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What's new?
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Friday.
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New Major

Beginning in fall 2018 the department began offering two
new degrees: a Bachelor of Science in GIS and a Bachelor of
Arts in Environment, Sustainability & Geography (ESG). The
BS in GIS is slightly larger in terms of credits than the
existing major, and provides a greater degree of
understanding of the technology that employers are
requiring from GIS professionals. The BA in ESG will be 41-42
credits and will offer three different focus areas:
Environment & Sustainability, Urban and Regional Studies
and Geography. We realize this is a big change and we have
not made these changes lightly, however there are a lot of
advantages to this new arrangement of degrees.

Third, students will still be able to specialize in Environment
& Sustainability, Urban and Regional Studies or Geography.
In making these changes we have designed a smaller major,
in terms of credits, that will continue to provide students
with a strong background in their chosen focus area: the ES
program grounds students in the grand challenges of food,
energy and water sustainability, the URS program remains
very similar to the previous program, and the geography
program requires students to take classes in each of the
important themes within the disciplines: human geography,
physical geography and human-environment interaction.

First, all students in ESG will take a strong core of classes that
will prepare them to create sustainable communities for
present and future generations. This core provides students
with the tools to understand the physical and social systems
of the earth, in order to become informed change makers
locally and globally. This core includes GEOG 1414 Physical
Environment, GEOG 1205 Our Globalizing World (a new
course), and ES 2005 The Environment & Sustainability. This
class explores how sustainability can be achieved in different
contexts. Students will also take GIS 2552 Mapping our World
which helps students develop the skills to analyze and use
spatial data; and ES 4612 Field Techniques and Research
Design, a new mixed-methods research class. In addition, all
students will continue to do internships and take advantage of
the department’s deep connection to the local Duluth
community.

Lastly, this change will make our department stronger. The
faculty has worked very hard on this change and we feel
strongly that this new major will preserve what is excellent
about our existing programs while adding new advantages.
Second, this major, which requires fewer credits, will allow
GIS 2552 Mapping our World and ES 4612 Field Techniques
students to easily double major. Students will be able to choose
and Research Design are new courses specifically designed
a strong complimentary major / minor to provide them with the
for our students. In addition, each focus area has a capstone
skills to become the change-maker they desire to be. Majors /
class that will bring seniors within that track together to
minors in Biology, Environmental Sciences, Political Science and
review what they have learned and begin the conversation
Sociology and of course GIS will all be strong choices, and we
about how they will take what they have learned in college
are working with other departments to ensure that these
and start applying this knowledge in the real world.
combinations will work.
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Merger with Philosophy
Starting fall 2018 the Program in Geography is now one half of the Department of Geography & Philosophy. This
grouping links together faculty members in philosophy with faculty members in geography along with our wonderful
administrative director, Bridget Park. This change is part of a larger process within the College of Liberal Arts to create
a fewer number of departments. The new departmental arrangement will not affect our curriculum -- our faculty will
continue to teach our classes -- it is primarily a different administrative and budgeting structure.

Land Lab
The UMD Land Lab is an ongoing project of the UMD Program in Geography which consists of 10 acres of actively
managed transitional organic agricultural fields and a 5-acre apple orchard. The farm has a full-time manager and
employs 6 students who work to produce hundreds of of pounds of produce, much of which is sold to UMD Dining
Services and served to students and faculty. Located only about 8 minutes from campus, the farm has operated for
over 8 years as a community anchor linking UMD students with the land and fostering academic engagement with
sustainable farming practices. In addition, the Land Lab has a weather station, a wind turbine and a ‘hoop house’
greenhouse to extend the growing season. The farm has ongoing relationships with the Duluth Community Garden
Program, the Intertribal Agriculture Council, the Northeast Beekeepers Association, Healthy Northland Farm to School
and Chum through the Steve O’Neil Rhubarb Garden which grows rhubarb for the annual Chum rhubarb festival.
The Program in Geography is always working with faculty and students from the College of Liberal Arts and UMD as a
whole to strengthen the Land Lab as it serves as an experimental food-systems research space.

