
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC)
November 19, 2021
Minutes of the Meeting

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents.

[In these minutes: SSCC Member Updates; SSCC Meeting Time Change for Spring Semester
2022; Initial Discussion on Student Senate Seat Allocation for 2022-23 Academic Year;
Discussion of Docket for December 2, 2021 Student Senate Meeting; Morris Campus Student
Association (MCSA) Resolution on the Native American Promise Plan]

PRESENT:  Sarani Millican (chair), Justin Goetz (vice chair), Nicholas Wallenhorst, Karissa
Grapes, Dylan Young, Gabbie Raymond, Lucas Simpson, Scott Petty

REGRETS: Karen Coenen

ABSENT: Mattea Allert (ranking student senator), Brendan King, Tatianna Enget, Daksha
Gummadi

GUESTS: Julia Scovil, student body president, Morris Campus Student Association (MCSA)

OTHERS: Heather McGinnis, Megan Sweet

Chair Sarani Millican welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves.

1. SSCC Member Updates - Members of the SSCC provided updates from their respective
groups and associations and highlights were as follows:

● Karen Coenen, SSCC representative, Rochester Student Association (RSA), could not
attend the meeting but forwarded the following update via email:

○ As for an update from UMR, we are currently working with city officials to
provide input on the new design of the Chateau Theatre right next to our campus.
This space is being remodeled and we are expressing our support for the remodel
to be something that is inclusive to UMR students. This is in the very early stages
of discussions and we drafted and sent a letter out to the City Council earlier this
month. Additionally, we are still working in RSA to find my replacement by the
spring semester.
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● Dylan Young, SSCC representative, Morris Campus Student Association (MCSA), stated
that MCSA is working on an annual sustainability forum to showcase all the work that
the campus is doing on sustainability.

● Karissa Grapes, SSCC representative, Professional Student Government (PSG), stated
that PSG recently passed an attendance resolution this past week. They are also looking
to host a gala in the spring.

● Nicholas Wallenhorst, SSCC representative, Minnesota Student Association (MSA), said
that MSA has been busy with creating ad-hoc committees on campus safety and raising
the student minimum wage. The MSA Forum has passed a resolution asking the
University to add an environmental justice component to its liberal education
requirements.

● Gabbie Raymond, ex-officio representative, Senate Committee on Student Affairs
(SCSA), announced that the committee recently met to discuss student affairs issues on
the Crookston campus as well as housing costs on the Twin Cities campus. Raymond also
informed the committee that the University of Minnesota Duluth will soon be searching
for a new chancellor as well as a sustainability director for the campus.

● Lucas Simpson, ex-officio representative, Senate Committee on Educational Policy
(SCEP), stated that he was unable to attend last week’s SCEP meeting, but they discussed
the results of the Graduate Student Experience in the Research University (gradSERU)
survey, which included new items related to health and wellness and COVID-19. The
committee also addressed the policy surrounding syllabus requirements.

● Scott Petty, ex-officio representative, Senate Committee on Finance and Planning
(SCFP), stated that the committee learned that the University’s endowment has grown
significantly over the past year or so and is likely in the top ten of universities in the
country. They were also provided an overview on recent real estate acquisitions and
planning. Petty further informed the committee of the recent hiring of a new assistant
chief operating officer and expressed concerns that the hiring process for that position did
not include much student consultation.

2. SSCC Meeting Time Change for Spring Semester 2022 - Millican proposed that for the
spring semester 2022, that SSCC meeting times be changed from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m., to 11:30 a.m.
- 1:00 p.m. She explained that the reason for the change was to better accommodate her and
other members’ academic schedules. Many committee members supported the change, so
Millican noted that the change would be made.

