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Clunch Benda

Some years ago, before | settled into
the workaday world as most of us know
it, | guided two-and-a-half-month
canoe trips for teenage boys. The first
two weeks of the first trip | guided were
hellish: long hours of paddling, cold
rain, hot sun, and hordes of hungry
mosquitoes

But after a few weeks and a few
hundred miles, we adjusted to the
rigorous, spartan lifestyle. In a replica
of the 26-foot North canoe used by the
voyageurs, the nine of us traveled the
old fur trade routes along the Canadian
border, down the Rainy River, across
Lake of the Woods, and down the
Winnipeg River into central Canada.
We began to fancy ourselves quite the
voyageurs — until we made our
acquaintance with the Sturgeon-Weir.

The Sturgeon-Weirisa short river —
just 20 miles long — connecting a
couple of lakes along our route. Butwe
had to paddle upriver, and for most of
those 20 miles, the Sturgeon-Weir
poured over the rocks in one nearly
continuous rapid.

Half a day of floundering in the
water, pulling the canoe upstream with
a rope, gained us only a few hundred
yards on the feisty little river. After
watching our struggles for an hour or
50, an old Indian who lived near the
river offered to show us how to pole
our way upstream. He helped us select
and cut the best tamarack poles and,
after trying futilely to explain how it
should be done, climbed into the canoe
and helped us pole up the first half mile
of river.

That evening, as we shared a supper
of fresh walleye with him, he asked us
why we didn’t carry an outboard
motor. We explained that we wanted to
have anadventure, traveling under our
own power like the voyageurs. He
didn’t seem to understand. We tried
again to explain. He only shook his
head. After a spell, he smiled, then
softly said, “You can have adventure
with an outboard, too.”

We didn’t change our plans, and two
and a half days later, finally made itup
the Sturgeon-Weir, But thatold Indian
changed forever my notion as to what
adventure is all about. It is not about
means and methods and old ways of

doing things, but rather about spirit
and attitude and crossing new horizons.

There isan adventure in the making
in basic scientific research.
Supercomputers —a fast and powerful
new generation of number crunchers —
are opening the door to research that
would have been impossible 10 years
ago, and opening the mind to problems
so complex that the solutions will have
to wait until the computers get even
faster. | thought I knew all I ever
wanted to know about computers until
| started interviewing the University
scientists who are using
supercomputers in their research. This
issue’s cover story, “The Number
Crunchers,” will let you in on the
adventure.

For adventure of another kind, read
“InSearch ofa Job—1and 2.” The first
is a serious look at the plight of
University seniors and recent graduates
searching for that first job in a tight
market. Then, through the eyes of
James Lileks, "83, you'll geta humorous
view of the adventures and misfortunes
of liberal arts majors seeking gainful
employment.

Finally, if you prefer the vicarious
adventure of reading, you'll want to
check out “Favorite Books,” a look at
some of the all-time and recent favorites
of University alumni and faculty
members. There you'll find enough
intriguing suggestions to make your
summerone long, happy adventure —
with or without an outboard motor.
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Rm.‘unliv I viewed a slide presentation
about the University that began with
several closeups of architectural details
of Northrop Auditorium. While an
evocative solo flute played in the
background, a resonant voice said, “A
little'part of this belongs to you It's
your University.” We don’t actually
intend to dismantle Northrop ;
Auditorium brick by brick and pillar by

pillar, distributing the pieces to our
alumni and friends. Rather, as the show
went on to explain, we would like every
alumnus to feel ownership of and a
sense of pride in the University. It does
indeed belong to you,

Generally, for alumni this sense of
belonging develops during their
student years. But a recent attitude
survey showed that most alumni feel
this connection ends when they
graduate. The same alumni, however,
said that they regularly attend concerts,
lectures, and athletic events on campus.
This makes their lack of connectedness
troublesome and difficult to explain. In
their contacts with the University, they
apparently think of themselves as
members of the general public, rather
than as alumni. Think for a minute
about yourself. As a University
alumnus do you consider yourself part
of a special group?

The idea of alumni owning their
university is the primary reason for
forming alumni organizations. Eighty
years ago this spring, several Minnesota
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alumni, feeling a sense of University
ownership, initiated the Minnesota
Alumni Association. Today the
Association still aims to make you feel
part of a special group.

