
    

 

WLC students pose for a photo in front of Sanssouci Palace in Potsdam, Germany.  

Academic year  
2017 –2018 

Our department has a new name!      
The Department of world languages and cultures (WLC) reflects the variety of 
cultural products, practices, and perspectives that students will experience in 
our classes. We are committed to continuing to connect with our students and 
to help them become engaged citizens of the world. 

NEWS FROM WLC 
 
A change of name is the perfect time to reflect on the 
past, present, and future of the Department of World 
Languages and Cultures (WLC) at UMD. Our 
department has always offered coursework in languages 
and cultures. Currently, WLC houses six programs: 
Chinese Area Studies, Cultural Entrepreneurship, French 
Studies, German Studies, Hispanic Studies, and Latin 
American Studies. Our faculty are experts in a variety of 
areas, including language instruction, creative 
economies, contemporary cultures, and more. We offer 
a wide-range of courses. Our curriculum is comprised of 
language coursework; classes on film, literatures, and 
sociocultural movements in communities where our 
languages are spoken; and design thinking and creative 
problem solving. WLC classes—and our extracurricular 
events—offer dynamic spaces where students are 
encouraged to be creative and to take calculated risks.  

A Sample of SPRING 2018 Courses Offered in WLC 
• All levels of language courses in Chinese, French, German, and Spanish 
• Globalization and Sustainability in Latin America (SPAN 2550) 
• Managing Cultural Organizations (CUE 4002) 
• French Cinema (FR 2315) 
• Aspects of Chinese Cultures: Interface between Traditions and Contemporary Values (CHIN 3042) 
• Contemporary Literature and Culture of Spain (SPAN 4027) 
• German Studies II: From the Rise of the Reich to the Fall of the Wall (GER 3602) 

 

Department of World 
Languages & Cultures 

• Chinese Area Studies 
• Cultural Entrepreneurship  
• French Studies  
• German Studies 
• Hispanic Studies 
• Latin American Studies 

 

What WLC classes 

will you take? 
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 IN THEIR OWN WORDS. . . 
 

WLC STUDENTS WHO HAVE STUDIED 
ABROAD SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES 
 

 
Rachel Kadlec: Viña del Mar, Chile 
 

 
My self-confidence has risen so significantly from learning a 
language at UMD. I am now in my senior year, spending a semester 
in Chile, utilizing and enhancing my skills in Spanish, global 
citizenship, and ability to adapt in order to experience living in 
Latin America firsthand. Learning about a language and cultures 
different than my own really helped me to understand the world 
through many perspectives and, ultimately, eliminate the fear of the 
unknown! I look forward to teaching my future students the 
amazing benefits of learning Spanish and expanding their cultural 
knowledge. 
  

 
Rachel Brinkman: Salamanca, Spain 
 

 
I decided to double major in Hispanic Studies and Electrical 
Engineering at UMD because I believe my two specialties 
complement one another and open doors for me on a global level. 
In addition to language, I have learned history, architecture, . . . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
literature, art, culture, gastronomy, and cinema. The students and 
faculty in this program are like a family, and the professors are 
among the most intellectual and kindest people that I know. 
Studying abroad at the University of Salamanca was a challenging 
and rewarding experience, full of academic and personal growth. I 
witnessed flamenco dancing in Andalusia, visited countless 
cathedrals across the country, and studied the history of women in 
the Second Spanish Republic. Following my study abroad, I have 
already returned to Spain, seeing La Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, 
Picasso's “Guernica” painting in Madrid, and the Roman Acqueduct 
of Segovia. My degree has allowed me to travel the world and 
connect with people from numerous countries, opening my eyes to 
new ideas, cultures, and lifestyles. I chose not to limit myself to 
one subject and my skills have multiplied in ways I never could have 
imagined. 
 

 
Madelaine Sinclair: Berlin, Germany 
 

 
Being a student of language has taught me to look for a different 
perspective. I enjoy learning about other cultures and other ways of 
thinking almost as much as I love getting to travel and experience 
them for myself. I think language and culture studies trains students 
to think about things in a very different manner than what they're 
used to. My time as a German Studies student at UMD has allowed 
me to think about topics I'm interested in and passionate about and 
gain a deeper understanding. I am interested in sustainability and 
the Energy Transition in Germany. These interests have an origin 
independent from German Studies but it has been so interesting to 
see my interests directly relate and be an opportunity to apply my 
language studies. I believe learning a language isn't possible without 
learning it in the context of its culture. 
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WLC STUDENTS GAIN CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING  
AND LANGUAGE SKILLS IN CHINA 
 

During summer 2017, WLC organized the Language and Culture in China (study abroad) program led by Dr. Weiqing Zhang. 

