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Introduction 
 
This report is a study of community space and youth programming in the Cedar-Riverside 
neighborhood and includes an analysis of space needs and availability. The following sections 
are included: Background, Methodology, Findings, Discussion and Conclusions, and 
Recommendations. This study was completed under the Cedar Humphrey Action for 
Neighborhood Collaborative Engagement (CHANCE) as part of a course designed to fulfill the 
professional capstone requirement for Master of Public Policy students at the Humphrey Institute 
of Public Affairs. The students in this course were interested in participating in community-based 
research that would engage with members of the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood in order to 
contribute to and support the well-being of the community. 
 
The topic of this study came out of a full semester of community engagement activities that 
included a process of listening to neighborhood leaders, observing community meetings, reading 
about the neighborhood, and meeting with professionals engaged in the neighborhood. From this 
process, students in the CHANCE course identified topics that seemed to be of concern to the 
residents and community organizations in the neighborhood. The students presented these topics 
to neighborhood leaders in a community forum whereby the leaders identified the project areas 
that would be most useful to the community. One of these areas was youth programming. 
 
Following the community forum, Jennifer Blevins from the Brian Coyle Center and Hani 
Mohamed and Abdirizak Mohboub from the Cedar-Riverside Neighborhood Revitalization 
Program (CRNRP) partnered with our team of three students from the CHANCE course. 
Together, we worked to develop this study on the topic of community space and youth 
programming. (See Appendix A for the Memorandum of Agreement). Throughout the two 
semesters of study, we also received guidance and advice from the instructors for this course, 
Greg Lindsey, Associate Dean and Professor, and Merrie Benasutti, CHANCE coordinator.  
 
In addition to concerns raised by community members, several previous studies on youth 
programming and on community space pointed us toward this project. These studies, by the 
Minnesota Design Center (2009), Fairview Health Services (2008), and previous CHANCE 
students (Kasper, Fleck, & Gardner, 2009), were consulted and provided guidance in the process 
of developing this study. Although this study builds on information from these past projects, it is 
primarily based on a collection of original data and aims to provide a more comprehensive 
understanding of space for youth programs in the neighborhood.  
 
Overall, the goals we attempted to achieve for this project include: 

• Collect information on youth programming and produce an online resource guide 
• Assess current space usage for youth programming in the neighborhood 
• Examine potential space for youth programming in the neighborhood 
• Analyze data and create suggestions for steps moving forward to address youth programs 

and community space concerns 
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Background  
 
According to Census data, Cedar-Riverside had a population of 7,545 in 2000. Of this number, 
31%, or 2,366, were youth ages 0-19 (City of Minneapolis, 2001). Approximately 55% of the 
households had children under 18 years old (City of Minneapolis, 2010b). Table 1 illustrates the 
breakdown by age: 562 children were under five years old; 297 children were five to nine years 
old; 274 youth were ten to fourteen years old; and 1,233 youth were fifteen to nineteen years old 
(City of Minneapolis, 2001). In initial meetings with community members in preparation for this 
study, many commented on the number of youth in the neighborhood and expressed concerns 
regarding the capacity of current programming to provide opportunities for the large number of 
youth in the area. Additionally, community members expressed concern that Census data under-
represent the number of youth and total population size of the neighborhood. However, these 
data help to provide an understanding of the 
current situation. From 1980 to 2000, while 
the number of adults increased by 6% and 
the number of seniors decreased by 36%, the 
number of youth living in the neighborhood 
increased by 18% (City of Minneapolis, 
2010a). With the growing number of youth 
in the area, community members expressed 
concern about providing sufficient services 
and programming to meet community need.  

Table 1: Number of Youth in Cedar-
Riverside 

Age Group Population in 2000 
Under 5 years 562 
5 to 9 years 297 
10 to 14 years 274 
15 to 19 years 1,233 
Total 2,366 
Source: City of Minneapolis (2001) 

 
In recent years, several studies in the community have aimed to investigate youth needs and 
neighborhood capacity in order to better understand the current situation.  
 
In 2008, Fairview Health Services in collaboration with the Cedar Riverside Neighborhood 
Revitalization Program (CRNRP) completed focus group interviews of youth. These 
conversations with youth revealed that after-school tutoring, mentoring, counseling, sports and 
recreational activities, and field trips are priorities for youth in regard to programming. The 
youth also identified the need for programs that focus on increasing communication between 
youth and their parents and for programs that offer physical activities for girls. In addition to 
programming, youth in the focus groups commented on community space. In these discussions, 
it was revealed that a prevalent concern for the youth in neighborhood is the lack of adequate 
space for existing programs, particularly space for sports and recreational activities such as a 
soccer field, a bigger basketball court, additional gyms, and space for girls-only sports activities. 
The youth also cited limited space for educational purposes such as after school tutoring, 
studying, and computer labs as a significant concern (Fairview Health Services, 2008). 
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In December 2008, a study regarding community space was conducted by the Metropolitan 
Design Center. This study included two surveys: one distributed to individuals who reside in or 
visit the neighborhood and another distributed to representatives of neighborhood organizations. 
These surveys aimed to capture views on community space within the neighborhood. Of 
particular note, in the survey targeting individuals, respondents were asked if they would like to 
see community space expanded for any specific purposes and 69% responded yes. Respondents 
were then asked to elaborate and MDC’s summary of the survey notes that the most common 
reason for the desired expansion involved youth space and programming. In the survey targeting 
organizations, while the definition of community space varied across organizations, 17 out of 25, 
or 68%, self-identified as providers of community space. In this survey, organizations were 
asked if they are satisfied with their space. Over half replied that they are only “somewhat 
satisfied” and indicated that more space would improve their satisfaction (Metropolitan Design 
Center [MDC], 2009).  
 
Finally, in 2009, a study was completed by students in the CHANCE course on the topic of 
programming for Somali young adults ages 18-24. Through interviews with stakeholders in the 
neighborhood, this study noted that challenges in the neighborhood include limited resources in 
regard to funding for existing programs and space for activities. This study concludes that 
increased collaboration among organizations is needed to increase neighborhood capacity and 
recommends several options for additional programming to better support young adults (Kasper, 
Fleck, & Gardner, 2009).  
 
Through these studies and our initial conversations with neighborhood leaders, we were aware of 
the desire for additional programming in the neighborhood, concern regarding space limitations, 
and hope for increased collaboration. Therefore, though our study, we hoped to add to the 
understanding of the situation in the neighborhood regarding youth programs and space by 1) 
creating an inventory of existing youth programs in the neighborhood, 2) identifying potential 
space for expansion, and 3) creating a neighborhood resource guide outlining information 
gathered through this study. 
 
Methodology 
 
Since this project was set in the Cedar-Riverside community, we closely followed the principles 
of Community-Based Research (CBR) to develop the methodology for our project. As the 
principles of CBR dictate that community members be involved in the project from early stages, 
we held regular meetings with our community partners to develop the direction and process that 
we would follow to conduct our research (Strand, Marullo, Cutforth, Stoecker, & Donohue, 
2003). 
 