This project is producing research, teaching and community engagement
around how to design and implement a food system that meets the needs of
all community residents, from food insecure families to organic producers. For
example, working with the Geospatial Analysis Center, students created an
interactive Geospatial Information System that tracks field rotation on the
Land Lab. The Land Lab is a hub for research and action that links agricultural
production with health education and outreach, and a space where students
engage in active-learning based on the unique ecology of northeast
Minnesota. In addition, we are working with Extension Education, a part of
UMN that has a strong commitment and track record of community-engaged
research, to partner in ways that make the Land Lab more accessible to
researchers, students, and the community.
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New Faculty
PLEASE HELP US WELCOME

Kris Johnson
Kris Johnson joined the department in the fall of 2018 as an instructor
teaching Geographic Information Science (GIS) courses. He was
previously stationed at the Natural Resources Research Institute (NRRI)
where he helped run the GIS Lab. He received his master's in GIS from
the University of Minnesota (Twin Cities campus). His research interests
include non-motorized transportation, spatial visualization, and
dasymetric mapping. In his spare time he enjoys lounging peacefully in
the sunshine until one of his kids jumps on him or splashes him with
water.

Afton Clarke-Sather
Afton Clarke-Sather is a new faculty member who came to the department fall
2017 from the Department of Geography at the University of Delaware. Afton is a
human/environmental geographer who studies environmental regulation with a
focus on water resources. Dr. Clarke-Sather's work focuses on how governments
legislate who has access to water and how water resources are divided up by
different groups. Most of his research has been in China, although he also has
research projects in the US examining issues such as sustainability and coppernickel and precious metal mining in northern Minnesota. Afton will be teaching a
new course ES 4005 Environmental Policy, a course cross-listed with the Water
Resource Science graduate program GEOG 5101 Water Policy, and GEOG 1205 Our
Globalizing World. His Ph.D. is from the University of Colorado -- Boulder. Both
Afton and his wife, Abbie, work at UMD. Abbie is a professor in the Industrial
Engineering Department in the Swenson School of Science and Engineering. They
have three kids and enjoy traveling, being outside and cooking.

Teresa Bertossi
Dr. Teresa Bertossi was hired into the Program in Geography to teach
Sustainable Food Systems courses starting fall 2019. She will also
teach ES 2005 The Environment and Sustainability, ES 3100 Sustainable
Food Systems, ES 3500 Ecological Economics, and then ES 3200
Environmental and Ecological Justice. Dr. Bertossi has over 9 years of
experience teaching, 2 degrees in geography and a Ph.D. in sustainability.
She also brings experience working on an organic farm for many years,
coordinating endangered species management, and environmental
outreach and education. Her research focuses on social-ecological
coupling and cultural landscape resilience including food security and
sustainable food systems, and exploring alternative economic models and
policies more consistent with sustainable development and resilient
livelihoods. Teresa is also interested in opportunities for improving
diversity and inclusion in her fields of study.
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Students at Conferences
Association of American Geographers in La Crosse, WI
Our students, Rayna Corning, Britnee Weisz, Georgia
Curtis and Kaitlyn Scheibelhut, had the opportunity to go
to the West Lakes Division AAG conference in La Crosse,
WI in November of 2018. Here is what one of our students,
Britnee Weisz, had to say about her experience: "The
conference was an overall great and new experience for
me. Having the opportunity to watch students from around
our region present was admirable. Whether it was the
professors, graduate students, or undergraduate students,
it really helped put this discipline into perspective. These
conferences are a great way for us to learn from one
another. As a GIS and Geography undergraduate, I feel
events such as this should be made more known and
available to students. I'm looking forward to attending
many others!" Britnee took this picture of a cool map she
found in UW- La Crosse's Geography Department which
shows where the sun is currently shining on the earth.

ESRI Federal Conference in Washington D.C.
In January of 2019, one of our students, Lexi Weihe, was
able to attend the ESRI Federal Conference in
Washington D.C. as a student assistant. She helped with
registration, technical workshops and was able to
network with professionals and other students. Lexi says,
"I am so grateful for this opportunity to learn and grow
as a GIS professional. I met so many wonderful people,
made great professional connections and learned about
what is to come in the GIS world." Below are pictures of
Lexi at the conference and a group photo of the other
student assistants from around the United States.

"Attending the
conference
helped me
prepare for my
future career."
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Students at Conferences Continued....
American Association of Geographers in New
Orleans
In April of 2018, three of our students were able to attend
the American Association of Geographers Conference in
New Orleans. Morgan Larson, Alex Nelson and Siona
Roberts attended the conference and each presented
their research posters as well.

Alex Nelson

Morgan Larson

Siona Roberts

Association of American Geographers in
Washington D.C.
From April 3rd-7th of 2019, two of our students were
able to attend and show their research at the
conference.

