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Creating Public Open Spaces
NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED RESEARCH & DESIGN



Project Goal: To provide the Coalition with a 
“set” of illustrative renderings depicting what 
different open spaces might look like along 
the greenway as a  tool to help push forward 
the collective desire of “Midtown Greenway” 
neighborhoods for public open space.
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Providing public open space allows for 
opportunities to:

- Include Activity Destinations 
- Demonstrate and manage good ecological 
design with sustainable plant communities 
and stormwater management 

- Improve Midtown Greenway access, safety  
and aesthetics

Creating Public Open Spaces
NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED RESEARCH & DESIGN



Downtown Minneapolis

Midtown Greenway

Lake Calhoun
Mississippi River

Regional Context 



The Midtown Greenway
Will connect the Chain of Lakes to the Mississippi 
with completion of Phase 3 

Provides a necessary loop to the Grand Rounds

Will eventually connect Uptown to Grand Avenue via 
a St. Paul Extension of the Midtown Greenway



Recent Work Along the Greenway
1. Acquisition of Federal dollars to span the Greenway across the Mississippi

2. Landscape Planting and Design Plan 

by Simonet for Longfellow Community Council along Phase 3

3. Martin Sabo Pedestrian Bridge over Hiawatha LRT

4. Midtown Minneapolis Land Use and Development Plan 

by Biko Associates, Metropeligo P.C. and City of Minneapolis 

5. Current Midtown Greenway Land Use and Development Plan

by SEH and the City of Minneapolis
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Midtown Greenway Open Space Vision Plan
Includes 12 Identified adjacent sites suitable for public open space

Sites are grouped based on Neighborhood Boundaries



Five Neighborhood Based Groups
A. West Calhoun-Cedar Isles Dean

B. Whittier-Lyndale

C. Phillips West - Central

D. Midtown/East Phillips-Powderhorn

E. Seward-Longfellow
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Twelve Individual Sites Suitable for Public Open Space
(Identified by the cross street)

Chowen Avenue 5th Avenue East of Hiawatha

SW Corner of Lyndale Chicago to Elliott 29th Avenue “Nolo Park”

Soo Line Garden (Garfield Ave) Cepro Grain Elevator Site (11th Ave)

Pleasant to Pillsbury Link to Powderhorn via 11th Ave.

Nicollet 15th to Bloomington



Twelve Individual Sites Suitable for Public Open Space
(Identified by the cross street)

SITE NAME SITE FUNCTION

Chowen Avenue Future Rail Transit Station and Greenspace

SW Corner of Lyndale Future Rail Transit Station/ Plaza

Soo Line Garden Community Garden Pedestrian Access

Pleasant to Pillsbury Green Open Space and w/ “graceful” Bike Ramp

Nicollet Future Rail Transit Station/ Public Plaza w/ Access

5th Avenue Green Public Gathering Space (ideas to be determined)

Chicago to Elliott Green Open Space and w/ “graceful” Bike Ramp

Cepro Grain Elevator Site 100% Park Space w/ Bike – Ped. Access

Link to Powderhorn via 11th Ave. Boulevard and linear park connection to P. Park

15th to Bloomington Green Open Space and w/ “graceful” Bike Ramp 

and Amphitheater

East of Hiawatha Green Public Gathering Space – Park Space

29th Avenue “Nolo Park” Brownfield Revitalization – Public Art Space



Enhancing the Quality of Life and our Park System
New public open spaces along the Greenway will:

Help balance and increase the quality of life for our existing neighborhoods

Ensure the preservation of that quality of life for those who come due to 
additional development.



Fingers of the Midtown Greenway
The proposed Powderhorn Link via 11th Avenue is just the beginning….

Recommend further links to neighborhood parks

If the Grand Rounds is the Aorta of the Minneapolis Park and Trail System….

Consider these “fingers” as capillaries of the Midtown Greenway 



Midtown Greenway Open Space Vision Plan

Thank you….. Questions? 
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