From these meetings, we developed a two-fold research plan. In particular, we wanted to conduct 
research that would not only benefit the community, but that would create a usable product. 
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Since a comprehensive list of community programs and space did not yet exist and since there 
was interest in the community to create one, it was our goal to develop an online resource guide 
that would compile the information we gathered through our research and make it available in a 
single location. We determined that a wiki-style website would be the best option to develop this 
online resource guide for several reasons. First, community members can access this site freely 
without payment, registration, or passwords. Second, a wiki can be easily edited by any of the 
organizations at anytime to make the information as relevant as possible. Third, ownership 
would not have to reside with us as the creators, but could remain within the community.   
 
The research that we conducted for this study centered on finding ways for youth programs and 
providers of community space to collaborate to encourage the expansion of programs to serve 
more youth in the neighborhood. To do this, we analyzed past research in the community and 
created two surveys that would fill in the gaps of this previous research. 
 
Of the two surveys we created, one was directed at youth programs and the other addressed 
community space. The youth program survey was sent to neighborhood-based providers of youth 
programs serving primarily Cedar-Riverside youth ages 5 to 21. This survey designated the 
individual program as the unit of analysis. It aimed to gather information that would be needed 
for a resource guide such as the program description, information on program capacity such as 
the number of youth participants, and information on program space such as square footage. 
(Refer to Appendix B for a copy of the survey). The community space survey was sent to 
organizations or businesses in the area that were thought to have open or available space. The 
organization was the unit of analysis for this survey, and it aimed to gather information on 
current usage and potential usage of space. (See Appendix C for a copy of the survey).  
 
Both of these surveys were designed using Google Forms and were reviewed by community 
partners (Jennifer Blevins, Director of Brian Coyle Center, and Pastor Jane Buckley-Farlee, 
Senior Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Congregation) prior to distribution. A list of representatives 
from organizations providing youth program and organizations with space was created through 
online research and discussions with community members, partners, and course instructors. An 
invitation to complete the surveys was sent by email to these individuals. Eleven organizations 
were identified to receive the youth program survey and ten of the eleven, or 90%, completed it. 
Although the remaining organization was contacted by phone, a survey was not completed. For 
this organization’s youth programs, only limited information which was provided by a 
community partner is known. For the community space survey, 20 organizations were contacted 
regarding the survey and nine responses were received. For both surveys, after respondents 
submitted the online survey form, responses were entered directly into a Google Spreadsheet. 
 
In addition to contact via email, in-person contact was made with a number of organizations. For 
some organizations, particularly those with space, this in-person contact was intended to 
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encourage survey participation for those who had received the emailed survey, but had not yet 
replied. It was also intended to collect contact information from additional organizations. For 
some youth program providers, this in-person contact helped to clarify survey responses.  
 
For the analysis of this data, we were guided by the Minnesota Facilities Model, a space 
optimization model developed by the University of Minnesota in 1982 for determining the 
adequacy of existing space (University of Minnesota, 2001). We have adapted it for our needs. 
Following this model, we aimed to examine the inventory of programs and the inventory of 
community spaces in order to estimate the space needs of the community. Therefore, for the 
analysis, we focused on three questions:  
 

• What programs currently take place in the neighborhood? 
• What space is currently used?  
• Is there space for expansion of programs?  

 
Our research has several limitations. Anytime research is attempted in a social setting, there is 
some level of difficulty in quantifying human behavior. Because of the current lack of 
organization or systematic structure to space usage in the neighborhood, there has to be some 
level of interpretation on our part to fit a diverse array of spaces within the neighborhood into a 
classification system for analysis. The respondents sometimes misunderstood the surveys 
themselves.  In these cases, we have attempted to follow-up with respondents and interpret their 
results to fit their original intent. Furthermore, because of the current pattern of space usage in 
the neighborhood, it is not possible to use a formal quantitative model of space optimization. 
Therefore, we have had to take a more qualitative approach in analyzing the data. 
 
Findings 
 
Youth Programs 
 
To better understand the scope of youth programming provided in the Cedar-Riverside 
neighborhood, information regarding the name of programs offered, the type of opportunities 
they provide, the timing of programs, the number of participants, program eligibility, and the 
number of staff and volunteer hours for youth programming was collected. This information is 
outlined below. 
 
Number of Programs 
 
Through the youth program surveys, it was found that 38 programs are offered by eleven 
organizations in the neighborhood. A list of these programs and organizations is provided in 
Table 2. Although three organizations provide many of the programs offered in the 
neighborhood, eight additional organizations offer at least one or two programs for youth.  
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Table 2: List of Youth Programs in Cedar-Riverside 
 Program Name Organization's Name 
1 C.R.A.Z.Y Bedlam Theatre 
2 Cedar Riverside Community School Cedar Riverside Community School 
3 Academic Support Confederation of Somali Community MN 
4 Somali Girls' Initiative Confederation of Somali Community MN 
5 Soccer/Leadership Confederation of Somali Community MN 
6 Young Achievers Confederation of Somali Community MN 
7 Juvenile Court Diversion Confederation of Somali Community MN 
8 Summer Day Camp Confederation of Somali Community MN 
9 Weekly Halaqa Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
10 Bi-Monthly Event Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
11 Dar Al-Hijrah Times Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
12 Leadership Program Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
13 Recreational Programs Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
14 Summer Programs Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
15 Interfaith Services Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
16 Salahudin School Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center 
17 Youth News Initiative KFAI, Fresh Air Radio 
18 Mixed Blood Theatre's Touring Program Mixed Blood Theatre 
19 Academic Support Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
20 School Release Days Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
21 Kids College Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
22 Teen College Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
23 Action Crew Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
24 FANS Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
25 Recreational Activities Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
26 Summer Program: Coyle Cool Camp Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
27 Cedar Riverside Youth Council Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
28 Girls Open Gym Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
29 Summer Youth Employment Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
30 Community Mural Project Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
31 Basketball and Soccer Leagues Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle Center 
32 Youth Islamic Studies Group Riverside Plaza Tenant's Association 
33 Homework Help Riverside Plaza Tenants’ Association 
34 Youth Education GED Classes Somali American Education Program (SAEP) 

35 
Youth Outreach on Peace Education, 
Conflict Resolution Somali American Education Program (SAEP) 

36 Creation Trinity Lutheran Congregation 
37 Safe Place: Homework Help Trinity Lutheran Congregation 
38 West Bank School of Music West Bank School of Music 
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Type of Program Opportunity 
 
In the youth program survey, respondents were asked to categorize the type of opportunities each 
program provides for youth. Table 3 represents the various opportunities identified. For 
organizations that indicated the type of opportunity available, the organization’s designation was 
used. In cases in which this designation was not clearly provided, the organization’s program 
description was used to categorize the opportunity type. This was possible for 37 of the 38 
programs. Since programs are listed under each type of opportunity as appropriate, the number of 
programs displayed in the graph blow appears greater than the total number of programs in the 
neighborhood. In this study, study/homework help refers to programs that generally provide 
assistance with schoolwork, and education/learning programs offer the opportunity to learn about 
a new topic or skill. While youth programs in general could be said to promote youth 
development, the programs categorized under youth development in this case tend to be those 
that specifically include an aspect of youth development in the program description such as Dar 
Al Hijrah’s Youth Leadership Council which aims to “develop young leaders who can lead the 
society for better” (Dar Al-Hijrah survey response). From this graph, it is apparent that nearly 
half of the programs offer youth development opportunities and nearly half offer educational 
opportunities. Other types of opportunities (study/homework help, recreational, theater/art/music, 
summer, and faith-based) are offered to a lesser extent.  
 
