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ICI Launches Global Inclusive 
Education Resource Center 
The Institute is going global. This fall, the Institute on Community Integration (ICI) 
launched the Global Resource Center for Inclusive Education (GRC) to assist national 
education agencies and non-governmental organizations around the world in the sys
temic improvement of education programs, practices, and policies that impact children, 
youth, and adults with disabilities and their families in all economic development 
circumstances. The center draws on the expertise and experience of staff at ICI and the 
University of Minnesota as a whole to serve its new international clients. 

"The center is exciting because the world needs ICI and ICI needs the world," says 
Christopher Johnstone of ICI's National Center on Educational Outcomes and now 
GRC's first director. "We have a wealth of expertise that can add substance to a variety 
of projects abroad. At the same time, this is a unique opportunity to learn from profes
sionals and programs around the world. These can inform our work here. In the end, we 
seek to expand our focus to create a world that values difference and dismantles barriers 
for persons with disabilities." 

The GRC will offer its services to clients, which will include both governments and 
governmental organizations, on a fee-for-service basis. The center will identifY 

" •• ll broker integrated solutions for client needs through ongoing international needs 
assessment, consultation, information dissemination, and technical assistance in rela
tion to inclusive education for young people with disabilities. The concept of inclusive 
education has different meanings in different countries; barriers to inclusion can exist 
along a number of lines, including gender and ethnicity, as well as disability. "Inclusive 
education" can mean anything from integrated K-12 classrooms to informal education 
for out-of-school youths and adults. ICI will assist clients in addressing inclusion for all, 
drawing on its long experience with local collaborations supporting inclusive school 
communities throughout the U.s. 

The demand for the center emerged when international clients invited Chris, who has 
a Ph.D. in International Development Education, Tom Delaney (of the Institute's North 
Central Regional Resource Center and now GRC's assistant director), and other Institute 
employees to work on various projects abroad. To test support for the center idea, Chris 
called a meeting at ICI a few months ago and more than 20 Institute employees came 
and shared their international experience and suggestions for collaborations abroad. As 
capacity grows, these and other individuals will be asked to join projects. 

The international projects are gaining momentum. Chris traveled to Kenya last June 
for a program evaluation of a deaf education program and will conduct research in 
Trinidad and Tobago this March on the feasibility of inclusive education policy imple
mentation. He will also research the overlap between HIV / AIDS and developmental 
disability in Lesotho, Africa this summer and will lead Tom, Marijo McBride, Martha 
Thurlow, and other teacher trainers to Singapore throughout 2007. Beginning inJune, 
Tom will also guest lecture in Viet Nam and ICI will host a visitor from Trinidad and 
'T" _ t...'lgo. "Thus far our projects have been small, but we are growing quickly," says Chris. 

t about the GRC, contact Chris at john4810@umn.edu or (612) 626-1936. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hire: Derek Nord, Coordina

tor, Adult Services. Staff Departures: 
None. 

• Cliff Poetz's speech given at the Arc 
Minnesota Tribute to Charlie Lakin in 
October is available on the ICI Intranet 
at http://ici.umn.edu/intranet/ (see 
"Latest News"). 

• In November, Governor Tim Pawlenty 
appointed Julia Washenberger to the 
Minnesota Statewide Independent liv
ing Council. A month later, the council 
elected her to attend the national 
Statewide Independent Living Council 
Congress in New Orleans, January 
li-15. The congress met to discuss 
how to make each state's indepen-
dent living plan comply with federal 
Rehabilitation Services Administration 
requirements. In September, Julia co
presented on healthcare transition with 
Ronna Linroth, manager of the Gillette 
Lifetime Specialty Healthcare Clinic, 
at the American Academy of Cerebral 
Palsy and Developmental Medicine 
conference in Boston. On January 19, 
Julia will present on healthcare transi
tion/creating a medical home at the 
Minnesota Medical Home Collabora
tive conference in Plymouth. 

• Chris Opsal earned her M.A. in 
Educational Administration from the 
University of Minnesota Department 
of Educational Policy and Administra
tion in December. 

Dates to Remember. .. 
• January 24: ICI Orientation, (brownbag 

session for new hires and their supervi
sors), 12-1, li8 Pattee Hall 

• January 26: Pizza Forum, 12-1, li8 
Pattee Hall 

• February 6: ICI Council,10:30-12,li8 
Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office --------~ 
News from leI's Administrative Staff 

Mileage Rate Change. Effective 

January 1, 2007, mileage allowance 

for personal vehicle use on approved 
University business is 48.5 cents per 

mile. Also, the standard mileage rate 

for moving expenses will be 20 cents 

per mile. 

Research Fellows. Information was 
sent regarding the promotion process 

to Senior Research Fellow. Refer to 
the e-mail memo sent January 10. 

