
From the Chancellor 

Happy Earth Day on April 22.  

Wow—what a reason to celebrate! The University of Minnesota Crookston baseball team moved up one spot in the National Collegiate



Baseball Writers Association (NCBWA) poll released recently. The Golden Eagles are ranked 18th nationally, the highest for this program and

have also been ranked as high as No. 1 in the NSIC this season! 

Check the calendar and the weekly update for events happening. You also may have noticed a weekly email from Student Affairs providing

opportunities to attend events going on at our place, our home, our university.

Get Vaccinated 

Speaking of events, you are probably noticing things are opening up. We can get to more “normal,” more quickly if we all work together. One

of the fastest ways to get to our herd immunity is to get vaccinated.  There are many opportunities to get your vaccine if you haven’t already.

Here are local sources.  

Space for Black Students 
There are specific and special spaces for students to gather in times of need, or simply, times of fellowship. When the lack of this type of

space on the UMN Crookston campus was discussed at a recent campus leadership meeting, things were put in motion immediately to

identify a temporary space that would be safe and welcoming for our Black student population. The Alumni Room located in Kiehle 124 has

been reserved through the end of the semester as a temporary site for this purpose. These arrangements are underway with collaboration of

the offices of Student Success, Residential Life, and University and Alumni Relations. The space will be open to Black students from 8 a.m.

to 8 p.m. each day beginning Monday, April 19. Much like the campus provides a space for our Veteran students, efforts will be made over

the summer months to identify and prepare a permanent gathering space for our Black students and others.

Sustainable Development Goals 

As we reflect on the 51st anniversary of Earth Day this week, let’s continue to better align and coordinate with the System wide strategic plan

and I want to ensure all on campus are aware of opportunities that will become more prominent on our campus. The Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) include 17 goals adopted in 2015 by the United Nations as a worldwide framework to end poverty, address

social injustice, and protect our planet. These goals have been widely adopted at the University of Minnesota and we are becoming a

significant thought-leader in how businesses and communities can systematically achieve positive outcomes. As such, you will see a growing

amount of coordination around these goals as we develop opportunity-based programming and initiatives as we take our place in this

thought-leadership. You can learn more from the United Nations website https://sdgs.un.org/goals. I hope you will explore the possibilities

and are as excited as I am to shape how we will participate in developing UMN's expertise in this critical area.

Sustainable Development Goals. Retrieved April 17, 2021, from https://sdgs.un.org/goals.

Walter Mondale Passing 
Yesterday we lost a native son of Minnesota in the former Vice President and U.S. Senator for Minnesota Walter Mondale, he was 93.

https://events.crk.umn.edu/
https://protectthenest.crk.umn.edu/health-safety/covid-19-testingvaccinesprotectionsymptoms
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals


Mondale was the 1984 Presidential nominee for the Democratic Party who selected a woman as a Vice Presidential running mate. He was a

U of M alum who had a long career as a public servant of our country, we extend our condolences to his family.

Until next week.  Be well and stay safe.

Chancellor Mary

COVID-19 Community Testing Sites 
Here are some helpful links from the Department of Health to share with your communities:

No-cost State Community Testing Sites: https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/community-testing.jsp

Order an At-Home Test at no cost: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/testsites/athome.html

Test Location Finder Map: https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/index.jsp

Managing Stress Virtual Workshop, April 28, at 2p.m.   
Getting out of “Fight/Flight/Freeze” mode and entering into “Rest and Digest” mode is key to reducing stress and increasing our productive
energy. Participants in this virtual workshop will practice three simple and effective techniques to activate their parasympathetic nervous
system. While targeted toward students, faculty and staff are welcome to attend. 

Horticulture - AgNatR Department 
Campus Community Annual Bedding Plant Sale - April 28 
Online shopping and pick-up available, scan the QR code or click here to begin shopping. 

April 29 Spring Semester Research Presentations, 12 to 2 p.m. 
Anyone interested in sharing their research with the campus community, please send the title, authors, and a 300 word abstract to Dr. Venu
Mukko by April 22. You may join the Zoom presentation here.

Legacy Lecture, Friday, April 30, 11 a.m. 
Legacy Lecture, is a program made popular by Jeffrey Zaslow and Randy Pausch's 2008 book, The Last Lecture. The idea of the last lecture
has a long history within American higher education. Join us via Zoom and hear from former faculty James Schaar and Barry Stephens. 

2021 Horace T. Morse award recipient, Tim Dudley, Ph.D. May 3 recognition event postponed 
Chemistry, Department of Math, Science and Technology 
Associate Professor Tim Dudley's Horace T. Morse Award Recognition, slated virtually for May 3, has been postponed until fall 2021. 

Commencement, May 8 
Ceremonies, split by academic divisions, will be held at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 8 in Lysaker Gymnasium. 

Business and Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education at 10 a.m.

Math, Science & Technology and Agriculture and Natural Resources at 2 p.m.  

Preventing Sexual Misconduct, Discrimination, and Retaliation.  
This online module, required for all employees and student workers, is part of the ongoing President’s Initiative to Prevent Sexual Misconduct
(PIPSM). All employees and student workers will be required to complete this module by May 27, 2021.
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Accolades Faculty & Staff 
Congratulations to Kim Knutson, UMN Crookston Bookstore, Prin Ofc & Admin Specialist for the Exceptional Service Award! The Exceptional
Service Award is an opportunity for U of M Auxiliary Services to recognize team members who have gone above and beyond in the service of
our customers and community. U of M Bookstores falls under the direction of Auxiliary Services.   