Table 3: Type of Program Opportunities Available to Youth in Cedar-Riverside 
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Program Enrollment 
 
In the youth program survey, organizations were asked to respond with the average number of 
youth that participate each time the program meets. Although some organizations indicated that 
the number enrolled in a program may exceed the average number of participants that attend 
each meeting (such as the Brian Coyle Center which noted that 75-80 youth attend, but that 250 
youth are enrolled in after-school programs), the average number of attendees was used for this 
analysis. Further, while some organizations provided a range in the number of participants that 
attend each meeting (for example 10-15 youth), the greater number was selected for this analysis 
in order to consider the amount of space that would be needed if all should attend. With 34 out of 
38 organizations providing a response regarding the average number of youth that participate 
each time the program meets, it appears as illustrated in Table 4 that youth programs range in 
size from seven youth to two hundred youth participants per meeting. While some organizations 
such as the Brian Coyle Center and Dar Al-Hijrah offer programs that are open to the community 
and attract a large number of participants, other programs are targeted and provide activities or 
support to a smaller number of youth. Overall, the mean program size is 53 participants and the 
median is 40 participants. The total number of program participants equals 1,799. 
 
Table 4: Number of Youth Participants 
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Eligibility 
 
As can be seen in Table 5, the twenty-seven youth programs in the neighborhood that provided 
information on eligibility provide programming across a range of ages. While some are open to 
all students, some target teens/young adults and some target younger youth. It appears that only 
one program is geared specifically toward middle school age youth. For this analysis, the data 
from those organizations that provided a range of eligibility based on grade level was converted 
to age to create a basis for comparison with kindergarten representing 5 years old and 12th grade 
representing 18 years old. “Young adult” is designated as up to 21 years old. 
 
Table 5: Eligibility 
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Program Schedule 
 
In regard to program schedules, programs vary throughout the week. While some such as those 
offered by Dar Al-Hijrah take place mainly on the weekends, others such as those offered by the 
Brian Coyle Center take place mainly on weekday afternoons. Based on the twenty programs for 
which details of the day and time are known, there are approximately 260 hours of programming 
per week, or an average of 15 hours per week per program, during the school year. For summer 
programs, a specific time was not provided for many programs that take place primarily during 
the summer. However, summer hours of those that take place primarily during the school year 
were provided by several programs. These hours account for approximately 160 hours of 
programming each week, or an average of about 30 hours per week per program. (See Appendix 
D for a chart of hours per week and Appendix E for a schedule of youth programs.) 
 
Staff 
 
In youth program surveys, organizations were asked to provide information on the number of 
full-time equivalent (FTE) staff and the number of volunteer hours their organization has 
dedicated to youth programs. In the surveys, some organizations indicated that they also have 
work study positions and paid tutors. Organizations range from zero to 200 staff hours per week, 
with an outlier of 800 staff hours per week at the Community School. The average among 
organizations is 70 hours per week of staff time, or 1.75 FTE staff, dedicated to youth 
programming. For volunteer hours, organizations ranged from zero to 150 volunteer hours per 
week. On average, organizations receive nearly 40 volunteer hours for youth programming per 
week. (In addition, Brian Coyle has 20 work study staff during the school year, six student staff 
during the summer, and Trinity has eight paid tutors. Refer to Appendix F for details.) 
 
 

Table 6: Youth Program Conclusions 

• 38 programs are offered by 11 organizations (a majority is offered by three organizations). 
• Youth development and educational programs are the most common program opportunities. 
• Youth programs range in size from 7 participants to 200 participants across all age groups. 
• The mean program size is 53 participants and the median is 40 participants. 
• There are approximately 260 hours of programming per week or an average of 15 hours per 

week per program during the school year. 
• Organizations range from 0 to 200 staff hours per week, averaging 70 hours per week or 

1.75 FTE staff, dedicated to youth programming. 
• Organizations on average receive nearly 40 volunteer hours (and other assistance) per week 

for youth programming. 
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Community Space 
 
In regard to community space, our first aim was to understand the type of space currently being 
used, particularly for youth programs. From the previous Metropolitan Design Center (2009) 
study, it was known that twelve organizations based in the neighborhood self-identified as 
providers of community space. With information compiled from our surveys, we found eight of 
the twelve organizations offer community space that is regularly utilized for youth programming. 
This space includes multipurpose rooms, theater space, recreational space, and a computer room.  
 
Through the surveys in this study, three additional organizations that had not been identified as 
providers of community space in the MDC survey were identified as organizations that utilize or 
offer their space for youth programming. These include KFAI Radio, East African Women’s 
Center (part of Confederation of Somali Community MN), and Dar Al-Hijrah. All of these 
organizations offer multipurpose space for youth programs to operate. Additionally, although 
information on the Brian Coyle Center was not available in the materials provided by the MDC 
study, this organization also offers youth programs and provides multipurpose space, recreational 
space, and a computer room. In total, twelve organizations are providers of community space for 
youth programming.  
 
Among the organizations with space regularly used for youth programming, multipurpose rooms 
are the most common with ten organizations providing several rooms of this type, followed by 
five theater spaces, two organizations offering recreational space, and two computer rooms. 
Adding in the two organizations that offer community space but that are not currently used to 
regularly provide youth programs, the number of organizations in the community offering 
multipurpose space is twelve and the number of organizations offering recreational space is four. 
(See Appendix G).   
 
In both the youth program survey and the community space survey, respondents were asked to 
provide the square footage of program space or of available community space. If the square 
footage was unknown, respondents were asked to estimate the number of youth that could 
comfortably study in the space. Where possible, responses for those organizations that responded 
with square footage were converted to capacity for comparison purposes. This was done by 
assuming 22 square feet per person as determined by the University of Minnesota’s Office of 
Classroom Management in regard to the dimensional requirements for classrooms with movable 
tables and chairs (University of Minnesota, 2010). Table 7 highlights the responses provided 
regarding the size of program space and community space. It also lists the days and times that 
programs are known to take place in the space. A chart in Appendix H compiles information on 
program day, time, and number of participants and arranges the information according to 
program site with capacity information included. 
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Table 7: Program Space Type, Size, & Availability 

 Organization Name Type of Space Capacity Current Use 

1 African 
Development Center Multipurpose 35 9am-12pm M-Th 

3-6pm (day unknown) 
Recreational Space 30  
Theater 40 3:00-7:30 F 2 Bedlam Theatre 
Theater 150  

Classrooms 14,000 sq ft total 7:30-3:00 M-F &  
After school  3 

Cedar Riverside 
Community School 

Computer Room 12 computer 
stations 7:30-3:00 M-F 

4 Dar Al-Hijrah Multipurpose 600 Mostly Fri, Sat, Sun 
(Summer M-Th) 

5 East African 
Women's Center Multipurpose 40 3-6pm Wed & Sun 

6 KFAI Multipurpose 8 10-1pm M, T, W 
Rehearsal room 
(technically 
multipurpose) 

40  7 Mixed Blood 
Theatre 

Theater 200 Varies 

Multipurpose 30 
3:30-6:30, M-Th 
4-7pm F & ? 
(Summer: 10-3 M-W) 8 People's Center 

Theater Unknown  

Recreational Space 2:30-7:30pm M-F 
11:30-5:00 Sat 

Multipurpose 2:30-7:30 pm M-F 
11:30-5:00 Sat 9 Pillsbury United 

Communities: BCC 
Computer 

14,000 usable sq. ft.

