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Do you have a story you would like featured in the Sustainable Agriculture newsletter? 

Send your submission to misamail@umn.edu and we’ll consider adding it to an 
upcoming newsletter. 

 
NEW! Publication from the Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture (MISA): Perennial Fruit: New, 
Unusual, and Unique Crops for Northern Climates.  Lead author: Dr. Thaddeus McCamant, specialty 
crops educator based at Central Lakes College in Staples, MN. Contributing author: Sadie Schroeder, 
then affiliated with Green Lands Blue Waters at the University of Minnesota.  

Perennial Fruit provides commercial fruit growers and home gardeners in Minnesota with the current 
state of knowledge on lesser-known fruits such as aronia, currants, gooseberries, saskatoon, 
chokecherries, honeyberries, elderberries, and more. These are “emerging crops” --  fruit that have little 
or no history of breeding and production research in the United States, but that have potential to 
become valuable commercial crops. 

Most of Minnesota lies within the USDA hardiness zones 3 and 4. Cold winters kill or harm fruit trees 
and branches, while short growing seasons prevent certain crops from properly maturing. In spite of 
these shortcomings, a surprising diversity of new and unusual perennial fruit crops can grow here. A 
major driving force behind the growth in new crops is the recently discovered and rediscovered health 
benefit of berries and other fruit. 

Our current base of knowledge for these emerging crops is extremely small compared to crops like 
apples or strawberries. Most of what we know about emerging crops comes from people who 
experiment in their own yards or farms.  Innovative growers are constantly discovering new varieties or 
developing new ways of growing emerging crops. The economic potential for these crops will increase as 
innovative farmers, food entrepreneurs, and researchers discover or re-learn better ways to plant, 
manage, harvest, process, and market these crops. Investment in an emerging fruit crop could pay good 
dividends down the road.  

Dr. McCamant repeatedly invites readers to experiment with species and varieties, to discover what 
works in their own situation and to engage in selection, breeding and propagation of well-adapted and 
productive plants. He also provides ample advice about potential pitfalls of the various crops. This book 
will provide intrepid would-be fruit farmers with the knowledge base to enable their exploration of the 
potential of emerging fruit crops. 

https://www.misa.umn.edu/NewsandEvents/Newsletters/NewsletterArchive/%0Ain%0Adex.htm
mailto:misamail@umn.edu


Perennial Fruit is fully and freely available online on the MISA website:  
https://www.misa.umn.edu/publications/perennialfruit  

Print copies are softcover, spiral bound with color photos, and available from the MISA office for $20 per 
copy. An order form is available for download on the web page, or contact MISA: misamail@umn.edu, 
612-625-8235, 800-909-6472. 

 

NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVE 

Ron Kroese, Endowed Chair in Agricultural Systems with MISA in 2016-2017, developed this 
oral history archive that documents the development and evolution of public policies to advance 
sustainable and organic agriculture going back to the 1970s.  The women and men whose stories 
were recorded for this archive are among the key leaders and advocates who played significant 
roles in devising and promoting the laws and government programs that continue to undergird 
efforts to achieve a sustainable farming and food system in the United States.  
 
Find links to the oral histories on the MISA website:  
https://www.misa.umn.edu/publications/sustainableagoralhistoryarchive  

The Archive is by no means a complete compilation of all individuals who deserve credit. With 
that understanding, MISA wishes to thank the thousands of people around the country whose 
activism helped achieve the public policy gains that are highlighted in the Archive’s interviews, 
as well as the hundreds of thousands of farmers around the country who continue to demonstrate 
their commitment to sustainable and organic agriculture through their stewardship-based 
practices on the land. 

