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Producers of native lambs \;,ho are equipped to do so should raise early lambs. 
A study of t h e a.dvanta ges of uinter lambs \lJill convince the grm'!er that he can im­
prove the quo-Ii ty of his lamb crop C1nd increO-se the financial return from hi s flock. 

Ona of the big a.dvantages in l ambing in the early :pa.rt of Februar;}', or say 
from the middle of January to early NO-rch, is the higher vigor and thrift of the 
flock a t tha t time. The flock has not been so long from pasture as they will have 
been six \',ee1:: s to two months later. After a senson on good pasture, the e'vTes are 
\'Tell stocked \·Ii th SUbstances which protect t hem from undernourishment, but 'v/hich 
must last throughout the \dnter monthso Dry roughages supply only a fraction as 
much of these nutrients, particularly carotene, the source of vitamin A, as - green 
pastures. 

Lambs born early have the advantage of these stored up sUbstances in the eue. 
They have more pep than those born lator. The G'vle provides better nourishment for 
the l amb both before and after birth. This e).."Plains largely why there is, as a rule, 
greater success at lambing time VIi th early born lambs than those born late. 

In a southea stern i4innesota farm m<'.na.:;ement association 'vlhere recol'ds have 
been kept on flock s of sheep over a period of ten years the records sho\l thFtt those 
producers \'Iho lambed eurly made the most money. One reason for this \'laS that they 
saved a higher percen t age of lambs than tho se \;,ho lambed later. Thi s CaJl be traced 
to the better nourishment previously mentioned, and also to the fact that t h e oVlller 
was giving more attention to the flock the.n \'las possi'ble after spring \'Iork had 
G tarted. 

Proe.ucers also made more money because they \vere able to market their lambs 
before the big run and while the price \'las higher. 

The early born lambs can ~ometimes be put on the narl:::et in June and in July 
when very fevi spring lambs are coming in, and. \'/hen in normal times the price is 
higher than at any other time of the year. lj;here is the additional advantage that 
lambs are being gro\,1ll aJld finished during the sea.son vThen the pasture is at its 
b est. Usually in l' 'linneso ta the pas tures begin to go backward in July and August 
and u."lless supplementary pastures are provided, the feed supply may become very short. 
This may mean h aving to feed grain to these lambs in the fall to get them in pro}'er 
cond.i tion to market. \'lith early lambs the most important gains can be made during 
the season of flu,sh pastures. 

Another advantage of \linter lambs is the reduction in the parasite problem. 
Early born l ambs, by the time they go to pasture, are large and vigorous and are more 
r esi st.ant to any parasitic infestations tl:ey may pick up on the pasture at that time. 
La.te born l ambs may be born on pasture and pick up infestation of parasites as soon 
as t hey start to eat and are handicapped from the start by this. 

The se a dv8.ntages that the early lamb has over the late lamb are nIl apparent. 
It is true f ila t pI'oper quarters are needed for early lam"oing. A little more a tten­
ti -:n ne eds to be gi ven to the flock at t hat time, but as a rule, there is more time 
earlier in the s eason to give that attention. 1.1he problem of housing is not unsolv­
able; \',i th a Ii ttle labor and material sui table h .mbing quarters can be provided • 
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