2:30-7:30 pm M-F 
11:30-5:00 Sat 

10 Riverside Plaza 
Tenants' Association Multipurpose 50 Fri evenings & Sat 

M, W, F? 

11 Trinity Multipurpose 25 3-5:30 M-F 
Summer TBA M-Th 

12 West Bank School 
of Music Multipurpose Varies 

2:00-9:00 M-F 
9:00-2:00 Sat 
12:00-4:00 Sun 
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Our second aim through the community space survey was to identify space that is not in use for 
youth programs or that is underused. In previous studies, it was noted that many community 
members and organizations desire increased space to expand activities and programming. To this 
end, it was our goal to better understand if space with potential use exists in the neighborhood. 
Positive responses to the community space survey are outlined in Table 8. 
 
Table 8: Organizations with Space 
Organization Name Type of Space Capacity Availability 
African Development 
Center Multipurpose 35 people Not Specified 

Augsburg College Multipurpose 
(various rooms) Varies 

Rooms are used for classes but 
sometimes may be available for use 
by the community. This space has to 
be arranged through sponsorship of 
an Augsburg department and cleared 
by Event Service Department.  Costs 
may be involved. 

Recreational 
Space 30 people Mornings are often good; evenings 

are often very busy (but not always). 
Theater 150 people Often mornings or early afternoon. Bedlam Theatre 

Theater 40 people Availability varies. 

Multipurpose 
14,000 
square feet 
total 

This space could be available 
evenings and weekends.  Would need 
an OK from Sherman and Associates 
and use would need to cause minimal 
disruption of classrooms. Cedar-Riverside 

Community School 

Computer 
Room 12 stations 

We are open to teaching computer 
classes to community groups and 
making lab available for 
programming, if appropriately 
staffed. 

Rehearsal room 
(technically 
multipurpose) 

40 people 

Although the room is useful in other 
contexts, it is preferred that the space 
be used for artistic/performance 
pursuits (in line with MBT’s 
mission). 

Mixed Blood Theatre 

Theater 200 people 4-6 months in advance is often 
required for an inquiry. 

Multipurpose 
Computer 
Room 

Pillsbury United 
Communities: Brian 
Coyle Center Recreational 

Space 

14,000 
usable 
square feet 

It depends on the specific request. 
Sundays are often reserved for girls 
only recreation. 

Riverside Plaza 
Tenants' Association Multipurpose 50 people Occasionally on weekends, as 

schedules permit. 
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From this chart, we can see seven organizations offer at least thirteen different spaces for 
potential use by community groups. As with space currently used, this potential use space 
includes multipurpose rooms, recreational space, theater space, and computer rooms. When the 
list of organizations currently used for youth programs is compared to the list of organizations 
that offer space for potential use, it is revealed that six organizations that could offer space for 
additional programming already provide space for youth programs to some extent. Only one 
space that is not regularly used could perhaps provide some space for expanded programming. 
However, although some organizations indicated the potential to offer space for youth programs, 
this space may be limited by various restrictions. 
 
Finally, due to a request by a community partner, respondents were asked a question in both the 
youth program and community space surveys regarding accessibility to the program space. 
Specifically, survey respondents were asked “Are there any barriers to accessibility?” Of the 
sites that are currently used for youth programming and available for potential use, 9 of 14 
provided information regarding handicap accessibility. Of these nine, three sites have no barriers 
to accessibility, three have stairs that may create barriers for some, one space is partially 
accessible to wheelchairs, one space is fully ADA compliant, and one is not handicap accessible. 
See Table 9 for details.   
 
 
Table 9: Accessibility  
Program Site Accessible 
African Development Center Building No barriers 
Augsburg Unknown 
Bedlam Theatre Not handicap accessible 
Cedar-Riverside Community School Unknown 
Cedar Riverside People's Center Unknown 
Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic Center Stairs to second floor* 
East African Women’s Center Unknown 
KFAI No barriers 
Mixed Blood Theatre—Rehearsal Room Stairs make it inaccessible to some with 

mobility issues 
Mixed Blood Theatre—Theater Space Fully ADA compliant, but the building is 

unfamiliar territory to neighborhood residents 
Pillsbury United Communities: Brian Coyle 
Community Center 

No barriers 

Riverside Plaza Resident Resource Center Unknown 
Trinity's Offices Not handicap accessible (stairs) 
West Bank School of Music Space is partially accessible to wheelchairs 
*Observed during visit to site location 
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Table 9: Community Space Conclusions 
• 12 organizations regularly offer space for youth programming. 
• 6 of these organizations could potentially offer space for additional programming. 
• 1 additional organization that is not regularly used could perhaps provide some space. 
• Although some organizations offer extra space, this may be limited by various restrictions.
• Multipurpose space is the most common in use. (12 organizations provide it).  
• There are also 5 theater spaces, 3 organizations with recreational space, and 2 computer 

rooms being used. 
• Potential use space also includes multipurpose rooms, theater space, recreational space, 

and computer rooms.  
• Accessibility varies across sites. Some sites are accessible; others are not or only partially. 

 
Online Resource Guide 
 
As previously mentioned, with our desire to create a product with practical application and with 
the interest in the community, an online resource guide was developed utilizing information 
gathered through this study. The resource guide can be accessed at the following link: 
www.cedar-riverside.wikispaces.com. Upon visiting the website, the user will find a navigation 
tool on the left hand side of the screen. Three categories of information are listed: Youth 
Programs, Community Space, and “How-To” Instructions. Under the first two categories, the 
user can browse the data several different ways: by category, by organization, by complete list, 
and by geographical location. When a youth program is selected, the user will find the program 
name, a program description, contact information, and information on eligibility, the program 
site, the day and time of the program, languages available, fees, and registration requirements. 
For community spaces, when a location is selected, the user will find information on the location, 
the type of space available, the size of the space, the potential use of the space, accessibility 
information, and contact information. Under the “How-To” section, several different types of 
actions a user may wish to perform are listed. The user can select the action to find instructions 
on how to perform tasks such as updating information, adding information, and deleting 
information. Since there may be varying levels of technical knowledge surrounding computers 
within the neighborhood, it was our goal was to make this website as user-friendly as possible.  
 
Discussion and Conclusions 
 
In addition to creating a product of use for the community, it was our goal to create research that 
would benefit the community. To this end, it is our hope that the data collected help to provide a 
more comprehensive understanding of current youth programs and community space available in 
the neighborhood and provide community members and organizations tools to consider future 
programming plans. Below are several areas for consideration: 
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• Information from the Census data regarding the size of the various age groups compared 
with information on program eligibility may provide an understanding of needed program 
areas. If the proportion of the number of youth in each age category is assumed to be 
similar today, the Census data could suggest a strong need for activities geared toward 
high school youth. The information on program eligibility can help neighborhood 
organizations determine if the current array of programming best meets these needs. On 
the other hand, if the numbers of youth in each category in 2000 are assumed to 
correspond with the appropriate categories ten years after the Census data were collected, 
then those that were under age 5 in 2000 will now be 10 to 14 years old. In 2000, there 
were more youth under age 5 than in either of the categories of ages 5-9 and ages 10-14 
(City of Minneapolis, 2001). In 2010, these children would now be middle school age 
youth. The data on eligibility show that only one program is specifically geared toward 
youth in this age group. This information may guide youth program providers in future 
programming choices.  