Major topics covered in the interviews include: 

o A review of the federal policy reforms achieved through the seven Farm Bills 
beginning in the early 1980s, along with recollections of the grassroots campaigns 
through which farmers and other activists advocated for the sustainable 
agriculture and conservation policies that were gained through those Farm Bills; 

o The social and political context surrounding the formation in the early 1980s of 
what became the National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC); 

o The evolution of NSAC from its early days as an informal network of grassroots 
organizations -- most of which were located in the Midwest -- to the more formal 
structure of regional Sustainable Agriculture Working Groups (SAWGs) around 
the country in the 1990s, to the NSAC of today with its 120 organizations from 
throughout the U.S.; 

https://www.misa.umn.edu/publications/perennialfruit
mailto:misamail@umn.edu
https://www.misa.umn.edu/publications/sustainableagoralhistoryarchive
http://sustainableagriculture.net/


o A discussion of where the efforts of sustainable and organic farming advocates 
came up short, as well as an exploration of further policy changes needed to 
advance sustainable agriculture and a healthier food system going forward. 

For more information about the archive, contact: 
Ron Kroese, Garden Avenue Associates, and  
Senior Fellow, Endowed Chair in Agricultural Systems 
rkroese@visi.com 

 

PRODUCE SAFETY TRAINING WORKSHOPS FOR FRUIT AND VEGETABLE GROWERS 

Minnesota produce growers are invited to take a one-day training course to meet the requirements for 
the Produce Safety Rule, which is part of the new federal Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA). Under 
FSMA, fruit and vegetable farmers that grow, pack, harvest and/or hold produce and that do not qualify 
for an exemption or exclusion from the Produce Safety Rule are required to attend this training.  

In addition, any growers interested in learning about produce safety, Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) 
and the FSMA Produce Safety Rule are encouraged to attend and will gain valuable knowledge to help 
them protect their business, help meet market requirements such as a GAP audit, and keep the local 
food supply safe. 

The FSMA Produce Safety Rule Grower Trainings are currently offered at a very low cost for attendees: 
$25, which includes a large binder of resource materials and a certificate of course completion from the 
Association of Food and Drug Officials (AFDO.) Instructors include our own Minnesota farmers, University 
of Minnesota Extension educators, and the MDA Produce Safety Program staff. 

To learn if your farm is covered by the rule, view the Coverage and Exemptions/Exclusions Flow Chart or 
contact the MDA’s Produce Safety Program at 651-539-3648.  

To learn more about  FSMA Grower Trainings visit the FSMA Grower Training page or visit the 
MDA Produce Safety Program’s Online Registration Portal to view and register for upcoming 
trainings. To be notified when new trainings become available please contact 
ProduceSafety.MDA@state.mn.us. 

Training 
Date 

Training Location 

01/09/2019 St. Cloud, MN at Rivers Edge Convention Center * Before the Minnesota Organics Conference 
01/16/2019 St. Cloud, MN at Rivers Edge Convention Center * Before the Minnesota Fruit & Vegetable 

Growers Conference 
01/23/2019 Mankato, MN at Country Inn and Suites 
01/25/2019 Cloquet, MN at Cloquet Forestry Center 
02/06/2019 St. Charles, MN at St. Charles City Hall 
02/20/2019 Andover, MN at Bunker Hills Activity Center 
03/13/2019 Moorhead, MN at Hjemkomst Center 
03/20/2019 Farmington, MN at University of Minnesota Regional Extension Office 

http://misadocuments.info/EndowedChair/endowed.html
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/food-feed/fsma-produce-safety-rule-grower-training-courses
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/UCM472499.pdf
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/node/2816
https://psp.tix.com/Schedule.aspx?OrgNum=5646
mailto:ProduceSafety.MDA@state.mn.us


 

 

 

 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

The winter conference season is upon us! Check out these great learning and networking events around 
Minnesota and neighboring states: 

MN Organic Conference:  Jan. 10-11, 2019. River’s Edge Convention Center, St. Cloud, MN 

https://www.mda.state.mn.us/environment-sustainability/minnesota-organic-conference 

 

Gichi Manidoo Giizis (13 Moons) PowWow: Jan. 12, 2019. Black Bear Casino & Resort, Carlton, 
MN 
http://misadocuments.info/GichiMandiooGiizis2019.pdf  

 

