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ICI's NCRRC Making Its Mark 
"Leadership to improve educational systems for children and youth with disabilities. " 
That's the mission of the Institute on Community Integration 's (lCI) North Central 
Regional Resource Center (NCRRC), one of six federally designated Regional Resource 

Centers for technical assistance and dissemination throughout the United States. Focus
ing on providing leadership in state-level systems change, the NCRRC collaborates with 
federal technical assistance and dissemination centers and other Regional Resource 
Centers to guide and spur efforts to develop innovative ways for states to address the In
dividuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004, specifically in response 
to the issuing of the federal regulations in August 2006. 

Established in 2005, the NCRRC is funded by a five-year, $6.5 million award from the 
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), to provide 
support and assistance to states in Region 4: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minne

sota, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Some of NCRRC's activities within 
these states are the following: 

~tate Level Technical Assistance, through which the NCRRC addresses each state's 

unique needs for assistance and support, involves providing specialized consultation, 
process facilitation, and training. Technical assistance efforts range from developing 
products and tools for states to linking states with national center resources. Examples 
of technical assistance include developing an informational database accessible to 
state and local educators, facilitating state education decision-making processes, and 
leadership of "communities of practice" to address topics in special education. 

• Cross-State Linking and Networking involves forming workgroups, communities 
of practice, and other collaborations of interested parties to address central issues in 
special education, such as ensuring highly-qualified educators, disproportionate repre
sentation of ethnically-diverse students in special education, data sampling for federal 
reporting, and practices related to Response to Intervention. An example of this type 
of networking is development of a regional State Performance Plan (SPP) interactive 
electronic directory that allows state personnel throughout the region to communicate 
with others involved in addressing the same SPP Indicators. 

• Strategic Planning and Reporting entails support that addresses accountability 
measures related to SPPs and the Annual Performance Reports published by each 
state. The NCRRC has developed large-scale analysis documents of the region's SPPs 

and has facilitated regional meetings and discussions to stimulate innovation around 
state improvement activities and systems change. 

• Dissemination includes sharing research-based practices, effective state data man
agement and reporting practices, systems evaluation, staff training, and informa
tion relating to the No Child Left Behind Act and SPPs. Dissemination tools include 

'leconferences, e-news, Information Services summary reports, and news releases. 

Mike Sharpe, the Center's Director said, "We are pleased to be part of improving edu
cational systems for all learners. We are also very pleased how we have grown over the 
past two years and are excited about the prospects for the future." FFI contact Maureen 

Hawes, Coordinator, or Mike at (612) 624-9722 or visit www.rrfcnetwork.orglncrrc. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: None. Staff 

Departures: Sarah Mum, Stu
dent Secretary, Administration. 

• Julia Williams Robinson's book 
Institution & Home: Architecture as 
a Cultural Medium was published 
in December by Techne Press of 
Delft, the Netherlands (2006). 

A synopsis of the book can be 
viewed on the publisher's Web 
site at http://www.technepress. 

nllpublications.php?id=19. Julia, 
a professor in the University of 
Minnesota's Department of Archi
tecture, is an ICI affiliated faculty 

member and an ICI University 
Advisory Council member. 

• An article by Roger Stancliffe 
and Charlie Lakin, entitled "Lon

gitudinal Frequency and Stability 
in Family Contact in Institutional 
and Community Living," was 
published November 2006 in the 
journal Mental Retardation, 44(6). 

• Mike Sharpe, Maureen Hawes, 
Tom Delaney, Ann Bailey, Tri 
Tran, Jen Huisken, Erin Jann, 
Sue McColley, and Christopher 
Watson are attending the U.S. 
Department of Education, Office 
of Special Education's regional 
meeting in Kansas City, February 
14-16. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• February 23: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 

118 Pattee Hall 

• March 13: ICI Council, 10:30-12, 
118 Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office ---------
News from lei's Administrative Staff 

• ICI Orientation. Seventeen new hires 

and their supervisors attended the IeI 

Orientation Brown Bag Session onJanu
ary 24. Topics included ICI's certificate 

program, a review of the ICI Resource 
Guide, general discussion about the 
Institute's mission, and the two-minute 

video about ICI. 

• Performance Evaluations. Annual 
performance evaluations for under

graduate students, GRAs, Civil Service, 
and Bargaining Unit employees will go 
out this week. Questions? Contact Beth 
at 6-8042. 