One of the three goals vital to the
Association’s mission is to provide
meaningful University services to our
members. Whether it's this magazine,
which only members receive, or more
than a dozen other benefits the
Association offers, our goal is to give
you an opportunity to own a little piece
of the University.

If you're a graduate who lives outside
the state of Minnesota you may find
Minnesota, Dial M, the Parents Help
Packet, or group travel the most useful
benefits. If you're a graduate still living

in the Twin Cities metropolitan area,
you may find access to the University
libraries, the Outdoor Store, the campus
unions, the golf course, and aerobic
classes most useful.

Now we're introducing a wellness-
awareness benefit through Boynton
Health Service that extends health
assessment, weight reduction, and stop
smoking programs to Alumni
Association members. (See details on
page 55.)

Regardless of which benefits you
enjoy most, it'’simportant to remember
that the University makes these benefits
available because it cares about you.
The only others who enjoy most of
these benefits are current students;
therefore, although you may feel your
connection with the University ended
when you graduated, it didn’t. The
University believes that its alumni are
soimportant that it affords Association
members many of the same rights and

privileges as current students. The days
ahead hold even more promise; we plan
to introduce several more new
membership benefits.

You are a part of the University and
the University is a part of you — for
life. We want you to continue learning
and growing, improving your ming
and body, and prospering from active
participation in the joys of education: |
hope, no matter where you are or what
stage of life you are in, we can rekindle
and keep aflame your sense of
connection to the University of
Minnesota. A part of it will always
belong to you

Steve Roszell 118
been Executiv
Director of the
Minnesota Al 1l
Association sl ¢
1979




The Subtle Threats
of Modern Science

M dern science has come under
fire, its products and accomplish-
merts no longer accepted without
que-tion. We view with suspicion the

pansion of computer technology,
nd we condemn the ominous
proliferation of nuclear weapons. Yet
a0 matter how menacing technology
nay be to us physically, its effects on
the mind are even more sinister. |
believe that the deeper threat today is
pesed, not by the products of applied
sagence, but by the imagery of pure
sence.

When | teach introductory physics
o liberal arts majors, | often observe
n students a negative reaction to
scientific ideas, which in some cases
nas developed into a full-blown
ilienation toward physics. | have

kamed to bring up this problem
-.IHILI”\ on the first day of my

lisses. On one occasion, this mention
prompted a student to express great
relief that she wasn't the only person
ntimidated by science. By drawing
out such students, by studying the
problems of science anxiety, and by
contemplating my own concerns
ibout science, | have come to believe
such fear responses are anything but
irrational and idiosyncratic

lhese fears fall into three
ategories. The first is our instinctive
dread of the products of technology.
Ihe problems of pollution — chemical

Got an Opinion?

Let's hear it! Minnesota will consider
pinting opinion essays from readers
on the Opinion Page. Submissions
should be approximately 800 words
"!_ﬂd cover a topic pertinent to the
Umeersity and its alumni. Send your
mar uscript, along with a self-

idd essed, stamped envelope to:
Upi iion Page, Minnesota Magazine,
100 Vorrill Hall, 100 Church Street
5E Minneapolis, MN 55455.

Rogm JMAM

and nuclear wastes, acid rain, food
additives—and the menace of nuclear
technology — atomic reactors,
weapons, missiles, and the bomb —
need no elaboration to justify our
fears about them.

I'he second fear is “math anxiety,”
a kind of generalized fear and feeling
of inadequacy associated with
mathematics. Unfortunately, math
anxiety is connected with two very
serious problems in American
education: sexism and anti-
intellectualism. We still have higher
expectations for boys in science than
for girls, and we still harbor a certain
disdain for formal intellectual subjects
like mathematics. The situation is
beginning to improve, but it will
demand our continued vigilance,

There is one aspect of math anxiety,
however, that does relate directly to
the fear of science. Itis the tendency,
especially in the physical sciences, to
treat the world primarily in
quantitative terms. Venus may have
anorbitand a velocity, but not beauty
and harmony. Time may be clocked
and recorded, but not fleeting or “out
of joint.”

Now, the great glory of physics is
that it has succeeded in quantifving
nature. And to blame physics for the
misapplication of its methods is not
fair. But the highly influential, almost
hypnotic success of the quantitative
approach in physics has mistakenly
convinced people to devalue what
cannot be treated quantitatively. We
are more concerned today with
statistics than with the meaning of
historv.