Kalen Johnson

Georgia Curtis
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Students at Conferences Continued....
MOSES Organic Farming Conference
BY COLE GROTTING - STUDENT
I recently had the pleasure of attending the annual MOSES Organic Farming Conference for the 2nd
year in La Crosse, Wisconsin. The weekend provided me with exposure to the latest research in organic,
sustainable, and regenerative agriculture practices, and the opportunity to network on behalf of the
Land Lab, interfacing with a diverse group of people who are all committed to strengthening local food
systems in their communities.
The seminars I attended included: “Soil Health and Fertility”, “Planning Successful Farm Field Days”,
“Farm to School Grants”, “Farming While Black”, “Minimal Till Farming and Cover Crops”, and
“Regenerative Agriculture and Silvopasture.” These seminars helped me gain valuable insights into many
of the different facets of the local and organic food movements. The material covered both the technical
aspects of efficiently growing produce with practices that grow organic matter and increase biodiversity
in our soil (cover crops, minimal till, manure and composting, adding soil amendments, etc.) as well as
the many social justice issues in the local food community that need to be addressed.
All in all it was an incredible weekend and I am excited to take on the upcoming growing season and
incorporate what I have learned into the model we are creating for the Land Lab.

Alyssa Minder, Kevin Moris, Cole Grotting, Jane
Marynik, Austin Parenteu,, Katelyn Brinza, and
Jaeger Moser
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GEOG 4451 Geography of Soils Field Trip & Journey to the Nobel
Conference
BY OLIVIA WESTPHAL- STUDENT
On an early Sunday morning at the end of September, 13 Geography of Soils students joined Pat
Farrell, UMD’s greatest soil enthusiast, on a 2-day field trip that could not be matched in content or
meaningfulness by another. Pat assembled for us an experience of knowing soil by connecting us
with farmers and soil scientists across southern Minnesota and the Driftless area. These
professionals seemed like ordinary Minnesotans when we met them, but by showing us their
specialized field techniques of sustainable food production and soil care, they shared with us a
passionate insight and respect for the largely unknown systems under our livelihood on this planet.
Our first stop was in Minnetrista at Gale Woods Farm, which hosts educational programs and
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA). The farm is committed to sustainable animal husbandry and
cover crop practices for the production of many animal products and plant foods. Farm Manager Tim
first brought us to the grazing fields through which cattle are rotated every 3 days, to prevent
overgrazing. Chickens pecked at the ground in the field that the cows had been moved out of,
leaving their own supplements for the soil. Tim dumped a bucket of scraps into a pen with a pile of
sleeping pigs, and upon hearing the sound, the pigs scrambled off of each other, excitedly grunting
and bumping as they grabbed for a bit of bell pepper or potato skins. Tim explained that the pigs’
areas and the vegetable gardens are rotated annually; the pigs strip-grazing the gardens at the end
of each season and churning up the soil. It was evident that the free will of the animals on Gale
Woods Farm is honored, in part through their access to a natural eclectic diet and plenty of foraging.
However, it was the students who felt a largely untapped free feeling as Tim opened the sheep pen
and directed us to chase the darting herd to the next field.
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GEOG 4451 Geography of Soils Field Trip & Journey to the Nobel
Conference Continued...
We landed next at a family farm in St. Peter. Farmer Nick explained that by using crop rotation to
prevent plant diseases and cover crops to nitrify the soil, his family’s production of winter wheat,
oats, alfalfa, and cereal rye has been boosted on all 3000 acres. Additionally, Nick’s fields utilize
drainage pipes that are installed every 100 feet for mitigation to the poorly integrated drainage
systems of the wet soil. For our visit, Nick had generously scooped out a 6-foot-deep pit in his alfalfa
field so that we could analyze the soil.
The morning after a subdued pool party at our hotel in Faribault, we journeyed to the Soil Organic
Matter Generators Farm in Mazeppa. Farmer Rod showed us his array of conservation tillage
machines that work with the soil to decrease input needs, such as a strip till for precision fertilizer
placement. With such machines, Rod and his family are preserving the structure and draining
capabilities of their soil, thus increasing oxygen content and allowing for decomposition of crop
residue for nutrient cycling. They are also saving much more money than their neighbors are on
fossil fuels, fertilizer, and damage control.
Our last stop was Gustavus Adolphus College for Nobel Conference 54 - Living Soil. We attended
discussion panels led by David Montgomery and Rattan Lal, both of whose work we have studied
extensively in class. On April 18, David Montgomery will be on the UMD campus for the Earth &
Environmental Sciences seminar. It will be a unique opportunity to learn about responsible soil
management, though the best thing to be done is to enroll in Geography of Soils. The field trip, and
the course itself, is a totally enriching community experience that includes spatial and interpersonal
learning so that the applied chemistry, engineering, and economics of food systems can be clearly
understood through our humanities approaches. To witness the impact of regenerative agricultural
methods on food production is to know the hopeful relationships between soil, food producers, and
the environment. This is what common people have been doing for millennia to help our planet. Get
interested in soils and know a new world!
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U-Spatial Mapping Prize Student Winners
Two of our students won the U-Spatial Mapping Contest in the spring of 2018. Julia Hogan won Best
Use Map for her map. Lexi Weihe won Most Provocative/Transformative and Best Body of Work for
her maps as well. Check them out here: https://research.umn.edu/units/uspatial/mapping-prize/2018best-maps

