





Table 3. Number of Minnesota farms reporting milk cows

by size of herds, 1960, 1965, 1970

1-9 cows 10-19 cows 20-29 cows 30-49 cows 50 cows and over
No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
Year herds % herds % herds yA herds % herds %
1960 30,307 36 35,642 42 . 14,283 17 4,309 5 477 1

1965 17,236 26 25,502 38 16,147 24 7,305 11 1,060 1

1970 8,329 20 11,653 27%~11,238 26 9,123 22 2,120 5

HOW OUR MILK IS MARKETED

The last few years have seen a sharp increase in the amount of milk marketed
as grade A. In 1965, 17 percent of Minnesota milk was classed grade A; by 1970
the figures had jumped to 29 percent. About 1/6 of the state's producers (a little
over 7,000 dairymen) accounted for the grade A milk in 1970. Slightly over 1,000
of those producers were added in 1969 alone. We are moving fast!

CAN VS. BULK MILK

Things are happening here, too! We have seen a steady increase in the amount
of milk handled in bulk. In 1970, 70 percent of the milk was received in bulk,
up 2 percent from 1969. Essentially all grade A milk is bulk, and about 56 percent
of manufacturing milk. It is also interesting to note that, of the 41,000 dairy
farmers, half are bulk producers and they account for over 2/3 of the milk supply.
With can hauling costs continually on the rise, we can expect the bubble to burst
one of these days, and we will shortly approach 100 percent bulk. And--yes--we
still receive some farm-separated cream, 1.0 percent of the milk volume this past
year. These statistics are compiled in table 4.
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