e utmost in every moment. The 
recond1tl) romance fAxistence ~as not hidden from hc<r~ ~ 

nd then, when the hour of Lilda.'s trial had COMe upon 

II 'he began to percetv that this th t she was living 
throu~h A. lifo. ~he J~ her lips. Grief! Sha~e! 
Disillunion! HardsRi ! P~ril! C tastrophy! Exile! 
Above all, exil ! These had to be faced and they ould 
be f:1.ceo." '1 

It 1s not 01 ar that his doctrine is that to live fully, 

hq,np r. Life is 1fl.rvelous, onderful, um~peak ble-. - n, t 

it is cruel, inscrutable, 1"9 Len t less, terrible. Yet he is em-

ph<J.ticallJ not n pes imist. ['uch a spirit soe s naive, senti-

mental, be. ilie h l' naHsionate earne tue s. reve Is onder, 

investi exp rlenCA. a nronounce life neither sweet nor 

bitter, {Tood or bad, but COMPO nop (f all conceiv ble qua11ti B, 

'sensations, ~ otions. .it is Ul1uttl3r ble. t is not the a pst 

---------------------_.-----------------------
1. ri Ida. Loss a.ys: (lq 11) P 4'7 

Ibid P 66 
3. Ibi pp 502-5~3 



:for happineRs thl.t wope u'flold Belmett's p aple goine on; It is 

th q ,o't for lift- - l_i" Gv(~r I!1ore abundantly. And he pays the 

tr 11)vtA of 11 i <' ~ 1 'hI" t acinir i tion md love to the da.untless spiri t 

of' hl nni t:r rUB 1.n r wi th f 1 rCA ea.gerne s upon its unkno n ay. 

Tl is SAm~e of exhi l' .... '1 ... -; 'I in his nov~ls is p rhaps 
• 

the 'lOrA re lar mble in v c, of the extrelfle of average, in incident 

and in cl arn.cter, he t11ects to portray. Tho outspo en adlnira.t;on 
I 

of' ' illian Tjean iOi ells ~or the youn.,. r;'nglishman is not surprising. 

~ ':'} ny are blood brothcr~ in realip::1; tut; thl3 venerable dean of 

Americnn letters r::l d ~ <) J 19 to b, cited about in this most 
I-l~) 

mat"'r-of-fact 1Torld. " is vhe novel of' Planners - his stories 

art:l 1'10St fre w:.ntly . 1 4 d. to as s.)Gial documnnts; Bennett on t.e 

ot' ,(')~ nAvap vearies f procl .:. lillg the wondAr and joy or the 

v)1'ld; tlll u rrins do of t'H~ 1'01 H.ntlci.!t seems inrantilej the 

01'(1. ===~==_n , t'.... SAl ves conderu1f~rs of our 

lAthRl'gic, ;"'\q,l-aliv" r-tntp o~ ':'nd. ::::n .1". Bcnnett's field of 

int- 'est ... ;::'1'e is "ot'':' .IT a'.JGL"age r con :lOnplace. ':0 paraphr se 

the race Poet; Tl'l!'C' s Lot'ling 6i th I' great or scalI but thinking 

rrm t:>.s i. t 60. On') to WhO~l l' fe is c .,., nplnc"', h having AyOS, 

SA:':>:- -lot, lP, h1. ,: t up for j'J.r ccntenp in the pArron of the 
fl 

sti ab '1 a.<!~, '1Y.O,1. 

1. H 
2. 

T'\c GO'1, t'10'lg ,., v~r'r goo shorthand wrl t r, 
exp rioncf' a. . ne spaper reporter and 
n ninco~poop. T. r could b ]0 other 

b ~n co~pl c nt indif orence a~ he 
e stove on cold 1i ht of anuary, 
of most mar v lous and ravishing 

~ is n ectacl~ was i da Less 'ays v r sober­
I' attir rt, • tra':nine; at tJ e d 'lbl 1ron handl aof 
rwty '~t wo Ie tnr prso'.. fhe clench d hI r hand and 
h I' tGeth, and sho fro ned, as though she love it. t 
la"t he extr"cted tl:e cor':'F?d lotter and exani e it. 

'aMud,ed', she Murmured, tragic. 
eakly, r ~r's .agazine, are 1911, 

: (1 . 1) >p 8 -86 
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.. nd tl' xc, 1.ls':t ~-60n, a,] ·"l.ys f'ae tious1y 
cheAflful, n.nd it'lOit n gr~in of ~ur!l.or, :CAr:1 rked:'Cop­
'ol~n rn w"~h t'A 1 0, i~n ~enR VB, is the rather of 
BMud,ed p,pintl s'·. 

F " W B ver thirt r. t·e h d q,~ ar ah'8 with young 
WO"1lA. He reCK:O'1Ad t1-t~vt there r 1l1Oun d Ii ttl~ for him 
to lA tr..... TIe ad d'" 1:_ )e:' L" p,1 'I c]'en thin yo:m lor:w.n 
; t tl-l(" pro;;". rA .an clvirly~ sOlm her 8tn1"i;'~ under 
1'i '"'rc81.l.cCllllr !(l0 V 0l"1AntB, and in her bendinia nd 
fltrc.ightrni!'rn, nd in ror dolicat8 C r Bsinr.;n, and in 
hDr ~nv ~B ne vl"n ~ 'n 'rin'ltn 0, and jn her rapt 
razingn, "nrl in aJ.l hrr a' ul absorption, he had ui te 
rai lA t ,)'rl"'r. i vo th(') tnrri ble Po h"'T' out 0 rin of fl 

hu:', n ~r.u1.., M; lit.], p[.snionato, nd Wl. tr,l.l. He h ,d ept 
hi .... Po'rR c:r rAr f'liM bust. and tight- irde wa.ist th t 
8prun'~ 811dd">nI~r ne t and smooth out of' the curvine skirt­
~olctp, ~n it lad not occurred to hiM to exclaim pvpn 
in hin eart:' it yo l' girllshness and your f r -
oci t~r, "our intir:lid tin,s seriousness and y ur d,plicioUB ' 
absurdit~T, I would givA~. ank's P;Ofl juot to t. ke hold 
o~ y~} Rnd sha A you!' No, the dolt h d BRAn absolutely 
naue;ht but a conse· ntloue "'P,I1a.le be~innAr le1l.rning 
the d'tiea of the pns 'hich h hi nelf ad bapti~ d ns 
tl ~t of 'edit rial cretary". 

r. Cannon the employer of theM both ent red, read the 

lettor and I' HU'lced to Day. on t a.t. it nted the Bignnture. 

"Dayson too a pen fter describin a f'A 
flourlsheA in the air, bout a qu rter of' n lnch above 
tie lovel of tl0 p per, he .1 glli1'.i.cently oir;ned: 

'Da,roon 00.' "uch 'as the title of tIn proprietor­
nhi}.. Jus t as r .flek was r. "annon' f3 dt.UIlrly in the 
1a , ',0 \ B Da son in the newsp Ar business. But 
'n ~retl,~· .CnrkeOK "aa rivate y sh r.led, Dayoon as proud 

of hi' r)l, h~ch gay hir the ~llusion ot po er nd 
,lor'," • 

'fho 1'" •. liar tOUCI.('!· hlnt piqu ntly th t th Axe 11~nt 

a.s s be 10!: ';)" to I. n ~()rous fru-L l r. 

Go.:le of r. Bennet. t' crl tic obj c to h t they call 

the dA d 1 vel of his corn onpl ces. or 1 nothinj, th. s 

to G ip f'r~. or to. Thev char~ ni~ i h f' ulty B ns of 
1 

v III s nd 'iroportion, and inst nc th, Beveral pa e of ttentio 

.----------- ._--- - --------------
1. onument 1 Reali r.l , r 3.tion D~c. 7, 1911. 
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given to <:drin Cl'yhanger's sensations over a new suit of clothes. 

\Ie.' clothes are not tho biS thinl!,s of lit'e; the 01der a.sters of 

the novel gave their serious attention only to the biB things -

d several death bed scenes VH3re ci ted. ..11"'. De~met t t S defense 

is the epic quality of his books - the completeness with which they 

arA a study of lif0 - ~nd his psychological method. Things are 

important or trivial in his novRls ~s they aro in exporienc. -

from the position th~y occupy in the Plequence of cautJe and effect 

which life pres(mts. HiB 11ethod in as t:' l.ly genetic as is that 

of t e historiB.n. "here it::! DJ !,ofJsible gpnoraliBation about 

clothes and de,1.th bens. 'That suit of clothes? ~:nose do:.tth bed? 

I t, a II n';",)011.cis. \ ne nuit of clotheA, when 1t si~nirief' an 

entrance into n world hitherto scarce slinpsed except in dreams, 

but hopelosrly, p1i.ssiona.te.ly desired; when from those nel ilAsocia-

tiors - n t .posribte ithout the clothes and the confidence they 

gave"; to a splf- conscious rather awk ard and most lovable boy -

r w the cloncnt ties of his rlature life, his love, his Marrci.age , 

th':Lt sui t of' clothos beCOMes a vory vi tal matter. 

r. Dennett iB not vithout his "big scenes" eithnr, but 

he is wholly without boabast; he does not :flaunt Amotion. Pity 
1 

i" the dOrlina.tin'~ ertLotion in the de th of Darius Cl loyhan8er, 

a .n p ,I" and restraint ~haracter~ze his style in thA btupendouB 
2 

exe~uti01 Bcone at Auxerre. 

1. C ayhanger: Book ill, Chaps. XV - XVI. 
? . Old 'ivon ' ' ... 'al, : pp717 - :'5,.3 
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(b) Love and Sex Attraction. 

Although there is no lack of marriage and giving in 

arria~!) in i~r. Bennett ' s books , it apparently han never occurred 

to anyone to call theM love stories. He studiously avoids the 

e~sy appeal of the elorified love tale with its readily attained 

hei~hts of passion. Nowhere is his restraint more marked than 

here. Nor does it follow that he lacks feeling or even passion. 

But his emotion is deep and Atill. It is tremend~us - possibly 

bec'msE? i 'lpercepti ble. 
• ','len lIr . Dennett reveals love, it is the Sal:le in essenc~ 

w:hatnve' itB l'1anifestation - and whether it is in Leonorl.'s love 

for Hon or for rth'lr 'l.'wernlow, in COnf~tn.nce Povey' s love for 

her son Cyril, or in Hilda J..Jessways' lovo for Edvlin Clayhangor , 

it i c a pure, w~1i to light of exceeding graa t power - to sustain 

tho w olp created world and fill with joy the sa~e. 