Julia Hogan won "Best Use Maps" for her
"Sharps Hotline Calls/Pick-up Maps."

Lexi Weihe won "Most
Provocative/Transformative" for her
"Belizean Housing and Building Materials"
and "Best Body of Work" for her collection
of maps called "Bark Beetle Impacts of the
Sandia Mountains, New York Storm Surge
Vulnerability, and LEED Certified Site
Selection for Housing Development."
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Student Internships
A few of our students were featured by CLA because of
their amazing work at their internships this past year.
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Congratulations to our Graduates!
FALL 2018 & SPRING 2019
Environment & Sustainability Studies
Jared Bartz, Amy Bendtsen, Mark Buri, Tara Duerre Eckstrom,
Cole Grotting, Justin Hauser, Jesse Hennen, Rachel Hopwood,
Kyle Kabanuk, Jared Kokesh, Joshua Laumann, Jane Marynik,
Luke Morancey, Austin Parenteau, Linda Peterson, Adam
Reinhardt, Perry Stephens, Erin Todd, Vincent Welder, Sophie
Zupon, Molly McKeen
Geography
Malachy Koons, Maggie Schulstrom, Isaac Hirman,
Molly McKeen, Erick Swanson, Britnee Weisz

Our 2018 Fall Graduation Party

Urban & Regional Studies
Reed Baillargeon, Jake Kendall, Tony Marchetti, Moriah Reeves,
Jacob Griffiths, Meredith Horsch, Aria Kampfer, Kaitlyn
Scheibelhut, Justin Schneider, Lexi Weihe, Jay Wojciechowski
Geographic Information Science
Reed Baillargeon, Michael Ferrera, Nathan Koski, Louis Colway,
Jake Enzminger, Anthony Maiolo, Melody Morris, Lexi Weihe,
Britnee Weisz, Jay Wojciechowski

Our 2019 Spring Graduation Party

Environment, Sustainability & Geography
Jake Kendall

2018 Scholarship Recipients
Carlson/Amys Family Scholarship: Megan Peterson
Catherine E. Cox Scholarship in Geography: Justin Schneider
Emma Goldman Scholarship in Geography: Rayna Corning
Frederick & Lois Witzig Geography Scholarship: Melody Morris
Matti E. Kaups Geography Scholarship: Jaeger Moser & Rand Phillips
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Community Empowerment in South India
SHORT TERM STUDY ABROAD - SUMMER 2018
Twelve students traveled with Professor Adam Pine and Professor Rebecca
de Souza (Communication) to Bangalore, India from June 12-July 2, 2018.
The study abroad program was the third Pine and de Souza have led to the
country.
While in Bangalore, Pine and de Souza collaborated with local teachers
and activists to instruct and lead the students. In the morning, students
met at Visthar, an eco-sanctuary and hub for activism and learning about
sustainability in India. There they learned about topics such as the
history, culture, and social and economic rights of the people in the
region. In the afternoon, students went out into the city of Bangalore to
participate in activism and service learning.
On past programs, students have visited with Vimochana, a women's
advocacy group; the Indian Social Institute, which addresses caste and
gender discrimination in India; and Ondede, which advocates for sexual
rights. Students even meet with leaders of these advocacy groups,
including Akkai Padmashali from Ondede, a high-level advocate who has
spoken at organizations such as the United Nations regarding the rights of
sexual minorities in India.
The program connects students to the larger world through exploring
community, social change, and globalization in the city. While there,
students work on a project for three weeks. Past projects have focused on
urban planning, sustainability, culture, health, communication,
international relations, women's rights, and religion. Rather than traveling
to multiple cities, students remain in Bangalore for the duration of the
program. Pine and de Souza believe this one-city immersion helps
students recognize the nuances of experience for those living in
Bangalore.
The incredible population growth and economic development in Bangalore
can make it easy to overlook the city's past and present challenges. With
new structures constantly being built and global multinational
corporations frequently in sight, it can be easy for students to assume the
city is wealthy and peaceful. Due to this impression, Pine and de Souza
designed the course to help students see the contradictions of life in a
globalizing urban center. Pine noted that in a single day, students can visit
a cupcake shop which is affordable for tourists, but costs a day's wages
for poorer residents, and then visit slums to see the living conditions of
those in poverty. Through these experiences, Pine and de Souza hope
students will use their time abroad to come to better understand the
contradictions, nuances, and prejudices of their home community in the
US.
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Faculty News
DR. OLAF KUHLKE, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF
GEOGRAPHY, HAS BEEN FUNDED BY THE NSF FOR
RESEARCH ON ARCTIC CULTURAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

