
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC)
August 16, 2021
Minutes of the Meeting

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents.

[In these minutes: Discussion of New University COVID-19 Policies; Other Business]

PRESENT:  Sarani Millican (chair), Justin Goetz (vice chair), Mattea Allert (ranking student
senator), Brendan King, Nicholas Wallenhorst

REGRETS: Daksha Gummadi, Dylan Young, Karen Coenen

ABSENT: None

GUESTS: None

OTHERS: Megan Sweet, Scott Petty

Chair Sarani Millican welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves.

1. Discussion of New University COVID-19 Policies - Millican explained that she called this
special meeting in order to disseminate and discuss the proposed changes to University policy as
it pertains to the COVID-19 pandemic. Millican explained that as part of the University’s “Get
the Vax 2.0” plan, upon formal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval of any
COVID-19 vaccine (anticipated in the coming weeks), the University will add the COVID-19
vaccine to those immunizations already required for students, with appropriate exemptions.
Additionally, faculty and staff will be required to confirm through an online attestation that:

● They are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and that they will get tested if they are
exposed to someone who has COVID or if they experience symptoms; or

● If they have not yet received a COVID-19 vaccination, that they are testing via a means
and frequency to be determined, testing if they experience symptoms, and testing if they
have been exposed to someone with COVID-19; and

● If they receive a positive test result for COVID-19, they will follow CDC guidance,
including isolating and participating in contact tracing efforts, and in return to work.

Millican also indicated that there would be a town hall meeting, hosted by the Office of the
President and the Senate Consultative Committee, on these proposed policies on Wednesday,
August 18, 2021. She then opened the floor to discussion and comments and questions were as
follows:

● Mattea Allert asked for clarification on penalties for non-compliance for students.
Millican replied that it is her understanding that penalties would be applied similarly to
the processes of other vaccinations where students would have a registration hold placed
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on their records for the spring semester. She further stated that further information should
be disclosed at the upcoming town hall meeting.

● Millican said that it is her understanding that students would have six weeks from FDA
approval to submit their information. She thought it would be helpful to extend that
deadline to eight weeks. Furthermore, she believed that the attestation process afforded to
faculty and staff should be extended to the students as well, perhaps as opposed to the
vaccination mandate.

● Nicholas Wallenhorst commented that additional testing resources and information
should be shared with students.

● Allert expressed concerns over whether the holds on records could have a negative
impact on a student’s employment and financial aid.

● Millican explained that international students would be in compliance with the mandate if
they have received a World Health Organization (WHO) approved vaccine.

● Brendan King had concerns about the potential for “booster” vaccinations and how that
would impact the plan. Millican said she shares these concerns and that as of right now,
there is little consensus for booster shots for the general public.

● Allert asked if questions would be taken live at the town hall. Megan Sweet indicated that
questions should be sent ahead of time as many people will have similar questions and
they will try to combine as many as possible.

Millican said that she intends to hold the administration to their word that further consultation
would occur in regard to this plan. She said that there is a possibility that the SSCC could form a
resolution on the matter and she would keep committee members informed.

2. Other Business - Millican announced that feedback is currently being collected on the
proposed changes to the administrative policy: Individual Conflicts of Interest and Standards
Governing Relationships with Business Entities and everyone is encouraged to provide
comments. She also stated that planning is ongoing for the Student Senate retreat. She stated that
since the committee was having trouble identifying a diversity, equity, and inclusion trainer for
the retreat, they are now most likely going to hold a special meeting of the senate instead in order
to further discuss the new COVID-19 policies. Allert and King endorsed that idea.

Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Chris Kwapick
University Senate Office
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https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-vaccines?topicsurvey=v8kj13)&gclid=CjwKCAjwmeiIBhA6EiwA-uaeFaWYT-WSnJgqczhQC5vf-rIt8gGqjieEki20d0Iq1DitDPCwK1yuPBoC6ZMQAvD_BwE
https://policy.umn.edu/operations/conflictinterest
https://policy.umn.edu/operations/conflictinterest