• W-2s. By now you should have received 
your W-2 form for 2006. They were sent 

to your home address in late January. 
For additional information or a dupli

cate copy of your W-2, visit http://hrss. 
umn.edu/. 

• Supervisor Training. The University's 
Office of Human Resources is again of
fering "Keys to Supervision: An Orienta
tion for New Supervisors and Manag
ers," a mandatory training program 
for newly-appointed supervisors and 
managers. It gives participants an op
portunity to learn about the University 

and meet representatives from many key 
administrative offices. The first session 

is scheduled for March 5-6. FFI and to 

register, visit http://www1.umn.edu/ 

ohr / supervisors/ orientation/index. 
html. Or contact Beth at 6-8042. 

• Supervisors Group. Beth Nelson is 
contacting ICI supervisors to see if 
there is interest in forming a supervisors 
group. This group would meet peri

odically to discuss training and other 
supervisory issues. 

• ICI Council Update. The Institute 
Council met on February 6 and had a 
conversation with the CEHD Team D 
Grant Coordinators Randi Lundell and 
Kara Rose who are supporting ICI with 
pre-award grant activities. It discussed 
processes for working with them and the 

grant-related activities with which they 
provide assistance. The Council also 
discussed IeI participation in CEHD 
Research Day, new SPA deadlines, 

CEHD proposal routing, formation of 
a professional development group for 
ICI staff who are supervisors, upcoming 
CS/BU/Student performance reviews, 
and committee reports and updates. 

Miscellaneous ------------

• CEED Forum. The Center for Early 
Education and Development (CEED) 

is hosting the 2007 Harris Forum on 
"Children's Risks and Children's Rights: 

Perspectives on Resilience and Preven
tion," 1-3:30 p.m., March 7 at the Min

nesota History Center in St. Paul. This 
year's guest speaker is Professor Charles 

W. Greenbaum from the Hebrew Uni
versity of Jerusalem. The event is free 

and open to the public but pre-registra
tion is requested at http://education. 
umn.edu/ ceed/ events/HarrisForum/ 

harrisforum.htm. 

• Alternate Assessment Feedback. The 
National Alternate Assessment Center 

(NAAC) is gathering stories from teach
ers about effective and/or ineffective 

practices in administering alternate as
sessments. Educators are asked to share 
their administration stories at http:// 
www.naacpartners.orgiOTS/default. 
aspx to help NAAC identify successful 

alternate assessment administration 
practices used across the nation. The 
site will remain open until June 1. 

• Birthdays. Jennifer Huisken (2/16), 
ErinJann (2/19), Joe Timmons 
(2/24), Renata Ticha (2/24), Michelle 
Beck (2/24), David R. Johnson (2/26), 
Holly Schaefer (3/1), Kathy Gus
tafson (3/3), Beth Nelson (3/8), and 

Amy Kurowski (3/17). Did we miss 
your birthday? Let us know! Call 4-2380 

or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces---
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following 
new Institute publications are avail
able: 

- NCEO ELLs with Disahilities Report 17: 
Use of Chunking and Questioning Aloud 
to Improve the Reading Comprehension 
of English Language Learners with Dis
ahilities (December 2006). Published 
by the Institute's National Center on 
Educational Outcomes (NCEO) and 
available only on the Web at http :/ / 
education. umn.edu/nceo/Online

Pubs/ELLsDis17/ default.html. 

- Impact: Feature Issue on Supporting 
Success in School and Beyond for Stu
dents with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
(Fall/Winter 2006/07, Vol. 19, No.3). 
Available from the Publications Office 

and online at http://ici.umn.edu/ 
prod ucts/impact/19 3/ defa ult.h tml. 

- Frontline Initiative (2007, Vol. 7, No. 
2). Published by the National Alliance 

for Direct Support Professionals and 
the Institute's Research and Training 

Center on Community Living. Avail
able from 204 Pattee Hall. 

- NCSET Publications Catalog (January 
2007). Published by the Institute's Na
tional Center on Secondary Education 
and Transition (NCSET). Available 

online at http://www.ncset.orglpubli
cations/NCSETcatalog.pdf. 

• Orpheus Update. Updates have been 
provided on Orpheus, IeI's Intranet, 
for the ICI Community Advisory 
Council's purpose, mission, goals, etc. 
Staff are encouraged to review those 
materials regularly and suggest how to 
enhance collaboration between staff 
and the Council. For further informa
tion, please contact Julia Washenberg
er at washe004@umn.edu or 4-1450. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYJ 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Monday, March 12. 