Dr. Olaf Kuhlke has been funded by the National Science Foundation’s Arctic Social Sciences Division as
principal investigator on a collaborative U.S./Canadian social scientific grant. Kuhlke’s collaborators are Dr.
Timothy Pasch, Associate Professor of Communication at the University of North Dakota; and multiple team
members in Nunavut, Canada, and throughout Alaska. Funding for the initiative entitled “Developing and Testing
an Incubator for Digital Entrepreneurship in Remote Communities”, totals over 306,000 USD.
Dr. Kuhlke’s work in the past 10 years has focused on the economic impact and potential of the arts and culture
on small communities. Among other things, Kuhlke helped launch UMD’s undergraduate program in Cultural
Entrepreneurship, housed in the College of Liberal Arts. The program trains students to become entrepreneurs
in the creative and cultural industries. Recently, the program partnered with the Local Initiatives Support
Corporation (LISC) to bring Creative Startups, a business accelerator program from Santa Fe, N.M., to the Duluth
community and student population.
Kuhlke has also trained faculty members and community leaders in Agadir, Morocco, on implementing
strategies for growing creative entrepreneurship in urban and rural areas. His upcoming Arctic research will use
insights from programming with Creative Startups in Duluth and the Moroccan partners in Agadir, and take
them to Nome, Alaska, and Arviat, Nunavut, Canada, to work with the local populations on implementing
strategies and programs to boost entrepreneurship in remote communities.
The final goal of the project is to develop a replicable entrepreneurship education approach for small
communities that is paired with funding opportunities through venture capital funds. Fieldwork for this research
will commence in 2019, and continue throughout the 2020 calendar year.
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A Day at the Fair
BY PROFESSOR RYAN BERGSTROM
In late August 2018, Dr. Ryan Bergstrom and Dr.
Afton Clarke-Sather traveled to the Minnesota
State Fair to conduct interviews with fairgoers to
determine how they conceptualized the
sustainability of copper-nickel and precious metal
mining in the state, and how those perceptions
differed based on socio-economic, political and
geographic contexts. Proponents to mining
suggest that extraction can be accomplished in an
environmentally benign manner and in the
process create nearly 1,000 jobs and $500 million
in economic benefits annually. Opponents
suggest that the 250,000 annual visitors to the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, the most
popular Wilderness Area in the United States, and
other tourists in northern Minnesota already
provide over 18,000 jobs and $800 million in
economic benefits annually, and that mining will

permanently impair the region's environment and
the tourism industry as a whole. As such, the coppernickel and precious metal mining debate has become
highly polarized, and the upcoming decision by the
State of Minnesota will determine the fate of the
region's environmental, economic, and societal
sustainability for decades to come. The study
implemented the Q-method, an approach to
systematically study subjectivity, where each of the
117 participants were asked to sort 16 statements
related to copper-nickel mining on a continuum from
most to least agreeable. Afton and Ryan were able
to utilize the newly opened Driven to Discover
Building (D2D) at the fairground that is owned and
operated by the U of M.
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Sibling Soil
BY PROFESSOR PAT FARRELL
My sister is an artist and I am a soil geographer. We
decided to collaborate on an art-soil project to see
if we could find “common ground” in our work. We
decided that by using art, we could make soil visible
in provocative and nuanced ways. Conventional
soil science attributes passive qualities to soil; it is
a result, an indicator, a medium, a resource, a
derivation, a covering. But soil is vigorously alive
and active. It nurtures seeds to germination,
incubates microbes, changes its parent and
communicates with plants. These days, the NRCS
guidelines for soil health consider nurturing soil’s
living parts as the most important means to bolster
soil health. Art as a way to make soil visible can
change the way of knowing soil by changing the
way of seeing soil. Intrigued by this notion, my
sister made a large 14-foot-long wood cut of a root.