3. Initial Discussion on the Student Senate Seat Allocation for 2022-23 Academic Year -
Chris Kwapick, senate associate, University Senate Office, presented a spreadsheet that outlined
a proposal for Student Senate seat allocation for the 2022-23 academic year. Kwapick indicated
that each year, the fifty seats of the Student Senate must be reallocated by taking into account the
proportional representation of each college. College population numbers are pulled from the fall
enrollment statistics. Most colleges are guaranteed at least one seat on the Student Senate, with
the exception of the Morris and Crookston campuses who are awarded a guarantee of two seats.
Kwapick stated that in order to allocate the seats, an algorithm (similar to the one used to allocate
seats in the U.S. House of Representatives) was utilized and it is one of the duties of the SSCC to
approve the seat allocation for the following year. He noted that the SSCC has the ability to make
changes, as demonstrated in the previous year where one seat from the Duluth College of
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Science and Engineering was redistributed to the Duluth College of Liberal Arts (CLA). In this
proposal, the algorithm called for subtracting one seat from the Duluth campus and adding it to
the Carlson School of Management on the Twin Cities Campus.

Millican open the floor to a discussion on the proposal and highlights were as follows:
● Justin Goetz was in favor of sticking to the algorithm for seat allotment.
● Wallenhorst wants to make sure that the allocation of undergraduate and

graduate-specified seats is proportional to each college’s enrollment.
● Raymond commented that as much as she would like to see more representation on the

Duluth campus, they are having a hard time filling current vacancies.
● Goetz noted that it would be beneficial to add more senators to the senate, but it would

create several logistical issues when considering participation in the University Senate.
● Petty asked if the automatic allotment of two senators to Morris and Crookston was still

appropriate and if other steps could be taken to guarantee more accurate representation.
● Simpson was most supportive of keeping the allocation as close to the proposed

algorithm as possible, but was sympathetic to the notion of creating as much equal
representation as possible.

● Petty questioned whether SSCC members were considered student senators when
considering the 50 elected members.

Millican stated that the committee would revisit this discussion at a future meeting.

4. Morris Campus Student Association (MCSA) Resolution on the Native American
Promise Plan - Millican introduced Julia Scovil, student body president, Morris Campus Student
Association (MCSA), who presented information regarding a recently approved resolution from
MCSA regarding the newly announced Native American Promise Plan. Scovil noted that the
Morris campus has a unique tuition waiver program for Native American students in Minnesota.
She and Young ran for office on a platform to try and expand this program to all system
campuses. A few weeks ago, President Joan Gabel announced that the University would be
forming the Native American Promise Plan which would aim to provide free or reduced tuition
to Native students at the other four campuses.

Scovil and Young noted that while they applauded this program, they saw some deficiencies in
its requirements. Young stated that not only would a student need to show their Native heritage,
but they would also need to meet a certain family income threshold as well as maintain a certain
grade point average. Young further noted that many of the students currently enrolled at Morris
would not qualify for this program under its current requirements. The MSA resolution aims to
ask the administration to loosen several of its requirements to allow better access for Native
students in Minnesota as well as making it easier for Native students from other states to apply as
well. Young added that many tribes were driven from Minnesota and the descendants of those
populations should be given fair consideration as well.

Petty asked if the authors had any information about the budgeting process for the Morris waiver
program. Scovil said she did not have that information but added that the program is a funded
mandate by the state of Minnesota. Scovil further added that they are still meeting with
stakeholders, including Karen Diver, senior advisor to the president for Native American affairs.

3

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13H6hTuqQRmwbvTMsYms3uOlN_UIkVRr2dKTTZvHX64k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13H6hTuqQRmwbvTMsYms3uOlN_UIkVRr2dKTTZvHX64k/edit?usp=sharing


Millican thanked Scovil and Young for their presentation and noted that it was her intent to
include this resolution on the docket for the December 2, 2021 meeting of the Student Senate.

5. Discussion of Docket for December 2, 2021 Student Senate Meeting - Millican provided an
overview of the proposed docket for the December meeting of the Student Senate. She noted that
the committee did not have a quorum so the docket would need to be approved via email in the
coming days.

Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Chris Kwapick
University Senate Office
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