B'lt sex attraction - never confounded wi th love - is far 

More pr valent in hiG pagos. r . Bennett iB like • de aupassant 

in ~ivinB a large place to motives oprin ing frOM sex conscious -

n ns, but nlike th'l.t bri lliant French writer , he does not see 

sox as t . only nainspring of 'ct~on; he OiMply incbldes it in 

'hat he concei voo to be itt:> true proportion. If he h'l.s a Char l i e 

Fearno, ho ha s a Lawrence Ridware. 
r. Bennett despises those who 

i nor!) tho oox elel'lont . 'or tho sentiMental vie of life he has 

only conto pt . HiD frankness reg rding the. PI 
alisrn and sox 

is not to be r"linhed - yet certainly not to be critic ised by -

celtba t 1 diLn. Yet lis pages are in general unstained by 
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lasci nusnnSG. One mnevitably recuro to the Henry Jameo 

dictum. It r ... hA f'inAst thin> a t a work or art is the ~lality 

or wind of the artist". 

In ! r. Bennett's intense love f'or humanity, you f'ind 

often hat could '~npt b~ c~lled n arraien~ont of' nature . t 

is .0 in u rlott~, in 10 God H th Joined, in Old 'ives' _0.10 

(~ophia and Gerald Jc~les) and in Hilda Less aye (in h r union 

,,1. th Geor;'1 van on) 

IndAe~l, thi s union, placed sid b r aide as it is, 

ith tIC love bGtween 1 ilda "dtin Cla,rhan[5er af'fords the 

re'l.diost. .:18ans of studying this a pect of' hiG v,ork. 

t:lhf) po. sionate nature of' Hil a, st rve a. it as for 

exp.rience, f'or self'-exproAsion, is sho "ripe for love", less 

d ViOlSly, but no 1AB8 actually than was eredith's ichard 

Fev ral, the n rning he met J ... ucy plucking berries on the river 
1 

bl.n. Only -Ulda's creator put the rong nate in hor path. The 

art of' Bennett in this bl t of construction, i t if~ht b said in 

a 8 fT, Lr outdlst nces the 0 der rtist ' s. Belnett is 

"inev tabl" h T' .ern 1 th i only "possible". 

l'or Hlld ran nt lly dtff' rlng fro h r noth.r 

on tl 1att r of' rent colloc ing acts upon a sarcastic sugg s ion 

f pr moth r's and 'connults her 0 10. Y r in the a tAr . In 

11 bor gh of' T rnhill only one f'ir of' .)olicit-

rf' "1.t cc H'red to her - K reek - • rkee not b in in, 

A 6 r. Co. non ~ nd th s this 1 rgo h ndsooe BO ell 

dressed (for Tl nhill) b C 1 the pothe sis of' her f'irst , rent 

1. 1ichard FevAral. 
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wondorful adventure. ;)l1e had consul ted a lawyer regarding the 

businosR difficultier; beti"fOen herself and er Jl'\other - and the 

was not yot twenty-one. He was a tall muscular nan, and he had 

stood like; '1 I10narch and she had stood liko a child. And his 

gesture; s0e'1ed to Bay: 

"tYes, I kno{ you are afraid. But I r~thGr like you 
to be afraid. I3ut I R.m benevolent in the exerciso of my 
power ••••• Li~e a mouB8, she had Gscaped to th8 
st~irt. ~';"'() was happy and fearful :::.nd expect:1.nt. It 
','{'1.G tione. Ehe had cODBul ted a lawyer~'. 1 

And he renained, merely this l1ature man of the world, 

rnap;icn.l, wondrous, terrifying in'his bi;nosG and pownr, until 

sometime aft"or Hi Ida had beCOI'le his editorial secretary, however, 

a ide from being her employer, -- the magician who had b i vf:m her 

life ~leaninG anCl expression, he affect,ed the only contact vi th 

r:1A.sculinity she had ever known. 13efor8her astounding visit to 

It her own l~ ;;fPr", 1e1' crna.' or said of her: 

"A cl nlp' Ilfl.d neVf'1' net a ma.n. It 'HiS litGrally 
0. fact th~t, except. r. Skellorn (t~e old rent-collector 
... h080 t B trolee' h' d precipi ta ted her l"a te about her head) 
a fe l tradp8Men, the vicar, the curatG, and a sid'oll'lu.t~., 
or 1"0, shr: llP,ver Avon npoke to a T'an fran on0 month t B 

end 'v) tJ'B next. ' ... ·he C}lurch choir had 'tn nnual dance, 
t) ,wl.Lch P! P Vfl.8 invi ted; but the prevorso creature 
c li'ed not for dancin'~. HAl' mothf'Jr \iil1 not seo' SOCiAty, 
diJ not appear to require :"t, Nor did Hilda acutely fool 
the l~ck of it. She could not defIne her need. All she 
knew W'iS tha.t youth, morrwnt by moment, was dropping do n 
inexorably behind h8r. Ana, still fl. child in heart a.nd 
soul, she sa- h0rself aeeing, and theI aged, and then 
-rithored. Her twenty-first birthday was ell above the 
horizon. Soon, soon, Bhp. auld be t over twenty-one'! 
And ShA was not yet born! That was it! She was not yet 
born! If the passionate streneth of desire could hnve 
done the niracle time would have stood still in the 
heli'1enn while Hilda sought the way of life ll

• 2 

1. Hilda Lesswnys: P 37 
2. Ibid: p 9 
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Thus with a p8ychology ,conv~ncingly true, in Hilda 

shown "ripe~ for the t~ ing of'a mate. 

I'd h()r tn. in~ of George Cannon - after somB T10ilths of 

intinato b i ) BS"ociation is shown to be due to the attraction 

of his, 10. turi ty and ()"IlOrpo vBl~ing masculini ty for her tiI'lid , 

passionat lon ~ing girl'vod. In another voluf'le ··r. Bennett 

cn.u"eB Lawrence Ridware to g,sl. - IIT,hat is love'! I:h it a contact 
1 

of souls or bodiAs, or'bot <:>' 
, 4' ans r'P. r has b en wri t ton 

ev()rY',here - love in conpletenEHH' of f lfillment io QQ.L - but, 

the esnential thing is thE> co .tr.ct (Jf' £.lOU 1 • betl;een Hilda 

and George Cannon there was no contact of soul. 

'Ihen he was lendtng hAr his copy of Vict')r Hugo, he 

renar'ed that it was probably the very one his fatho' had lent to 

his 010 French teac~Gr , isS _ iranda and added:"Curlous, isn ' t 

it?" "It mo" (said .r. Bennett) " evertheless, Hilda felt ~ 

Q.!!l •. , 

And ; hor she had at.Jandoned herself full,r to the luxury 

of U if' un -nmm de.,ire, and felt herself 'bRing lhirlod do n the 

ti er" A. a.rt of 'er brain as cally reflecting upon the exper-

tance in intnrest - yon - but in diSMay . Her conscionc ., har 

he'rt 'as outra"ed" her so 1 as victi ,izeu by J ature, rampant, 
" 'J , 

de .andin~ its fulfillment in relentless if'lpetuoaity. 

In the Book of Carlotta, th" pathos is keener because 

the ca~aotrophe is complete, while in Hilda, itke ps her in ita 

2. 
r:' , . 

tine. 
Joina 

"-' onora - It a 
It ()uld r babl. be 
r.mprA 10 contac t t~a t 

1911 P 36; Leonor : (Ill) P 14 
a trifle th t they hB not loved, etc 
nore correct to Sl.Y - there as not t 

co etitutes love. 
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HerA may be folt thA workine of Eve's curse: 
"Unto the WOI:1an he said, I will greatly multiply 

thy B9r !'OW and thy conception; in SOrrOT{ than shalt 
forth children; and thy desir l } shall b~ to y husband 
and he Dhall rule over thee~ 1 

'Ehe arrai~nmont - were ther p one - but thero is not 

is of iht.lT'e - t1 0 race instinct of eugenics. Nature is kind only 

tel thp. rae'}. She T'jay be cruel to the individual woman. Carlotta 

a nor::lfll, woll-sr!xed wor:Hl.n, T'light, nndel~ ot ar cirr.1lJ"lstA.nco8 have 

b e en a happy instrnr'lcnt of tho race-instinct; ( the Ha e-im~tinct 

by .JI'. ~~a.leoby, eminent Scotch ~''.l I'>nist, i called by irnold Bennet 

"tho EtOl'"n.l FurpoHe"); but t h rough the Mischance£; of lifo - mis-

chance:, as tra ,-ic as t h os(, of 1 OMeo ~ .fuliot, she hAcar'm its 

V lcti.'!. Hov; honest ohe was! How self-less. Yet ; t in in no senoe 

l1elouraI1atic - but "inely casual throur.;hout. lier fate the result 

alwa/s of c laractor and environment. He.r very virtiAs, victi ize 

ht}r. On rec 11. ..argueri te 's pi toous c mplain t: 

"And everything that broueht 11(') h re 
'Vas yot so swe&t, was y Jt so dAllr. 11 

.any fine . 0 en arA not fi t ted to cope i th Diazes, of 

rho his cre~tor ~ays, "Apparent y such men as iaz are born to be 
<) 

t'-le flC urg 
.p .. 

[) ..L wo ,en' • 

Yet both Carlotta nd. Hilda l'1c ' ad roli ~!Oll. an( l10ral 

anchors. Thoy wore Bailin? in dangerous Bea~ .ithol the only 

Pilot who could surely save them. Hild' is a re of her Bin: 

"Yet 'lot int8rvals A. voic p. said very clearly li thin 

hp.!': ' II t . is is ~ on. T io is base and sha~eful. Th·s is 

1. ionpsia: Ch • III v 16 
2. Dook of Garlott\: (1,11) P viii Preface. 
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sOnf'lthin8 to bluflh for, really!" She did blush, but he,r bludlOS 

woro ~ part of the dAli~ht. And the voice.wan not porsintont. 
1 

She could silenco it with scarcely an effort, dispite its clarity. 

11',7 f1ther the destiny las evi 1 or good did not per-

lln.nontly intf;rol3t hoI'. 

But thifi i G a I'.oral Universe. 

Ho" .iffAr"l1t :rcrrl tl is is Ann'L .... 0 llwri~ht t S love :for 

\ ilil. Prico, ,)r eVAn 1 ildn.'s a 'Tn for Edvin Glayhangor· 'Lhe bond 

betrvp.'")n BiLit and Fd\"ln waG rm intellectual ono, but throll h the 

intelh~ct, t 0;' Btjrrod th~ imar;inatlon e'lch of the othor" 

On the occaRion of the unday :chool Centenary, ~drin 

re lar';::o on tho pr ,dorlinence everywhere in nang and banner of 1n-

exhmlstible tido[ of blood. 

1 at 

p .I.y 

by h 

11 t are blood!' h Murrlured in an intim to half his -
per. 

, hat?' she harshly question d . But he knew that 
underntood. 

'VeIl', ho said audaciously, 'loa ~t it ! It )nly 
wants ti e (jane_s at the bottom of the Square •••• !' 

No one heard s ve she. But she Plt her han on his 
ar, rotcstin~l . 'Rven if don't believe' aid she, 
- not hnrfhly, but inplorinp;ly, ,. needn't e fun' 

, ,e aon l believe'! f,pd th t ne tone of' ntr aty! 
.3he ha.d co )r,h nded without explan tion.. .. < B ther;; 
another ere l.turo Lale or l' I, to hOM e ould ha.ve 
dar d to 81.y what he ha said to her?" 3 

It j8 hA nr tectivc, a h I' in ilct in nn~ el l r1 lt 

't"'lk C' ~ er lr) i i Price. 