Student Success Center 
Josh Parrill, Tutor Program Coordinator, has assumed the role of acting director of the Student Success Center. Additionally, finalists for the
director of student success and academic advising are interviewing this week. Parrill will hold this role until the position is filled.

Search Committee Updates

Business, Arts, and Education Division Head - finalists being interviewed

Equine Science (tenure-track) - Morgan Pyles hired

Marketing (tenure-track) - finalists have interviewed

Math (P&A lecturer) - Mark Dufner hired

Director of Student Success - finalists being interviewed

Disability Resources Center Director - semi-finalists being interviewed

Career Services Coordinator - finalist being interviewed 

Res Life Area Coordinator/Multicultural Education Specialist - accepting applications

HR Director – finalists being interviewed

Senior Maintenance Electrician - position posted

Senior Operating Engineer, Heating Plant - position posted

Building and Grounds Worker (2) 9-month - position posted

Business Affairs Office 
Parking permits for 2021-2022 will be available for purchase beginning in August 2021. Watch for an email from Renee Mulcahy, finance
professional, at the beginning of August. 

The Positioned for Excellence, Alignment, and Knowledge (PEAK) Initiative is a systemwide effort that will identify opportunities across
non-academic functions to increase efficiency or gain capacity, which in turn will help steer our teaching, research, and outreach mission into
the future. The University has engaged with Huron Consulting and KPMG to develop recommendations with the help of leaders and
governance groups. The advisory council for the project consists of members from the Finance and Operations Planning Workgroup, which
developed the initial roadmap for this work. 

University Relations 
When approached directly by a media representative for interviews or story ideas, please forward those contacts to Shawn Smith and
complete this short form. If you, faculty, staff, and/or students have a story idea, event, or activity, do the same by completing this campus
story/release recommendation form.

Guidelines for in-person K-12 youth and spring/summer programs 
Youth programs, activities, and events must comply with the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) guidelines, including COVID-19
Prevention Guidance for Youth and Student Programs. Requests for approval must include a plan outlining how the program will comply with
MDH provisions, as well as a statement by the program leader that they are able to meet all of the requirements. Send requests to your
senior leader for review and endorsement. Senior leaders should email requests for University approval to Jazmin Danielson. Programs must
still register on YouthCentral.
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Supporting one another 
COVID-19 has inflicted unforeseen, temporary hardship on members of our University community—and faculty, staff, and retirees have
stepped up to support their colleagues. As of April 9, generous employees and retirees across the U of M System have given approximately
$10,000 to the U of M Employee Emergency Assistance Fund to provide much-needed financial assistance for colleagues who are unable to
meet immediate, essential expenses. Learn about eligibility requirements and apply for assistance. 

Athletics 
The UMN Crookston baseball team moved up a spot to No. 18 in the NCBWA poll. The Golden Eagles currently have a 16-2 (11-2 NSIC)
mark. They are currently second in the NSIC standings. UMN Crookston is slated to return to play Thursday, April 22 at 1:30 and 3:30 p.m. at
home against Southwest Minnesota State University before hitting the road Saturday, April 24 and Sunday, April 25 against St. Cloud State.

The Golden Eagle men’s golf team had their best showing at the NSIC Men’s Golf Championship since 2014 as they finished eighth overall.
UMN Crookston was led by Connor Humble, who finished in the Top 20 for the third-time in his career at the NSIC Championship. Cade
Pederson had a strong debut, as the redshirt freshman finished tied for 23rd for the Golden Eagles. The UMN Crookston men’s golf team has
a strong core returning for the 2021-22 season as they have now concluded the 2020-21 season.

The Minnesota Crookston softball team picked up a 3-0 win Saturday against Upper Iowa University. UMN Crookston currently has a 7-23 (3-
13 NSIC) mark. Minnesota Crooskton returns home Thursday, April 22 to host St. Cloud State at 1:30 and 3:30 p.m. UMN Crookston will also
be home this weekend as they take on Concordia University-St. Paul Saturday, April 24 at 12 and 2 p.m., and Sunday, April 25 against
Minnesota State University, Mankato at 12 and 2 p.m.

The Golden Eagle women’s golf team opened the season last week at the Hardocker Invite in Rapid City, S.D., and the Augustana Spring
Invitational in SIoux Falls, S.D. UMN Crookston had their lowest round since 2017-18 with a 371. Ellen Solem shot an 85 in the first round of
the Hardocker Invite, while Abby Stender shot an 86 in the first round. Minnesota Crookston will compete in the NSIC Women’s Golf
Championship in Morton, Minn. April 23-25.

Alumni 
Wemimo Abbey '13 
The University of Minnesota Crookston is excited to announce alumnus Wemimo Abbey 2013, recently featured in the New York Times for
work related to his multimillion dollar company, will provide the commencement address for both ceremonies Saturday, May 8. 

UMN Crookston commencement organizers stated that in order to have a safe commencement and follow COVID-19 protocols from the CDC
and Minnesota Department of Health there will be two commencement ceremonies on Saturday, May 8, in Lysaker Gymnasium. Abbey will
attend and address both in-person events, which will be split into two academic divisions. Business and Humanities, Social Sciences, and
Education will have a ceremony at 10 a.m., while Math, Science, and Technology and Agriculture and Natural Resources will convene at 2
p.m. Each student attending the graduation will be allowed two guests at their respective ceremony. Approximately 200 students will
participate in this year’s graduation ceremonies. For more on this story, click here. 

Left to right: Samir Goel and Wemimo Abbey, co-founders ESUSU
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