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A Message from the WLC Department Head

When I took over as Department Head in January 2020, I could have
never imagined the challenges brought on by the pandemic that my
colleagues, myself, and our students would face later in the semester.
As I write this message in the summer of 2020, I reflect on these past
months for the Department of World Languages and Cultures (WLC).
Even though there were difficult moments and seemingly insuperable
obstacles to overcome, the optimism and resiliency of WLC’s students
and faculty shape how WLC begins this new academic year. We
welcome students into our classes. Whether in a blended format or
virtually, WLC is committed to offering engaging and transformative
pedagogy in Cultural Entrepreneurship and in Chinese, French,
German, and Spanish languages and cultures.

https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/xQlAcUC?mode=preview&source_id=f0f75110-24ef-46d2-af56-5f9469c4a739&source_type=em&c=
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/fund.html?id=5678
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-cultures
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Our core value remains the same: language and culture learning
must be an integral part of one’s personal and academic
formation. We believe that learning to communicate in a language
other than English and deepening one’s understanding of cultures in
the US and abroad strengthens one’s interpersonal skills and
dedication to inclusion and social justice. We help our students
strengthen their growth mindsets and deepen their knowledge of
creative economies and social movements. These essential skills open
up the world in unexpectedly beautiful ways.

WLC courses complement ANY other major that you are pursuing
at UMD. WLC offers majors and minors in Chinese, French, German,
and Spanish, and a major in Cultural Entrepreneurship
(CUE). ACTFL's recent report states that 9 out of 10 U.S. employers
rely on employees with language skills other than English
(https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/). Similarly, according to World Economic Forum’s recent report on
entrepreneurship, so-called problems should be understood as opportunities and the individual entrepreneurial
mindset should be nurtured. In WLC, we help students not only to reach language proficiency goals, but also to
develop a creative mindset for solutions to make our communities, locally and globally, thriving places. 

I would love to connect with you. Please email me at jnbrady@d.umn.edu.

Kind wishes,
Jennifer Brady

WLC Welcomes Students to Fall 2020

Additional benefits of learning another
language other than English:

 Enhanced problem solving skills

WLC professors help students to
develop an entrepreneurial
mindset and become globally
engaged citizens through
learning language, culture and
entrepreneurship.

Learn More about WLC

https://cla.d.umn.edu/faculty-staff/jennifer-brady
https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/MakingLanguagesOurBusiness_FullReport.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zNlOU8seqScMteZ1JszB7uW7bQE5SwkLmMeErzOS7zUWaMh_L2mTu6bS9jowl7sM0c-W2j_wDVOAkbHujxMOgrbesYfAySIY-aGubhY0Ya8k54r2E4pB74flxCpnWmiCA5lBgIjHcTuMlvjYlJzQK07wWzvRxVIlY6K9o1BG4ad4SJszxjG4nKr5q7jCF0YdvQCibX1j8tqT4pE1Fc5XDg==&c=&ch=
mailto:jnbrady@d.umn.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7mR3IW5V7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7mR3IW5V7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7mR3IW5V7Q
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages


10/14/2020 Constant Contact

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list 3/10

Improved verbal and spatial abilities
Improved memory function (long &
short-term)
Enhanced flexible and creative thinking
Understanding of cultures in the US and
in the world

Study Abroad Opportunities with WLC Faculty

A group of WLC students at the Temple of Heaven in Beijing, China

WLC believes in the transformative
value of studying abroad and we
encourage students to study abroad by
offering a variety of programs around the
world. You can choose to study abroad
for one month in the summer, a
semester, or even an entire year. You
can also choose to participate in a WLC
faculty-led program or go on your own
through a provider like API. Most
importantly, WLC wants study abroad
programs to be accessible to all
students. We provide many scholarship
opportunities that can help get you on
your way.

WLC Study Abroad Programs
May & June 2021

Language & Culture in China
(Shanghai, Hangzhou, Suzhou, Xi’an,
and Beijing) 6 cr. in English

 
Spanish Language & Culture
(Salamanca, Spain) 6 cr. in Spanish

Spanish Language & Culture for
Business

(Salamanca, Spain) 6 cr. in English

Spanish Language & Culture for
Health & Sciences

(Salamanca, Spain) 6 cr. in English

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPoHNuzfMxk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=detJ9HUSAY0
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=13761
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=13761
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=13761
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=13761
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=13765
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=42856
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=13765
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=42857
https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=13765
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Learn More About Study Abroad Programs

Fall of the Berlin Wall
30th Anniversary: Remembering everyday life in the GDR

ABOVE: Students cooking Soljanka, an East German
stew

To commemorate the 30th anniversary of
the fall of the Berlin Wall in November
2019, Dr. Holly Brining created a week of
events for students and community
members that focused on remembering
everyday life in the former East
Germany, the German Democratic
Republic (GDR). Students were able to
showcase and expand what they learned
in class. Highlights of the week included
a cooking night at the Duluth Folk
School, where participants cooked a
typical East German meal and then
gathered around a communal table to
eat and learn about GDR cuisine. UMD
Art Historian Dr. Sara Blaylock
addressed everyday photography in her
presentation “The Subject Who Knows:
Photographers and the Photographed in
the Late East Germany.” A free film
showing and discussion of Die Legende
von Paul und Paula, a 1973 cult-classic
from the GDR, ended the week. Our
German Studies program integrates
curricular and co-curricular learning, has
students engage with the same topic
across different levels of the curriculum
to promote deeper discussion around a
topic, and brings opportunity for learning
and connection to the wider community.
We’re grateful for all the ways our
students, colleagues, and community
partners worked to make this a
memorable week.