'hen dA ndinr, of landlord, 

nt on th' arr '1.r8 of r nt, ['! fa l' dra R. un r 

I' f0 r r l' th r'o rat 1 an h !' t nd I' a.s f'or hi 

1 " 
I' ed . (1911 ) P ( 
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"His tom~ was so earnest, so pathetic, that tearr; of' 
COI'lpaSflion almost rose to her eyos as ShA looked at those 
sinple naive blue eyes of' his. His lanky f'igure and 
clumsily- f'itting cIothAs, his feoble placatory s'11l0., the 
twi tching 1'1 vI-' :lent.· of hin long handB, all contributed 
to t:lC of:f'oc t of hi s dAfencelABsnoes . Lhe thQugl1t of' 
th0. text: '31oBnod a.re the l'leek , 'ami sa,1 in a. fla h the 
dAOP t~lth of it • ••••• 

~)ho trincl to discover 80:18 nethod of Boo-:'hin ~ the 
youn~ nan's foars, of being considerate to hi~ without 
in.i' ;-:_w t1l'lr f3.thor'n ncheme " . 1 

rm - W:10n disantor had finally OV0rcomo tho j?rico:3; the 

fd.thor had l.rillmi ]11 .s('l:' after orlbAzzlm.1~mt, h.nd lilli· norA 

'love for I;i llie - Bcarco IJT gi vop it f'orm or ut ter<mce, eVAn to 

herself.' _ but continues in hor n['~rria~(". In fact anoth8r line of' 

COl1rhlct never occurred to her an a possibility. nut she in send-

ing to ~illie out of pity and a desir. to retrieve in a mensure 

tho of:f'ects cf hnr 0 on harshness to hia, a letter contai 11ing R 

h'mdrccl ound note. ~)l'H tells him she w p to S611'i the l Att,r to 

thp stoaler, bllt aBi{e him to take it now and not to opon it until 

h0. rnac~~s. elbourne. Ie in utterly d&jected and soemB hardly 

II t J. T'i 61 had never boon born', he ai d. 'I "ish 

I'd gOLa to prl.son'.' 

No I waD the T:10ment when, if ever, thp. rnothAr f s influ~nce 

"' TIe a man ' , ah said Doftly. 'I did the best I 
could for you . I shall al aya thin of you, in AustraiIa 

getting on' . 
~'hn put 11. hand on his shoulder. ' Yes' , sho sa.id 

a :l.in , p ssionate l y : ' I shall n.lw':l.yB re!'\eI!lb~r you -

always ' '' . 2 

1 . Ann of thn Five ( 1910) 

2 . Ibid: p 296 
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(c) As a. ~:atirist and Philosophp.r. 

As . r· Dennett's method is ever psychological so is hio 

mood ever satirical. He laughes at huraan :foi Thh.ls, f'tlwayn kindly , 

qlwn.ys cordially, and always includin r himself as the chie:f :fool 
1 

in a r'lC(1 of clowns. There has been, perhaps, no equally df' li cious 

sat,-" re in Eng Lish in A. hundred years. 

Both hiB plots Bnd ~1s style arB B~tirical. He h s 

Hild'1- 1..<=<88 ays, in no r,lAmorablA quarrel wi th her. oth0r S'tY that 

if her mother persistB stubbornly in hAr deterr::lination to call ct 

the rentR in person, that she (Hilda) will be slaving when ahA is 

h~r Mother's aBe. I rs. Less' ays gave in - but at middle age Hilda 

was slaving! ~vAn the titles indicate satire. 'hall} 70d HA. th 

Joinp.d we 'n very unsui tably bound togetl:er :fr0r.1 a natur'tl humn.n 

s tandpoi!1t; th(~ gH.!DJ;t of' life from the cradle to the grave is 

told in } i '10Bt precious o:fferin15 Plerflly ac an Old rives' "a l G. 

In the ~)ea th of Simon Fu~e, one findr behind the glaT"lour 

of I'O'lnneo 'l. 1d Unartistic to lperament (the arti ntic tenperamoht 

ha n't ' leJ~ to stfl.flC :m whfm ... r. Dennett han done ith It ! ) 

thA vorieG inco Ylflfl'1ucntial COr!ll"1 nplace. oby ltall' s ay of' 

b, ,hmJ.ng thfl ·~e I i :1.1' ':'t p .rhapo the height of the absurd. 
, . 

'noc'~inr; at the door of tho hous, he had mn.rried fOll!' 
" 

and twenty YCA.rs berore, "oby Hall diccover:; tha the if') ho 

had re~inded him once too afton that nhe a ned the house they liT­

ed in ( or { leh he had deserted her)had in the meantiMe l"1Rrried 

1. IdB first novel had achieved print . "And in a. blinding f'~" 
says. r. Bennott, "I sn.w that an author as in essence the 
sn. 10 t}ing an n. rrc>cor or a du 0". 
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another, now deceased, and borne n. daughter, no\1' mn.rri ,d. Still 

it did not occur to her that had any II new£3" f'or ':'oby - ig-

norlnt of' all these detailn, as they sat together y the fire. 

Toby deciden to step round +:'0 the Public House. Prlsc':'lla runs 

after hiT1 with the uPlbrella he appearn to have forgotten: but -

"'No', he ans ered, 'I hanna forgotten it. I'm 
coming back'. 

t~hat'll be all right', Ahe said. 
, Ay' II • 

It will be observed that they act just like people , 

of"lly they haVf'l1' t any souls - a circumstance that might see to 

sone, a cri tici 8 .. of -.r. Bp.!met' s realism, - H. cri ticisI"l, I 

haston to n..dd, '''hich he would regn..rd as a delicious subJect for 

satiro, in itself. 

Pi~ htl.'!lOr i8 not always as merry as it shows upon tho 

occarion of .ophia's ~emorable battle ith her ~other. ~he iscu 

V'lR at mo st'tgA of t.,~ strugn;le, doubtful. dophia wa, in bed, 

ll11gnly d1B-b~die~t. 1 r • Daines entered the bedroo ith an 

e I~g cup in on. 'l<lnrl rl.'''Hl '1 spo n in tho other. 

""'hat "s "t, '''1other?' as-ed .J,)11ia, rho ell lene' 
l,}m t . it as. 

, 'as t'lr oil, . Y d )"Lr t 1 said rs' Bainl"l, inningly. 
'HH:\ ludicro lsness of tte:!lpting to cure obatinacy 

and :'carnln.,a for n f'rp,el' life by leans of' cA.stor- oil 
is perhapo leso real th~n apparent. r •• 9 strange in er­
depAnd0nce of spirit nnd body, thOl~~h only understood 
intc llir.;ently in these intellif;nnt da.,'8, wa.s guesned at 
by ne1sible edineval mothers- nd certainly, at the 
p0riod '{hen. rs· Dnines represAtltod r!loderni ty, can tor- oil 
,'s still the reMedy o~ r,medies· It aad supplanted 
cupping. nd, if' part of its ogue as du to its ex­
trw,A unpleasB1tl.eso, it had at least proved ita 
rpn15. tif.S in "Jnny a contAst i th disease. LeGS than t a 
years pr.vlouoly old Dr. Harrop (father of him who told 
. rs. Baines >b~]t irs. Pavey) being th~n a ed ighty­
six, had fallen from top to bottOM of his staircas. lie 
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had scrll.mbled up, tn.k8n n doso of castor- oil .t once, and 
on tho morrow W~A as well as if ho had never seen 8 
staircase". 1 

dr. Bonnett, beneath his satire - and even in it - is 

,onderfully tonder. If he does not seA the soul in,man, nt least 

he BPAS t'-f.) DAA.rt. bympathy with the child - with the anir:w.l 

wj th tr1(~ J1olplOBfl and tnB underdog genornlly, cOImnand~ nothing leAS 

thnn lovo i'ro"l hlF l'Aaliers. This real warmth of heart - which is 

as f.?r rr-> ""vc;d fr '. ncrti.Y·.1 nt'l.li ty as the poles arA rOT!l e8ch 

othAr - ron) 1 +,r; In a ;18r.;ni ficent dE'IJOCracy: .. r· J3bnnAtt is both 

int -.llec t.u'-.l.lly 8.nd Amotionn.lly 'l. democrat: ITi. the Dea. th of 

" 'And it' G hor s:.ster who is I rs. Colclough?' 
'Yes', he seonnd to be either editativo or dis ­

inclin~d to tal~. However, rr.y friends have sonetimes 
hintod to me thn.t when ;ny curiosity is really aroused, 
I fl.T1 cC).pa.bl.~ of indi 8crAt:.or;s. 

'So or,e '~istElr ra.ttles about in n.n oxponAive ot:or-
car', end the othr'r serves bp.hind lnr!' I ob erved. 

Le [ilnncAd at no. 
fl OXPGct it's a bit difficult for .f01 to under­

, tand t, he answored; t bu t you rlUS t rAMernb r you're 
in }. dm'locratic d1f-1tr'ct. Yl)U told r Olce you lcnel 
~xet:>r. '~Bll, this isn't a cathedral to\ n. t' 

a. on a cen"'ur:r in front of any athpdra town, in the 
world. hy, rot gOO( sir, there's practically no such 
tl il r; ; s c' n:1 di< tine ,ion her. Both Pl~ ;lrandfathers 
wnr T'c':'nrr, pott"'ro . 'olclougIl's father was a joiner 
,} 0 fir:th~~ up ~, R buiJ Ar· ~f Colclou& akns money 
"nl "'h' o. r 0 ";,) to F uris and. ,~et th') best otor-car 
1'0 C'l.!1, • " ir Haden HhCilldn't hil' if'A ridn in it'? If 
re i" fond of' ':Juni c and can play Ii e U Uf)vil, that 
i8n't hin njetrr- in-law's fault, i~ 't? 28 ife wan a 
dreAsnakor, t lea t 8, e W'U3 n. dress a er's 8sf)istant. 
If Gl~<: 81dtn him, 1i:fhat' the "flttnr?' 