She inked and printed the image. Then we cut the
wood into seven pieces and buried the wood cuts in
the backyard soils of our siblings, who are spread
around the country. We left the wood buried for two
years to let the soil “make art”. After two years, we
exhumed the pieces and my sister inked and printed
them again. The resulting before and after prints are
beautiful and interesting, full of metaphor about our
family and the “domesticated” soils of our siblings’
geography. We have presented this project in
multiple stages and settings, including the 2018 AAG
meeting in New Orleans and at the upcoming
Environmental Humanities Symposium at Kyung Hee
University in Seoul, Korea in April 2019. A portion of
the printed piece is shown here.
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GIS Program Earns UMD Excellence in Program Assessment Award
BY PROFESSOR LAURE CHARLEUX
Last December, the GIS program earned a UMD Excellence
in Program Assessment award for our Practices for
Stakeholder Involvement. This nerdy title was a
recognition of the unique way students are the principal
actors of our assessment process.
The mission of the GIS program at UMD is to train future
GIS professionals by providing theoretical and practical
instruction, modeling and mentoring, as well as
opportunities for real-world professional experience to
students, guided by the GIS&T body of knowledge and the
GISP code of ethics. Every year, our graduating seniors
assess how well we are fulfilling this mission by
evaluating seven outcomes pertaining to knowledge, skills,
reasoning, communication, self-realization, professional
dispositions, and ethics.
The evaluation is conducted through the 1-credit
“Professional Preparedness” class where, beyond the
classical resume writing and interview preparation,
students partake in a series of diagnostic activities.
Knowledge is evaluated through multiple-answer quizzes
in seven areas. Skills, reasoning, and communication are
demonstrated through portfolio entries that students
prepare in this class to showcase their work to future
employers, and peer-evaluated using precise rubrics. Selfrealization is demonstrated through personal statements
written for the portfolios, and peer-evaluated with a
rubric. Ethics is demonstrated through a short case-study
essay and peer-evaluated with a rubric. Finally,
professional dispositions are demonstrated during the
internship and evaluated by a rubric filled out by
internship supervisors, as well as by students for
themselves in the course of the class.

The aggregated evaluation results for each outcome are
discussed in class, to pinpoint areas where the program
could be improved and brainstorm possible action
steps. It should be noted that the class, mandatory for
graduation, is graded pass/fail based on participation.
As a result students can be totally frank with the
instructor and voice helpful concerns or ideas. This
gives students a primary voice in shaping the future
evolutions of the program and we are hoping that it
also builds a sense of ownership that will make them
engaged alumni.
Eventually, the class culminates on the GIS professional
preparedness and assessment day. In the morning,
students go through mock interviews and get
personalized feedback from a few professionals, most of
them alumni. Lunchtime gathers students, professionals
and faculty. We all chat and have a good time together:
this serves a bit as the induction of our graduating class
to the world of professionals. In the afternoon,
graduating students present a synthesis of all the year’s
assessment work to assembled professional, faculty,
upcoming students and other UMD stakeholders. We
discuss the findings together and how they tie in with
the previous year’s results and actions steps. We review
new action steps that were suggested during the
professional preparedness class and take in new
suggestions from professionals. I still fondly remember
last year’s discussion, where students clearly took the
lead of the conversation, demonstrating their final
ownership of the process. I surely hope to see some of
them back this year, as professionals this time!
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Faculty Awarded
PAT FARRELL AWARDED THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS’ RESEARCH AWARD FOR LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT
Pat Farrell, a physical geographer and 20-year member of
the program in geography was awarded the lifetime
achievement for research award from the College of
Liberal Arts in 2018. This award does not honor a
scholar’s particular paper or productive year, but instead
honors them for the scope of their research throughout
their career. As Jennifer Menjivar-Gomez (UMD
Department of World Languages and Cultures) wrote in
her nominating letter for Pat:

