
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC)
August 25, 2021
Minutes of the Meeting

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents.

[In these minutes: Resolution and Discussion on COVID-19 Attestation for Students; Proposed
SELF Loan Rules from the MN Office of Higher Education]

PRESENT:  Sarani Millican (chair), Justin Goetz (vice chair), Brenden King, Nicholas
Wallenhorst, Daksha Gummadi, Dylan Young, Karen Coenen, Karissa Grapes

REGRETS: Mattea Allert (ranking student senator)

ABSENT: None

GUESTS: Rachel Croson, executive vice president and provost; Jill DeBoer, director, Health
Emergency Response Office (HERO); Maggie Towle, senior associate vice president, Office for
Student Affairs (OSA)

OTHERS: Megan Sweet, Scott Petty

Chair Sarani Millican welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves.

1. Resolution and Discussion on COVID-19 Attestation for Students - Millican welcomed
Rachel Croson, executive vice president and provost; Jill DeBoer, director, Health Emergency
Response Office (HERO); and Maggie Towle, senior associate vice president, Office for Student
Affairs (OSA), to discuss the new proposals under the University’s “Get the Vax 2.0” plan.

Croson provided a brief overview of the plan as it pertains to students and indicated that due to
the formal approval by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of the Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine, students would need to start registering their vaccination status with the University
starting Friday, August 27, 2021. She said students will have a six week deadline to upload their
information to their campus’s appropriate health service. If a student has a medical exemption,
they will be required to have a form with their doctor’s signature. If they have a religious
exemption, students will need to fill out a form and have it notarized. If students do not comply
with this requirement, a hold would be placed on their record for registering for spring classes.

Millican asked if remote students would have to comply with the mandate and if students would
be allowed to test for the virus through attestation like faculty and staff. Croson replied that all
students, even remote or international students, will be required to get the vaccine, which could
include a vaccine approved by the World Health Organization overseas. The University will not
be allowing students to show antibody tests and not get vaccinated.
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Brendan King asked if students will be required to get tested when coming back to campus.
Croson indicated that they are encouraging students to be tested according to Minnesota
Department of Health (MDH) guidelines, but not requiring testing. Justin Goetz asked if the
community would be updated about the rate of compliance. Croson replied that stakeholders are
currently discussing that possibility while keeping data privacy in mind. Goetz further asked
what would happen if people lie on the forms. Towle stated that they would look to take an
educational approach to any sort of sanction process and don’t want to be punitive.

Dylan Young asked what students should do if they have lost their vaccination card. DeBoer
replied that students only need to submit their type and date(s) of vaccination(s) and the clinic or
pharmacy where they received their shots would likely have their record. MDH would also be
able to assist in recovering this information. Nicholas Wallenhorst questioned whether the six
week deadline would give students enough time to get their two doses of the vaccine and DeBoer
replied that they felt it was an adequate time frame and several communications and reminders
will be sent.

King inquired about the possibility of an outbreak on campus and if the University would have a
response. DeBoer stated that the University has had these types of plans in place since last fall,
and luckily they were not needed. The University does have capacity for students to quarantine if
necessary.

Millican stated her opinion that it would be more beneficial for students to have the same
attestation process as faculty and staff. Croson reiterated that the University feels the majority of
students will be vaccinated and will only need to follow the MDH guidelines around testing.
Deboer added that MDH has a table for both vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals. Goetz
stated that attestation would be another tool for disclosure of compliance rates which would
make many on campus feel safer. Croson replied that they have reservations about students
completing two processes of both testing and vaccinations.

Scott Petty asked about any plans for breakthrough infections in the long term. Croson
acknowledged that there will never be zero risk of catching COVID-19, even with a highly
vaccinated community. That is part of the reason why the indoor mask mandate is also in place.
The University is also working on other resources like improving HVAC systems to increase
safety in buildings. Petty further inquired about any sort of criteria for going back to fully online
learning as Rice University recently decided to do. Croson added that Rice only went online for
two weeks to start the school year due to an outbreak.

Millican stated that she still had concerns about the equal treatment of students versus faculty
and staff and presented a resolution on COVID-19 attestation for students. She indicated that she
was worried that a hold on a student’s record could be more harmful than anticipated and wanted
to make sure that students were protected through this process. Millican made edits to the
resolution in the meeting. Goetz moved to adopt the resolution on behalf of the Student Senate
and King seconded the motion. Hearing no further discussion, a vote was taken, and the motion
prevailed.
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/testrecs.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15YMLxb7Qr7_bXOyQPLX5ccFWOPoLe9fPq5Ej2QATQzM/edit?usp=sharing


2. Proposed SELF Loan Rules from the MN Office of Higher Education - Millican indicated
that the rules surrounding the SELF Loan program from the Minnesota Office of Higher
Education are up for review. She encouraged members to review and comment on the proposed
changes prior to them going into effect in September. Relevant documents are as follows:

● Dual Notice - provides an overview of the intent of the proposed rules and information on
how to provide comments and the deadline for doing so.

● Proposed Rules Relating to Supplemental Student Loans - highlights added and deleted
language and repealed subparts.

● Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR) - provides justification for the
proposed changes.

Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Chris Kwapick
University Senate Office
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16idW-T7yyX1F6PjrLYaP_N3X2ALUj863/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16idW-T7yyX1F6PjrLYaP_N3X2ALUj863/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2-g2DTjHUf34dI0za0YPnFfGJw1gMPy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2-g2DTjHUf34dI0za0YPnFfGJw1gMPy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nZQ43Q1N8PM53jUr318mCdzVNM12yeVM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nZQ43Q1N8PM53jUr318mCdzVNM12yeVM/view?usp=sharing