'But I never sug~erted •••.... t 

' hXCUBA e,' he opped. e, " peaking wit}) carof'ul 
and ("lightly exaggerated calmnep8, I I think you did. If 
the diff'erence in the sit ation~ 0 the two sters 
didn't strike you as vr,ry extraor in:try, what cl'd you 
noan'l ' 

1. Old Fivos' Tale: p 52 
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'And isn't it extraordinarv?' I deJaanded. 
'It wouldn't be considered~ so in any reasonable 

SOCiety', he insisted. 'The fact in, my ~ood sir, you 
hav0n't yet qui te got rid of ~xp,ter. I do beHeve thlS 
placo wi 11 do yOl1 r;ooci. "hy, damn it! Colclou~h didn't 
ma.rry both sisters. You think: he might keep the other 
sistpr? ~'ell, he [!'light. But suppose his wife had a 
half-a-dozen sinters, should he keep theM all! ! can 
toll YYl we'ro junt like tho rest of the world, we find 
no diff'iculty whatpver in spending all the monAY we 
IJn.ko. I dare oay Colclough would be ready enotH',h to 
keep his Bist8r-in-Iaw. I've never asked him. But I 1m 
pf~rfec tl:, certain that his sistAr-in-law wouldn't be 
~'r-1pt. l.ot r1uch''' • .1 

But in the otory of _:n.r:;gic, dOJ"1estic dr.l.dge of the 

Baines fqqily, the heart in t~)~hDQ B 

"They prAGsed their nO:Jes a ,ains t tr.e \I indow of the 
showrOOM, and gazed into the Squ~re as pArpendicularly 
as tho rrojecttn~ front of the stop W~ lrl 0.110. The 
show-roon was over the Mil1in8r~ and silkpn hqlf of the 
shop. uvor the woolpn and s~'r ing half ere the draw­
ing-roon and the chid' bedroom. \T]1en in quest of . 
a.rticles of' coquetry , you I10unted fror'1. tho fihop by a 
Qurvin~ stair, and ,'our head gradU:l.1ly ros ~ level wi th 
a large ~nartment having a ~ahogany c~~nter in front of 
th => winuor: nnd a10n8 on8 sido, yellow linoleum on the 
floor, ~Rn c~rdbonrd boxes, a rn~~nlficient hinged cheval 
glans, 'wIl t'. 0 chairs. ' 'hE;} window-oill be in ;, lower 
t'nn t 11G coun .er, into w ich i!~poy·tant articles such as 
nc.lsu()!'s, l)(,'~(~_lS, chrtllc, and artificial lower£> ere 
co ti nlR.lly rliHapne~r'n~: no~her roof of he archi-
t9Ct'b iYlconpf;1t r nco. , 

'1'.:.e girl!"' could only prOEHl thoir }"') Sf) "..,g'in t the 
w'tVtO b knAnlinr; on L n,c'lnt l', nIl thin they ere 
doing. C nut nce's nose f: ~n'l b hut rr A bly so. 
~O ,hi'. hr~,q, f'na {o~~n ,-1 C ; sue w n a. b autiful 
Cl'p:,c,tur , bp,tluti.f 11 and}' nURone at the S~l:1() ti·10. 'i'hey 
\ier.c Doth of tl'f.n r·1. thor Ii re r .lcehorsP,R, ui {ering Ii th 
do bca te sonsi ti ve and 11Jxuriant lif'r.· fL'{{.U' ai tF" . 
nnchantin~ proof of th~ circulation of the blood; in­
nocent, artful, roguiRh, )rin, ':'1'> :'n f , i ~norant, and 
niraculously riue. '.l,'heir ar;,o lere .ixtr-nn and fjft"'en; 
it i. an nuoch 'hen, if on 's fran~, onp u't adnit 
that ()n~ ha' no hinr; to learn: on~ haR 1 arnt simply 
evorything in the provioun nix Months. 

t'I''I1f'ro she eop,s!' exc In.imed Sophj a. 
Uu the Sq mrH, from the corner of rind .)treet, pass­

ed a 10."lan in a new bonnet 'i th pink Btringn , and a ne 
hlu0. drs n tl t nlop0o. nt the shouldprs and gre to a 

1..:-. .{n. tacior of V0 Towns: pp 1\4 -l'.i:l 
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vast cirC1lT1ference at "the hol'l. ·.J.'hrou8h the sIlent nun­
lit flolitudr: of the. quare(for it wan ':..hursday after­
noon and alJ the shops shut except the confectioner's 
and one chAMist'n) this bonnet and t~if dr ~n floated 
northYY'l.rcif' in Boarch of 1"0. nCA, Un(1;)r the rA lentless 
eyes of constance and .... ophia. ,/ i thin them, no 10Tvhorc, 
was the floul of 'a.ggiA, domestic servant at "aines's . 
.. BggiF. had teen at tl)o shop. inco before thecDeation 
of Conu t,mco and bophia. ""he Ii vf'd fHwentoon hours of 
EWC 1 cia', in fl.11 underground ki tchen and lardAr, and tho 
nt er Devon in a.n attic, never p.;oing out except to 
ch pnl on unday eveninr;r:, and oncn a month 0 ,~ reday 
aftArnOOnf>. '1"ollo'Arc,' W!1rl'"l nont strictly forbidden 
tier; but nn r .re ocerl.! ; ann 1. P nt f l 'Or:l J ongs a'i 
wan por~lttAd KS a treMAn~)U8 fnvmlr to BeA hoI' in the 
£lubtorrmH'an IHl1. 1 ' v~ rybod~r, inc l';rii n fr hArse If, con­
sidored thRt nhA had a ~ood 'pla.ce', and vas well 
trp'Lt(>(i. I t "'8 undr,niab10, fo nstanf}, th s h 'c1.S 

allow'ci t ~all in love Bxactly BB she cho, n, rovided 
n1 r dId n o t 'c( 1"1'" on' in t,118 \cl tch'l n or tho y'].r. ind 
an a fac', .; ei had £'a111m 1 n love. In Gewmteon years 
an-'" h ad beA); enl" 1.'~Dd eleven tl lAS' No one co lId con-
cei Vf' ho· 1:.11 Tt. ur,ly and pow(~rf'ul organi or could nof'tly 
lln~tis~ to the undoin~ of eren a bItt- collier, nor 
wLy, -hn.vin; C'l."; rht a mn in her BWfH~t toi IB, she c'mld 
ev~r bA 11 hpcile enough to Bet him fro~. ~hero are , 
however, 11yster ~eB in the Bovls of a~eie8. he drudge 
had probably beem affia.nced oftAnAr than n von n in 
1 ursley. I' nr employeI'D wore so acrW3tOl An to n inter­
esting annOUnC8!!ltmt that for ~'cnr3 the hll. tn on to 
Ba~ling nfiUv;h t in reply lu t I ran lly, ~agr;1e!' 4ngage-
nentu and tragiC parting vere arrie's pastime. ixod 
otherw:sA, Rhe i. ~ht 'lave stlHiiod t e i no i..nste d. 

'J 0 ~lOV9S, of course!' ~op}ia critic"sed. 
t ell, y~l can't exp t leI' to havA gl~~es,' said 

,on81:.::I.nc9. 
~h n a 4~lr" an & A bonnA and resr n rod the 

~o of tho' URr-O. 
t ~:UPI)I""si "Bh'1 turns r un a!1 S ,e us?' Conntance 

sllg,~eBted. 
'I don't care if she does', said Lophic , ith a 

hau1;htinesfJ <l.lmont impas ioned; n r head trembl d 
s lightl: • 

' .. 'here ,ere, . H sua1, eVA ~ 1 0 l' ·'rs at the top 
of t A f'qu re, in the cornor between the ban· and the 
, .n.rqui S of' rranby' . And ona of haPA loq,f rB stepp d 
for'ard and shook hands ith n obvio sly 111ing ag­
gie . Clearly it WRS a rA des u, open, nR had. 
The tw 1ft} victi~ had b n a 00 d by the irgin nf 
l' rt , . hooo kips ould not havP, molted lard ! The cou 1 
disa, 0 rRd to~ethe~ do OldcBstle ~trP,et . 

'-oIl!' cri d Constance. 'Did you ev r see such a 
t lin"'?' 

'hile ~)ophit, short of adequat words, fIlS ad and 
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bit hAr lip. 
ith the profound, instinctive cruelty 0 yo th, 

Constance an Sophia h d asserbled i1 their f vorit 
haunt, the nho -room, xpre.sly to deride ag i in 
h.r n' c lo·he.. 'l'h.y obscure y thon; t thn t oman 
no uel nd soil d as a:)gie a~, h d no ri ht 0 pons 
new clothas. ~ven her as ire to tn the air of a 
'.:'lmrod ~ af":.arnoon see ~d to t'" eM unna turnl nd Bome-
v "t t r~ r~ '0n i 1.>le. ..hy should ShA ant to stir 
nf "'1' ,.' ~~ I'm! AB for her t nder yparnings, th 
oS1t'velv gr deed the8e to aggie. That ~pi d 

g '. 8 rr:>in to ch·1.ot~ passion as I!lor than gro e 
it '1.B 1)f'f'AllSiv and icked. But let it no for an 
illst'l.l1t h~ d0ubted "'ha ttl CA, d- nrted, 
'''All-')o' nv d R.nd d liehtf ec'" .P.y or. 
"} ~'1 ro n 81... 1 

,iOMA t n yo rn In. tar n the 11 s t day 01' onn tanc 'B 

B. Po 'ley, 1i tresa 0 ~ e 10 • ~, nggie I 
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, 

I'm sure I hope you'll be happy, aggi, but 
what about his habits?' 

'He won't h ve no h bits with e, rs. Povey'. 
A wo~an as. definitely e orging fro t~e drudgo • 

•••••• The vlsion of _ aggie and Hollins at the 
altar shocked her. Uarriage was a series of phenomena, 
and g naral state, ver holy nd on erful - too 
sacred somehow, for such ere tures as aggie and 
Hollins. Her vague, instinctivo revolt against auch 
a usage of' 11atrimony centred round the idea of a strong 
eternnl s ell of f'ish." I ' 

One othor inst nce of r. Bennett'a satiric I!lanner is 

f'ound in his trABtmRnt of eoleyan ethodism, the prevailin 

roli~ion of t e Potteries . It is f'ound :n every book; but p s­

sagp.s fro the Old iva' Tale and Anna of' the Five To s 'ill 

f'airly represent it: 

"In the e8leyan etho ist Chapel on ~ck Bank 
there W~8 n full a d influential cone e ation. For in 
those dayo influenti!.l people ere not erel content 
to live in the to' h,re their fathers h d liv d, ith­
out dr arnin> of co ntry residences and s~o elesa air­
they were content also to b liev TIat the'r f th rs 
had b lieved bOlt the be inning snd the end of all. 
Ther no such thin as the unkno abl in those days. 
'he et rnal mysteries er as si ple as ddition 
a child could tell you ith a solut ce tint hero 
you would be and hat you ould be do in in a illion 
ears honce, and exactly hat God thou t of' you. Ac­

cordingly, eery one being of th s e ind, e eryon 
met on certain occasions in certain plac s in or er to 
expresa the univ rs .. l Mind . And in the sleyan eth­
odist Ch pel , for example, instead of spars h n rul 
of' per.ons disturbingly consciou of bing in in-
ority, B no a nagnificent and proud jority had 
collect d, d eply a are of its rightn n its co -
rectneAs. 

