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From the Chancellor

 

I hope you had a chance to catch up on everything by attending the Town Hall zoom on

Thursday, October 1. If you missed it and want to watch the recording it can be found at:
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https://umn.zoom.us/rec/share/v8kufMFGYGMawRaLFVrBh

FFleu1dpLCNzrDmNIHnHzaFeDsHvCwkoO-

5AKEPMTdB.xFjeKMgD7epUQStp?

startTime=1601569985000 

As we all go through these trying and interesting times, I ask

that you supercharge your kindness efforts.  It may not be in

our nature, especially when we are having a bad day, to

think of kindness, but the benefits to others can be

impactful.  

I remember at my Mother’s funeral how many people

came up and shared with me the many acts of kindness

she has gifted them during her life. It was one of the

moments of self-reflection about how well I had been

doing in that department.  There definitely was and is a

lot of room for improvement in that area, but consciously

thinking about how you can positively affect others can make our current scenario a little

less burdensome.  

Kindness is a universal tenet of most of the major organized religions in the world.  A quick

search revealed this. For each religion, the words may be different but the core belief is the

same… 

Bahá’í Faith 

Lay not on any soul a load that you would not wish to be laid upon you, and desire not for

anyone the things you would not desire for yourself. – Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings

Buddhism 

Treat not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful. – The Buddha, Udana-Varga

5.18

Christianity 

In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the

prophets. – Jesus, Matthew 7:12 

Confucianism 

One word which sums up the basis of all good conduct….loving-kindness. Do not do to

others what you do not want  done to yourself. – Confucius, Analects 15.23 

Hinduism 

This is the sum of duty: do not do to others what would cause pain if done to you. –
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Mahabharata 5:1517 

Islam 

Not one of you truly believes until you wish for others what you wish for yourself. – The

Prophet Muhammad, Hadith

Jainism 

One should treat all creatures in the world as one would like to be treated. –

Mahavira, Sutrakritanga 1.11.33

Judaism  

What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbour. This is the whole Torah; all the rest is

commentary. Go and learn it. – Hillel, Talmud, Shabbath 31a

Native Spirituality 

We are as much alive as we keep the earth alive. – Chief Dan George 

Sikhism

I am a stranger to no one; and no one is a stranger to me. Indeed, I am a friend to all. –

Guru Granth Sahib, p.1299 

Taoism 

Regard your neighbour’s gain as your own gain and your neighbour’s loss as your own

loss. – Lao Tzu, T’ai Shang Kan Ying P’ien, 213-218 

Unitarianism 

We affirm and promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are

a part. – Unitarian principle 

Zoroastrianism 

Do not do unto others whatever is injurious to yourself. – Shayast-na-Shayast 13.29 

(Acknowledgements: This original English version was prepared by Paul McKenna.)

Retrieved from https://inspiremetoday.com/blog/kindness-the-core-of-12-religions/ 

From kindness to Maroon and Gold Day. Definitely a non-sequitur--or is it?  It is all about

creating a community.  A community where we are all respected, valued, and are here for

each other and our common reasons and purpose. By sharing something benign as the

“school colors,” is a way to visually show our belief in our mission, each other, and create a

sense of belonging and Golden Eagle Pride.  (Our goals #2 and #3). 

On a quick walk around campus on Maroon and Gold Friday I found the following faculty
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and staff in the “colors.”  Can you guess who they are?   

The answers will be posted on the Chancellor’s door.

Tra

javascript:;


Tra

javascript:;


And a few who didn’t want to feel left out took “selfies,” drinking their coffee with “M” cups,

while working from home.
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We extend our wishes for a speedy recovery to President Trump and First Lady Melania

and our public servants who have recently tested positive for COVID-19.  May all who are

struggling with the disease have good outcomes and fully recover. 
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Until next week. 

Chancellor Mary

UMN System Campaign  

The University of Minnesota system has developed the first-ever system recruitment

campaign. We’re excited to share a preview of the new campaign, “Discover the University

of Minnesota for You,” which launched on September 30.

