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Fall Camp Notebook: Day 11
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CROOKSTON, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Crookston football program is half-way through the second

week of fall camp as they prepare to open the season Thurs., Aug. 30 at Minnesota State University Moorhead.

Today we focus on the work that is being put in at the defensive back position. The Golden Eagles are led by

assistant coach Sam Smith, who is in his third season with the program. Smith comes from a great pedigree as

a player, having played in the National Football League, Indoor Football League, and Arena Football League.

Smith has turned his successful playing career into a strong start to a coaching career after his first three years

at Minnesota Crookston, and a previous season with Western State Colorado University.

Smith likes what he sees from a group that is a mix of young players and older players. The Golden Eagles

return experience at safety in the form of returning starters Will Cole (Sr., DB, Compton, Calif.), and Trevor Long,
Jr. (R-Jr., DB, Brooklyn Park, Minn.). The Golden Eagles also return Kyler Banks (R-So., DB, Cannon Falls, Minn.)

and Jake Larkin (R-So., DB, Kensington, Minn.) with experience, as well as a group of newcomers who will look

to compete for time at safety.

At corner, the Golden Eagles are a little less experienced with just one returnee in Anfernee Cooper (R-So., DB,

Fort Worth, Texas). In addition to Cooper, Minnesota Crookston will have to rely on several newcomers who are

competing for time during fall camp. Though they are new, the Golden Eagles have liked the progression of

the young group as they continue to work hard. 

"I feel good about where we are as a unit," Smith said. "We have a mix of young guys and older guys but the

younger guys are catching on and overall I like where they are."

Cole also feels comfortable about where the defensive backs are as a unit. The senior is looking to provide

leadership to the young group as they continue to get game ready for the first snap against MSU Moorhead.

"The big thing I am trying to do as a leader is just to lead by example," Cole said. "When I was a younger player,

the older players really helped me out and I am trying to the same by our younger guys."

Look for the defensive backs to continue to progress through camp. The defense had a particularly strong day

on Wednesday as they made several plays all over the field showing maximum effort and making smart

decisions. The Golden Eagles will hope for a similar progression through the rest of camp.
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#35 Kyler Banks

WR / 6' 1" / Redshirt Sophomore

#25 Will Cole

DB / 6' 0" / Senior

#3 Anfernee Cooper

DB / 5' 11" / Redshirt Sophomore

#17 Jake Larkin

DB / 6' 0" / Redshirt Sophomore

#40 Trevor Long, Jr.

DB / 6' 0" / Redshirt Junior
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