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[In these minutes: Updates from Research Animal Resources (RAR), BSL-3, and Institutional
Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC); Administrative Policy Reviews; Postdoctoral
Association Response Letter]

PRESENT: Julie Olson (chair), Krista Brackman, Chris Cramer, John Freeman, Sumanth
Gopinath, Tasoulla Hadjiyanni, Lisa Johnston, Diana Karwan, Leslie Kennedy, Dianne
Neumark-Sztainer, Michael Oakes, Jennifer Rivers, Shashi Shekhar, Susannah Smith, Tammy
Walsky, Kathleen Vohs, Carston Wagner, Abdi Warfa, Pamela Webb

REGRETS: Mohammad Saleem Bhat, Gregory Cuomo, Ole Gram, Kelsie Full, Daniel
Heemstra, Boyd Kumher, Tucker LeBien, Katsumi Matsumoto, Nicole Pilman, Nelson Rhodus,
David Roberts, Jayanthi Sasisekaran

GUESTS: Lynn Impelluso, director, RAR;  Maxim Cheeran, director, BSL-3 Program; Dick
Bianco, Professor of Surgery & Director of Experimental Surgery; Frances Lawrenz, associate
vice president for research; April Coon, director, Sponsored Projects Administration

OTHERS ATTENDING: Dan Gilchrist, Bri Keeney

Chair Julie Olson welcomed the committee and members introduced themselves.

1. Updates from Research Animal Resources (RAR), BSL-3, and Institutional Animal Care
and Use Committee (IACUC)
Olson welcomed Lynn Impelluso, director, RAR;  Maxim Cheeran, director, BSL-3 Program;
Dick Bianco, Professor of Surgery & Director of Experimental Surgery; and Frances Lawrenz,
associate vice president for research, and invited them to give status updates on animal care
facilities and protocols following recent changes to these departments over the past year.

Impelluso presented slides titled Research Animal Resources, and provided an overview of the
department and updates on new initiatives, including: mouse parvovirus (MPV) elimination,
updated health checks to reduce stress, new and improved equipment, and an updated
environmental enrichment program.

Cherran then presented slides titled BSL-3/ABSL-3 Capacity at UMN and provided an overview
of the program and current research projects.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19LSCjYfmXlk5mTXMwLy8FohI0K9LXe-1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FlSDu3G3xCRBp7FvhxQqNgtcYcLtH-R3/view?usp=sharing


Olson thanked both presenters and asked if their department operations have ramped back up to
where they were pre-COVID-19. Impelluso said that the departments have surpassed their
pre-COVID-19 numbers and noted that, while it was a challenge to suspend or ramp down
research at the onset of the pandemic, it did allow time to write grants and protocols, which has
led to new research and grant funds.

Dick Bianco and Frances Lawrenz then presented the following information on IACUC:
- The IACUC committee, consisting of volunteer faculty, reviews all protocols, as well as

compliance with the protocols, and inspects all animal facilities twice per year.
- The faculty are doing well with compliance, they are responsive to the committee, and

there are no concerns about the upcoming accreditation process.

Olson thanked the Office of the Vice President for Research (OVPR) for the work that has gone
into improving animal care and investing in new equipment.

2. Administrative Policy Reviews
Pamela Webb, associate vice president for research; Nicole Pilman, director, Sponsored Financial
Reporting; and April Coon, director, Sponsored Projects Administration presented redlined drafts
as well as slides outlining changes to the following administrative policies:

● Fixed Price Contracts, Including Clinical Trials
● Managing Program Income Earned on Sponsored Projects
● Charging of Facilities and Administrative/Indirect Costs to Sponsored Projects

3. Postdoctoral Association Response Letter
Olson reminded members that the UMN Postdoctoral Association (PDA) had recently sent a
letter to administrators outlining concerns with COVID-19 safety compliance. Kelsie Full, SRC
postdoctoral fellow member, shared with the committee that the administration replied to the
PDA letter on February 12, 2021. The PDA has drafted another letter to respond to the
administration’s response, and Full asked if SRC would like to sign on in support of the letter.
Committee members agreed to sign the letter.

With no further business, Olson adjourned the meeting.
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