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Early Years:
The 1950s & 60s

Foundations: Pre-1950
The Solution

The Problem

0

Large arrearage of
unprocessed maps at
LC G&M

Received after WWII
from military & other
agencies and other
federal libraries

750,000-1,000,000
maps; 17 full-time staff
“clearly overwhelmed”

Image Source: Library of Congress

o

Proposal by Arch
Gerlach, Chief of the
Division in 1950

Hire geography graduate
students as temporary
labor to do processing

First Special Project was
Summer 1951

Held annually until 1979
Continued into 2000s



https://blogs.loc.gov/maps/2015/11/digitizing-2-5-million-maps/
https://blogs.loc.gov/maps/2015/11/digitizing-2-5-million-maps/

The Beginning: 1951

K

Eight graduate students, paid by LC
Four co-op participants

0  Columbia University

0  University of Illinois

0  University of Wisconsin

0 American Geographical Society of New York

90 days: accessioning, indexing, filing

7004 duplicates stockpiled for — .-,
distribution

Image Source: Library of Congress

Cooperative Participants: Who, What, and Why?

*

Qualified librarians, faculty members, or students

Project members train/work with permanent LC G&M staff
0 Technical processing

0 Bibliographic and reference services
Participants gain valuable training, experience, and contacts

Maps, charts, and atlases selected from stock of available
duplicates

Sponsoring institutions pay:

O Participants’ expenses (salaries, transportation, housing)

Image Source: Library of Congress O Shipping costs for duplicate exchange materials



https://lccn.loc.gov/2004629028
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn08099_024/

Early Scope and Coverage

Average 12 participants per year

Mostly East Coast & Midwestern
institutions

About 16% from DC area
Washington & Southern California too

Mostly graduate students

0 Some librarians and faculty
LC-supported, cooperative, or
combination
Focus on processing, sorting, filing

Co-Op Participants’ Home Institutions, 1951-1965 (incomplete)

Middle Years:
1970-1983
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LC G&M Special Project Participants

Average: 10.8




Later Years and a Long Tail:
1985-2006

66

There will not be a L.C. Summer
Program at the Division this
summer...

There are not enough maps and
atlases for individuals to select. It
1s expected that the program will

resume in the summer of 1985.

Statement from Ralph Ehrenberg, GEM Chief
Reported in Base Line, “News’, Feb. 1984




Project Reach & Impact:

People, Institutions, Collections
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https://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0610/discover.html
https://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0610/discover.html
https://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0610/discover.html
https://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0610/discover.html
https://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0610/discover.html
https://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0610/discover.html
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Library of Congress - Geography and Map Division Tour
by Ed Redmond! #I/CC2017dc #Maps @librarycongress
@LOCMaps

12:20 PM - Jul 6, 2017 - Twitter for iPhone

Two Million Maps

e
s

Average items per participant
per year: 5702

> Typical “large” share ~ 20,000

> 69,540 (U. Maryland, 1988)

> 586 (Appalachian State, 1983)

> 18 globes in 1974, 6 to U. Illinois

P a.I'ti Cip ants had 4 hours p e r Image Surce: “Sumn'wr Map P‘roject Completed”, Library
. of Congress Information Bulletin, September 24, 1982.
week to select items



https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2014/07/13/12/51/library-of-congress-392398_960_720.jpg
https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2014/07/13/12/51/library-of-congress-392398_960_720.jpg
https://pixabay.com/photos/ceiling-painting-blanket-74051/
https://pixabay.com/photos/ceiling-painting-blanket-74051/
https://twitter.com/icc2017dc/status/883012812787908608
https://twitter.com/icc2017dc/status/883012812787908608
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Duplicate Maps, Charts, and Atlases Distributed (1951-1996)

B LC Statistics [ Estimate

125000

100000

75000

50000

Iltems Distributed

25000

Remainder

+;

- M W M~ @ " M W~ O ™ MW~ O v MW~ O - M W0
\ 0 W W W WO Y YW O © K~~~ I~~~ ®© © 0 © ©® DD D
553 [ = T~ B~ B~ B~ B~ S - S~ B S = = S S - S - T S S - S~ S - Y B~ B =}
3 - - - - - - Y= = - - = = - - - - - - Y= = - -
Year
& A /
.
Regine 2
Winaipeg
Vancouver
€
e Nore o
6 O Montana Dakota i
pai s
Minmesota 2 Bra
Portland Py Ottawa Montreal Maine
@ Tdab Sonth MM@P"”A Wiscomsin Lo
@ o sl ekt
1 Torogid) o @ G
yoming ilwaukee Grand [ Al
w e = @ilvavkee Tt s Bdffilo Albagy
® 8, DS Deyeoic @
S @4;. @chicag o mmh& Fevidence
Salghake - ] s 3
Gy UNITED o 0 PiredBbrgh ® ’é@
i Bibver - = 2Ry B o T
N s Utab TATESg o 3 g r\)
@ xgnias Ciey @ c & 4
sine e @A, -y @wﬂfx .
Fraitlico KentuD & Richmond
Filino I Norfolk
5 Oklahoma Nashville gaoxvite - @ Raleigh
® ST A @ Charloue
3 : it New Mexico f 3
o8 eles iz}
SallBicgo. Dillas Miisippi Alebemagy  Georgia
T@en =
ElBiso Texe | Geographic
Russin O, ® nesapih @ Joekionville Distribution of
o Helon Orleans e
Hemorllo Sxasce 2, Institutional
Hdfts Lamps Participation,
ol 1951-2006
Torrefn, Mosterrey Mimi
Culiacan
MExico A
o0 oomi s
San Luis
Yotort

18




e

s

\
=
Missauri S Pouit

°
M‘- Mexico

Austin
. Hemosillo S sy
Chihuahua

b}
MExico FoweReoETe

{ S USGS | ot HERE Garmin, 20, oA usGs. 7 (L]
San Luis - >

Portland ™=

= ‘.Nlu Tork |
Al

e ISTATES
Colorads ! - AR e
Sacamento N | 7 v Kuicer Mizrours St Lovis
sy e S
T ! \




We welcome additional
information about the LC
Summer Project. Please
contact us if you have:

> photos
> reports to home institution
> records of maps selected

Project participants, please
contact us if you are willing
to be interviewed.

Contact Us!

We welcome your feedback and contributions.

We will publish the results of our research in the Journal of Map & Geography
Libraries, in the first part of 2021.

Laura Kane McElfresh Paige Andrew Linda Musser
University of Minnesota  Penn State University Penn State University

mcelf008@umn.edu pga2@psu.edu Irm4@psu.edu
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