And the r inister, backe by inor ini ter I kn t 
and cov red hil' f co in the up rb I!l hog ny ro truro; 
and behind hi , in hat as then still ca 1 d the 
'Orcloatra' (though no musical inst~onts exc pt th 
8 rand org had sounded in it for d cad s), th choir 
kn It and covered their faces; and 11 round, in t 
richly paintod gallery and on the ground-floor, ul­
titudinous ro s of peo Ie, in easy eire tancea of 
body and soul, .knel t in hiBh pe s and co ered th ir 
faces. .\TId there floated before th , in the int n 
and prolong d silence, the clear v'sion of Jehov h on 
throne, God of sixt. ith a oustache nd a 

1. Old iv.a' .al : pp 135-136 
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beard, and a non- eomr!'! i. tal expression which declined to 
say wf1ether or not ho would require more bloodshed; 
and this - God destitute of pinions, was surrounded by 
wlli te-win~ed creatures that waf.ted themselves to and 
fro while chanting; and afar as an obscene monstrOSity. 
wi th cloven oof~' and a tail, very dangerous and rude 
and lnterfering, who could exist comfortably in the 
middle of a coal- fire, and who took a malignant and 
exhaustless pleasure in coaxing you by false pretencos 
into the sar1e fire; but of course you had too much sense 
to swallow his wicked absurdities. Once a year, for 
ten minutes, by the clock, you knelt thus, in 'lass, ane". 
by meditation convinced yourself that you had too uch 
sense to swallow his wicked absurdities. And the ho~r 
was very solemn, the most solemn of all hours . 

Strange that immortal souls should be found with 
the teMerity to reflect mundane affairs in th~t hour! 
Yot there were undoubtedly such in the congregation; 
thero wero perhaps many to whom the Vision, if clear, as 
spasmodic and fleeting. nd among then the inhabitants 
of tho Baines family per! ilho auld have supposed that 
! r. Povey, a recent convert from Pri itive ethodism 
in King Strept ,esleyan l ethodism on DlC Ran~, as 
dwellin~ upon window- tickets and injustice of OMen, 
instead of upon h1A relations i th ,Jehovah and the 
tailed. one? ho muld have supposed that the gentle­
eyed Constance, pattern of' daughters, as risking her 
·tornal mlf"l.re by 8T:J.iling a.t the ta':'led one, who, 

conc aling his tail, h d aGBu!ned tho image of r. 
Pov y'? Vho ould have supposed that l rs. Baines, in­
stead of resolving that Jehovah and not tho tailed one 
should have untimate rul ov r h r, a. resolving that 
she and not r. Povey should have the untirnate rule 
over h,r hOll e and shop? It s a pe - ful that bel" d 
it. highly satiRfactor. appearanc • ( nd posoibly ther 
were other pew- fuls equally deceptive". 1 

Anna ~ellwri ht's experience in the revival , too long 

to quo'e and eaningless if cut, gives the cocpleteat picture or 
2 

the prevailing religious ystern of the Ji'ive '_'owns. It has been 

criticized an irreverent, although I have never ita 

realism to be questioned. I assume that e may safely tr st r. 

Benn' tt'a art creed here. His psychology is conVincing, and I 

ca mot Sf) that he h " mocked at anything that has any right 

to b h Id as sacred by anybody. 

1 tever may be the judgment of the public in regard 

1. -Old pp 87 - 89 
2. nna of the Five Towns: pp 80 - 86 
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to the suita.bility of' his comMent upon relieion, there will 

scarcely be one to cavil at his taking a hit at T'1odern education; 

it is a favorite pastime: Could Hilda, in late adolescence , 

thirsting for life hav tasted it first vicariously in books, 

ho'?; dif'ff3rently her life Might have unf'olded itself. But books 

wore out of her reach: 

Itbhe was in prison with her mother, and saw no 
method of escape, sav not so much as n locked door, sa 
nothin8 but blank walls. ~ven could she by A. miracle 
break prison, where should she look for the un mown 
object of her desire, and for what ohould she look? 
~nigrnas: ~t is true that she read, occasionally 'ith 
feverish enjoYT1ent, especially verse. But she did not 
and could not read enough. Of the shelf- ful of bOO~B 
which i _ tl1irty years had drifted by one 'ccident or 
nothor into the Les~nys household, she had read every 

volume, except eruden's Concordance. heterogeneous a d 
forlorn nssP.I,bla~e! Lavater's Physi0g?nomy, in a trans -
lation and in full calf! Thomson's "'e sons,which . 
had thrillAd her by its romantic beaut~ ! rs. Henry 

' od's Danesbury lIouse, and one or two novels by 
Charlotte • Yonge and Dinah ria Cr.a.lg" which sh had 
gulped eagerly down f'or the mere interest of their 
stories. Disraelits Ixion, Which she had adMired 
without underntanding it. A istory of the North 
Americ n Incli l.t s: 'hese wera tho nore exci tln items 
of the eta The most exciting of all . B a green 
volune of Tennyson t s containing 1 aud. She lme v aud 
by heart. By simple unpleasant obstinacy she had f'orced 
her mother to ~ivn h r this olume for a birthday present 
havine seen a quotA.tion fron it in a Lacies' magazin • 
At that date in Turnhill, as in many other to ns of 
Enr,land, the poem had not yet lived do rAputation 
for mor lity; but fortlmately • rs. Less ays had only 
the vaguest notion of its dang rOlsness, and as inde d 
a ne ligont kind of' 0 an. Dangerous the book a! 
Once in reciting it al ud in her roo. , Hilda had com 
so near to fainting that she had h d to stop and lie 
down on the bed, until she cOlld convinceherself that 
o 1e as not the male lover cryinr, to his beloved. I'n 
astounding and fearful exp('lrience, and not t be too 
lightly renewed! For I ild, aud as a Bourc, of lov ly 
and exquisite pain. 

hy had . e not used her force of character to 
obtain Mor books? One reason lay in thn excessiv 
difficllty to be faced. Birthd ys ar infre~lent; nd 
beSides, the -nterprise of )urchasing aud had prov d 
so c mnlicated and tedious that _ rs. Less ays, ith 
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thLt ~lrioua stiffness ~ich marked hor a eti e o , had 
a orn n ver to atto"lpt to buy noth r book. rnhill, 
a to n of fifteen thous nd persons, h d no booka,ll r; 
tho only boo s.ller that' ro. Loss ~ s had ever he rd 
of' did busino"'r- t Oldcastle. rs. LesB ays had journey­
.ei t ice over the Hi ort ridge to Oldc stl , in the 

odd quest of nook ea led aud by 'Tenny on - thn 0 t 
I urcnte'; tho book h d had to be eent fro~ London; 
and on h r second excursion to Oldeastle re. 1.. 00 a .., 
had boen c ught by the ra.in in th, middle of lIillport 

'lrnh. o! Hilda could not easily deM nd tho ~ift of 
anothAr boo, hen all sorte of nice really useful 
presflnts could be bo ght in t 0 High ~treet. lor as 
there in Turnhill icip I Library, nor ny p blie 
lendin,- librnry. 

Yet po elbly Hilda'e terrific egol I!l i h 
got ~renh books so Aho from so her, h d s 
believe 1n the virt e of booka. Th e f ho 
books h d not furnished her ith hat eh 
h r fnith in th ir pro ieo ~ inaoc r • 

Nor 'as ~d in Clayh nBer better equipp 

tion for trying concluoione i h the orld. 

by hin ed ca-

1. Hilda 

tho 
o 0 
equip hi 
into t 0 
an dr 
lon, 
1 

agonc1 s hich aoci 

r 
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had a di~~iculty been genuinely ~aced. Anc as ~or 
philosophy, he had not thf'l slightest conce tion of what 
it meant. .Lle inagined th'). t a philosopher \.as one who 
made the best o~ a bad job, and he had never heard the 
word usnd in ~ny othor sense. he had great potential 
intellectual curiosity, but nobody had thought to stim­
ulate it by even casually telling him that the ~inest 
mind of humanity had been trying to s y stemize 
the mysteries for quite twenty-~our c enturies. O~ 
physical science he had been taught that gravity was a 
force wh:lch drew thing:' towards the centre of the earth. 
In the natter of chemistry it had been practically demon­
otratod to him scores o~ times, so that he should never 
~orget this grand basic truth, that sodium and potasoium 
may be relied upon to ~izz flamingly about on a sur~aco 
i)~ water. O~ geology he was pprfectly ie;norant, though 
he lived in a dintrict whose Whole livelihood depended 
on the scienti~ic use of geological knowledge, and 
though the existence o~ Oldcastle itsel~ waG due to a 
~reak of the cart's crust which geolog.:iJsts call a 
t faul t' • 

Geography had been one of his strong points. He 
was aware of the rivers o~ Asia in their order, and of 
the principal products o~ Uruguay; and he could narle 
the capitals of' nearly all the United s.)tates· But he 
had never been instructed for five minutes in the 
googr'l.phy of his native country, of' which he knew 
nei th0r t'lC b uncia.ries nor thr; ri vore nor the terrene 
ch'lracteI1 otic",. :t:'e could have drawn a map Of the 
Orin co, but he could not have found the Trent in a 
Ch;T' n narch; he did not even 4:now where his drinking­
water co. e from. rl'hat geographical considerations arc 
t1e cause of all h1story had never been hinted to him, 
nor th~t history bears immediately upon modern life and 
bore on hin own 1i1"'e. For hin htstory hung u upportGd 
and unGupporting in tho air. In the cour8eo~ hin 
school career he had several tlAeB appro ched the nine­
t enth cen~lry, but it seemed to him thnt for adnini" ­
trative reasons he was always being dragrred back ag .. ':'1 
to the middle - ages. Once his form had 'got' ae far 
as the infancy of' his own fH.thGr, and concer ing this 
period he had learnt that 'ereat dissatisfaction pre­
vaIled among t e laboring clasl3es, who ere led to be­
lieve by misch evous demagogues' etc . 'ut the next 
term he as recoiling round Henry the Eighth, ho 'was 
a skilful ~arrior and olitician, but 'unfortunate in 
hie dOMestic relations'; and so to Eli~abeth, th n 
whOM 'few sovereigns have been 80 much belied, but her 
character COI'1eS out unscathed after the closest ex­
amin tion'. lliGtory indeed resolvod itself into a 
series of more or less sanguinary events arbitrarily 
erouped undor the namf>S of persons ho lad to be 
identified wi th th assistance of mmbers. ei thor of 
the dev lopoent of national life, nor of the clash of' 
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of nations, did he really kno' a.nything that as not 
inessential ~nocdotic. .tle could not rWlember the 
clauses of' f agna Cha.rta, but hA knew eternally that it 
was sigm~d at tl place amusingly called ;tunnyoede. And 
the one f'ac t NIgra veel on hi s mel"lOry about he Batt Ie of 
Wa.terloo was th3.t it was fought on a ~unday. 

