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The "best schools for the whole child thet the world has ever known"
still f211 far short of todey's and tomorrow's reguirements for an Americe
faeing grim challenges on domestic and foreign fronts, a UMD convocation sudience
vas told hh;t today

Douglas Ward, dean of edueation, m Miami university, Sxx Oxford, O.,
in a lecture, "The School Controversy: A Critique on the Critics," zsserted:

"It is not enough to say we shall do better that which we are doing
well now, We have to examine the whole system of education from kindergarten
through college toward making the necessery drastic changes to meet these challenges,®

Decn = Verd ypummm declared that the muikimi® critics by =nd k=xke large
lagk the experience to chart the course Americen education must talke but that
their logic is "essentially correct.®

Among mejor problems he listed:

l. Contemporary life demands 2 higher quality of education than is
now aveilable in all except richer school systems,

2. Americe is permsnently committed to the philosophy of universel
compulgory edusation, rather than education for the gifted few.

3« The broader aspectes of education are being neglected in the inecressing
demand for supplementary services, such as guidance, mental health, recreztion and
athletics. '

&% "¥o longer is it the original three R's, but =211 the new R's, re.nging
from recruiting for the armed forcesy to collecting o0ld clothee and new dimes for

worthy, yes, but time=-taking cai sesy® he declared.



As e result of the dispersal of time, effort snd energy over msny
services beside acaderio lecrning, it is easy for youth teo
"fall into a sloth which a free netion cen 111 afford."

His "lmnches® ebout ihexdirvsekismciwoddehcrarrasiivnay renedies
eitigexkeeiwdexx ineindet included:

£ 1. Pirming up of gex grade policies cnd other measurements
of scaderic achievement.

2. A close lock at "our clmost neurotic attachment" to
the policy of equelity in our school st:ffing which results in
"the same responsibilities and wessmwy recompense for the competent =nd the
incompetent, the trained snd the untrained.”

3. Getting tough about written expression--spelling, grammaw, eto.,
“one of our greatest wesknesses."

e Pubiing curbs on "logcal irresponsibility,” which allows some
school boards to Ve siswaky slovenly while others are slert to the pressing
needs for reform and improvement.

5. "Building our schools end echool poliey as deringly
a8 ve have built other aspects of our national 1ife in the pagt.”

6. Developing new techniques to sssure more effestive learning,

kdruxkey for sxample, that

subliminal learning may hold a key.