Mapping Duluth's Creative Economy
CUE Story Map Project

https://cla.d.umn.edu/students/study-abroad/short-term-programs
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Over the course of a
semester, Cultural
Entrepreneurship
(CUE) students
designed and
produced an
interactive narrative
digital map using
ESRI's Story Map
tool. Researching the

history, culture, natural and built environments in Duluth, students developed
stories of local cultural enterprises and places to convey their contribution to
the overall well-being of the community.

Students in the program consistently experience five pedagogical tenets. The
courses offer a blend of theory and practical applications, often as community-
engaged projects, such as the Story Map. The projects are an opportunity to
individualize and personalize the learning with the help of faculty and advisors.
The classroom environment is flipped where students are learning with and
from their peers. These approaches facilitate progressive development of the
knowledge, skill sets and mindsets necessary to be an effective participant in
the creative economy.

Check out the Story Map

Learn more about the CUE program

Study Abroad Shapes Who You Are

In the Summer of 2018, I studied abroad in Salamanca, Spain for two months. It
was a transformative learning experience and everything that I was looking for.

https://umn.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=968f0142190d40a3a8079b96b841c274
https://umn.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=968f0142190d40a3a8079b96b841c274
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-cultures/cue
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Samantha Kaiser poses in
front of the old cathedral in
Salamanca, Spain

In 2020, I published the book I wrote about the experience: Become A Better
You Abroad: Ditch Your Comfort Zone for Self Growth Through the Ten
Skills You'll Gain by Studying Abroad is about the ten skills you gain by
studying abroad. Studying abroad is a challenging experience, but most
definitely worth it. You learn how to be brave, mindful, resilient, a leader, and so
much more.
 
I want to continue to get the word out there about the book in hopes others will
want to study abroad too. And, now that I know I can write a book, it won't be
the last! Please check out my book on Amazon.

I'm planning on attending American University in Washington DC in Fall 2020 to
pursue a Masters in Intercultural and International Communications. It is my
dream to work at an embassy in Latin America and advocate for human rights.
I'm hoping to study abroad next Spring in Peru! I loved it so much the first time, I
decided I definitely would like to go again! Overall, studying abroad has been
the greatest opportunity in my life. It has taught me so much, and that I'm
capable of anything! It has opened doors that I didn't know existed, and I'm so
thankful for all of the lessons that it has taught me.

-WLC Alumna, Samantha Kaiser
 

News from WLC Alumni

Studying Spanish at UMD was a great decision and has helped me
tremendously. My goal is to practice in Immigration Law once I finish law
school and a lot of immigrants that are in need of services in the Twin
Cities speak Spanish. Being able to speak Spanish has helped me get
jobs, field placements, and projects in Immigration Law. There are so
many ways that a second language can be a useful skill to have in the
real world. While not every person is going to use a second language
often, there are plenty of opportunities for second language speakers to
serve the broader community and help others. It also can be a good
marketable skill for job hunting. My time at UMD has helped me get
closer to that goal because of the amazing support I received from the
professors and students there. Without the support of my professors, I
would not have gotten into the University of Minnesota Law School,
where I have been to have such incredible hands out experiences with
the law and public service.

--WLC Alumna, Cayli Posch

Cayli Posch, WLC Spanish Alumna

WLC Students Teach Chinese to Elementary Students

 WLC Chinese Area Studies (CAS) students are active in promoting the
Chinese language and culture in the Duluth Public School District. In

https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
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2019-2020, two CAS majors worked as interns to teach Chinese at Laura
MacArthur Elementary School. Amy Hansen and Lai Xin Stoewer taught
around 20 students from grades K-6. The interns taught in creative ways,
guiding learners in learning through doing. Together, they made fans,
paper lanterns, paper cutting and Peking Opera masks. When students
were making opera masks, the interns taught colors in Chinese and their
meaning. For example, the color red in Peking Opera means courage and
loyalty. The interns were proud to see that, after teaching for months,
students were able to understand and answer questions in Mandarin.
They could even speak Chinese in front of a big group!

The interns combined what they had learned in CAS courses here at
UMD and their personal experience in teaching Chinese language,
traditions, and cultures. They learned to adapt and the internship brought
them a whole new sense of dedication and love for learning. Professor
Weiqing Zhang from WLC made this happen in collaboration with Duluth
Public School District.