More alarming is that the
quantitative approach intimidates
many people whose natural bentis to
view the world in qualitative, intuitive
terms and who have come to feel
inferior because of it. Emotions,
dreams, and imagination are difficult
to measure or substantiate. They have
trouble competing with space,
energy, and matter. This subtly
implied superiority of the quantitative
scientific view contributes
significantly to the continuing friction
between science and the humanities.

But it is the third kind of fear and
anxiety that | believe presents the
deepest threat. This is the alienation
we feel before the modern scientific

HRoger Jones is an associate professor of physics at
the Umiversity. His book, Physics As Metaphor, was
published by Umiversity of Minnesota Press

view of an inhospitable universe
without meaning or sense.
Contemplate the picture for a
moment.

First we see a cosmic realm of
enormous scale — possibly infinite,
but even if finite, then vast beyond
imagining. Light, which can travel
more than seven times around the
equatorin one second, would take 30
billion years to cross the span of the
known universe. Quter space is frigid
— hundreds of degrees below
freezing, incapable of supporting life.
Itcontains vast regions of almost total
emptiness and pitch blackness. Here
and there hangs an exceptional star or
gas cloud, but the typical
neighborhood is devoid of any
substantial form of matter or spark of
light.

In some remote corner of this
hostile universe, on a tiny speck of
dust called earth, orbiting what
astronomers refer to as a second-rate
star, the laws of physics and chemistry
have notably but meaninglessly
conspired to bring about an odd form
of matter that breathes and thinks.
For all we know (Carl Sagan and his
fanciful extrapolations notwith-
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They are the slaves inspiring the
revolution. Once quiet, obedient
tools, they now stretch the limit of the
mathematics needed to guide them —
and the imaginations of those who
work with them,

“They” are the supercomputers —
16,000 pounds of chips and circuit
boards, 60 miles of wire, and 625,000
electronic resistors packed into a frame
not much bigger (or more awe-inspir-
ing) than three or four refrigerators
huddled in a circle. Behind their bland
exteriors lurk speed and power almost
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Supercomputers —
ultrafast cousins to
the personal com-
puters invading our
homes — are chang-
ing the way science is
done and leading the
University in new
directions.

By Chuck Benda
Photos By Tom Foley

beyond comprehension.

According to Kenneth Wilson, a
Nobel laureate physicist from Cornell
University and outspoken advocate of
supercomputing, supercomputers are
going to change human life as drasti-
cally as the invention of the wheel or
the industrial revolution.

The University of Minnesota be-
came a leading force in this revolution
in 1981 when it purchased a Cray |
supercomputer. It was the first univer-
sity and today is one of only three uni-
versities in the country to have a

supercomputer. And, if the University
realizes its plans over the next few
years, it may become the world leader
in supercomputing.

Part of the excitement over super-
computers comes from the all-out bat-
tle now being waged between Amer-
ican supercomputer manufacturers —
primarily Cray Research and Control
Data’s spinoff, ETA Systems, both
companies with headquarters in the
Twin Cities — and their Japanes:
counterparts. Part of the University
plan to stay in the middle of this












Developing a
Supercomputing Institute

Although the exact nature of the in-
stitute is yet to be formed, both Keller
and Peter Roll, a special assistant to
Keller in charge of laying groundwork
for the institute, agree that it will hap-
pen at the University, either as a full-
blown institute, funded by the legisla-
ture and subsidized by Cray, ETA Sys-
tems, and other high-tech industries,
or as a smaller consortium without
state involvement and with funding at
lower levels.

The move to secure legislative funds
for a proposed supercomputing insti-
tute began when Control Data de-
veloped its plans to establish ETA Sys-
tems as an independent operation
wholly devoted to supercomputer de-
velopment. Governor Rudy Perpich
was intent on keeping ETA Systems’
headquarters in Minnesota. As part of
an arrangement worked out with Con-
trol Data, Perpich agreed to back a
supercomputer institute at the Univer-
sity.

Fortuitously, the Governor’s plans
meshed well with the University’s
long-range plans to develop the com-
puter science and electrical engineer-
ing programs.

“The Governor’s interest matched
the plans of the University in a way
that was close to perfect,” Keller said,
“although there was a good deal of
discussion later on to bring his views
closer to ours.”