 
• Regarding program opportunities, the data highlighting opportunities may be used in 

comparison with information gathered through previous studies regarding youth needs. 
Data on program opportunities demonstrate that educational opportunities and youth 
development opportunities are prevalent. In focus group interviews completed by 
Fairview Health Services (2008), youth expressed a desire for additional programs such 
as academic-tutoring (or study/homework help) and recreational programs. They also 
identified desired program opportunity types such as opportunities for children and 
parents to improve communication. To this end, information on the types of program 
opportunities currently offered in combination with information on youth identified needs 
could help program providers decide in which areas to expand in the future. 

 
• Information on the number of youth participants in combination with the total number of 

youth in the neighborhood may help youth program providers better understand the 
capacity of current programming to support neighborhood youth. If added together, the 
total number of program participants is 1,799. While this number may not be precise 
since some program participants are likely to be duplicates and since this number gauges 
program attendance rather than total enrollment, it helps to provide a picture of program 
capacity. With the information about the number of participants we know there is space 
for 1,799 youth to participate in programs. However, Census data from 2000 indicate that 
2,366 youth reside in the neighborhood (City of Minneapolis, 2001). To this end, the 
difference in these numbers may provide an understanding of capacity in the 
neighborhood and may provide support for organizations’ desire to increase this capacity. 

 
• In regard to other areas such as program day and time, staff hours, and current space 

usage, the tables and charts in this study created with data collected through surveys may 
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be useful tools for community members and organization to examine the current situation 
in the neighborhood and to determine how to move forward in a way that best suits the 
community. 

  
• Regarding space for potential use for expansion, although we had hoped to identify 

potential areas for collaboration between organizations with space and youth program 
providers, only seven organizations offered information on space for potential use. Of 
these seven, most are already currently used in some capacity for youth programs. 
Furthermore, although these seven organizations provided information on space and 
potential usage, most listed considerations that may limit the potential for use. For 
example, due to the nature of the space and the demands placed on it, a large institution 
may not be available for regularly scheduled program and fees may be associated with 
use. (These restrictions may not necessarily be placed solely on community groups, but 
are characteristics of the space encountered by any group wishing to use it.) Additionally, 
although two organizations indicted they may have space to share, they opted not to be 
included in public listings in the online resource guide. These are some of the 
considerations community groups must weigh when looking to expand.  

 
• In regard to the online resource guide, it is our hope that it will continue to have a 

positive impact on the community. In our community presentation at the African 
Development Center on Thursday, May 13th 2010, there was positive feedback from the 
attending members. This enthusiasm could help the neighborhood expand and further 
develop the site in the future. 

 
 
Recommendations 
 
Given the findings of this study, we would recommend the following actions by community 
members and organizations involved in youth programming: 

 
1. In the summer of 2010, convene a group of representatives from neighborhood organizations 

including the Cedar Riverside Neighborhood Revitalization Program, the West Bank 
Community Coalition, and organizations that provide youth programs to discuss the data 
collected during this study and determine how neighborhood residents would like to see 
youth programs change in the neighborhood.  

 
2. A month or so after the neighborhood meeting, this committee could arrange meetings with 

the organizations that maintain space.  The goal of these meetings would be to identify ways 
that youth programs could be arranged to match the needs of the community while keeping 
the missions intact of organizations that maintain space. 
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3. During this time, the committee of youth program providers may also meet with 

representatives from the larger institutions, including the Cedar-Riverside Partnership, to 
discuss opportunities for collaboration. 

 
In regards to the online resource guide, we would recommend the following: 
 
4. Hani Mohamed, as administrator of the website, could work together with a representative 

from the West Bank Community Coalition to determine what additional information about 
the neighborhood should be added.  

 
5. Hani Mohamed, as the administrator, may also want to meet with youth providers within the 

next month to discuss the best settings for the website in order to balance security and 
accessibility in a way that meets the community’s needs. 

 
6. In the long-term, Hani Mohamed, as the administrator, may find it useful to send periodic 

reminders to organizations to update their information on the website and to schedule 
meetings with organizations that would like assistance in doing so.  

 

Closing 

Throughout our research, we were very impressed with the level of resourcefulness organizations 
demonstrate in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. Oftentimes, when an organization was 
pressed to find space, they would offer unique solutions. For example, some organizations noted 
that they switch locations for youth programs depending on spaces available at the time. We 
hope that our research will contribute to making more space available for organizations to use so 
that they can come to depend on it. 
 
We hope to see our research and work built upon in the future. We have designed the online 
resource guide specifically so that community members can update it as time progresses. The 
website can be developed and changed to fit the community’s need.  We have not prescribed 
what it needs to be used for, only what it could be used for. Additionally, as we have done with 
previous research on this issue, we welcome organizations and groups to build on our research to 
further the goal of strengthening the availability of space in the neighborhood. We have been 
encouraged by the level of dedication that we have seen with the members of the community 
with whom we have worked and are excited to see what the future holds for this issue in the 
Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. 
 
Links to this report, handouts from the community presentation, and the online resource guide 
are posted on the CHANCE website at: www.hhh.umn.edu/projects/chance/about.html. 
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Brian Coyle Community Center and Trinity Lutheran Congregation 

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota 
   
Date: December 15, 2009 
 
Project: Space and Programming for Youth Development in Cedar-Riverside 
 
Primary Partner Organization Contacts: 
Jennifer Blevins, Center Director 
Brian Coyle Community Center 
420 15th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(612) 876-9325 
blevinsj@puc-mn.org 
 
Student Researchers: 
Ann Beuch, MPP/MSW Candidate 
beuc0004@umn.edu  
 
Mukhtar Gaaddasaar, MPP Candidate 
kass0068@umn.edu 
   
Kyle Potter, MPP Candidate 
kyle.a.potter@gmail.com 
   
Academic Supervisor: 
Greg Lindsay, Associate Dean 
Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs 
300 Humphrey Center 
301 19th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 625-0669 
linds301@umn.edu 
 
Project Start Date: January 19, 2009 
Project End Date: May 7, 2009 
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Project Description 
Community youth programs are widely believed to be beneficial to children. In a report by the 
National Research Council and the Institute of Medicine’s Committee on Community-Level 
Programs for Youth, authors conclude “communities that offer a rich array of developmental 
opportunities for adolescents have fewer young people who exhibit risky behavior and problems 
and show higher rates of positive development.” 
 
Several organizations within the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood focus their resources on youth 
programming. The Brian Coyle Community Center and Trinity Lutheran Congregation are two 
examples of such organizations. However, while there is a diverse array of programming for 
youth, the programs are currently operating at capacity, according to Jennifer Blevins, who is the 
Director of the Brian Coyle Community Center. One of the primary problems with expanding 
programming to reach more youth in the area is concerns related to space. 
 
Over a year ago, several researchers from the Metropolitan Design Center at the University of 
Minnesota put together an analysis of space in the neighborhood. While they collected data, they 
did not analyze these data or publish findings in a report that would give clear recommendations 
for organizations like the Brian Coyle Center to expand their program capacity. 
 