Imd as he had acquired absolutely nothing about 
poli tical economy or about logic, and Was t}H~ref'oro at ' 
the I'lercy of the first agreeable sophistry that might 
take his fancy by storm, his unfi tnens to cornr .ence t e 
businesn of being a. citizen almost reached perfection."I 

./ho but can soe the achievments of this acme - this 

climax, this pinnacle of all the centuries, in wlich space and 
2 

time ha.ve been annihilated; in which nind- stuff or nind dust-

has taken the place of Boul in psychology and God has been 

stripped of J is pretentions to Purpose, Intelligence and JJove and 

shown by the wonders of the science of evolution to be merely a 

blind force blundering thrmlgh a series of experiments in a 
4 

rather roorly equippod labratory with humanity playing the role 

of the guinoa pig, and {jotting decidedly the worst of' the 

bp..rga in an pifs alwa;:rs do, - who of us enlightoned and confident 

mod~rns as "c arc - but will finish the perusal of this bit of 

satire wi th a hUT"lblp and therefore A. truer estimate of' t1 e final 

worth of OIr achievmonts: 

"Por Com:;t,mce and ·Jophia had the disadv ntage of 
Ii vine in the middle a~es. 'rhe crinoline had not qui te 
reached its full circumference, and the dress - improver 
had not even been thought of. In all the Five TOl'ns 
there was not a public bath, nor a freo library, nor a 
municipal park, nor a telephone , nor yet a board- school. 
People had not understood the vital neceaaity of going 
away to tho seaside every year. Bishop Oolenso had just 
stagr;ered Christianity by his shaI!1eles~ notions on the 
Pentateuch. Half Lancashire was starvlng n account of 
the .. ~meriClln war . Garroting was the chief anusp-ment of 
the homicidRl claoses. Incredible as it may appear, 
there W'i.S nothinp; but a horse - tram running betwAAn 

1. Clayh~nt;oI': pp 11- 14 
2. PrineipleR of Pdychology by .. illian ,Tames, No York, 1907 Vol. 

l , P M.o sq. 
0 . Ibid: p ~50 
R. ~e tr (3 'Iri tinljB of ir. Bernard ~ ,haw in general. 
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Burs ley an d !anbridge - and that only twice an hour; and 
betweAn thp othnr to'l-\'ns no stage of' any kind! It was 
an eraso dark and backward that one mi8ht wonder how 
peopJe could sloep in their beds at night for thinking 
about tl1eir state. 

Unhappily the inhabitants of the Five 'l'ovmB in that 
eRa were passably pleased wi th th'9I!lselves, and they 
nevor even suspected that they were not quite Modern 
and even quito awake. They thought that the intellectua" 
the industrial, and the social movenents had gone about 
as far as these movernentB could go, and they were aMazed 
a t their ovm proeress. Instead of' being humble and 
asha~ed, they actually showed pride in their pitiful 
achievments. They ought to havolooked forward J'Tleekly 
to the prodigious feats of posterity; but , having too 
Ii ttle f'ai th ar1d too much conceit, they ere content to 
look behind and Plako comparisons wi th the past. 'l'hoy 
did not foresee the miraculous generation which is us. A 
poor, blind, conplacent people! ~he ludicrous horse-
car vms pypicR-I of them. The dri ver rang a huge bell, 
fi vo I1inutes before starting, that could beheard f'ro;:! 
the r'esleyan Chapel to the Cock Yard and then af'ter 
deliberations and hesitations the vOhicle rolled of'f on 
its r'l.ils into unlulown dangers \ hile passengers shouted 
i;ood- bvo. At Bleakridge it had to stop f'or t e turn-
pi '(f~, 'mel it was aSf'isten up the mountains of Leveson 
Placo an 1 ~:vtl1e land gtreet (towards Hanbridge) by i1 

t'hird hor.o, on1whose back was perched tiny, l1hip­
crackin~ bo~' that boy lived like a Bhuttl~ on the road 
between Leveson Place and Sutherland :itreet, and even 
in wot weather he was the envy of' all other boys. After 
half an hour's perilous transit the car dre up solemnly 
in n narrow street by the (ignal Office in Hanbr'dge , 
and tle ruddy driver, havine; revolved many tiMeR the 
polishAd iron handle of his sole brake, turned his 
attention to his passen ers in calm trilmph, dismissing 
thWrl 7i th a Bort of unsung doxology. 

And t is as regarded a,c t. e last 'ord of' traction! 
A whip- cracJeing boy on a tip horse! Oh, blind, blind! 
You cOl1ld not foresee tho hundred a.nd twenty electric 
cars that now ru h nadly blUnping and thundering at 
twenty mile. an hour through all thA main streets of 
tho district." 1 

1. Old 'ives' Talr: pv 10- 12 
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(d) .yaticism. 

To apea( o~ mystic"sn in connection ith B nne t, arch­

r alist Go.> he in reputed t) be, seeMS at first blush, pa.r doxical. 

ltt t e contradicti)n is one of ter ,not realities. r. Bann tt 

sees t 'Lt th~r, is no cle age bet oen life and ro p.nc~; th t 
1 

life 1s ro a.nce. He h A 01.id: 

"The greatest ma1{ers of' lit r ture arc t os ose 

n And vi~i n is -id st and hos f eli g are Most inten • 

urely no an of vision f lIs to r spond to the y tery throbb1n 

in th heart of things, or to strive to pluc out bits of it 

secret, _ to att in to a l~ttle of the 'r at Una t in bl. v n 

the rea Ii t hO is a nn of vision, at b bit of tic 

also. 

'ysticin is not pplic to ny rt1c 1 r 

S oton. It in conn h th n vor of h h n 

ind to Bras •..••• the ti t nlity of thi 6. 

n . r. Dennett s ysticism, h h n pp I 

to r~a on r thor t n to f eling, nd y t he c rc 1y in 

bein, re Bon s c r r 1 feelln • 

nr11 r boo ,L onor I I 3 nd 0 rIo t 1 05 
In ao:'l 

his ysticis is M o ph ric: 

n Leonora at nds b si th d th b d of h r h sb 

J by Ooni 
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"~'ho roon was fi lIed for her 'vi th the I'la.iestic sound 
of' trwl1pets , loud, sustained, and thrillinr" but heard 
only by the soul; a noble and triumphant fanfare 
announcing the awf'ul advent of those f'orces which are 
beyond the earthly scnSG. John's body lay suddenly 
d s8rted a.nd residual; that deceitful 'l:1rain , and that 
lying tongue, and th!1t fYlurderous hand had already begun 
to decay; and the informing fr gnent of eternal and 
universal energy was gone to its next manifeotation and 
its next task, unconscious, irresponBible, and unchanged. 
Tho ineptitude of hW3an judgments had been once more 
enphasised, and the great excellence of charity". 1 

In the Book of Carlott 1., mysticism i. more pronounced. 

Supornaturll f'orcea are definitely taken into account - forces 

at leant, w111ch our pr.sont knovledge of natural phenomena cannot 

expl'dn. 

1 hnn Carlotta had COT1!!!i tted the enormi ty of [ioing un-

acco ,panied to thr> concert, sl1. f'inds herself s .ated before the 

great Virtuoso, Die z, in alMost a path~ological state of emotional 

excitcJ1ent: 

"'he tars rise to my eyes, and I stretched out to ard 

Diaz the hands of m.y soul. y asnionate sympathy must have 

reached him like a beneficient influence, of lhich, despite the 

perfect self- possesnion and self- confidence of' his dem~anor, it 

seened to re he had need" . 

As the concert proceeded several tim~s the eyes of Diaz 

met Ca.rlottats, as it seemed to her miraculously. l1e had the 

POSition of the piano chan ed, so he could look at her hil 

playing. He almys refused encores, but after ad applau 0, 

he hn.l ted in front of' h~r an 1 n in his bold grave eyes sh S11. a 

question I . ~'ho nodded h r head. 1'0 \'ent to t. piano . 11m 

prelude in F t;hnrp"t my thought r n . "If' he auld play that ! " 

1. Leonora: p 315 
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"And inntantly he brok, into that sweet air ••.••• " 

Af'ter his conccrt when she had flaunted the wisdorl of 

ages and had Gone to his hotal with hin - I cannot cover the 

lretchednes:-'l of tho story as Bennett does - when they were 

playinr" tor,ethol', the second act of 'rristan arranged as no piano 

forte dUE~t, and aD tl1e2.r r,g.rnents touched, and almost their faces, 

"at that v8ry MOfll:mt thnro W'LS ~l loud rap at the door, I darted 

away from hin. 

t fuat's t ~t?', I cried, low, in a fit of terror. 
'Who's there'?' he called quietly; but he did not 

stir. 
ll/e E;azed at each other. 
The knocJ\ 'as r0pea ted, nharply and fir'11y. 
'Who's there', Diaz demanded ar,ain. 
'Go to t;1A clocr', I whi spered. 
lIe hesitated, and then we heard·footsteps receding 

dO'Hn the corridor, and looked into the darknens. 
'Curious', he cOmr.1ented tranquilly; 'I saw no one'''. 

And after it had ended in disaster, as she had kno~n 

it would do, and leaving him in the E;raY morning, - "feeling 

obscene in the sunshine" - she returns to Bursley to find her 

aunt d ad, he says: 

II Y aunt had died about nidl1ight, and it was at mid 
niFI,t t:Vl.t. Diu:!. and I had heard the Mysterious knock 
on his sitting- roo!'} door. At the tine I had re''1ar{ed 
how it reoP!'1hled ny aunt's knock. Had My aunt, in pas­
sing fron this exiotence to the next, paused a moment 
to warn Me of' my terrible danger? . Y intellect replied 
that a. diseMbodied soul could not Imock, and that the 
ph!'mOlYJenOn had been due sil!lply to so:ne guest or servant 
of th8 hotel, who had Mistaken the rOOM, and discovered 
his erior in time. evsrtheless , the instinctive part 
of os - .... , at part of us 1.hich refuses to :fraternize ith 
reanon, t nd which' fe call the suporsti tious becau e e 
cannot explain it - ould not let go the spir:tu Ii tic 
theory, and during. all My life has never quito Bur­
rendered it to th attaclm of' l~y brain". 1 

1. Book of Carlotta: P 71 
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Book II of the Glimpse, deals definitely with con­
I 

sciousnoss beyond the cha.nge of death . 

As de3. th approaches, Loring (the story of cc)urse is 

told in th0 ftrAt nors)n) finds that in general his body had his 

brain in fmb.iect:ton. utill, he had somo qualms for the flture: 

" After all, if the passage into the new conscious ­
ness on the other side of death should somehow corrp~ ­
pond in dread 'wi th the legendary superstitious of man­
Jcind! If the nighty power wa.i ting beyond the horizon 
should, after all, be Vindicative, should avon be but 
scientiflcally just! ••. Then the flash wan gone. I 
thought: 'I Ahall soon know'. And there ms a certain 
feeble adventurous nonchalance in ny mood - the in­
solence, at once titanic and pert, of the human so 1 
b fore an unimaginable danger!" ') 

RiB consciousnesG is anal~rsed some '{hat an follows: 

"Ho 'awoke' to find hinself looking at his bed from 
his study. His brain worked at first with great dif ­
ficul t~r. He carrIe to perceive tho 'Jan lying on the b d, 
to perceive tha.t it wan hi.lself and t 11en, with a 
'<>wift funda~1ontal perception of tho instinct t, he t 
he was de~d. 