In many ways the University was
predisposed to support a supercom-
puting institute. Already housing the
Microelectronics and Information Sci-
ences Center and the National Insti-
tute of Mathematics and its Applica-
tions, and planning to beef up the

Minnesota's supercomputer, a Cray | (far right),
stands ou! in a room full of computers and peripheral
equipment al the University's computer center, A
lalse floor hides a nightmarish maze of pipes, wires,
cables, and reinforcements that cool, talk to, electrify,
and support the Cray

Bench-like segments surrounding the main frame
contain transformers that change the vollage coming
from a generator — and back-up — In a separate
room (top left)

A compressor-condenser unit (middie left) cools
the freon needed to dissipate the tremendous heal
— In excess of 600,000 BTUs per hour — generated
by the Cray. The freon is circulated through plates
in the main frame

The water supply o the compressor-condenser is
circulated through a cooling tower (bottom left) to
complete the heal exchange
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Need a Summertime Reading List?
Check Out These All-Time Favorites
of University Alumni and Faculty Members.

My memories of schoolgirl summers
in International Falls hold the usual
social pleasures — hanging out with
my buddies, working on a tan (hoping
for a few curves to go with it), swim-
ming and waterskiing in lakes that
never lost their glacial grip — plus the
private pleasure of joining the summer
reading club at the children’s library.

The goal was to read 10 books by
the end of vacation. For each one com-
pleted, a little paper fish was added
to the reader’s pole on the club
poster. A short book report to the li-
brarian came first, of course. [ realize
now that this was the validation step
ir the program. But at the time to share
ny enthusiasm about a good book
with someone else seemed the only
tl ing to do.

By Pamela LaVigne

I would ride my bike fast to get
there, and the library welcomed me,
cool and calm. Located in a basement,
the children’s room was a miniature
version of the adult library upstairs
(which I still think of as the “Big Li-
brary”). Flooring was a deep ruddy
tile; the easy chairs of the same color
held thick Naugahyde-covered cush-
ions; wide-grained oak outlined the
doors and baseboards and made up
the kid-scaled tables and chairs. A cer-
tain seriousness prevailed. Club post-
ers hung over the temporarily out-of-
service fireplace (we would gather
around its warmth again, though, in
fall and winter for story hour).

My earliest memory of deliberately
competing at something was my last
summer spent checking out books

from this room. [ was determined to
be the first to finish 10 books, and I
was.
[ also vowed to read my way from
A to Z around the adolescent reading
shelves. What hours of browsing satis-
faction that meant! And wobbly bike
rides home, steering carefully while
riously balancing a too-large
stack of books under my arm. I can
still see the sections that held, to my
juvenile tastes, the richest pockets of
reading.

At least half a shelf was taken up
by the Betsy, Tacy, and Tib collection,
written by Maude Hart Lovelace and
set in Winona, Minnesota, in the long
dress days. I followed their fortunes
faithfully, right through the last title:
Betsy and Joe.
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Another series, shorter on shelf
space but longer on imagination, was
The Borrowers —a thimble-sized
family who lived the adventurous life
afield, afloat, and aloft.

Another shelf held the first book |
ever reread: Beverly Cleary’s Jean and
Johnny. The pleasure of a favorite
book, I discovered, could be renewed.

Favorite books come back to mind
now because summer is almost back,
with all its lazy opportunities for read-
ing — at the lake, on the porch, in the
hammock. Lots of us will pick some-
thing from the best-seller list for com-
pany in the sun. But why not savor
an old favorite while we’re at it? After
all, we see movies we like more than
once, even though we know the end-
ing. You wouldn’t pass up a slice of
fresh melon because you already knew
the taste, would you? Of course not.

So “to rouse some good-book
memories and to get you started, here
are some favorites of University
graduates and faculty. We asked about
a dozen of them to tell us what their
favorite books are and why they chose
them. We also asked them to mame
the best book they had read in the last
year. They complied with dispatch, di-

versity, and an occasional disclaimer.

Here, for example, is how Ruther-
ford Aris, Regents’ Professor of
Chemical Engineering and Materials
Science, responded to our request:

“Ask a professor a simple question
and you'll get a complicated answer!
What does a 'favorite book’ mean? If
it is one of which the absence would
change your life the most, then the
answer is obvious — the Bible. If it is
the one that you turn to most fre-
quently for enjoyment as well as in-
struction — then to the Bible add the
Oxford English Dictionary. If it is the
one you'd insist on having with you
when being wrecked on a desert is-
land — the OED is impracticable, but
the Bible is again the one essential. All
of which is very obvious — you'd get
the same from almost anybody... So
I'm inclined to rule out the Bible from
consideration — it's no ordinary book
anyway.

