
Social Concerns Committee
September 27, 2021
Minutes of the Meeting

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor
are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents.

[In these minutes: Welcome and Introductions; Committee Orientation; Brainstorm of Topics
for the Year]

PRESENT: Linda Frizzell (chair), Katherine Arnold, Toni Bennett, Mark Collier, Emily Eaton,
Brian Gjerde, Jade Joswick, Kevin Kamau, Jae-Lah Lymon, Jason Meyer, Jonathan Sachs, Molly
Schwartz, Nicole Smiley, Aaron Sojourner, Boris Volkov, Chelsea Williams

REGRETS: Ryan Allen, Meaghan Thul

ABSENT: Abdifatah Ahmed, Maura McGinnity

1. Welcome and Introductions
Professor Linda Frizzell, chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. She called
for a round of introductions, and members complied.

2. Committee Orientation
Next, Amber Bathke, senate associate, University Senate Office, provided an overview of
University Senate governance and an orientation to committee work.

3. Brainstorm of Topics for the Year
Next, Frizzell invited members to suggest topics for committee consideration. Members offered
the following ideas:

● University investments, including transparency
● American Indian relations; invite Karen Diver, senior advisor to the president for Native

American affairs, to visit with the committee
● The University’s energy efficiency; invite Shane Stennes, director of sustainability
● Pipelines
● Campus safety (sexual violence within fraternities, Dinkytown crime, police violence

issues, etc.); invite Matt Clark, University of Minnesota Police Department (UMPD)
chief

● Covid concerns



● University dining; concerns about RFP and selection process; how does the food served
on campus represent the community

● Making Narcan more available, train people how to use it
● Job-quality or responsible contractor standard for contractors and subcontractors

Frizzell thanked members and adjourned the meeting.

Amber Bathke
University Senate Office


