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From the Chancellor

None of us is as smart as all of us. – Ken Blanchard

Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.--Helen Keller
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Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is

progress. Working together is success." --Henry Ford

The strength of the team is each individual member. The

strength of each member is the team. --Phil Jackson

"It takes two flints to make a fire." --Louisa May Alcott

These are some of my favorite quotes about working

together and becoming an effective team.  In every position

on campus, we are all dependent upon others and they

depend on us.  We are interconnected and should be

thinking about how our response impacts others. In fact, none of us can do our jobs

without each other. What does it mean on a daily basis to be a team player?  Obviously

depending on your position, there will be different responses, but it may be as simple as

responding to someone’s email or text in a timely manner, acknowledging their perspective

and taking it into consideration when making a decision, or supporting someone through

encouragement.  

Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. The ability to direct

individual accomplishments toward organizational objectives. It is the fuel that allows

common people to attain uncommon results.--Andrew Carnegie

Together Everyone Achieves More.  (TEAM)

Register to Vote:

As members of a diverse University community, we all share in the responsibility of

shaping our society. For citizens of the United States age 18 and older, voting is the

easiest way to participate in a social dialogue. Different levels of government determine

your community’s response to everything from potholes to parks, and voting gives you the

chance to select the people making those decisions. I urge you to make sure you are

registered to vote at z.umn.edu/votes.

The deadline in Minnesota to pre-register to vote is October 13. However, after that date

you can still vote absentee or register at your polling location on Election Day. If you are

from a different state and plan on voting there, please check your state’s rules and

deadlines.

During these unprecedented times, voting may take a little more planning than it has in the

past. However, the state of Minnesota provides you with three reliable options casting your

ballot:

Vote in person on November 3 at your polling place. To vote in person, you must

be registered by October 13 at 5:00 p.m. or take advantage of Minnesota’s “same

day registration” option.
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Apply to vote absentee by mail. Using this method, your ballot must be postmarked

by November 3 and arrive at your county election office by November 10.

Vote before Election Day at an early voting location or the county election office.

We hope these options will make it possible for students to vote without missing class. 

However, because our  Makeup Work for Legitimate Absences policy does not explicitly

excuse students from classes to vote, we ask instructors to consider reasonable

accommodations for students who experience unforeseen delays in voting that create a

conflict with their class schedule. 

I also urge faculty members to provide students with reminders to register and vote: please

consider putting z.umn.edu/votes on your class canvas pages. The University has

also created a zoom background and a powerpoint slide for all faculty, staff, and students

to use while teaching, attending meetings, or giving presentations as a way to encourage

each other to raise our voices this election.

United Way 

By now, you should have received your United Way request.  I urge you to do what you

can to help support our region through United Way.  This year's UMN Crookston United

Way Campaign drive, "Change doesn't happen alone," is taking place October 9 through

November 6. Many of you know the impact our local dollars make. Giving to the United

Way is the most powerful way to give back to our community. 

See how generosity and action are leading change within our communities.

www.unitedwayofcrookston.org or facebook.com/unitedwayofcrookston

Please consider pledging today as our campus goal is: $6,000. 

You can find more information on how to give to this year's United Way campaign further

down in this week's newsletter.

International Students

International students bring diversity of thought and ideas to our campus.  This year we

have 53 international students on campus and 21 online. In late September, U.S.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) at the Department of Homeland Security

published proposed regulations that would dramatically limit the “duration of stay” for

international students studying in the United States. The University has responded to the

department with our significant concerns. The proposed regulations will likely increase

costs for both students and ICE; they will diminish the number of international students

who want to study in the United States and at the University, and; this change reflects an

arbitrary approach that penalizes students who, like so many, may change their academic

direction during the course of their studies, thus requiring additional time to complete their
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degree. The 30-day public comment period on the proposed changes closes on October

26, and individuals are encouraged to submit comments.

Have a great week.

Chancellor Holz-Clause

From Enrollment Management 

Update On-Campus Visits:

"Campus Experience" visits are offered Tuesday through Friday and we are allowing

two-three families to visit per day. We are now back to "normal" and showing the

residence halls as part of the tour. 

2019-2020 visit comparison:

Aug 2019 = 41 visitors vs August 19-31, 2020 = 25 (six on-campus + 19

virtual visits) 

Sept 2019 = 10 visitors vs September 2020 = 32 (22 visitors + 10 virtual

visits) 

Oct 2019 = 42 visitors vs October 2020 = 40 (who have visited or are

scheduled to visit later this month) 

September has historically been a slow visit month because high school students

are starting school and it is a hectic time for them. October visits are typically

higher.   

From March through October 2020, we had 156 virtual visitors sign up and receive

information about UMN Crookston, with approximately 54% indicating they want to

meet with faculty. 

During on-campus visits from September 2019 through March 2020, 92% of those

on-campus visits met with faculty. 

Of the students who have visited campus with an interest in starting Fall 2020, 64%

confirmed. Over the next few months, we will begin monitoring the Fall 2021

applications versus confirmation numbers for visitors.
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From Campus Health  

Cold and flu season is here and it's time to do what we can to keep ourselves healthy.