As part of our research, we will review this data on space in Cedar-Riverside and data from 
previous surveys of youth conducted by the Brian Coyle Center in regards to programs. We will 
review the methodology behind the data collected and attempt to fill any gaps. We will also 
evaluate the current use of space and identify additional space in the community for potential 
use. We will then produce a report for our partners, the Brian Coyle Community Center and 
Trinity Lutheran Congregation, with clear actionable recommendations for their organizations to 
further expand youth programming. 
 
Project Goals and Objectives 

1. Examine the current use of space in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. This will involve 
the following steps: 

• Review and analyze data on community members’ use of space collected by the 
Metropolitan Design Center and address any gaps in the data. If necessary, 
complete additional surveys to fill gaps. 

• Review and map out current programs aimed at youth ages 7-21. This will include 
listing: the name, the type of program, the space used, the numbers of individuals 
served, and the programs’ satisfaction with current space. A previously conducted 
web search of programs offered in the neighborhood will form the basis of inquiry 
and interviews will be conducted, by email, telephone, or in person, with program 
staff to collect data and to identify additional programs in the community. 

 
2. Conduct an analysis of the community’s use of space in terms of programming needs. 

• Evaluate actual usage of space: 
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o Review data and information collected from neighborhood organizations 
and identify the strengths and weaknesses in the use of space in providing 
programs. (Refer to the Appendix for a list of sources on the optimization 
of space which may be of use for this step.) 

o Evaluate space usage for programming with youth development and 
academic achievement as evaluative criteria. 

• Evaluate in terms of space the potential for programs to begin or expand: 
o Review data on community members’ vision for the use of space collected 

by the Metropolitan Design Center, addressing any gaps in the data. 
o Review data on community members’ vision for programming previously 

collected by partner organization, addressing any gaps in the data.  
o Evaluate the potential for programs identified in survey data in terms of 

space usage and availability.  
 
3. Research community space for potential use for programs.  

• Conduct a literature review on partnerships for the effective use of community 
space to promote youth development and academic achievement. (Refer to the 
Appendix for a list of sources that may be included in the review.) 

• Identify locations in the community that have the potential to serve residents 
through a review of existing survey data, researcher observations, and 
informational interviews with partner organizations.  

• Contact and interview relevant individuals at potential locations to discuss the 
feasibility of the use of space.  

 
4. Research and provide a list of available resources such as grants that could be utilized to 

address space needs in Cedar-Riverside.  
 
Deliverables 

1. A resource guide of youth programs and services in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood.  
 
2. A report based on findings related to the students’ objectives stated above that outlines 

specific recommendations for potential use of space and resources.  
 
3. Presentation to community partners, leaders in the neighborhood, and other potential 

stakeholders such as the University of Minnesota’s Wilson Library and Augsburg 
College. The presentation will consist of written documents, a PowerPoint presentation, 
and an informal discussion on the Somali Voices program on KFAI community radio. 
The final report will also be made available on the CHANCE website.  

 
Student Researcher Responsibilities 

• Remain devoted to researching the project, presenting materials, and putting together the 
report as agreed upon with partner organizations; 

 
• Meet with or contact partner organizations on a bi-weekly basis or as needed to provide 

updates on the progress of the work; 
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• Check-in weekly with course instructors on the progress of the work and seek their 

guidance and advice. 
 
• Specific timeline includes: 

Timeline for Project Completion 

Date Activity 
Week of 

January 25 
Check-in with partner organizations to finalize and sign Memorandum of 
Agreement.  

Week of 
February 1 

Review literature to identify methods to be used to evaluate usage of 
space. 

Week of 
February 8 

Analyze data from the surveys on space usage. Identify any gaps in the 
research and create a plan to address gaps if necessary.  

Week of 
February 15 

Begin contacting programs to gather information related to programs and 
space usage. Follow plan to fill in gaps in research if needed.  

Week of 
February 22 

Continue previous week's work and organize and prepare resource guide 
documents from information gathered.  

Week of 
March 1 

Use feedback from programs and methods to evaluate space usage.  

Week of 
March 8 

Identify areas for potential use of space and begin contacting relevant 
representatives from identified locations to assess feasibility.  

Week of 
March 15 

Reflect on process and current project status, review future steps, and 
adjust accordingly.  

Week of 
March 22 

Research and list potential resources that could be utilized to expand 
space and programs.  

Week of 
March 29 

Gather remaining information needed. Compile research data and create a 
framework for final report and presentation.  

Week of 
April 5 

Finalize first draft of presentation materials and first draft of project 
report.  

Week of 
April 12 

Send draft of presentation materials to partner organizations for review. 
Send draft to Greg and Merrie for initial feedback.  

Week of 
April 19 

Incorporate feedback and finalize presentation and report.  

Week of 
April 26 

Community presentation.  

Week of 
May 3 

Final meeting with partner organizations to discuss research results and 
evaluate research process.  
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Partner Organization Responsibilities    

• Maintain contact and provide clear expectations for student researchers;  
• Provide student researchers with information and tools as necessary for the project;  
• Respond with feedback to the draft research and convene a meeting for the presentation;  
• Complete an informal evaluation of the project and student researchers.  

   

Joint Responsibilities  

• Maintain regular contact:  
o Project updates via email every two weeks, or more often as needed; 
o Return phone calls and emails within two days;  
o Meet in person as needed, with a minimum of a mid-project update and a final 

consultant presentation.  
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Appendix B: Youth Program Survey 
 
The Youth Program Survey is included below. A link to an online version of this survey was sent 
to youth program providers in the neighborhood via email.  The survey could be accessed at: 
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dGd4R0UwaWRJODdvQ3VDS004MkdIM
EE6MA 

 

Youth Programs in Cedar-Riverside 
 

We would like to collect information about each of the youth programs your organization offers. 
Please complete this form once for each program that you offer.  
 

Program Name: _______________________________  
 
Program Description: _______________________________ 
 
Organization's Name: _______________________________ 
 
Partner Organization for Program  
What other organizations, if any, do you partner with to offer this program? _______________ 
 
Name of Primary Contact for the Program: _______________________________    
 
Email Address of Primary Contact: _______________________________    
 
Phone number of Primary Contact: _______________________________    
 
Type of Program  
Please choose all that apply.  

•  Educational/Learning Program 
•  Study/Homework Help 
•  Recreational Program 
•  Theater, Art, or Music Program 
•  Youth Development Program 
•  Summer Program 
•  Other:  _______________________________ 

 

Eligibility  
Who can participate in the program?  _______________________________    
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Number of Youth Participants  
On average, how many youth participate in the program each time the program meets? ______    
 
Program Site  
Where is the program held? Please provide the name of the building or the address. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Size of Program Space  
What is the size in square footage of the room or the space in which the program takes place? If 
the square footage is unknown, about how many youth could easily study in the room or the 
space at the same time?  ______________ 
 
Program Space Accessibility 
What, if any, barriers to accessibility exist? ____________________________   
 
Rented, Owned, or Leased at No Cost  
Is the space where the program is held rented, owned, or leased at no cost by your organization? 
 _________________________________ 
 
Day and Time of Program  
What day of the week, time of day, and months of the year does the program take place? 
__________________________________   
 
Languages Available  
Which languages are spoken by program staff?  ___________________________ 
 
Fees to Participate  
What, if any, are the fees to participate in the program? ________________________   
 
Registration Requirements  
Is the program open to walk-in participants?  ______________________________ 
 
Number of Youth Program Staff  
How many FTE's staff members work with the youth programs in your organization? 
________________________ 
 
