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The University of Minnesota either started classes or had a welcome week event on a Jewish
high holiday (Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur) 33% of the time between 1923 and 2023. This
does not include three years in the 1980s where the first day of school would have landed on a
Jewish high holiday, but University Administration shifted the first day to avoid the conflict.



Exhibit curator:
Kate Dietrick
Archivist, Berman Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

This exhibit could not have been completed without a generous six-week professional
development leave that was supported by the University Libraries. This research leave afforded
me the opportunity to take a concentrated, deep dive into various archival collections. Thank
you to Libraries administration for providing me with the gift of time.

Thank you to the following people for their assistance throughout my research:
Ellen Engseth, Ellen Holt-Werle, Steve Hunegs, Benjie Kaplan, Kaitlin Morken, Nate Ordansky,
Riv-Ellen Prell, Linda Schloff, Katherine Tane, Chris True, Rebecca Toov, Laura Weber

Finally, many more documents were uncovered during research that simply could not make their
way into this exhibit. A forthcoming academic paper will hopefully flesh out more of the history of
this complex topic. Until then, if you are interested in learning more, please reach out to exhibit
curator Kate Dietrick at diet0134@umn.edu.

Designed by:
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Collections consulted for research include:

American Jewish World, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

Amos Deinard papers, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

Black/Jewish relations collection, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

Hillel of University of Minnesota records, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives
Jewish Community Relations Council records, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives
Jewish History collection, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

Jewish Population Studies collection, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives
Minnesota Rabbinical Association records, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives
Rabbi Lewis Ginsburg papers, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

Rabbi Stacy Offner papers, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

Sharron and Oren Steinfeldt Photograph collection, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives
St. Paul Jewish Community Center records, Upper Midwest Jewish Archives

Jewish Community Relations Council records, Minnesota Historical Society

All-University Schedule Committee papers, University Archives
Information files collection, University Archives

Office of the Dean of Students papers, University Archives
Office of the President records, University Archives

Minnesota Daily, University Archives
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Senate Committee on Educational Policy minutes
Twin Cities Campus Assembly minutes
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