Fourteen UMD students joined the group and travelled to Shanghai, Suzhou, Hangzhou, Qingdao, and Beijing for six weeks. There, 

they explored the cities, learned the Chinese language, experienced the culture, tasted the local food, and built connections with 

college students in Qingdao and Beijing. By working with Chinese students on projects and mingling with new friends, participants 

expanded their understanding of cultures and interpersonal knowledge. They also witnessed with amazement the fast development 

of this old, and yet vigorous, country. To most participants, this is a life-changing experience that will be long remembered.  
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Sustainability in German-speaking 
Cultures 
German Studies has introduced a new course beginning in 
Fall 2017 developed and taught by Dr. Daniel Nolan. 
Sustainability in German-speaking Cultures engages 
students by exploring lessons learned from German-
speaking countries and their approaches to sustainability. 
Students in this class will have the opportunity to 
familiarize themselves with the German discourse on 
sustainability and relevant vocabulary, learn how policy 
making in German-speaking countries balances the interests 
of several stakeholders, and reflect on the larger cultural 
background of valuable sustainable practices. It counts for 
both the German Studies Major and Minor and for the 
Sustainability category of the Liberal Education Program. 
And it’s taught in German, natürlich! 
 

Study German Language and Culture in 
Germany 
Recruiting is underway for our May Term 2018 study abroad 
course led by Drs. Kristen Hylenski and Holly Brining. 
Immersed in the language and with the city of Berlin as our 
classroom, students explore German culture through 
excursions and site-specific projects that concentrate on 
Berlin’s historical importance, as well as on its present status 
as a vibrant, cosmopolitan capital city. 
 

Study Spanish Language and Culture in 
Spain 
Dr. Milagros Gómez and Prof. Andrew Snustad will lead the 
four-week six-credit study abroad program for UMD 
Hispanic Studies students in June 2018. Consider studying at 
one of Spain’s oldest universities and in the medieval city of 
Salamanca. Students live with Salamanca families and 
participate in excursions to other parts of Spain, including 
Sevilla, Granada, Toledo, Segovia, and more. 
 

Want more info? 
Meet with the study abroad program leaders (4th floor of 
Humanities) and stop by UMD’s Study Abroad Office (Kirby 
Plaza 138).  
 

 

Innovations in WLC 
• We offer credit-bearing internships in Spanish and 

Chinese Studies. Contact Drs. Jennifer Gómez 
Menjívar, Maureen Tobin Stanley, or Weiqing 
Zhang for more information. 

• We will be offering a new course in Spanish in 
2018–19: Advanced Spanish for Business. Contact 
Dr. Jennifer Brady for more information. 

• We are offering an exciting series of career 
workshops for WLC students. Check our Facebook 
page (UMD Department of World Languages and 
Cultures) and website for more information. 

Weiqing (Vikki) Huang (pictured right) 
studies Hispanic Studies here at UMD. She participated in 
the Student Projects for Amity Among Nations led by Dr. 
Dana Lindaman to Morocco in the Summer of 2017. We 
asked her, “How has studying Spanish enhanced your 
personal and academic life?” She told us: 
 
When I walked in my first Spanish class here at 
UMD, I did not even know “Hello” in Spanish. After 
two years of study in the program, I made friends 
from Columbia, Mexico, and Spain, and even talked 
with a stranger from Argentina on my flight to China. 
The Hispanic Studies program not only taught me 
Spanish language, but also gave me opportunities to 
know Latino and Hispanic cultures and histories. I 
feel very lucky to be in the program, to have my 
Spanish journey with my professors and classmates. 
  

WLC Faculty and Staff congratulate Dr. Milan 
Kovacovic on his upcoming retirement! Dr. Kovacovic 
(Associate Professor of French) has been an important faculty 
member of WLC for over forty years. We wish him all the 
best in retirement and thank him for being a great colleague.  