Volunteer Hours  
How many volunteer hours per week does the program receive? -
_______________________________ 
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Appendix C: Community Space Survey 
 
The Community Space Survey is included below. A link to an online version of this survey was 
sent to organizations and businesses in the neighborhood thought to have space for potential use 
by community groups.  The survey could be accessed at: 
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dDlMajZSdE1QQ2RUWVpnMG1Dd0F6R
kE6MA 
 

Space in Cedar-Riverside 
 

Organization or Business Name: _______________________________     
 
Street Address: _______________________________     
 
Name of Primary Contact Person: _______________________________     
 
Email Address: _______________________________     
 
Phone Number: _______________________________     
 
Organizational Status  

•  Non-Profit 
•  For Profit 
•  Government 

 
Space Availability  
Does your organization have any space or rooms that currently are used or potentially could be 
used by community groups for youth programming?  _______________________________   
 
[Page 2] 
 
We would like to know about each of the types of space that your organization or business has 
available for use. For organizations with more than one room or space available, please think of 
one of these areas and answer the questions on this page according to that space. Information on 
additional space/rooms will be asked on the following page. 
 
Space #1  
What kind of space is it?  

•  Multipurpose (for meetings, studying, etc.) 
•  Computer Room 
•  Recreational Space 
•  Theater 
•  Other: ____________________________   
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Size of Space  
What is the size in square footage of the room or the space? If the square footage is unknown, 
about how many youth could easily study in the room or the space at the same time?  
______________________________   
 
Currently Used  
Is the space currently used for youth programming?  

•  Yes 
•  No 

 
If so, when?  _______________________________    
 
Potential Use  
Other than the times listed above, when could this space be used by community groups for youth 
programming?  ______________________________   
 
Space Accessibility  
What, if any, barriers to accessibility exist?  _______________________________   
 
Publicly List Space #1  
Would you like information on this space included in an online resource guide of space in the 
neighborhood that is available for community use?  

•  Yes 
•  No 

 
Additional Space  
Does your organization have additional rooms or space that are or could be used by community 
programs?  

•  Yes 
•  No 

 
[If yes, the respondent would be directed to the next page containing the same questions as 
above, but pertaining to Space #2. This was possible up to Space #5. If a respondent indicated 
that there are no additional rooms, the respondent would be directed to a page to submit the 
survey.] 
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Appendix D: Day, Time, & Hours per Week of Youth Programs in Cedar-Riverside 
 

Program Name Day and Time of Program Hours per Week 
BCC Youth Council Thursdays 6:00-7:15pm 1.25 

BCC Girls Open Gym 
Wed at 5:30-7:30pm.  Sun at 1:00- 3:00pm beginning 
June 6. 

school year: 2 
summer: 2 

CSCM Young Achievers Fridays between 3pm to 7:30pm 4.5 
CSCM Somali Girls' Initiative Basketball: Wed. and Sun. 3pm to 6pm 6 
CSCM Soccer/leadership 4pm to 7pm, 2days a week (Friday and ?) 6 
DYC Salahudin School Saturday-Sunday from 08:00am – 12:00pm 8 
KFAI - Youth News Initiative Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10:00 am-1:00 pm 9 

BCC Action Crew 
During the school year, 5:00-7:00 Mon-Fri. From June 
15th-Aug 28th, 12:00-5:00pm Mon-Fri. 

school year: 10 
summer: 25 

CSCM Academic Support 3:30-6:30, Mon-Thurs 12 
SAEP Youth Ed. GED Classes Mon-Thursday morning from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm    12 
Safe Place: Homework Help M-F (when Mpls Schools are in session) - 3:00-5:30 12.5 
CSCM Summer Day Camp 10am to 3pm, Mon-Wed summer: 15 
BCC Kids College Monday-Friday 3:00-6:00pm 15 
BCC Teen College Monday-Friday 3:00-7:30 22.5 
BCC Coyle Cool Camp Mon-Fri 10:00-4:00pm, June 15th-Aug 28th summer: 30 

BCC After School Academic 
Support 

During the school year, 2:30 to 7:30 pm M-F. 11:30 to 
5:00 pm on Sat. During the summer, we are open from 
10:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

school year: 30.5 
summer: 60 

BCC Recreational activities 

During the school year: 2:30 to 7:30 pm M-F. 11:30 to 
5:00 pm on Sat. During the summer, we are open from 
10:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

school year: 30.5 
summer: 60 

CR Community School 7:30 AM-3:00PM M-F 37.5 
West Bank School of Music Weekdays 2-9 pm. Sat. 9am- 2pm.  Sun Noon to 4 pm 44 
C.R.A.Z.Y usually weekdays Unknown 

DYC Weekly Halaqa 
mainly take place on evenings, mornings, middays of 
Fridays, Saturdays  and Sundays. Unknown 

DYC Bi-Monthly Event First Friday of every other month Unknown 
Dar Al-Hijrah Times Varies- published during first 10 days of the month Unknown 
DYC Leadership Program every Sunday except the first Sunday of the month Unknown 
DYC Recreational Programs mostly weekends Unknown 
DYC Summer Programs Monday-Thursday Unknown 
DYC Interfaith Services Twice a month Unknown 
MBT Touring Program typically September through June Unknown 
RPTA Youth Islamic Studies  Friday evenings and Saturdays Unknown 
RPTA Homework Help Monday, Wednesday, Friday 3:30-6:00? Unknown 
SAEP Youth Outreach  Unknown 
Trinity- Creation Monday - Thursday, time TBA, June 22 - July 29 Unknown 
CSCM Juvenile Court Diversion No specific time, it all depends when issues arise. Unknown 
BCC School release days 8:30am-5:30pm on school release days Unknown 
BCC FANS Varies Unknown 
BCC Summer Youth 
Employment 

By appointment March - May. Summer employment is 
mid-June to mid-August. Unknown 

BCC Community Mural Project Summer days Unknown 
BCC Basketball and Soccer After school, weekends and summer Unknown 

Green indicates summer programs.



Appendix E: Youth Program Schedule 
 
A Youth Program Schedule has been created from the day and time information gathered through the youth program survey. A larger 
version of this chart is available in online at www.cedar-riverside.wikispaces.org or the CHANCE website at 
http://www.hhh.umn.edu/projects/chance/community_based_research.html. 
 

 
 

33 

http://www.cedar-riverside.wikispaces.org/
http://www.hhh.umn.edu/projects/chance/community_based_research.html


34

Appendix E: Youth Program Schedule (continued) 
 
 

 
 

 



Appendix F: Staff and Volunteer Hours for Youth Program Providers 
 
Organizations were asked to provide information on the number of full-time equivalent (FTE) 
staff and the number of volunteer hours their organization has dedicated to youth programs. 
Some organizations indicated that they also have work study positions and paid tutors. 
 
Youth Program Providers Staff Hours per Week Volunteer Hours per Week 
Bedlam Theatre 200 15 
Cedar Riverside Community 
School 800 Unknown 
Confederation of Somali 
Community MN 100 37 
Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Civic 
Center 0 20 
KFAI, Fresh Air Radio 60 Varies 
Mixed Blood Theatre 40 0 
Pillsbury United Communities: 
Brian Coyle Center 

140 staff; 300 work study /  
180 summer staff; 90 students 150 

Riverside Plaza Tenants’ 
Association Unknown Unknown 
Somali American Education 
Program SAEP. 0 20 
Trinity Lutheran Congregation 80 20 (plus 8 paid tutors) 
West Bank School of Music 4 40 
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Appendix G: Providers of Community Space for Youth Programs 
 
In the surveys by the Metropolitan Design Center (2009), respondents were asked whether or not 
their organizations provide community space. Data from the youth program surveys and the 
community space surveys in this study were compiled to identify which organizations offer 
space for youth programs and the type of space these organizations provide. 
 
