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Aging with Disabilities Focus of lei 
and School of Social Work Symposium 
Today, more Americans with intellectual and developmental disabilities are living into 
old age in local communities than in previous generations, and the numbers are growing. 
The population of people with developmental disabilities age 60 and older is expected 
to double to 1.2 million in 2030, and quality services and supports that allow them to 
age in their own communities are critical to inclusion and full citizenship for people with 
disabilities in this country. 

The challenges faced by older adults with intellectual disabilities, and how to improve 
the community supports and services that affect their lives, was the focus of the Sympo
sium on Aging with Intellectual Disabilities held July 8th at the University's McNamara 
Alumni Center. Nearly 150 participants gathered for the event, which was co-sponsored 
by the University's School of Social Work and the Institute on Community Integration 
(lCI). Presenters representing seven organizations addressed current policies and prac
tices, and how to effect change in the disability and aging service systems. Conference 
sessions were as follows: 

• Plenary Panel Discussion: The challenges and opportunities present when supporting 
older adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities in the community. Panel
ists: Alex Bartolic, Minnesota Department of Human Services, Division of Disability 
Services; Karen Holt, New Directions; Anne Roehl. Arc Greater Twin Cities; Janelle 
Schaak, Kaposia, Inc.; and John Sauer, ICI. 

• Person-Centered Planningfor End of Life, Marijo McBride, ICI, and Karen Holt, New 
Directions 

• Aging and Disability Policy, Alex Bartolic, Division of Disability Services, Minnesota . 
Department of Human Services 

• Dementia Care, Marsha Berry, Alzheimer's Association , 
• Arc Greater Twin Cities Lifetime Assistance Program, Anne Roehl. Arc Greater Twin Cities 

• Beyond Employment: Retirement Options, Janelle Schaak, Kaposia 

• Residential Perspectives on Supporting Aging Adults, Karen Holt, New Directions 

Reflecting on the importance of the gathering, Marijo McBride, one of the confer-
ence co-coordinators from ICI, observed, "This symposium was an opportunity for 
service providers and family members to come together to discuss critical and at times 
uncomfortable issues, such as death and dying, related to aging for persons with intel
lectual disabilities." Lori Sedlezky, the other conference co-coordinator for ICI, noted that 
participants were eager to gain knowledge and resources to better support older adults 
with intellectual disabilities. "The topics of dementia care, planning for the future, and 
understanding the growing coordination between aging and disability policy at the state 
level were three areas that were especially well received. The symposium was a success, 
and many participants requested more, more, and more information!" 

The symposium was made possible by the Katherine and Arthur Sehlin Annual Lecture 
/und in the School of Social Work, with additional support from ICI. FFI contact Lori 
Sedlezky at (612) 624-7668 or sedI0003@umn.edu, or Marijo McBride at (612) 624-6830 
or mcrbiOOl@umn.edu. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: Mai Vang, Office Support 

Assistant, NCEO. Staff Departures: 
Bob Prouty, Sr. Research Fellow, Adult 
Services. 

• 10 has been awarded renewed five-year, 
$2.6 million funding from the Adminis
tration on Developmental Disabilities, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, to continue operating as Min
nesota's University Center for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD). 

• ICI has received a $4075 grant from the 
Charles and Mabel Williams Fund of the 
Minneapolis Foundation for a new project, 
"My Voice, My Vote," which will teach 
young adults with disabilities about civic 
engagement and voting, and motivate 
them to be involved. Project staff at ICI are 
Chris Bremer ( director) and Jerry Smith. 
Project partners are the Center for Democ
racy and Citizenship at the Humphrey 
Institute for Public Affairs, Partnership 
Resources Inc., and Minneapolis Public 
Schools, with additional assistance from 
the Minnesota Secretary of State's office. 

• NCEO's Laurene Christensen,Jane 
Krentz, Kristi Liu, Rachel Quenemoen, 
Ross Moen, and Martha Thurlow pre
sented at the Council of Chief State School 
Officers' 2008 National Conference on 
Student Assessment Resources in Orlando, 
Florida,June 15-18. 

• Pat Sahni presented a general session 
address at the Developmental Disabilities 
Nurses Association's (DONA) 2008 Annual 
Education Conference held June 8-10 in 
Connecticut. Her talk was titled "Emergen
cy Preparedness and People with Intellec
tual and Developmental Disabilities." 

• On June 25 Pam Stenhjem was a panel
ist on the topic "Impact of Post-Partum 
Depression on Individuals and Families" 
at the 3rd Annual Beyond the Baby Blues 
conference sponsored by the Minnesota 
chapter of the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness, the University's School of Social 
Work, and others. 



From the Front Office ------ ---
News from lei's Administrative Staff 

• P&A Academic Vacation Records. 
Vacation records for MaylJune are past 
due. If you haven't already done so, 
submit them ASAP to Beth Nelson in 107 
Pattee Hall. Questions? Contact Beth at 
6-8042. 

• Outstanding Service Award. An e-mail 
was sent July 10 inviting nominations for 
this annual award, which recognizes ICI's 
Civil Service and Bargaining Unit employ
ees. Nominations are due to Beth Nelson 
in 107 Pattee Hall by July 31. Questions? 
Call Beth at 6-8042. 