“That done however, | still have
problems coming up with favorite
books: 1 come up with favorite au-
thors.”

(For his choices and comments,
along with those of Curtis L. Carlson
and Patricia Hampl, see the accom-

panying section.)

Fiction with a certain sweep of h
tory was mentioned most often. M;
nesota’s attorney general Hub: |
“Skip” Humphrey III named two |
his three favorites in this category: 7
Source by James Michener — “a gre
book about an area steeped in histo. ¢
and yet the focal point of today and
tomorrow’s  history” —and [,
Zhivago by Boris Pasternak — '3
beautiful, romantic novel; well written
with deep underlying philosophical
concerns expressed.”

Exodus by Leon Uris was surgeon
John S. Najarian’s favorite fiction, a
choice he explained in a word: “infor-
mative.”

Actress Linda Kelsey ('68 CLA, the-
ater) of television's Lou Grant series
picked two turn-of-the-century Euro-
pean novels as among her favorites:
Growth of the Soil by Scandinavian
Knut Hamsun, published in 1917, and
Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy, first
printed in 1886. Each she described as
“a brilliant, profoundly moving
book.”

An even older book than these was
the first-choice favorite of anthropol-
ogy professor Harvey Sarles: 20,000
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3 Favorite Books of All Time

*Montrose by John Buchan.

“This biography of the great captain
breathes the air of the Scottish
highlands that were the scene of his
campaigns of 1644-46. For light reading
[ often return to Buchan’s words, ‘witch
hood’ particularly, his autobiography
and other historical writing.”

Rutherford Aris, Regents’ Professor of Chemical
Engineering and Matenals Science

A R 1

*The Wind in the Willows

by Kenneth Graham.

“1 came to this (as also to Winnie the
Pooh) in adulthood and find it, like
Graham's Dream Days and Golden Age,
the perfect children’s book for adults.”

S

*Collected Poems

by Gerard Manley Hopkins.

“Both the form and content are worth
living with, as, of course, is true of
many other poets, e.g. Eliot’s Four
Quartets.”

Best Book Read in Last Year

Heraclitean Fire by Erwin Chargalf
“Anautobiography with a difference —
a very good style of writing.”




| agues Under the Sea written by
| les Verne and published in 1870. For
rles the story had the sort of impact
thors of every period strive for: “It
t ok my imagination and ran off with

A different sort of thrill was what
1-\*ers:lv president C. Peter Magrath
und in 1984 by George Orwell. “As
teenager it sent a chill down my
spine,” he wrote, “It disturbed then
as it should continue to disturb us all
today now that the title year of this
classic has arrived.”

The collected short stories of Ring
Lardner represent classic Americana.
Television news anchor Dave Moore
(49 CLA, speech) made them his first
choice, describing the author as “the
finest storyteller in the English lan-
guage. His people embrace all social
strata, and Lardner can vary his lan-

:.—,—:—-

guage and style to accommodate
them.”
Biography showed up on many

lists, its fans usually mentioning more
than one. Former Minnesota governor
Elmer L. Andersen is an example
Changing our form from “3 Favorite
Books of All Time” to read “3 Favorite
Books that come quickly to mind —

there are many more,” he mentioned

Boswell's Life of Johnson — “such a
rich lode of literature, life, and human
wisdom” — and Benjamin Franklin's
autobiography — “Franklin is my fa-
vorite American — | enjoy reading
about him.”

President Magrath prefers bio-
graphies too, even choosing to read
about members of the same family.
His first-mentioned title is The Rise of
Theodore Roosevelt by Edmond Mor-
ris. “It is a superb biography of one of
America’s most lively and fascinating
political leaders; for me it was one of
those books one wishes wouldn't
end,” he wrote.

Next Magrath named Eleanor and
Franklin by Joseph P. Lash. “This, too,
is a superb biography, and for me its
heroine is Eleanor Roosevelt. She
comes through as one of our country’s
most remarkable leaders, a woman of
superb commitment who accom-
plished good things for people. It is
alsp a most instructive biography reve-
aling much about our political life in
the first part of this century.”