ABOVE: Cultural Night at Laura
MacArthur Elementary School;
BELOW: Amy Hansen and
Chinese-language and culture
learners

A WLC Student's Interdisciplinary Journey

Language connects us. Art connects us.

Like most students, Jenessa Iverson was juggling multiple projects at the
end of the spring semester 2020. Jenessa is a UMD senior majoring in
Hispanic Studies and Musical Theatre. With classes taking place
remotely, she was working alone at home. For a Latin American culture
class, she was writing an article about women in Venezuela. For a
Physical Theatre class, she was writing a script for a performance piece.
Inspired by what she was learning for her Spanish class, Jenessa created
her performance piece about women’s reproductive rights.

In addition to Spanish, Jenessa also speaks German, having spent a year
in Germany before coming to UMD. “I haven't taken any German at UMD,
ironically, although I have been a part of the German Club’s
‘Kaffestunden’ and ‘Stammtische’ to maintain my German.” Jenessa
decided to write her script in three languages, Spanish, German and
English, but they are not simple translations of the same script. “All three
sort of deal with the same issue but from a different perspective.”

With the College of Liberal Arts and the School of Fine Arts merging into
one college this summer, Jenessa sees a logical connection. “I think SFA

ABOVE: Jenessa Iverson, double
major in Spanish Studies and
Musical Theatre

For a more detailed ar�cle and a link

to Jenessa’s performance video, visit

the WLC website.

Visit WLC Website

https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/news-and-events.
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shares a lot more in common with CLA than people realize,” she says.
“It’s really easy to view the ‘arts’ as one type of thing—a painting, a play,
a piece of music. But ‘art’ encompasses so much more than that. It’s a
reflection of a world, an idea, a love, or a culture. There’s a reason we
say language ‘arts,’ because language, in essence, is art. Each person’s
unique language is an expression of themselves—an artistic expression.
Language connects us. Art connects us.”

Meet WLC Faculty

Andrew Snustad celebrates 15 years of teaching at UMD!

It is an honor to be celebrating 15 years of being part of the Department
of World Languages and Cultures at UMD. As an instructor of Spanish, I
strive to share my enthusiasm about the discoveries that I have
encountered while learning Spanish using evolving communicative
strategies to develop language proficiency and cultural competency that
will guide students through potential moments of frustration and closer to
moments of their own learning that will fuel a life-long interest in learning
about Spanish-speaking communities. I have been fortunate to work with
many outstanding students and I look forward to meeting new ones in the
future.

--Andrew Snustad, Instructor of Spanish

Andrew Snustad,
Spanish Studies

Dana Lindaman publishes about police violence

Professor Dana Lindaman, Associate Professor of French Studies
collaborated with Dr. Ryuta Nakajima, Associate Professor Art and
Design to draw attention to aspects of systemic racism in Minnesota
following the death of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis
police. Lindaman recently co-authored an article with Jerome Viala-
Gaudefroy titled "Police violence in the United States: What lies behind
the 'bad apples' narrative," published in The Conversations on June 4,
2020. In the article, Lindaman and Viala use a cultural-anthropological
approach to deconstruct the way that language was being used to shift
the blame from a system onto individuals in the death of George Floyd.
The article was also published as a leading article in the highly circulated
Asahi Newspaper on June 26, 2020.

Meet More WLC Faculty Members

Dr. Dana Lindaman,
French Studies

Highlighted WLC Course Offerings

CHIN 3030: Chinese Cinema (taught in English)

https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
https://cla-d-d8.dev.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-cultures/facultystaff
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue


10/14/2020 Constant Contact

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list 9/10

CHIN 3043: Chinese Culture (Lib Ed Humanities and Global Perspectives)
CUE 3101: Introduction to Design Thinking
CUE 3001/3002: Cultural Entrepreneurship I / II
FR 3550: The History of Paris: Evolution and Revolution (Lib Ed
Humanities, taught in English)
GER 3601: German Studies I: Knights to Nationalisms 
SPAN 3020: Advanced Spanish for Business

Learn More about WLC Classes

Photos from WLC Professors and Students

ABOVE: El quitasol. By Francisco
de Goya y Lucientes (1746-1828,
Spanish)

 ABOVE: CUE Story Map Project

RIGHT: Lai Xin Stoewer connects
with elementary students

ABOVE: Confinement during
Coronavirus has sparked
creativity and has provided an
opportunity to honor artists.

ABOVE: Students from Chinese
Classes celebrated the Moon
Festival

ABOVE: Study Abroad in Xi'an
China

University of Minnesota Duluth
Department of World Languages & Cultures

494 Humanities 1201 Ordean Court
Duluth, MN 55812

Phone: (218) 726-7591

Contact Us

              

https://umnduluth-ieo.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgramAngular&id=42857
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures/cue
mailto:umdwlc@d.umn.edu
https://www.facebook.com/UMDWLC/
https://twitter.com/UMDCUE
https://www.instagram.com/cueumd/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4726013/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtQZbOoWoBc2tkTHoGVyLoA
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