• ICI Awards. ICI is accepting nomina
tions for the Future Leader Award and 
Individual Excellence and Community 

Building Award. Nominations are due 
to Amy Kurowski in 102 Pattee Hall by 
August 8. Refer to the announcement sent 
via e-mail on July 8 or visit http://ici.umn. 
edu/intranet/hr.htlrn#awards. 

• ICI Resource Guides. The ICI Resource 
Guide, one of the orientation tools 
developed by the HR workgroup, will be 
updated soon. These resource guides, 
which are updated annually, are located in 
each program area. They are managed by 
the primary support staff and are among 
the materials used to orient staff, espe
cially staff who are new to the Institute. 
Questions or comments? Contact Beth at 
6-8042 or Amy at 4-2380. 

Miscellaneous ------ -------
• ADA Anniversary. The 18th anniversary of 

the signing of the Americans with Disabili
ties Act (ADA) will be celebrated with music 
and light refreshments at the Minnesota 
Department of Health, 1645 Energy Park 
Drive, St. Paul, on Friday, July 25, 1-3 p.m. 
Peter Berg, Project Coordinator of Techni
cal Assistance & Employer Outreach at the . 
DBTAC Great Lakes ADA Center in Chicago, 
will provide updates on the ADA Restora
tion Act. This event is free to the public but 
reservations are requested. Please RSVP at 
(651) 646-8342 or bettyc@mcil-mn.org. If 
you require accommodations, please make 
your request by July 18. 

• Employment Web Site. Job Enable. com is a 
Web site where employers can post jobs for 
people with disabilities and where people 
with disabilities can post resumes and search 
job openings. FFI visit www.marketwire. 
com/mw/release.do?id=781046. 

• Technology Survey for Individuals with 
Cognitive Disabilities. The Rehabilita
tion Engineering Research Center for the 
Advancement of Cognitive Technologies 
is seeking participants for a survey of how 
people with disabilities use technology. They 
are interested in gathering information from 
people with developmental disabilities (age 
18+), acquired brain injuries, or problems 
with memory, as well as from people who 
provide them support. They hope the 

information obtained will help technology 
developers and researchers to create tech
nologies that will promote the independence 
of people with disabilities. The survey is on 
the Web at www.idhd.orglsurvey/survey. 
php?sid=62. 

• Rehabilitation Services Administration 
Seeks Comments. The Rehabilitation 
Services Administration (RSA) is developing 
a Vocational Rehabilitation Strategic Per
formance Plan for the vocational rehabilita
tion program to ensure a long-term focus 
on program performance, performance 
improvement, and outcomes for individu
als with significant disabilities. RSA invited 
comments on the plan's draft goals and 
objectives and is now inviting comments 
on the draft measures corresponding to the 
plan's goals and objectives at www.ed.gov/ 
aboutl officesllistl osersl rsa/new.htrnl. 

• Birthdays. Anne Beaton (7/17), 
Stephanie Evelo (7/18), Carrie Coslin 
(7/20), Sheryl Lazarus (7/ 30), 

Christopher Rogers (7/ 30), Brooke 
Nelson (7/31), Diane Halpin (7/31), 
Joelle Tegwen (8/5), Meghan Kluver 
(8/5), Dorene Scott (8/8),John Sauer 
(8/9), and Rachel Quenemoen (8/10). 

Did we miss your birthday? Let us know! 
Call 4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@umn. 
edu. 

Bits & Pieces---
Information on New Publications and Web 
Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publication is available: 

- Frontline Initiative newsletter for DSPs 
(2008, Vol. 8, No.1). Published by 
the National Alliance for Direct Sup
port Professionals and the Institute's 
Research and Training Center on Com
munity Living. Available from 204 Pattee 
Hall. 

• Book on Universal Design in Higher 
Education. Martha Thurlow and Chris
topher Johnstone of the Institute's Na
tional Center on Educational Outcomes, 
along with Leanne Ketterlin-Geller of 
the University of Oregon, have co
authored the chapter "Universal Design 
of Assessment" in the newly-released 
book Universal Design in Higher Educa
tion: From Principles to Practice, pub
lished by Harvard Education Press. FFI 
visit www.hepg.orgihep/Book/83. 

• Megan Dushin, Shawn Lawler, 
Michael Moore, andJoelle Tegwen 
attended the first annual Minnesota 
Web Conference (MinneWebConf) 
on April 14 at the McNamara Alumni 
Center. While there, Megan co
facilitated an informal discussion on 
the topic of project management and 
collaboration. 

• ICI Web Luncheon. The next ICI Web 
Luncheon will be Tuesday, August 5, 
12-1 p.m. in ll8 Pattee. This month's 
topic will be "Technology Tools for 
Collaboration: Free Applications for U 
Staff." The presenter is Kurtis Scaletta 
from the University's Digital Media Ser
vices and formerly of ICI. All ICI staff 
are welcome. Please RSVP to Amanda 
at webs0078@umn.edu. Questions? 
Contact Megan at dushiOOl@umn.edu. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Friday, August 8, 2008. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• July 25: Pizza Forum, 12-1, ll8 Pattee 