A biography about a fellow in a line
of work similar to his own impressed
attorney general Humphrey as the

best book he'd
Go East Young Man — The Court

read in the past year:

Years by former Supreme Court Jus-

tice William O. Douglas. He liked this
book for its “special insights into the
making of a great Justice and the pro-
cess of establishing national judicial
policy.”

A biography was also the favorite

recent read of Dave Moore: Russell
Baker's Growing Up. Moore wrote, “I
was growing up at the same time and
Baker rekindles for me the ambience
of the Depression-thirties. l admire his
talent for implying and innuendo
without explaining the joke.”

Biography, of course, is nonfiction,

a category our readers mentioned
about as often as biography. Professor
Sarles submitted some thought-pro-
voking selections: Machiavelli’s Dis-
courses “taught me a great deal about
political thinking and a very long over-
view of history,
Nietzsche’s The Will to Power “taught
me how to critically re-evaluate an en-
tire historical tradition.” Sarles’ choice
for best recent book is nonfiction too:

"

he wrote. Similarly,

The Annotated Work of Goethe; the

“beauty of Goethe's prose” made this
collection memorable to him.

Rob Levina

3 Favorite Books of All Time

*The Tale of Genji by Lady Murasaki.
“People talk about books that ‘changed
their lives," but this book — 10th century
Japanese novel — changed my e,\'esigh(,
The correspondences between seasonal
change and weather and the
psychology of the characters fascinated
me. When it rains, | always think of
Genji.”

*Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte.

“The favorite book of my girlhood, full
of mystery and genuine passion (all
those Victorian headaches!). It's a

Patricia Hampl, author and associate professor of
English

‘women’s book” in the old-fashioned
sense and a feminist book. It really
exposes feminine consciousness—and
it's a great read.”

*The Great Gatsby

by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

“Our most perfect lyrical novel, I think.
And a very political book, though
people don’t often think of it that way.”

Best Book Read in Last Year

*Blue Rise by Rebecca Hill.

“A narrative voice so alive and
intelligent, I just kept turning the
pages. One of the best, most powerful
(and detached) noveh [ know about an
angry woman.”
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The essays of physician-researcher
Lewis Thomas (a faculty member of
the University’s Medical School from
1950 to 1954), attracted the attention
of surgeon Najarian, who called The
Medusa and the Snail "“entertaining”
and The Youngest Science “provoca-
tive.”

And yes, The Word Processing Book
by Peter McWilliams showed up in
this group, too. Former governor An-
dersen said it was the best book he'd
read in the last year because it “started
me toward computer literacy so I can
keep up with my third-grade grand-
nephew.”

Two other book categories found
favor with our respondents: children'’s
stories and humor. President Magrath
picked Freaky Friday by Mary Rodgers
as his favorite from the last year. “It's
a delightful, stimulating book for chil-
dren —and ‘grown-up children’
labeled ‘adult.’” I enjoyed it because I
could read it to my daughter, Mo; it
was something we could share to-
gether.”

The Lewis Carroll classic, Alice’s

£ U K

Curtis L. Carlson, president and chief executive
officer, Carlson Companies Inc.
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Adventures in Wonderland, topped
actress Kelsey's list. “I loved it the first
time [ read it (age 8) and it continues
to delight me,” she wrote.

The writing of American humorist
James Thurber — “anything Thurber”
— was a hit with newscaster Moore's
whole family. “We raised our children
reading Thurber — it inspired their
lust for reading,” he reported.

My favorites? (I thought you'd
never ask.) The first books that come
to mind stand out because of the cir-
cumstances of their reading: The Wind
in the Willows, discovered during my
last semester of college, which pro-
vided a wonderful respite from those
final frantic months; The Winter of
Our Discontent, savored during an
overcast spring in Paris for its dis-
tinctly American sound; The Motorcy-
cle Betrayal Poems by Diane
Wakowski, read on a cross-country
trip with my sweetheart in a car with
no radio; a book that delighted us both
as a sort of romantic natural history.

But though these titles comforted in
their moments, my lasting favorites

3 Favorite Books of All Time

sLetters to the Earth by Mark Twain,
“This book was published after Mark
Twain’s death by his daughter and
contains his homespun philosophy,
presented in inimitable, satirical style
that made Mark Twain one of America’s
greatest writers.”