Note that the application deadline is 
February 10. Questions? Contact Beth 
at 6-8042. 

• Orientation Resource Guides. ICI 
Orientation Resource Guides, created 
by the Human Resources Workgroup 
and kept with Program Area support 
staff, will be updated by the end of 

January. Watch your e-mail for more 
information. 

Grant Coordinators in Pattee Hall. 
Randi Lundell and Kara Rose, College 
Team D Grant Coordinators who are 

based in l40C Wulling Hall, will now 

Miscellaneous 

RTC Conference. The Research 

and Training Center on Community 
Living (RTC) will co-host the annual 

Reinventing Quality national confer
ence, March 4-6, Charleston, South 

Carolina. The theme of this year's 
conference will be, "From Good 

Services to Good Lives." FFI contact 
Angela Amado at (651) 698-5565. On

line registration is at www.reinvent
ingquality.org or www.qualitymall. 

org. 

• VSA Arts. VSA arts offers several 
opportunities for artists with dis

abilities. First, the arts organization is 
hosting "Renascence 07: An Interna

tional Juried Showcase of Artists with 
Disabilities." For this showcase, VSA 

arts is seeking innovative, experimen
tal artists whose work demonstrates 

the creative fusion of visual art with 
interactive or sensory experience, 

communication and information 

hold office hours in 101 Pattee Hall. 

Randi will work in Room 101 from 

9 to 11:30 on Wednesday mornings, 
and Kara will work there Tuesday and 

Thursday 1:30-4 p.m. 

• 2006-2007 College Directories. 
New 2006-2007 College of Education 

and Human Development staff direc

tories are now available. You should 
have teceived one in your mailbox. 

ICI Community Advisory Council. 
The ICI Community Advisory Council 
will meet January 25 to discuss "Emer

gency Management: Including People 
with Disabilities." Speakers will in

clude ICI's Pat Salmi, Pam Stenhjem, 
and Jerry Smith. Margot Imdike-Cross 
of the Minnesota State Council on 

Disability and Barb Fonkert, a natural 
disaster planner at the Minnesota 
Department of Public Safety, will 

also address the council. Please RSVP 
to Julia Washenberger at 4-1450 or 

washe004@umn.edu if you wish to 
attend. 

technologies, movement or perfor
mance, and/or audio production. 
Deadline for submission is February 

2. FFI visit http://www.vsarts.org/ 
prebuilt/ showcase/gallery / exhibitsl 
renascence07/. Second, the VSA arts 
Writing Project has called for flash fic
tion, poetry, and spoken word entries. 

FFI visit http://www.vsarts.orglx889. 
xml. Third is VSA arts' Playwright 
Discovery Award that recognizes 
young adults who promote awareness 

of disabilities through creative play

writing. FFI visit http://www.vsarts. 
orglx244.xml. 

• Birthdays. Derek Nord (1/20), 
Amy MahIke (1/21), Susan O'Neil 
(1/30), Kristen Dean (1/31), 
Brenda Blackhawk (2/10), Debra 
Albus (2/13), and Jennifer Huisken 
(2/16). Did we miss your birthday? 
Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 

kuro0008@umn.edu.! 

Bits & Pieces ---
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

New Publications. The following 
new Institute publications are avail
able: 

NCEO ELls with Disabilities Report 16: 
Math Strategy Instruction for Students 
with Disabilities Who Are Learning 
English (November 2006). Published 

by the Institute's National Center on 
Educational Outcomes (NCEO) and 

available only on the Web at http:// 
education.umn.edu/nceoIOnline

Pubs/ELLsDis16/default.html. 

Focus Group Reactions to Three Defini
tions of Reading (As Originally De
veloped in Support of NARAP Goall) 
(July 2006). Published by the National 

Accessible Reading Assessment Proj
ects (NARAP) of which the Institute's 
Partnership for Accessible Reading 

Assessment is a part. Available on the 

Web at http://www.narap.info/publi
cations/reports/focusgroupsreading. 
htm. 

NCSET Information Brief: Models of 
Collaboration and Cost Sharing in Tran
sition Programming (January 2007, Vol. 
6, Issue 1). Published by the Institute's 
National Center on Secondary Educa
tion and Transition (NCSET) and 

available at http://www.ncset.orgi 
publications/viewdesc.asp?id=3447. 

NCSET Research to Practice Brief: Pro
grams and Practices for Special Educa
tion Students in Alternative Education 
Settings (January 2007, Vol. 6, Issue 1). 

Published by NCSET and available at 

http://www.ncset.org/publications/ 
viewdesc.asp?id=3448. 

ICI Publications Catalog (Winter 

2007). Available from the Publications 
Office. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Monday, February 12. 


