
LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Friday, April 9, 1999 

Nolte Library 

1:00PM 

 

In these minutes: 

Libraries in Draft Document of Campaign Case, White Paper on Libraries’ Plan RE: Information Literacy, Plans for 
Redesign of Libraries’ Web Page, Coordinate Campus Updates 

  

MINUTES 

  

Present: Peter Wells (Chair), Bill Sozansky, Owen Williams, Suzanne Thorpe for Joan Howland, Jill Gidmark, 
Amy Myrbo, Jean Richards, Jim Orf, Mathur Kannan, Paul Ruden, Tom Shaughnessy 

Regrets: Lisa Norling, Mark Zell, Karen Fischer, Julia Kelly 

Absent: Barbara Martinson, Philip Portoghese, Robert Seidel, Warren Warwick, Jesse Grenz, Michael Schurter 

Guests: Chris Loring, University Libraries 

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or 
Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent 
the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents. 

The Library Committee met at 1:00PM on Friday, April 9, 1999 in the Nolte Library on the East Bank of the 
University of Minnesota. 

LIBRARY IN DRAFT DOCUMENT OF CAMPAIGN CASE. 

A handout titled, "Draft University-Wide Campaign Case Executive Summary" was distributed to committee 
members prior to the meeting. Tom Shaughnessy, Director of the University Libraries, reported that the University 
Foundation has been working on this draft all year. He noted that the last time the University had a capital campaign 
was in 1987 or 1988. It was a multi-million dollar campaign, but the libraries were not mentioned and thus did not 
receive any funds. Professor Peter Wells, Chair, communicated the need to include the libraries in the current draft 
to Professor Sara Evans, Chair of the Faculty Consultative Committee (FCC), who in turn wrote to the foundation 
on our behalf. The University Libraries are now mentioned in the document. Tom Shaughnessy wrote a letter to the 
president of the foundation to thank him and noted that the University may announce the campaign to the public in 
the fall.  

A suggestion was made to communicate visual images, stories, and anecdotes about the value of the libraries to the 
public. This type of information may not make it into the draft itself, but can be used in the fundraising process. 
Members were encouraged to submit such information to the development officer on their campus in order to 



personalize the University and the impact the libraries have within and outside the University. It was also noted that 
future ideas about electronic media be included to help attract donors. 

COORDINATE CAMPUS UPDATES. 

Duluth -- Construction is beginning on the third floor of the new library with a target date of June, 2000. The library 
staff are now working on the budget and are writing letters to the Higher Education Committee for support in 
legislative funding. 

Crookston -- Crookston Library staff are currently planning for MNLink and renovations in the legislature; they are 
also interested in building an Instructional Technology Center for students. 

Morris -- Morris Library staff are working on finding more room for library materials. It was also noted that they are 
the pilot campus for MNLink.  

INFORMATION LITERACY. 

Three handouts were distributed to committee members: 1) Student Success in the 21st Century: Information 
Literacy, Key to the Information Society; 2) Information Literacy Competencies Working Paper, September 1998; 
and 3) University Libraries Goals: 1999/2000. Tom Shaughnessy introduced Chris Loring, Head of References and 
Consultative Services at the University Libraries, who presented a white paper on the libraries’ plan for information 
literacy to committee members. He reported that they want to stress information literacy in the next University 
Library Compact, and to capitalize on the World Wide Web in order to extend services beyond the walls of the 
library. Mr. Loring said that an Information Literacy Planning Team was established last fall to work on this issue 
and asked members how they might elevate this important issue and take advantage of programmatic efforts 
currently existing at the University. 

The planning team defines information literacy as competencies at different stages in undergraduate education and 
would like to incorporate this subject into the curriculum because they feel it is an important part of a liberal 
education. He described information literacy as the ability to recognize that one has a need for certain information, 
to be able to know how to find it and critically evaluate it, and use the information correctly. He noted, however, that 
it is not simply knowing how to use e-mail, but rather the development of critical thinking skills. The team would 
like students to be able to differentiate between information given to them by University faculty and questionable 
information available on the Internet.  

Committee members supported the idea of information literacy and recommended that Mr. Loring present these 
ideas to the Senate Committee on Educational Policy (SCEP) and to individual college curriculum committees 
which are charged with making sure that broader issues are addressed in the curriculum. An additional suggestion 
was made to identify this as a goal for students to reach a specific competency in information literacy in the next 
Library Compact.  

PLANS FOR REDESIGN OF LIBRARIES' WEB PAGE. 

Mr. Loring reported that the University Libraries' web page has maintained its current design since the beginning of 
1997; he distributed a handout titled, "Web Design Team Charge." He added that a Web Design Team has been 
assembled to develop new structure and design for the web site to meet the needs of its users. In addition, strong 
consideration in development and implementation in the design will be given to the partnership of the University 
Libraries with, and its relationship to, the MNLink Project and the CIC Virtual Electronic Library. One committee 
member commented that the committee might consider a discussion about whether or not archiving web pages to 
preserve the record of knowledge would be useful.  

MISCELLANEOUS. 



• The Heritage Gallery in the Gateway Building is having a book drive to collect donations of 5,000 books; 
their mission is to create a wall of books consisting only of those about the University of Minnesota.  

• A future agenda item will be a discussion of the Intellectual Property Policy and copyright issues. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30PM. 

  