'l'orror clutched him. 
I still. a: . 13OI'lG sort of a physical organism, 

patt~rned apparentl:, on the old, but diff(3ring ':'n deep 
ways l1i.ch, ::owcver, I waB not cur5_ous enough to con­
sid.r. I wap still I. It was the relic on the bed that 
w[-"s not I". 4 

Inez, his' ife, ce. e into the study. She did not B C 

him. He triod to cry out bl~t could .. ake no sound; he could T10V 

only e. fo'v inches in any direction. Inez 'ent into the bedroo 

eXFl.mined tho body on tho bec .. - 'Jobbed and qui t ted the roor.l. Then 

he percp,tvGd a. forM rese:-:Jbling nins,lf floating above the b d! 

Itl " God" hp th01 ght, "How often . m I to be rn~ltiplied!" Th for 

ab()ve the hod and the one in t'1o bed were compl t ly offensi va! 

1. 
2 . 
3. 
4. 

1'11e GlimpBo: 
Ibid: Book I, 
Ibid: pUS:; 
Ibid: p USn 

Hew York, 1909. 
End of' Chap. )t. 
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!I' "'ad'? "Caf'. 'hat 'they' call dead!' 
Dll.t I kne 'I t}~aJl that tl1cre was no such catastro-

phe a' corresDondod "ith your notion of de tho here 
w' s, howmrer, so. ,et'l1. e l"1ors' f'or lidable, h' ch wehad 
not su"'pectedj t'1 forced sinultaneoU! perception of 
<iispar'Lte phenon na. r.:.'11i8 is tl e ost shattering, if 
not t'10 ' ("Jot desol'l'ting experionce that t'! mivers 
holds. Beliove me!fI 1 

Inoz contimlod to spill facile toars on a mass of obscene 

matter when he ''Jag in dGsparate need of sYMpathy and mor1.1 succor 

but he could not rOUE>"' hpr to her error. e hear~ arion, the 

rn 1Li, telephone tho doctor 'l.nd v 1'tches tho Movoments of th o. en 

about tre corppe. Inez placed a folded handkerchi ,f' under the 

f' ~llon .j' wand ''"!:ottec1 it :,t tlw top of' the head· .... h re, do n 

tho eyelids and put Ita penny on one and a half' cro on the othor • 

"~,ud ;n._v Inez thre, herst 1f' do m by tho b ,d bef'or 
tr:: t body, lls<bei'ore an Itar, and hid her face in t e 
eidercl r) 'II, a!1 1 ;rept. 

'I dj d lov Y011! I did love you! t she cried in 
st :ifled 8' Ii br' )l{on to"'ss. ~)he las pouring a It hor so 1 
ill P.J.fH'ionate ecstasy of repentant grief. n It she 
W'1. pouril l~ it out to t mt futile, obscen , a d 
negl:eible IRSS on th bod, th t r fu e no orA cnpnbl 
of rGapom~, than a barro load of earth. .it sit 
tho t S10 love. J>.nd I, alive, tingling, i olate, nd 
agonize :r l' lack of hUEl.an aym athy, stood helple. s. and 
disre~~rded within a few feot of h r, in th t ili ht 
of th study". 

'~19 expel" onco durln thn sovo 1 110 lrs d ring hich 

he v.n " hat 'they' call de d" were a revola'ion in the and r~ 

and pOSt ibil.~ .1 s of tho physical. -e feLls s ns tions of ch11-

linesB, althouBh t,] e roo s ar; he passion tely d sires 

plnce in t 10 11' ,an' arId; h, had be . Jong doff it". 

-- -_._-------------- -- ----------------
1. .'he ti liT'lps 
2. IBid: p 161 

P 150 
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tho creative form, I perceived that the operRtions of the 
forco which had molded it had also had their effoct on 
the croll. ti ve form i tso If', and that the generlJ..l result 
'tV G struc~llral cellular change. ,lnd while I narveled 
I knew tha.t :_ should rightly have r:mrveled I!lore had it 
bOAn othorwlne. 

And this was ny f'ir'st dim view of' the physical 
aflpect ')f thOUg'lt. vnlya little hil~, and I ha.d 
by an old instinct sought to conf'irm the attribute 
'pllys:cal' to t~e earthly wor~d. ! hud lad to f'orce 
nyr. If to a.ptl1y it to thin other {orld. But now I 
un<iGrst~od tha.t this ot:·.0r world was f'ar r'lore intinately 
and viBibly physical than thl7 earthly. In. the earthly, 
one ti!1Jro.l lly pos tula ted the physical basis of' thought; 
in t 111 r.; oth8!' it was patent". 1 

Hi A 1'81 'l.tions wi ~.h the ; oman, "r'adiant beyond all radiant 

cre~tlreA ho h d ever "8en", is Merely a 8~ldy in the eX~li6ite 

ref'inem.nt of' sonEation; as was also his experience in the 

Palace. In both these experiences, he realized that he vas both 

in heaven and hell, and that their be;.innings were i1 the n ture 

of' his prrsonality. 'J.hoy 'ern not rewards nor punishMents, but 

consequencos. 

_his extenBion and completion of lis egoisrrl, he at 

length fount .. to bn INII. j (oj perceived this thro l.gh the death of 

d sir· and a result.i ; clp.fl.rnesnof' vision. 'lhe death of' d sire 

was th r' 1 deatr. - he had not, as he tho' ght, benn through death -

rut as .R neared it, ~ctlally, he yearned f'or it, that he might 

know the tru tl tha t .:.S beyond it: 

U nd then there vtsited a be tific :nis ration -
thought shapes tlat had travel.d throu,h r easurable 
'oid to l300tha I'1e into tL"'lCOnflC~O 1 noss. hey ~rf) h 
thO'l[5hts of Inez. Sh. as pr ying for the e1 are of 
my soul". 4 

1. Tho Glirnpoe: pp 165-16G 
2. Ibin: pp 181-195 
3. lid: pp 196-197 
4. Ibid: p 201 
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Aftor the "awa'mninr;" b;r Death, he pl'"'rceivfld that this 

refinfH:lent of srmsn. ti on . ~j eh llB !lad just expflrienced i as even 

more p'1thetic than the grosRor brief care r that had preceded ·t. 

In tIe new ep'ch upon 0ich he hnd emerged - he found 

altruistic beneficence . The instinct of self war, to nel and be 

1 

lost. There werfl "greater beings" voil d in filns or splendor • •• •• 

- tho finrce calm rapture of univ'1rsal comI'lunion • • •• the .learning 

toward untimate unity". 

He saw the past: that his birth into tho earthly b6dy 

was, While a "casing", a. vitn.l ext nsion of hi1self' , yet in all 

reality a prison. The walls Whi0h enclosed hin in what we call 
~ 

. "life" Wern impenetrable. It as a livin J burial. Then he 

ap ,roached litho nucleus" . 
4 

In the Clinpsc he sces hirnsf'l:f, .. a.urice LorinT , ,volving 

throu~h eOlntlons incarn~tionB, each recurring in sequences of 

thre : this i '} risonr1fmt of . or Idly xi. tence, t A more radiant 
5 

envo lope of 17XqU.il it Dens M tion, and the freedorl. 

'The last ~nd a~eleB. realization, the second a Ion 
6 

pur;.ttion, th first an ord aI, briof', but full of' f'ate!" 

But he diocovered t'ut out of each of these i1carnations 

he evolved sOT1e~hat "advanced'. 

He saw t e "curve of' ovolution" al i lyS undulat1 g. 19 

1 . L6 
2 . P 20L 
3 . Chap. XXVII 
4 . " XXVIII 
5 . Ibie'! : p ( (' . ( 
6 . I1)id: p ~ ~)O 
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could se~ other beings. "Another race of' beings. Other landscapes. 
I 

But alwayn tl1A anne Im'ff'J ". Although his prisons mieht be met-

amorphized "I was ntill individually I". As he witnofJsed his 0 m 

birtlG and dpathe, so h~ witnessed the birth and death of' worlds . 

Anot}v~r greater curve of evolution undulated bef'ore him. He 
2 

witnessed tho birth of natter. The curvo of evolution shot 

more boldly upward ••••••••. • 

"And the Hpirit h~d no hO~A but ito fAllow spirit". 

"The vtsion overpowered ~e. I saw myself in the vary 

da m of tl~c divl'1o. Tl'lf~ cO'1lrr.union of theoA unnar:lnble creatures 

thrillnrt jnto a tr~c coalc3cence, and slrpassed it. And t~e bAing 

and alP, g~zin~ withlr. And with a sigh of supremo transport 

I been.n to ,if) aId 1) my mel tint; individuali ty in exchange for tho 

I t~robbed to tl prire ~118ationB of time:oRs existence ....•••• I 

saw ••• I beca~e •. ..•••• 

'l'ho pulsati. !1S rPBolv d thcmsGlv s, "'lith mystorious 

and for 'id'.l.ble ~ort!mt, into the va.st r·ei torated swnI!loning of a 
4 

" ti t'lnic gong thai .. aJ1..'1ouncod tltc UYli ag:i.n ......... 

1. 
2. 
'1 . Ibid 
4. Ibid: p ~)' n 
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(a) .oral Values. 

In brine;ing up the qUl3stio!1 of mora.l values in the work 

of c~roniclAr of the Fivp ~owns, a phase of literary criti.ism is 

considoreci "hich ~n not held too prominpnt a place in the art COl'1 -

wontR of -1 dr;rn rp,vie~·8. "Avert 1AIAsB, the T'l i delle-clasa inquiry, 

"Is it :-t good 1) )olc':''' will alw"'ys be ont.Lrely pertin~nt. ornl values 

are of suprer'le inportance, in art as we 11 as lii'e - becauGP tis i 

after all, a norn.l universe. 1'he f'ullest national recof!ni tion of 

this grrnt ruth is the p:;lory of onr .nglo-:'axon Ii tArat lr~. Any 

substitution of osthptic f'or ethic~l st ndnr r a in the attitude of 

the dilet~.nt(). '~l1e tt'nth lies in thef'l) linl?B of ' .. ennyson's, pre-

facing "Thq al~ce of Art": 

"Beauty, Good and KnoV'{led~e ar p t rne Aisters 
That dote upon each other, friends to ~n, 
And never can be sunder.d wi thout t '1. " ". 

~hF\t is noral? Vhat is imroorn.l? A great deLl of con-

fU:>ion existn ahnut th_s ~n thl? avera:,e Il.y -f'arin~ 'lind. PI in 

speakiT1g in not immo r'll tholwh it rHl.Y o.f'fend 1.5000 taste; q bo ~ 

or ~ny • ark of a~t is pure or i9~lre, ns he mino of i a 

creator ie Yl'1r n 'or imp'lre; an his ain is good or b oc, nd 

as his principler of virtue re baaed not up n the vagaries of 

pri va to .;udgmr;nt but upon the na turA.l la~ hich St. Paul affirm. 
1 

eVAn t 0 Gnntiles have written in their learts. It must be 

reI'\l?mbered th t t l'tt Which is veiled or suggestive is far l~ipr 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Epistle of Bt. Paul to the R)mans: II: 14,15. 
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to b~ truly irru:1oral tha.n that which is more obviouoly offensive. 