*Acres of Diamonds

by Russell Herman Conwell.

“This should be must reading for every
young entrepreneur. The point of the
book is that you do not need to go to
New York or California or Texas to be
successful. All you have to do is
recognize the need and create a way to
satisfy that need more fully. Like a new
frontier, the state of the art is constantly
opening new opportunities to fulfill an
old need.”

R

are these: Even Cowgirls Get 1
Blues, by Tom Robbins — a delicio
feast of language, an inventor’s fair
metaphor, a circus of ideas; Som
times a Great Notion by Ken Kesey
the brooding tension in the plot, ar
a sense of place so well described |
soggy from the endless Pacific Nort}
west dampness; and Woman Warric:
by Maxine Hong Kingston — revea
ing the rich imagery of ancien:
Chinese myths and evoking, even in
a contemporary reader, some of then
power. Of books read in the past year,
I remember best Dinner at the Home-
sick Restaurant by Anne Tyler. | espe-
cially admired how easily she wove
the characters’ internal mnnulo;,uu
into the narrative, and how accurately
she understood human motivations

Speaking of which, I wonder what
happened to Tacy and Tib when Betsy
married Joe? It seemed like a happy
ending when [ first read it, but would
| say the same now? | think I'll put
that one at the top of my list for this
summer. ..

L S0 N_|

*In Search of History

by Theodore S. White.

“The author’s thoughtful reflection on
the use of power throughout the world
by America and its consequences for
both good and evil. The personal
vignettes of many of the world's leaders
gives one an insight into the thinking
processes and how judgments are
formed according with the principles of
power politics.”

Best Book Read in Last Year

*Megatrends by John Naisbett,
“Naisbett gives an excellent
presentation of the changes our societ;
is facing as we shift from industrial
production to providing services anc
information.”


































A transatlantic volley of
phone calls netted the
University two of
Sweden’s best young
tennis players — and has
given Minnesota one of its
strongest teams in years.

By Mikki Morrissette

No Bjorn Borg posters adorn their
living room walls. Except for the wall
hianging of a woman standing near a
sports car and holding a tennis racket
th re are no tennis shots atall. Unless,
ol ourse, you count the 8-by-10 black-
ar f-white photo of Fredrik that hangs
o or the television set.

Fredrik Pahlett and Stefan Eriksson,
the Gopher tennis team’s “Swedish
Connection,” get a kick out of that
Glancing around the apartment,
acknowledging the absence of tennis
pros jumping off the walls, their eyes
fix on the lone shot of Fredrik, with his
MINNESOTA TENNIS t-shirt on,
returning a serve. And they laugh.

It wasn't as easy to laugh last year.
They were scared, lonely, and had
several bridges before them that at
times looked too difficult to cross.

Based on two phone calls — one from
Gopher men’s coach Jerry Noyce and
the other from fellow Swede and
Gopher alumnus Hakan Almstrom —
Pahlett accepted a scholarship at
Minnesota and left his Vaxjo, Sweden,
home to prepare for the pro tennis
circuit with American college play. At

Frednk Pahiett (left) and Stefan Erksson

the time Pahlett was ranked sixth
among Swedish junior players and had
earned a reputation as one of the four
top members of a team that included
18-year-old international star Mats
Wilander.

Not sure if he wanted to turn proyet,
Pahlett decided to give the United
States a try. After all, he thought, the
travel, education, and exposure
couldn’t hurt.

Eriksson, a native of the small town
of Enkoping, Sweden, was more
tentative about the move and had even
less contact with his future hosts.
Noyce had encouraged Pahlett to
contact another player with the same
offer; Eriksson was Pahlett’s choice.
The two were barely acquainted — their
hometowns are as distant as
Minneapolis and Madison, Wis. But
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The university exists
10 nd and to communicate

the truth.”