Many symptoms of COVID-19 are similar to flu symptoms and getting a flu shot lessens

your chance of getting the flu and having any uncertainty. Health Services, in partnership

with Polk County Public Health, has scheduled a first flu shot clinic for faculty and staff to

be held on Friday, October 23 in Bede Ballroom from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. There will be a

second date in early November (date to be confirmed). Your shot is covered by your

insurance.  

Students, we are planning on two dates for student flu shots, the  first clinic of October 22

in the Bede Ballroom 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. We will advertise the second one to you once

we receive final confirmation from the provider. You will need to bring your insurance card

so that your insurance can be billed. We will have these on dates separate from

faculty/staff shot clinics in order to keep the capacity down and allow for physical

distancing and COVID-19 safety precautions. 

Please contact Health Services if you have any questions. 

From Retirement Programs 

The last day to enroll in the University's Retirement Incentive Option (RIO) is coming up.

This one-time opportunity for voluntary retirement for eligible employees is available until

Monday, October 19. Interested Faculty, P&A, Civil Service, and Labor-Represented

employees must complete an application and meet the program requirements before that

date. Participants must retire by January 15, 2021. 

Visit z.umn.edu/UMNRIO for more details, eligibility requirements, frequently asked

questions, and a video webinar. The Office of Human Resources Contact Center can

answer additional questions at benefits@umn.edu, 612-624-8647, or 800-756-2363.

From Outreach and Engagement

United Way Campaign

This year's UMN Crookston United Way Campaign drive, "Change doesn't happen alone," 

is taking place October 9 through November 6. Giving to the United Way is the most
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powerful way to give back to our community. See how generosity and action are leading

change within our communities. www.unitedwayofcrookston.org or

facebook.com/unitedwayofcrookston

Our campus goal is: $6,000; please consider giving today.

DONATION OPTIONS:

Electronic Pledge or https://cng.frontstream.com/CNGUWOFC/Pledge 

Cash, check, payroll deduction, or quarterly direct bill (information will be in campus

mailboxes)

October 9 - Pledge cards were placed in your campus mailbox. You may consider giving

electronically by clicking here or https://cng.frontstream.com/CNGUWOFC/Pledge. 

Tuesday, October 13 at 6:30 p.m. Crookston United Way will hold a Golf Ball Drop at the

UMN Crookston practice football field. Due to COVID-19 you are able to watch via social

media:

facebook.com/unitedwayofcrookston

November 2-6, Crookston United Way will hold a Silent Auction:

 facebook.com/unitedwayofcrookston

From University of Minnesota Financial Services 

University decides not to implement payroll tax holiday 

The University has decided not to implement the Social Security payroll tax holiday (IRS

Notice 2020-65) at this time. Among other factors, the tax holiday only defers taxes;

employees would still be required to pay the taxes later, starting in January 2021, resulting

in large tax withholdings from paychecks next year. The University’s decision aligns with

other Big Ten Conference universities and local private industry.

From the Wellbeing Program  

New Wellbeing Program platform 

The Wellbeing Program year for employees has begun and the Office of Human

Resources (OHR) has debuted the all-new online platform for the program, complete with

new activity and customization options and a convenient app. Even if you’ve participated in
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the Wellbeing Program before, you’ll need to enroll on the new platform. Learn more on

OHR’s guide.

Farewell

Nancy Vraa, Residential Life, UMN Crookston 

Neal Vraa, Facilities, UMN Crookston 

SAAC Allows Student-Athletes to Have Their Voices Heard

The Student-Athlete Advisory Council or SAAC, serves

as the voice for all of the student-athletes on campuses

across the nation. Never has it been more important to

have a voice than during the current times with

everything going on in the world with COVID-19, racial

unrest, and the 2020 election upcoming. 

SAAC at Minnesota Crookston has continued meeting throughout the last five months.

They have gathered plans together for their initiatives for the 2020-21 school year, and

they have met with SAAC groups from across the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference

(NSIC) this summer, to let their voices be heard by the NSIC and by the University of

Minnesota Crookston. 

To read the full story, click here.

From International Programs  

Another enjoyable fall experience besides apple picking in the United States is the corn

maze and we were grateful for an unusually warm October evening this year. The students

appreciated the opportunity to be outdoors. The first full-size corn maze was believed to be
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created in Pennsylvania in 1993, and typically U.S.

farmers cut down their corn mazes the first week of

November. We're glad we were able to bring our

students to enjoy this unique activity.    

Elina Vlasova from Ukraine shared: 

"When I was five, Mom usually bought cassettes with 

old American movies. Even now I remember a

monophonic male translation, which all of them had. And

then one day she brought me a cassette about a family

in the suburbs. I don’t remember the name of the movie,

but the image of a cornfield with a maze remained with

me forever. Since that time this image has become for me an integral part of American

culture. I am very thankful to UMN Crookston that they gave me the opportunity to be the

character of that movie film fifteen years later. It was one of the best days I've had as a

student here. Especially I liked the part, when we got lost in a long maze."

Maroon and Gold Fridays 

Maroon and Gold Fridays are back! Faculty, staff, students

and Crookston residents/businesses join us weekly for

Maroon and Gold Fridays for a chance to win a gift card.

Beginning Monday, October 5 through Friday, October 30

share on social media a picture of you in your best 

Maroon and Gold by tagging @umncrookston or DM any

of our social media accounts! Winners will be chosen weekly, on Friday, and be announced

every Saturday on social media in October.
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