Dennett does not often offend good taste by emphasis 

upon the physical or Bensual. He shows none of the obsession for 

oneBub,ject that de laupassant shows; there ie a wholesome pro­

portion in his view of motives impelling action. Rut now and 

again, in his broad tolerance, he lays hiMSlf open to a change 

of real conf'usion of :'lOral values. He is dangerously near some-

thing like this in io portrayal of Carlotta Feel: the book is 

pessi~iGtic; it· 0 alnont an arraignment of n~turo itself. It 

is saved, artlstlcn.lly, by its restraint and pathos. 

An unmirjtakable instance, however, of a lack of noral 

str1.ndards is this passage fro"l . ho!'1 God ltath Joined: 

I •••••••• A couple of hundred yards moro, and you are 
·'.it tho nill .. ni t, in the Cflntre of a trian8ular country 
l~ich on geographical ~aps is colored black to indicate 
coal. ' ... 'urn thr;n and look. '.1.'1) "':-he east is the wild 
gray- ,reen moorl nd dotted i th I'lining villages Vlhose 
sto8ulen arB WReathed in smoke lnd fire. Vest and 
north and south' are the J·'l vo 'l'owno - l3ursley and Turnhi 11 
to tho north - Fanbridr,e, r nype Fmd distant JJongshm 
to the south - llanbridge A.nd Burnley uniting their arms 
in th8 went. HJro they hR.",e bro thed for a thousand 
years; and h I'o today they pant in the fever of a 
quicl,r;:enr;d evolution wi th ~ 11 their vast apparatus of 
nayors and alder len, and chains. of office, their gas 
and their electriCity, their 0 ~ft transport, their 
daily pa )<'1', thoir religions, their fierce pleasl~res, 
their vicEls, their passionate sports, and their secret 
iden,ls! •.•.•...•• Railway stations, instituto, temples, 
col1.:3.:e["" r,rave eoI'd, pn.rks, bath~, workshops, theaters, 
conc~rt;>, C'l,1.'e8, pawnshops, Ar.1pOr1Ur.lS, privato bars, 
unI1cnt',onnd haunts, courts of' justice, banks, clubs, 
libraries, thri"t so ieties, ~uc ion roonn, t lephone 
exc 18.n500 , 08 t officen, l'1arrH go registrioB, municipal 
bui ldil'88 - '{flat are they, an the!' undulate be low you 
in t"eir COI'lplox unity, but the natural, beautiful 
inevi tA.bl"'~ anifCBtation of the indestructible For~e 
th'lt in vl thin' you'l Ii' thi pro pec t is not beautiful 
undor thA high and dal'kened sk", then flo ors arp not 
bAalltiful, nor the ways of anima.ls! If any thin that 
happens in this arena of activity seoms to Y01 to nood 
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apologizin~ for, or slurring over, of concealment, then 
you h~VA c linhed to thn top of (roft <nd in vain!" 1 

Tonn~rson, n,8ain shows us th0 hir~h0r t 'uth in this 

sta.nza from t 110 Calto ll! of In l'iomori3.m : 

/I ••••••••••••••• Ari SA and fl:r 
'l'he reolin~ Faun, the sensual :feast; 
Hove upward, working out the beast 
Ar,.d let t;le api) and ti[.:>Gr liA" . 

But not f'ton is Hr. Bennett's work rnarredin this ay: 

"As ye sow so shall y > reap"; and lithe nn.c;es o:f 8in is death"-, 

theRe fund~~entBl truths of our existence arp not dis_Bgarded 

by hirl. 

1. .'ho'1 Go(l ntl .Toinod: pp 5, n, 7. 
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V: CONCLUSION. 

/Trent beyond question, as is sorne of t.he w rc lr. 

Bennet t has ulreac:y done, to many observfH's his promise seens 

even largnr th,m his a.ccomplishment. It is n t too much to say 

that hin tAc"l1ique is '1.13 rST'w,rkable an instrument D.R any artist 

has ~TAt wielded in (En.r;lish) fiction. 'fo produce the illusion 

of 1 Lfe; to revo?vl a sense of' values; to sot f'orth the etArnal 

significance of the r:!Orwnt that now is j to see life in terms of 

rAlative value and to insist upon the vital necessit of orienta-

tion co cerning body, !!lind and spirit - if allch be tLe function 

of thA novelist, s11rel;T it is a craft ~hich de ands n. nIantic 

technique. 70 Bay th t !r. 13ennett t a is adoquate 's praise indoed, 

and it iB, pcr}apa, upon the side of technique ra her tho.n of 

vif'ion, tl~at art \ ill be found the richer for +1., ork of Arnold 

Ben1ett. 

Hi rich humor his sympathetic satire; do l:luch to ard 

concealing a flubstrntuIl of p ssimism. Yet un istakably , he re-

veals l'fe UP griM. • e declares it , even, to be so: 

"'1'}1e nai v. ecstaf}ties of her girlhood had long inc 
dOla~ted - the price paid for experience and self- pos ­
sossion and a true vision of things. 'rhe vast inherent 
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melancholy of' the Univ~rse did not exempt her". 

a.nd again: 

"~he esteemed t11n.t ShA knew what life wa~, and 
that it was grim". 2 

But even the Christian ma.y agree wi th l'r . 3ennett, When 

the supArnatural is l~ft o~t of accolnt.: "'l'hp. world is a sorry 

pIn.cR wi tho'lt (; .d", said Fnt er Byrnes o·.t of' the fullness of his 

roisRion dutips In the publiC wardG of a rr~at Cit~T hospital. r. 

B0nnp.tt's limitations ~re not greater than those of his a~nostic 

philosoph? 
l{eal tenderness wherever he finds it; brotherly love 

wherever it aI'pear!'i, :r. Bennett respects. le helieves in it, More-

over, and if h~ does not Ahow a su.rfeit of these qualities in his 

pictures of society, it is beca.use he finds genuine bcnevol nco 

none too cor:unon in life andhe refu303 to give countenar.ce to that 

which is spuriolls. Again , he r8veals life at" he 60es it. His 

hones ty, sinceri ty, his ref mal to lie ac.ont .nythinl), no l!la t ter 

how tempting the opportunit , for the sakA of an effec" of' 

th ,ory, I al{e hir1 tf) be trl!ste bdyond the coml on lot of f'ictlon 

writers. 

Fowevor, effp.cts, f r t eir am ha~es, he dispises, and 

a thesis 11e cOrlsiste'nt.ly t voids. IUs or:lt in absolutely detache 

that is, as l1uch so G is poanibl(~ to n intenbe a.nd highly in-

dividualized perRonality. 'hile r. B,nnett aec1ines to omt 

tho pulnit, or pIa' Sir ~racle - n irresistable teMpt tion to too 

many arti stn - st::..ll hin opinions 'lora GV ry here to be disc rned. 

Complete ob,lee ivitv in, of co"rse incoI!lp tiblo 'ith 

~------------~~------~~------------------.--------------------------------1. Old' lv,s' . lA: p 16 
Ibid: p l4() 
odorn Chriati1:l.ni ty and t 0 CR.tholic Church. Lecture by I?rancis 

2. 
3. 

J. Byrne", Pro. Cathedral of' St. j ary'a, love 16, 1 14. 
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that personal quality which if) after all the most precious, as 

it is ono of the basic eleMents of art. 

All 1r . BAnnett essays to do is to tell hov things 

strike 11i11. No ODA, probably, is more aware that there is no such 

thing as "the way thAy are~ that "to tell just ho. it is" - the 

Von Hn.nl{o netho i ol~ h.~.Btory, is not possible to the novelist. 

He has 3. philosophy, but he dOP.8 not thr"JS t it upon 

you. J e haA no reIig'on - at loast, there is no religiouS syst.m 

that ~ e t I, {es ser louely, discovera.bl~ in hin paees. He would, 

W~thO'-4t doubt, say wj.th ').homas .Carlylp.! liThe auti antic church 

catechinr' or' tho present century ha.s not ye"':. fallen into my hands!" 

And I half sus ect that t1A.t is so. 

r. BennAtt searcher, fo~ felicity througt. rea.lity, not 

ideality. In him there is rev~aled an hOn€Rt endeavor to see 

lift;;) 'hole and wi tIl a searching curios' ty irito all of i te parts. 

e repudiates the thought thn.t we uat keep oOl1e of our tIlt sions. 

lie desires to see it a 1; he wishes to liv it all intensely. 

He fears nothing .. :"ch the 1~ierce light of truth may reveal . 

In hLl nages ve live vicariounlf .ith nen a1d O:!len 

hOD Wf': rOGognin8 to be liKe 0 rBelvt~O; ,0 oee t' e lr lives l'loved 

by condi tion sl il{e ur ovm; 
ve Bee it in para active; we see it , 

no and aga.in, a bit of hu an misery a>ain tab Ckground of tha.t 

bea.uty and jo .llich is tlO heritnge of a.ll lif • 

Dr. ~ichRrd Blrton once' said: 

I 

fjro~test artist '1 n and wor'lan to hon life 
11 ur -

1 . 'fhonaB Ca.rlyle. :5artor Reaartus, Book VII P 

2. '..i.'hl l'o.tion, De .... 7, 1911, asks, IDoes he see life hole, or o lly 

seA it Irlinutely?" 14, 
~. ':'ho Drs. ... 11 of Idea: Lecture by Dr . Richard Burton, ~ov. 1911 
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is intrmBP, vibrant ith possibilities; to 'ho 'every 
. orning bringn a noble chance'; theyarp. lovers or 
t~Air k1rcl; they ~re intensely alive to the zeit-geist -
to t 000 i(iAH.S whi~h are dOI!lint].t~ng the v.orld today • 
. ith a clW1.y'er vision tl}an their f'ello n, tho"reveal 

tLCH0 idclt:, an' these I1.Bpcctn of tr lth" • 

-,ith nuch nr-m and omen of our a.~e, rnold Bennett takes 

his plnce. GonnpicuC) ly amon€) ther.l, he represents twentieth 

century modornisn. If' he cannot be called a prophet, a leader, 

or a teacher of l"is a~e; if he should not. cono to r'mk wi th 

tho,gr0.R.t or.or; of all tiMe, it cnn truthrully be said that ho ro-

pr17sents 'fi th corrpleto fidpli ty - the c l,.racteristic mood and 

t 10uljrt of tlll~ a~H in . 11.ch he Ii vea, and 1:.ha t he spoa B for it 

v~th a technique th t promises lone to outlive tho naturaliAtic 

and r.laterialiatic phj losophy of W l1ch it i at preAent the v0.hicle. 

It viII lIve aA long as Men and OMen live ho try in Art to h Id 

the irror Ul to ,ature. 
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