Briefly stated, Dr. Farrell’s research examines signatures of past human activity in soil and sediment.
This straightforward principle, however, has literally unearthed evidence that explains the mystery
about ancient indigenous people across the Americas. Her early work focused on the Maya region of
Mexico and Central America. There, one of the great enigmas has been how the Maya managed to feed
millions of people for thousands of years in an area that is currently considered agriculturally
challenging and is sparsely populated. Dr. Farrell worked with the team who solved the puzzle by
recognizing, in the archaeological and soil records, an incredible number of micro adaptive agricultural
techniques uniquely suited to soils and landscapes of the Maya regions. The search for and the
documentation of the significance of physical features has driven Dr. Farrell’s work in the Maya region
for decades.
When the call for nominations arrived, I thought immediately of Dr. Farrell. When I received her
response -- that she was at the Dalian University of Technology in China delivering a lecture titled
“Collapse of Mayan Collapse Theory” -- I was certain. She is an extraordinary scholar, with research
networks stretching across the continent and with a level of productivity fueled by a desire to solve
the puzzles involved in the most perplexing questions about millennial peoples and their descendants.
These contributions to the field, then, make her a researcher in high demand, both in labs and
classrooms. I can truly think of no one more deserving than Dr. Farrell for the CLA Research Award for
Lifetime Achievement.

Pat and a team also wrote a book called "Island Historical Ecology: Socionatural Landscapes of the
Eastern and Southern Caribbean", edited by Peter Siegel.
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Faculty Awarded
RYAN BERGSTROM AWARDED THE TENURE-TRACK
CLA TEACHING AWARD
Professor Ryan Bergstrom was awarded the Tenure-Track
CLA teaching award in spring of 2019. The criteria was
based on evidence of:
• Expertise and enthusiasm for subject matter or discipline.
• Engaging, innovative, and inclusive teaching approaches.
• Positive teaching and mentoring relationships with
students.
• Successful efforts to help students meet relevant learning
outcomes, including specific examples from the classroom
or courses/curriculum.

Ryan teaches a variety of GIS and environmental classes such as
Field Techniques, GIS II, Urban Ecology, Internship Preparation,
and GIScience Applications for Regional Sustainability.

Dr. Bergstrom's Urban Ecology class taking a tour to
learn about the sustainability on campus.
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Gregory A. Benson
HONORED AS COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
OUTSTANDING ALUMNI 2018
English Major / Geography Minor
Greg Benson, co-founder and CEO of Loll Designs, graduated in
2016, having returned as a non-traditional student after a lengthy
hiatus while he built several companies – from skate parks to
furniture to cutting boards. Loll Designs and Epicurean Cutting
Surfaces offers environmentally conscious products, made in the
USA from recycled and sustainable materials, and sold in over 50
countries.
"I’ve literally climbed some mountains and sailed a few seas,”
jokes Greg, an enthusiastic outdoor addict who enjoys biking,
trail running, snowboarding, and sailing. “It was this adventurous,
exploratory aspect of his personality that resolved Greg to avoid
the traditional corporate world. “I was hesitant to get behind a
desk in an office. I knew I wanted something different but didn’t
really know what that was,” he says simply. “Working with my
hands outside seemed like a good place to start looking.”
Greg grew up with the founders of Rollerblade Skates in
Bloomington, MN, and had worked for the company on and off for
years. Along with his brother and another friend who also
worked for Rollerblade, the three noticed a trend of cities
installing skate parks. Being entrepreneurial, they decided to
start a skate ramp design/build company and in 1997 they
founded municipal skate park manufacturer, TrueRide, in Duluth,
MN.
TrueRide led directly to Greg’s next adventure, outdoor furniture.
Loll Designs initially came out of a desire to use excess material
from TrueRide skate ramps. And his goal? To make sustainable
outdoor furniture that is high in design, low in impact on the
environment, and socially responsible. “I want Loll Designs to be
a unique outdoor furniture brand that represents how
manufacturing can offer more than cheap plastic throw-away
furniture,” he says. Finding success and a new direction with Loll
Designs, TrueRide was sold in 2007 after 10 years and more than
450 skate parks installed worldwide.

