
Minutes   of:

The   Student   Senate

Thursday,  March 25,   2021

11:30   a.m.   -   1:30   p.m.

Briggs Tople, chair, Student Senate, called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m.

1.   Administrative   Response   to   Senate   Actions (Information )
● Resolution on Student Mental Health

Approved by the Student Senate: December 3, 2020
Administrative Response: Pending

● Resolution on Demilitarization of UMN Policing Forces
Approved by the Student Senate: February 25, 2021
Administrative Response: Pending

2.   Student   Senate   Nominating   Subcommittee  -   Approval   of   Appointed   Twin Cities Senators
( Action )
Briggs Tople, chair, Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) and Student Senate
Sarani Rangarajan, chair, Student Senate Nominating Subcommittee

Motion:   That the Student Senate approves the appointment of the following Twin Cities
student senators, as selected by the Student Senate Nominating Subcommittee:

Jessica Lin, CSOM Undergrad

Hearing no further discussion, a vote was taken, and the motion was approved.

3. Approval of the Minutes   for  Previous Student Senate   Meetings ( Action ) 
Briggs Tople, chair, Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) and Student Senate

Motion:  To approve the minutes from the following Student Senate meetings:
● February 25, 2021 Regular Meeting

Hearing no further discussion, a vote was taken, and the motion was approved.
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4.   Assembly/Association   Updates  (Information)
All members of the Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC)

● Annie Counihan, Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) member, University of
Minnesota Duluth (UMD), said that the UMD Student Association have been busy
working on several issues including resolutions on sustainability, divestment from fossil
fuel companies, and tuition refunds. UMDSA will also be working on a declaration for a
climate emergency and will be participating in the upcoming Bulldog Lobby Day at the
state legislature.

● MyLe Luong, SSCC member, Rochester Student Association (RSA), stated that RSA has
been busy with planning for their upcoming elections at the end of April as well as
making further changes to their constitution.

● Julia Scovil, SSCC member, Morris Campus Student Association (MCSA), said MCSA
is tackling a number of issues similar to other campuses including divestment from the
fossil fuel industry, declaring a climate emergency, and providing free menstrual products
in campus restrooms. MCSA is also busy transitioning to their newly elected leaders and
Scovil will be the new student body president. Finally, they are allocating money from
the technology fees and working on communications concerning the transition to a new
interim chancellor.

● Erika Swant, SSCC member, Professional Student Government (PSG), stated that they
are busy with their grant allocating process.

● Jack Flom, SSCC member, Minnesota Student Association (MSA), said that MSA
recently passed a resolution calling on MSA to spend 50% of its food and supplies budget
on vendors that are locally owned by women and minorities. They have further addressed
issues around outdoor coursework in harsh weather, augmented seven meal dining plans,
and concerns around dining and classes during Ramadan. Finally, MSA also passed
resolutions calling on the University to purchase only electric fleet vehicles in the future
and transition away from single use plastics.

● Justin Goetz, SSCC member, Senate Committee on Student Affairs (SCSA), told the
body that SCSA recently met with representatives from the Morris campus regarding
student life and initiatives. Additionally the committee heard about the new YOU@UMN
wellness program for students and consulted with Counihan on her proposed resolution
regarding arrested student protestors.

● Stephanie Huisman, SSCC member, Senate Committee on Educational Policy (SCEP),
could not attend the meeting due to a conflict, but forwarded the following statement to
be included in the record:

○ Rebecca Jacobson, CLA student senator, presented a cold-weather coursework
resolution to the committee. We held a discussion and SCEP members gave their
input and asked questions about the resolution. Rebecca let us know she would be
presenting the resolution at the Student Senate meeting today as well.

○ We then were given a presentation on a student success project that uses Canvas
data and learning analytics to support student success. One of the biggest pieces
of the discussion from SCEP on the matter was regarding transparency with the
students.
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○ We then discussed standardizing across course sections, and whether or not there
should be guidelines to mandate uniformity in courses that may have different
instructors. This might include similar homework requirements, number of exams,
type of exam, etc.

○ Finally, we were given a brief Classroom Advisory Subcommittee update and
discussed policy updates.