MN Fruit & Vegetable Growers Conference PLUS MN Farmers' Market Association Conference: 
Jan. 17-18, 2019. River’s Edge Convention Center, St. Cloud, MN 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/sfc-dynamic-
content/uploadfiles/4698/2019_Annual_Conference_Agenda_vs_14.pdf 

 

Practical Farmers of Iowa Conference: Jan. 17-19, 2019. Iowa State University, Ames, IA 
https://practicalfarmers.org/events/annual-conference/  
 

Northern Plains Food & Farming Conference: Jan. 24-26, 2019. Fargo, ND 
https://www.npsas.org/npsas-calendar/2019-npsas-winter-conference/  
 

Emerging Farmers Conference, Jan. 25-26, 2019. University of Minnesota St. Paul Campus. 
http://mnfoodassociation.org/about-efc 

 

Wisconsin Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Growers Conference, Jan. 27-29, 2019. Wisconsin Dells, WI 
https://10times.com/wisconsin-fresh-fruit-vegetable-conference 

 

GrassWorks Grazing Conference, Jan. 31-Feb. 2, 2019. Wisconsin Dells, WI 
https://grassworks.org/events/grazing-conference/ 

 

https://www.mda.state.mn.us/environment-sustainability/minnesota-organic-conference
http://misadocuments.info/GichiMandiooGiizis2019.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/sfc-dynamic-content/uploadfiles/4698/2019_Annual_Conference_Agenda_vs_14.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/sfc-dynamic-content/uploadfiles/4698/2019_Annual_Conference_Agenda_vs_14.pdf
https://practicalfarmers.org/events/annual-conference/
https://www.npsas.org/npsas-calendar/2019-npsas-winter-conference/
http://mnfoodassociation.org/about-efc
https://10times.com/wisconsin-fresh-fruit-vegetable-conference
https://grassworks.org/events/grazing-conference/


Wisconsin Organic Vegetable Production Conference, Feb. 1-2, 2019. Alliant Energy Center, 
Madison, WI 
https://fyi.uwex.edu/danecountyag/2019-organic-vegetable-production-conference-2/ 

 

Sustainable Farming Association of MN Conference, Feb. 9, 2019. College of St. Benedict, St. 
Joseph, MN. 
https://www.sfa-mn.org/conference/ 

 

MOSES Organic Farming Conference, Feb. 21-23, 2019. La Crosse, WI 
https://mosesorganic.org/conference/ 

 

SFA Midwest Soil Health Summit, March 12, 2019. Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN 
http://www.sfa-mn.org/midwest-soil-health-summit/ 

 

 

WHAT WE'RE ABOUT . . . 

 This newsletter is supported by the Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture (MISA) - a 
partnership between the Sustainer's Coalition and the University of Minnesota College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS); the University of Minnesota Extension 
Service; the North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
(NCRSARE) Professional Development Program (PDP); and the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture (MDA). 

Send story ideas to MISA, 411 Borlaug Hall, 1991 Upper Buford Circle. St. Paul, MN 55108, 
612- 625-8235, fax (612) 625-1268, e-mail: misamail@umn.edu. Editorial board members: 
Helene Murray, 612-625-0220, hmurray@umn.edu; Beth Nelson, 612-625-
8217, schre002@umn.edu; Jane Jewett, jewet006@umn.edu; and Kate Seager, (612) 625-
8235, kseager@umn.edu. Please send address changes directly to: Kate 
Seager, kseager@umn.edu, MISA, 411 Borlaug Hall, 1991 Buford Circle, St. Paul, MN 55108. 
You can find more University of Minnesota Extension Service educational information 
at www.extension.umn.edu. Also check MISA's home page. 

Our mission statement: To help bring people together to influence the future of agriculture and 
rural communities to achieve socially, environmentally, and economically sustainable farms and 
communities.To stimulate thinking and discussion about sustainability, we try to present items 
that reflect different points of view. This being the case, we aren't promoting and don't 
necessarily agree with everything we publish. 
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