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Dark- haired Tom Jordan is a 6J:~-~Jn• 21- Y:.·ar- old wi~h a crew cut., 

a l aneuid manner, a fondness for ~ s diQg, swimming, psychology, -- L 
Shostakovich, Katchaturian, Ibsen :ind Sha.it, and a curiosity not so much 

A lr 
about the hmr as th" uhy of everythinc that excites his active mmd. 

He a l so is pres ident of UMD •s senior class , chairman of the studc,nt 

cow-:::ission •s academic affairs cornmitteo, n studont asoistant in the 

physics and matnematics depart ments , a desie;nate of the 1958 111-n1o•s Who 

in American Colleges and Universities , " o.nd a member of the Engineers club. 

His l mre of s kiing bas taken him t .> many an area skiing resort dur ing 

his high school and c all ege years o This spring he went with friends to 

Aspen t o t op off their 19.58 skiing. 

For eight yoars an avid archery fan , he and a friend, Paul Schmidt, 

have a ,joint hobby in boi,1 and .'1r ra.r making . '!hey work i n an invi t ing 

shop just off Tom' s second- floor room in his parents • home at 2232 Rosl yn 

avenue . Currently, they are more interest ,ct in tinkering Ol1t hi- fi sets . 

And his honor point uverago durint; four years at Ul1.D is something 

like 2.9, or a gnat ' s oy~lash ohy of straight Ao 

That this average stands up against the most exacting academic yardsticks 
' 

in t ue nation is indica t ed by a r ash of offers and OP!)Ortun i ties coming 1.is WfiYo 

He has been offered, on the basis of the ultra-stiff. Ilational Sc ienoe 

Foundation examinations given only to tOI;>- ranking students , the first IISF 

fellowship ever awanied to a UMD student. He ranked in the 95th perc en tile in 

matLematics and only slightly lower in two other categories, thus outshone 

thn,..1.sao<ls of mt.?r ic i:i • s finest students. 
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Ile has been offered tho coveted Hoodrow Wilsonf;::';::;! a 

prestige opportunity ava i Lable only to carefully sel ected tor ranking 

s :.udonts ?lani ,.i..ng to tench in college or university. 

And at last count·· he had offers for as sistnntohips from nine 

loadine imcricon universities , e ach r e;)rosonti ng botuccn $2,000 and 
, . 

$2.,.500 in compcmsntion s tuit,i.on and otl1or bonofits. ~ 

Tne 01.,hor cby ho dee Lded 1z> tiocept a f ulJ. ... time & ' laz..;.~Zrom 

t ho Univero it:- of ~oches tor. Tho dcci8:.. Jn otcnnrilcd la ~gely from a 

urm campus vi.Git in January by :>roi'essar P.. . E. Harsllnk., hoad of the U of R 

physics dopartmont. 

ct distincuiahed nuclear physicist l1imaolf , Marshak uas a deputy 

gro.!p leader at. the Los Alamos laboratories and helpod conduct 

radi.ati m research i.i t Ho.. oachusetts Innti 1..ute of Taci.nol o 'Yd ri ng Horld Har II. 

Tom is attra.otod t o i!.o:::hest or by ito exten ~ivo phyr::.c!l de n_ tment 

numbering 26 teac:hor-ro~earchors, its cxcaL .. ent facilities and its 

nuclenr r esearch ~rogrnro that ncludos a f amod annual conferallJe att rncting 

the 1:01·ld's loading phyf'icists ~1',<l!Jl~~ ~~ 
. I 

:roro !jpccificnlly• Tom it1 ::..nt.c:rcotcd in the "particle phyeics" 

pr or;r run c o rtluctod at nocliest or. 7ho Eastern ac.1001 was first, for i nstro ce, 

to f i nd multi.ply chm·gecl nuclei i n cosm~c "sta r ot: a101·s .u 

tr!fo one r aol _y .ma.m t i:c ordor of atomic ::,articles, 11 o.x:')ln ·.ns Tom as 

he ir:irms up to the subject of neutr~ns, protons, clcct:.·ons, rneaons, 

pi -mesons a n<l other ntom c 0111ponen t s• 

"New particl es are bei ug f ound uvcry so oft en. re '. :nar that some 

Particles tlooay to form other par t icles . I t seems a\Jo ... t ,:,he most ox.citill; 

t u:.ne i n phys ics today.n 

F ')• i.r yo-1 Y"O ago, ToM w J..llf bnvo labeled as pure i diocy any nun est ion 

ti1at ator.1ic :>articles wo ~ld one day bc-cl.:on him on to n .:'ifth yc:J.J.~ of co- lege 

study. 
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t . 
or back in 1954 as he neared craduation fr om Dul!ith East, he thought 

vaguely that he ' d had ab01t enough of school and mi ght look for a job smewhere. 

Sev0nth hi~hest in his cl 1.ss , be <licti •t relish more study the next fall . 