 

 

 

	

	

DOUBLING UP ON MAJORS IN WLC HELPS 
STUDENT DOUBLE DOWN ON HER FUTURE 
CAREER 
Makaila England has always wanted to learn more about the world. 
Double majoring in Cultural Entrepreneurship (CUE) and Hispanic 
Studies coupled with her experience abroad in Spain prepares her 
for her future. 

What are your fields of study here at UMD? Cultural Entrepreneurship (BA),  
Hispanic Studies (BA), and a minor in Psychology 
 

What inspired you to study Spanish and CUE? I knew I was too restless to stay  
at home. Ever since I met a good friend of mine that traveled to Central 
America, I had been jealous of him. He told me about his adventures, the 
food, the people he met, and it all seemed something I wanted. Learning 
and traveling is contagious. I fell in love with Spanish and knew it would be 
part of my career along with CUE. 
 

What courses have you taken in the Department of World Languages and 
Cultures at UMD? I have taken various courses ranging from Intermediate Spanish  

my freshman year to contemporary Spain and CUE courses. 
 

What has been your favorite part of coursework in Spanish and CUE here 
at UMD? I guess my favorite part of coursework has always been seeing my growth  

throughout the years because I remember I cried my freshman year 
because I felt like I was so horrible at Spanish. Now I feel 100% confident. 
 

Describe your experience of studying and living abroad. Sevilla, Spain is my  
second home. Living abroad is a new life and I took advantage of every 
second. I  love my host family in Sevilla: Silvia García-Donas Villamarín, 
Javier Castellano, Pablo Castellono, Tía Dolores, Pablete, Javier (padre). . 
. . The people are what made me fall in love with Sevilla. My host family 
took me in and taught me everything I know about Spanish and Spain. 
Javier, my host father, would always help me learn geography, and history. 
Silvia, my Spanish madre, is an angel. She treats me like her own child and 
I've never met anyone as happy and confident in my life. We did 
everything together from going to the gym, eating tapas, visiting her aunts, 
and spending a day at the beach. I miss it so much. It was the best 
experience of my life. Not only was my family so welcoming and loving, 
but the whole city has a charisma like no other. 

 

What are your future plans? I look forward to graduating in 2018 and moving  
back to Sevilla to open an English academy with the help of my family and 
friends.  

ABOVE: WLC Student Makaila 
England celebrates Feria in Sevilla, 
Spain. BELOW: Students and co-
leaders celebrate the conclusion of the 
academic study abroad program in the 
Plaza Mayor in Salamanca, Spain. 

• Where can language and cultural understanding take YOU?  
• What are your future goals?  
• How can what you do NOW at UMD help shape your FUTURE? 

 
Talk to any WLC Faculty about how language and cultural study can 
enhance your experience now and in the future. Visit 
https://cla.d.umn.edu/departments/world-languages-and-cultures 



 

 

FACULTY	PUBLICATIONS	

Forthcoming	 in	 2018:	 Tropical Tongues: Language Ideologies, Endangerment, and Minority Languages in 
Belize (Studies in Latin America) by Jennifer Gómez Menjívar and William Salmon	

Tropical	Tongues:	Language	Ideologies,	Endangerment,	and	Minority	Languages	in	Belize	examines	the	precarious	state	
of	languages	in	coastal	Belize.	In	the	period	following	the	country's	independence	in	1981,	Kriol	has	risen	to	the	level	of	a	
national	 language.	While	 the	prestige	 enjoyed	by	 English	 and	 Spanish	 is	 indisputable,	 a	 range	of	 historical	 and	 socio-
economic	 developments	 has	 given	 Kriol	 an	 elevated	 status	 in	 the	 coastal	 districts	 at	 the	 potential	 expense	 of	 more	
vulnerable	minority	languages	also	spoken	there.	Using	fieldwork,	ethnographic	observations,	interviews,	and	surveys	of	
language	attitudes	and	use,	Gómez	Menjívar	and	Salmon	show	the	attenuation	of	Mopan	and	Garifuna	alongside	 the	
stigmatized	 yet	 robust	 Kriol	 language.	 Language	 endangerment	 studies	 generally	 focus	 on	 the	 loss	 of	 a	 minority	
language	to	a	European	language.	Tropical	Tongues	presents	a	fresh	perspective	on	language	shift	and	loss	by	examining	
how	large-scale	economic	restructuring	can	unsettle	relationships	among	minority	languages.		
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