Greg’s degree from UMD, as well as his
aspirations to become an environmental writer,
helped solidify his strong beliefs that a business
should be responsible not only to its customers,
but also to its employees and the planet at large.
Loll Designs also originated from this mindset of
using materials economically and ecologically.
Greg’s interest in Loll Designs, however, doesn’t
just end there. Passionate about design, his initial
sketches often become fully realized products.
Greg is inspired by notable twentieth-century
modernist design, and these influences shine
through in the unembellished finished products.
Three of Greg’s designs, the Cabrio Lounge Chair
(2009), Pliny the Lounger (2011), and the
Lollygagger Lounge (2014) are honored with Good
Design Awards by the Chicago Athenaeum.
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Alumni Profiles
We feature an alumni every Friday on our social media, be sure to follow us on Instagram, like us on
Facebook and join our LinkedIn group. Also, if you would like to be featured, please take the survey
here: https://forms.gle/EJbbw6NT5fjiZ25n7.

Shane Bernard
Graduation Date:
2015
Major:
Geography and GIS
About:
Shane attended grad school at the University of Denver for his Graduate Certificate in GIS.
He now works at Environmental Resources Management (ERM) as a GIS Consultant.
Shane's advice to students is to "try and get an internship! The earlier the better because
work experience is incredibly valuable."

Graduation Date:
2016

Riley Hine

Major:
Geography & Anthropology with a certificate in GIS
About:
Riley attended grad school for her M.A. in Environmental Studies and is now
currently working on her M.A. in Sustainable Development and Urban Planning at
Western Washington University. Her advice to students is, "Try different fields and
jobs that are seemingly unrelated. As long as they have one thing in common that
you know you want to do, they will be helpful in getting you where you ultimately
feel fulfilled and happy in your professional life."
Jason Sydejko
Graduation Date:
2006
Major:
Geography and Environmental Studies
About:
Jason went on to get his MS Geosciences in Meteorology from Mississippi State
University and now works as a Meteorologist for KCCI-TV! Jason's advice to students is,
"Do the work, even when it’s challenging. Push yourself even when you think you’re at
the end of your rope. Don’t be afraid of what you perceive as your limitations. Try
harder. Break down those walls. You will succeed."
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Look for our next alumni happy hour!
We had two great alumni happy hour events in the past year, one at the Tavern on the Hill and
the other at Bent Paddle Brewing Co. Taproom. Everyone is welcome to come, alumni and current
students. Look out for our next happy hour in fall of 2019!
Please contact Bridget Park at bpark@d.umn.edu to pass on your email to make sure you get the
next invite!
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Other Events
We have had a lot of exciting events happen in the past
year. GIS Fest hosted by the Geospatial Analysis Center
in the fall of 2018 was a success. We had a great student
and employer turn out.
In October of 2018, many of our students, faculty and
alumni attended the MN GIS/LIS conference in Duluth,
where some of them even presented their work. Laure
made sure to take a selfie with almost every alumni in
attendance.
In March of 2019, students in the Weather and Climate
class interviewed community members about climate
justice in Duluth that were featured during the "Our
Climate Futures" conference.
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Support the Geography Program
The stories in this issue highlight the many ways in which the Geography
program has enriched the lives of our students and faculty. Of course,
many of these opportunities are only possible because of the
philanthropic support given by people like you. There are many ways in
which your contribution of any amount can have a lasting effect on the
lives of the students and faculty in Geography.
Together we can discover how your passion can impact the lives of our
students and faculty. To make a gift directly online
visit https://z.umn.edu/umdgeo or contact our development office at 218726-6322.

The University of Minnesota Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization soliciting tax-deductible private
contributions for the University of Minnesota. Financial and other information
about University of Minnesota Foundation’s purpose, programs and activities can be obtained by contacting
the Chief Financial Officer at 200 Oak Street SE, Suite 500, Minneapolis, MN 55455, (612)
624-3333, or for residents of the following states, as stated below. Maryland: For the cost of postage and
copying, from the Secretary of State. Michigan: MICS No.50198. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED
WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE
DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE
OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT
http://www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/ocp.htm#charity . New York: Upon
request, from the Attorney General Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. Pennsylvania: The
official registration and financial information of University of Minnesota Foundation may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia: From the
State Office of Consumer Affairs in the Department of Agriculture and Consumer AffairsServices, P.O. Box 1163,
Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: From the Secretary of State at 1-800-332-4483, or www.sos.wa.gov/charities.
The registration required by the state charitable solicitation act is on file with the Secretary of State’s office.
West Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from
the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL
INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW. REGISTRATION IN A STATE DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FOUNDATION BY THE
STATE.
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