Robert Maynard Hutchins

The University's quest for knowledge is a long-standing tradition. Faculty and staff.
students and alums, have all worked to preserve and enhance this tradition securing a
place for excellence in years to come

The Minnesota Alumni Association believes that the strength of your future and that of
the University go hand-in-hand. Both require a commitment,to a better future and the
financial security on which to build it

Group Term Life Insurance. one of many benefits offered through the Alumni Associa
tion. provides flexible, affordable security for you and your family. It's the Kind of security
you can take with you, job to job. as you grow

Become a member of the Alumni Association and secure for yourself a piece of the mlnnism
University tradition
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The

Women’s Crew Team
Pulls Together

By Mikk

Photos by Rob Levine

i Morrissetrte

It's 7

University of Minnesota traffic hasn’t
crowded the Washington Avenue
bridee vet. The \F:uﬂu:}‘pl River is

a.m. and 42 degrees

calm, the sun is bright, and only an
occasional bird disturbs the quiet

I'hen the slow, rhythmical splashing
is heard. Splash-two-three-four
splash-two-three-four

An eight-person rowing shell slides
into view near the east river flats. In
seemingly effortless unison, members
of the Minnesota women’s crew team
gently drop their oars into the water
pull, lift, and start the stroke again
Their ;_;F'.]t_'t'ful_-_Zliﬁ‘-.\d!.' belies the effort
involved

T'he shell weighs about 200 pounds
the women in it more than another
1,000 pounds. Each stroke taken
against the water resistance with the
r.'{-.-:hb]:mm‘lj paris L'L]L]i\‘lll'lﬂ tO raising
a 70-pound weight to shoulder height
During a race the eight rowers repeat
this teat in complete unison every two
seconds for six to seven minutes. The
shell cuts the water at about 13 miles
per hour

I'hey’ve competed quite successfully,
these 24 team members, consistently
ranking among the nation’s top 10 :
teams. Coached by Ron Korpi, the team
has won three national titles, finished

GRIT
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BIG MUGS ON CAMPUS'

FEATURING ITEM #1..THE
MOST UNIQUE UNIVERSITY
MEMENTO EVER CREATED!
This stoneware character stein stands 9"
tall and holds ' liter (16 oz). It's a true
collectible, crafted in your team's colors
and uniform. You won't find anything
like it...anywhere!

MINNESOTA FOOTBALL & GRADUATE PROGRAM (PICTURED ABOVE)

|ORDER -
. Character Stein . .*49.80
2 8z oz, Wine Glasslset of 4) *15.60
3. 1 Itr. Maxl Mug ‘8.80

BUT THERE'S MORE!

We've taken this unique character stein
design, added a graduate program, and
featured both on a complete line of
glassware and ceramic mementos. The
football program comes inscribed with
both university name and team
nickname, and the graduates with
university name and any class year you

4. V2 Itr. Stoneware Mug *9.80
5. 13 oz. Mug '4.60
6. 10 oz, Ceramic Coffee Mug '4.90

indicate. ('68 or the choice is
yours). PLUS, well pcrsonahze any
football and graduate item you choose
with your full name.

HOW TO ORDER:

Just fill out, clip & mail the adjoining
order form. Show your school spirit
ORDER TODAY!

7. 13 oz. Rock Glass (set of 4) *14.80
8. Ceramic Ashtray *3.95

*MNote: The male & female graduate program is available on all pictured items

ORDER # |HOW MANY?

FOOTBALL OR GRADUATE

(Indicate male or female graduate)

CLASS YEAR
(graduate only)

PERSONALIZED Add '2.50 ea

Indicate name desired

PRICE

|

5 | have enclosed check Sub-Tota
?;‘t:l;er%cum:m Inc ormoneyorderfor* _____________ MName SYE R :
" . I o esidents
P.O. Box 384 Charge to my MASTERCARD VISA Addins ‘.\3; 2% tax
| Liverpool, NY 13088 4

_up yright 83 JH.C

“SHIP TO

cluil\. licensed

Signature

IShipping and
Handling

Exp. Date ity

State Zi

0.00 add *31.50

0.00 add *4.50

l (olleqlntr products

* Allow 4.6 weeks delivery * All orders money-back guaranteed

Total
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the truth.”

Robert Maynard Hutchins

The University's quest for knowledge is a long-standing tradition. Faculty and staff,
students and alums, have all worked to preserve and enhance this tradition securing a
place for excellence in years to come.

The Minnesota Alumni Association believes that the strength of your future and that of
the University go hand-in-hand. Both require a commitment to a better future and the
financial security on which to build it

Group Term Life Insurance, one of many benefits offered through the Alumni Associa
tion, provides flexible, affordable security for you and your family. It's the kind of security
you can take with you, job to job. as you grow

Become a member of the Alumni Association and secure for yourself a piece of the mlnusm
University tradition
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