As f or UliD , he bad no partic •.:..ar ror:ard "except that I rot the feeliq; 

it uas a r;ood plac e to go if ono couldn ' t go to a more expensive school." 

But he talked himself into trying engineering and , with a 

119.rshnll H. and Hel l i e Al worth schol arshi p in his pocket but still 

n">t ::iure what he wonted t o do., stA.rted A.t UIID .-

"I chose engLmoring boc1.t1so it ~'llld a lot of math, and at East I had 

fou nd math one of my bott,cr n 1bjcctso Dut I still di.dn •t know uhat I Fas 

looking for until I took a froshrnnn phynic o cottrsc, required in cnginooring . " 
physics · 

He and his/teachers gave free r ein to come of :1ic pot interests. 

"They uoul d civc me the uhole r un of the la.lioratcry some s:ftornoons and 

spend hours with mo t hemselves . I couldn' t help but bee ane interestedo 

I guess t hat l Gd to an addiction t o t lic smaller campus uhere you get to know 

everybody •11 

Arnone his projects was an elahcrate experiment to determine velocity 

and kill ing pouer of var ious 'tl'eights of arrows o He put hi"' findm gs into 

an article for tho national magazine 11Archnry ,n that. 11 s ot t l ed the 

problem once and f or all in pure physics, at l east." 

Dllt the article just sporked a nm ro ind of controversy a..rr.ong archery 

fans. "I proved mechanic::1lly and mathematically th.1t tho heavier arrow has 

greater killing c norcry , but a l i ghter arrou cai be shot at higher veloci -cy with 

lower trajectory nnd more accuracy." 

Al thou~h he mu:; diocovcrinc that cradco o:)oncd doors, ho didn •t l e t grades 

becomo an obsession . "An A io fine ., but I'm not going to be heartbroken if 

I get a B." -S,c, -im: h4:e eul3 D hrr...,~cn ; o a ~c qurs~ ... ~=::::?-----..----------
He a l so has discover ed a happy cyclG. " You learn and cmjoy mos t when 

you devote ener r·y and interest to a subjecto ,11th the ki1d of help I have had, 

you just uant t o dig in o" 
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• While tho Dul 1th car.ipuo cnviron~ent has boon. idoul f. T ' i.~ .'.l.Od Lis special 

i11teres.,s , Tom believes it offcr3 11 thc s1"1e opportunities to any persc,n 

to uork o:.1t 1is oun sot of i deal cirP-u.mstancee ." 

In f.'o r year::: , Tom ho:,os to mvc recoivod the Fh. D. degree o 'lhon 

ho 1-,l"lns t o .. o"'k in industry or in r-ov0.rn ... on t rese1.rch for "'lore experience . 

Bventunlly, he uo,i ld li!co t o t on.ch and do research at a universiiy . 

Al though a.fr·-..id he micht bo accuoocl of . ontific.:iti.nc ., To:, •lllJkes 

cluc!~ine r.;::)Lrni n ovc:· a ?O.? 1.l"'r Al,, r ican n·)ti n tliat the naLoc can 

pay its nay t o better stu I nts u:; uoll as bettor sc,,ools . 

"We uoed a chanre of ,"ttitur'!c ll x·o t'1an 1 c::anco in our odur:ation 

budget.,1' ho sugr,osts . 11 1.l<-iny hJ.ch r.chool atuc.lents uo11 ' t mnko a naximufJ 

effort in the cb sroom for fcrr of l'idic1.1lc from the anti- int lie tuals, and 

I t'.1ink they are many. 

"W" inn•t m"!:o rnuch nror:ress in revcrs:.,g the trend until ue .. onor t e 

r od :; :., udc nt as HO Lon or tb e good football pl ayer o'' he a.~rers. 

"Itt a 11 ::>t that we don ' t have peopl e uho can do tho worko It ' s just 

th:'l.t , for one of E! number of ~oc ial :md ncadmric reasons, many of them fail 

to ect intcrc,tod. 

Altho:gh fiut;~ in h'-is nc1v1.ncod a:-,cctac"larly i n ce rtain fields , her 

tot;.l ac' ontific and tcc!.nico.l 'ror.rrun is still be!1ind Am rica •s, he b:'lieves . 

"One th.:.ncr is mire , " c1y::, tl.c la1d.:y ox::i.mple of the uoll- rounded 

student ., 11 if tho nussL-u1s c ould builcl ucnrn rw Afl uoll .:is t:.1cr.r create 

fine music., ue ' d r eally be in a fLx. 11 

1\nc-l ui th thatthe Ul1D •)hycics m:ijor ,,ith the nearly strn.icht A 

average l aunches i to oorncti1lnc at nt tll :: life, vitality and beauty of 

Li s f,vorito Shost nkov~.ch~c1 tnc Khachaturian piano c:>ncerto . 
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