5.   Student   Senate/Student   Senate   Consultative  Committee   Chair   Report  (Information)
Briggs Tople, chair, Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) and Student Senate

Tople reported that he and three other senators recently met with representatives from the
International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS) regarding a proposed fee for STEM Optional
Practical Training (OPT) students. Through these conversations, Tople and others were able to
postpone the implementation of this fee and gained assurances from ISSS that there would be
further consultation on the matter. Additionally, the SSCC has been busy with work such as
updating the handbook, planning for diversity, equity, and inclusivity (DEI) training for future
student senators, and providing guidance on constituency requirements. Finally, Tople indicated
that he has been consulting with the Office of Higher Education’s Student Advisory Committee
for potential advocacy work on COVID vaccinations for college students.

Gunnar Frahm, vice chair, SSCC, added that he has been busy attending P&A Senate meetings
and has been working with Coiunihan to update the handbook to include the aforementioned DEI
training. Sydney Bauer, ranking student senator, SSCC, also commented that she has been
working with several other senators on the issue of in-person commencements for this spring.

Sarani Millican, student senator, Law School, asked if Tople had heard any consultation about
the new Positioned for Excellence, Alignment, and Knowledge (PEAK) initiative. Tople
indicated that he did not have information on that yet but Scott Petty, student senator, College of
Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS), indicated that the University is
partnering with two consulting firms to identify opportunities across non-academic functions to
increase efficiency or gain capacity.

6. PSG Resolution Concerning COVID-19 Testing and Vaccination Sites (Action)
Erika Swant, Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) representative, Professional
Student Government (PSG)

Motion: To approve the Resolution Concerning COVID-19 Testing and Vaccination
Sites.

Swant provided a brief overview of the resolution and explained that it was discussed at the
February meeting. Swant explained that more equity is needed when considering testing and
vaccination infrastructure and noted that she made some edits to the resolution to incorporate
feedback she received, especially from system campuses.
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Hearing no further discussion, a pending motion was made to adopt the resolution. The
motion was seconded by Scovil, a vote was taken, and the motion was approved.

7. Health Sciences Student Consultative Committee (HS SCC) Chair Report (Information)
Panhia Her, chair, Health Sciences Student Consultative  Committee   (HS SCC)

Panhia Her had a last minute class conflict and was unable to attend the meeting.

8. Proposed Student Senate Rules Amendment - Ex-Officio Members to the SSCC (Action)
Briggs Tople, chair, Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) and Student Senate

Motion: To approve and adopt the proposed amendment to the Student Senate Rules.

Note: Amendments to the Student Senate Rules shall be made by a majority vote of the
members of the Student Senate present and voting at any meeting of the Student Senate.

Tople introduced a proposed amendment to the Student Senate Rules. He indicated that this
proposal was originally offered by Petty at a previous meeting and would simply change the
method by which ex-officio members are appointed to the SSCC.

Hearing no further discussion, a pending motion was made to adopt the amendment. The
motion was seconded by Emma Flynn, a vote was taken, and the motion was approved.

9. Resolution Regarding Outdoor Coursework in Extreme Weather (Action)
Rebecca Jacobson, student senator, College of Liberal Arts (CLA)

Motion: To approve the Resolution Regarding Outdoor Coursework in Extreme Weather.

Rebecca Jacobson, student senator, College of Liberal Arts (CLA), presented a resolution
regarding outdoor coursework during extreme weather. She explained that this resolution came
about in response to several students being required to conduct outdoor academic activities
during dangerously cold weather this past winter. She further explained that she has consulted
with SCEP and the Student Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) through Boynton Health on this
resolution and seemed to get some positive support. She indicated that it is hard for the students
to trust in faculty that they will always have their safety and wellbeing in mind.

Prior to a full discussion of the resolution Adam Sychla, student senator, College of Biological
Sciences (CBS) and Millican offered friendly amendments to to indicate temperatures in
Fahrenheit and have any new policies implemented by the University as a whole system. Both
amendments were incorporated.

Several senators including Sychla, Petty, Richard Gonigam from the Medical School, and
Michael Streitz from the College of Veterinary Medicine, had concerns about how this could
impact research as well as graduate and professional students’ field work. They suggested that
those programs be excluded from the resolution. Jacobson commented that the language was

4

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1niFOzRsxElAG9NYMA-AFoWsYg7YOY1A9Yas_HsKiy1c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pKDBO5l5JJ7v1dQUYbWQqxHvP8-Ganq7Bb_G3S215ac/edit?usp=sharing


purposefully left broad and indicated that the most important goal is to gain consent from
students who will knowingly agree to work in these potentially dangerous conditions.