 Organization Name Identified as 

Provider of 
Community 
Space in MDC 
Study 

Type of Space Regularly 
Used for 
Youth 
Programs 

1 African Development Center Yes Multipurpose (1) Yes 
2 Augsburg College Yes Multipurpose (various); 

Recreational* 
No 

3 Bedlam Theatre Yes Theater (2); Recreational 
Space (1) 

Yes 

4 Cedar Riverside Community School Yes Multipurpose (various) 
Computer Room (1) 

Yes 

5 CHANCE/U of M Yes Multipurpose (various); 
Recreational* 

No 

6 EMERGE Yes n/a No 
7 Fine Associates Yes No response n/a 
8 Mixed Blood Theatre Yes Theater (2) Yes 
9 Riverside People's Center Yes Multipurpose (1); Theater 

(1)** 
Yes 

10 Riverside Plaza Tenants Association Yes Multipurpose (1) Yes 
11 Trinity Lutheran Yes Multipurpose (1) Yes 
12 West Bank School of Music Yes, occasionally Multipurpose (various) Yes 
13 Brian Coyle Center n/a Multipurpose (various), 

Recreational (various), 
Computer Room (1) 

Yes 

14 Dar Al-Hijrah No Multipurpose (various) Yes 
15 East African Women’s Center n/a Multipurpose (1) Yes 
16 KFAI Radio News n/a Multipurpose (1) Yes 
   Multipurpose:  12+ 

Theater Space:  5 
Recreational Space:  4 
Computer Room:  2 

Yes: 12 
No: 3 
n/a: 1 

 
* Although these institutions did not indicate recreational space in the community space survey, youth program 
providers indicated through youth program surveys that recreational space is occasionally used at these 
institutions for youth activities. 
 
** Although this organization did not reply to a community space survey, information regarding youth 
programs use of multipurpose space was indicated though the youth program survey. An online search offered 
information regarding the availability of theater space as well. 
 



Appendix H: Youth Program Schedule Arranged by Program Site 
 
A Youth Program Schedule Arranged by Program Site has been created from the date, time, and location information gathered 
through the youth program survey and the community space survey. A larger version of this chart is available in online at www.cedar-
riverside.wikispaces.org or the CHANCE website at http://www.hhh.umn.edu/projects/chance/community_based_research.html. 
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Appendix H: Youth Program Schedule Arranged by Program Site (continued) 
 
 

 



Appendix I: Organizations and Businesses Contacted regarding Community Space 
 
The organizations and business listed below were contacted regarding space for potential use in 
the community.  
 
Organization or 
Business Name 

Received Space 
Survey/In-person 
Contact 

Replied to Survey / 
Informal Interview 

Space for Potential 
Use 

African Development 
Center  

Sent Survey Yes Yes 

Associated Bank In-Person Contact In-Person Contact Unknown 
Augsburg College  Sent Survey Yes Yes 
Bedlam Theatre Sent Survey Yes Yes 
Cedar Cultural Center Sent Survey No n/a 
Cedar-Riverside 
Community School 

Sent Survey Yes Yes 

Cedar Riverside 
People’s Center 

Sent Survey No n/a 

CHANCE / U of M Sent Survey Yes (informal 
discussion) 

Limited  

Community of St. 
Martin 

Sent Survey No n/a 

EMERGE In-Person Contact Informal Interview No 
Fine & Associates Sent Survey No n/a 
Korean Service Center  In-Person Contact Yes (interview) No 
Mapps In-Person Contact No n/a  
Minneapolis Public 
Housing Authority 
(MPHA) 

Sent Survey Yes No 

Mixed Blood Theatre Sent Survey Yes Yes 
Pillsbury United 
Communities 

Sent Survey Yes Maybe 

Riverside Plaza 
Tenants' Association 

Sent Survey Yes Yes 

The Hub Bike Co-op Sent Survey No n/a 
Fairview Hospital Sent Survey Yes No 
Volunteers of America Sent Survey Yes (interview) Limited possibility 

 
n/a- Information not available 
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Appendix J: Community Space: Type of Space, Capacity, Current Use, & Availability 
 

The chart below combines youth program survey data and community space survey data to provide a 
compressive list of the types of community spaces that exist in the neighborhood, the capacity of the 
space, the current usage of the space for youth programming, and the availability of the space. 
 

Organization Name Type of Space Capacity Current Use Availability 

African Development 
Center Multipurpose 35 9am-12pm M-Th 

3-6pm ? Not Specified. 

Augsburg College Multipurpose Varies Not regularly used. Varies. Must be arranged. 
Costs may apply. 

Recreational Space 30 Not regularly used? 
Theater 40 3:00-7:30 F Bedlam Theatre 
Theater 150 Not regularly used? 

Mornings are often good, 
evenings are often very busy 
(but not always). 

CHANCE/UMN Multipurpose Varies Not regularly used. Varies. Must be arranged per 
request. 

Classrooms 14,000 sq ft 7:30-3:00 M-F &  
After school  

Could be available evenings / 
weekends.  Would need OK 
from Sherman and Assoc. 

Cedar Riverside 
Community School 

Computer Room 12 stations 7:30-3:00 M-F 

We are open to teaching 
computer classes to 
community groups and 
making lab available for 
programming if appropriately 
staffed. 

Dar Al-Hijrah Multipurpose 600 Mostly Fri, Sat, Sun 
(Summer M-Th) Unknown 

East African Women's 
Center Multipurpose 40 3-6pm Wed & Sun Unknown 

KFAI Multipurpose 8 10-1pm M, T, W Unknown 
rehearsal room 
(technically 
multipurpose) 

40 Not regularly used? 
Preference for 
artistic/performance pursuits 
(in line with our mission). Mixed Blood Theatre 

Theater 200 Varies Often requires 4-6 months 
advance for an inquiry. 

Multipurpose 30 
3:30-6:30, M-Th 
4-7pm F & ? 
(S: 10-3:00 M-W) 

Unknown People's Center 

Theater Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Recreational Space 2:30-7:30pm M-F 
11:30-5:00 Sat 

Multipurpose 2:30-7:30 pm M-F 
11:30-5:00 Sat 

Pillsbury United 
Communities: BCC 

Computer 

14,000 
usable 
square feet 

2:30-7:30 pm M-F 
11:30-5:00 Sat 

It depends on the specific 
request. Summer Hours: 
10am-8pm M-Sat 
1pm-3pm Sun 

Riverside Plaza 
Tenants' Association Multipurpose 50 Fri evenings & Sat 

M, W, F? 
Occasionally on weekends, as 
schedules permit. 

Trinity Multipurpose 25 3-5:30 M-F 
Summer TBA M-Th Unknown 

West Bank School of 
Music Multipurpose Varies 

2:00-9:00 M-F 
9:00-2:00 Sat 
12:00-4:00 Sun 

Unknown 

 40
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