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Minnesota Crookston Men's Golf Adds Local
Products Trostad and Kekke to Signing Class
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CROOKSTON, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Crookston men's golf team added a pair of local golfers to

their signing class as they inked Joey Kekke (6-0 130/Argyle, Minn./Stephen-Argyle Central H.S.) and Ben

Trostad (6-0 165/Crookston, Minn./Crookston H.S.) to National Letters of Intent.

"I'm excited to bring Ben Trostad on board here at Minnesota Crookston," said Head Coach Bryant Friskop.

"Whenever you can get a player from you own backyard it's always a positive for the team and University.  We

expect Ben to come in right away and compete for a top five spot on the roster."

"We're excited to bring Joey Kekke on board," Friskop said. "He is another local guy that can come and provide

competition for all of our returners as well as newcomers.  We're hoping for big things from Joey this year."

Trostad and Kekke join with Dylan Wenzel (6-4 220, Lino Lakes, Minn./Centennial H.S.) to give the Golden

Eagles three signees heading into the 2018-19 season. The trio will join seven returnees for the 2018-19 team

with Brandon Brown (Sr., Stanchfield, Minn.), Spencer Harvey (Jr., Cambridge, Minn.), Connor Humble (So.,

Rosemount, Minn.), Ethan Johnson (Sr., Roseau, Minn.), Ben Koisti (Sr., Lake Norden, S.D.), Ben Lord (Jr.,

Brunswick, Maine) and Cole Zimmerman (Sr., Cannon Falls, Minn.). The Golden Eagles have put a continued

effort on getting local talent for the golf program with eight members of the men's golf team from Minnesota

and nine from the Midwest region.

Trostad continues a tradition of keeping local talent from Crookston in the men's golf program. Minnesota

Crookston has previously had former Pirates Seth Heppner, Matt Bjorgo, Zach Cymbaluk and Jake Sanders.

Those are the most recent Crookston-natives to continue their collegiate careers at Minnesota Crookston.

Kekke is also a local product, as he is from just 41 miles up U.S. Highway 75 in Argyle, Minn.

The Golden Eagles made strides in 2017-18, but are looking to maintain consistency on the golf course heading

into the 2018-19 season. Minnesota Crookston was led on the season by Ben Koisti, who averaged an 81.0 on the

season with a low round of 69. Connor Humble had a strong debut season for Minnesota Crookston as he

carded an average of 81.3 and a low round of 75. Humble ended the season playing some of his best golf as he

shot a 76 in the final round of the 2018 NSIC Men's Golf Championship. The best round for the team came with

a 310 at the BSU Invite Sept. 11, 2017 in Bemidji, Minn.

Joey Kekke (6-0 130, Argyle, Minn./Stephen-Argyle Central H.S.)

Kekke played golf, baseball, basketball for the Stephen-Argyle Storm. His sister Gabrielle Kekke played four

years for the Minnesota Crookston women's soccer team, just recently finishing up her career in the fall of 2017.

Kekke is the son of Lisa and Tim Kekke. He plans to major in biology at Minnesota Crookston. Kekke was born

March 31, 2000.

Ben Trostad (6-0 165, Crookston, Minn./Crookston H.S.)

 Trostad participated at the MSHSL State Tournament as a ninth grader for boy's golf. He was named the

team's Rookie of the Year. Trostad also competed in hockey and football for the Pirates. He was named

Defensive Player of the Year as a junior and senior for hockey. He was assistant captain as a junior and team

captain as a senior. Trostad earned the Coaches' Award for football as a senior. He earned the Rotary Student of

the Month for 12th grade. Trostad shot a 70 on the Minnesota PGA Junior Golf tour in Fosston, Minn. in 2017. He

turned in a 75 at Wildflower Golf Course in 2017. Trostad shot a 72 at the Bemidji Town and Country Club in

2016. He carded a 79 at Headwaters Golf Club in 2016. Trostad shot a 75 at Fosston Golf Course in 2015.

Trostad is the son of Chris and Tina Trostad. He is undecided on a major. Trostad was born Sept. 9, 1999. His

uncle Nick Cichy played football at North Dakota State. His cousin Jed LaPlante played football at Concordia

Moorhead. His cousin Kevin Hollands played football at North Dakota State, while his cousin Kim Hollands

played volleyball at Minnesota Crookston. He has been a member of the Honor Roll and will graduate Cum

Laude. His father Chris is the elementary school principal at Highland School in Crookston. 
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