Other senators such as Flom and Ryan Machtmes from the College of Education and Human
Development (CEHD), indicated their support for the resolution, especially given the fact that
students with invisible disabilities may not be able to always advocate for themselves. Christy
Atkinson, student senator, Medical School, asked if there could be a provision for financial aid
for better equipment for student outdoor activities. JAcobson appreciated the sentiment but
thought that a policy change would be much more impactful.

Hearing no further discussion, a pending motion was made to adopt the resolution. The
motion was seconded by Lucas Simpson, a vote was taken, and the motion was approved.

10. Resolution For Tuition Reimbursement Due To COVID-19 Impacts (Action)
Jack Flom, SSCC representative, Minnesota Student Association (MSA)

Motion: To approve the Resolution For Tuition Reimbursement Due To COVID-19
Impacts.

Flom presented a resolution calling for a 3.3% tuition reimbursement due to COVID-19 impacts.
Flom explained that this resolution came about in response to several students not being eligible
for federal COVID relief dollars and the fact that many University resources have been
unavailable to them throughout the year. They further explained that given the online nature of
classes over the 2020-21 academic year, a small reimbursement would help many students make
ends meet while having only the slightest impact in the University’s overall budget.

Several senators including Gonigam, Sychla, and Mattea Allert from the College of Science and
Engineering (CSE), had reservations about how this would apply to graduate students. Many
outlined that some tuition is paid by a department and asked about the feasibility of such an ask,
although others pointed out that the University set a precedent last academic year by refunding
certain student fees.

Other senators such as Jacobson, Millican, and Machtmes supported the resolution as many
students are in dire straits during this pandemic and any extra assistance from the University
would be helpful and saw no potential harm from passing the resolution as is.

Hearing no further discussion, a pending motion was made to adopt the resolution. The
motion was seconded by Jade Joswick, a vote was taken, and the motion was approved.

11. Discussion on Student Senate Bylaws for Officer Eligibility (Discussion)
Briggs Tople, chair, Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) and Student Senate
Jack Flom, SSCC representative, Minnesota Student Association (MSA)
Lucas Simpson, student senator, College of Education and Human Development (CEHD)
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Comment: This item will discuss a change made to the Student Senate Bylaws during
the Fall semester.

Tople explained to the body that the SSCC was approached by some new student senators who
were concerned about a previous change to the Student Senate Bylaws that woul effectively
exclude a large number of incoming Twin Cities undergraduate senators from being eligible to
become chair during the 2021-22 academic year. Lucas Simpson, student senator, CEHD,
explained that since he was appointed at the February meeting, he did not have a chance to weigh
in on the change when it was made in the fall and asked if it was appropriate for the Student
Senate to possibly re-address the issue. Other senators including Flom, Jacobson, and Machtmes
agreed that several senators may not have fully understood what was changed in the fall and its
implication.

Several senators including Allert, Gonigam, and  Juan Mantilla from CLA, expressed their
dissatisfaction with this discussion as this was a fair and legitimate bylaws change and suggested
that if other senators wished to change the bylaws again, they ought to bring forward a formal
proposal rather than having a loose discussion. Scovil, Millican, and Sychla defended the change
saying that it will allow for better representation and leadership from system campuses and is
binding for the upcoming election.

Nicholas Wallenhorst asked if any amendments could actually take place today and Tople
explained that any amendment to the constitution or bylaws would have to follow the appropriate
procedures as outlined in the constitution.

Tople emphasized that it was his intent to try and have a structured conversation on the topic and
reminded senators that while tensions can run high on these types of discussions, that everyone
should stick to the topic at hand. Emma Flynn, student senator, College of Continuing and
Professional Studies (CCAPS), agreed and stated that the Student Senate needs to work on
creating a culture of respectfulness when disagreeing with one another on a topic. Wallenhorst
called for further consultation before any sort of change is made.

12. Old Business
There was no old business.

13. New Business
There was no new business.

14. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:29 p.m.

Chris Kwapick
University Senate Office

6

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZCD4xml96Ee5NSHb_2ClhN0Kl9xXgogGXceA0dIT84U/edit?usp=sharing