The campaign was developed collectively with each of the campuses’ admissions

marketing leaders.  

Be sure to check out some of the campaign elements below.

Campaign videos

Campaign podcasts

Campaign website 

Assurance Testing 

As the President stated in her letter on October 5, we now have another tool, which will be

added to MTest to help our efforts around COVID-19. As part of the state’s response to

COVID-19, Governor Tim Walz and the State of Minnesota are directing Federal CARES

Act funding to make a mail order saliva testing program via Vault Health available at no

cost to those working in public higher education. The University is partnering with the state

to implement this program systemwide for our faculty, staff, graduate assistants, and

professionals in training. The one-time use for the test will be available through December

31, 2020.  Availability through the state beyond the end of the year will depend on the

state’s evaluation of the effectiveness of the program and the status of federal funding. 
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From Outreach and Engagement  

2020-2021 UNITED WAY OF CROOKSTON partners with

UMN Crookston to raise funds to support health and

service agencies that serve the Crookston and surrounding

area.  

In a time like this, our help is needed even more.  

This year's UMN Crookston United Way Campaign drive, "Change doesn't happen

alone", is October 9 - November 6.  

Our campus goal is: $6,000.00  

DONATION OPTIONS: 
Electronic Pledge, Cash, Check, Payroll Deduction or Quarterly Direct Bill 

October 9 - Pick up your pledge card from your campus mailbox or consider giving

electronically by clicking here. 

This year we present a virtual presentation of our 2021 campaign. Giving to the United

Way is the most powerful way to give back to your community. See how generosity and

action are leading change within our communities. www.unitedwayofcrookston.org or

facebook.com/unitedwayofcrookston

From Human Resources  

DEADLINE FOR RIO IS OCTOBER 19 

To make retirement easier and more attractive for long-term faculty and staff, the

University of Minnesota is offering a $38,000 contribution to participating employees to

offset future healthcare costs. Faculty and staff have until October 19 to enroll in the 2020

Retirement and Incentive Option (RIO). For more information

visit https://humanresources.umn.edu/benefits/rio2020

UMN Crookston Teambackers  

2020-2021 Membership Drive 

All faculty and staff are encouraged to show their Golden

Eagle Pride for University of Minnesota Crookston
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Athletics and join UMC Teambackers. Recently, information was sent via campus mail

about the 2020-2021 UMC Teambackers Membership Drive. The completed form and gift

can be returned to the Alumni & Development Office, but you can also make your donation

easily online by going to the link below and selecting "Ongoing Payroll Deduction" in the

Gift Frequency section. 

Make a gift to UMC Teambackers 

We hope you will consider lifting up Golden Eagle Athletics and becoming a Teambacker

today! 

UMC Teambackers brochure 

For questions, please contact Derek Martin at 218-281-8436 or derekm@umn.edu.

Athletics Update  

The University of Minnesota Crookston athletic department began their CARA (Countable

Athletic Related Activity) hours on Monday, September 28. The Golden Eagle student-

athletes are currently completing up to eight hours a week of non-contact drills, while

complying to social distancing and universal masking guidelines. UMN Crookston athletics

was able to begin CARA hours due to the start of asymptomatic testing Thursday,

September 24

Campus Nurse 

We are excited to have Nan Widseth as our University of Minnesota Crookston campus

nurse in Health Services. Widseth comes to UMN Crookston from Polk County Public

Health. She officially began her duties at UMN Crookston on October 5. Stay tuned to

more information regarding clinic hours at https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/health-services

From Finance and Human Resources 

On Monday October 5 through Friday October 9, HCA Asset Management will be on our

Crookston campus to conduct a physical inventory of capital equipment in all departments

on campus. Capital equipment is all items purchased over $5000.  
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Please help HCA locate any items if you are questioned in your area. Federal regulations

require the University to inventory all equipment assets within a two year period.  

If you have any questions, concerns or feedback, either before or during the inventory

process, please contact Donna Larson (dslarson@umn.edu) at UMN Crookston or Twin

Cities Inventory Scott Eggert (egger006@umn.edu).

From Financial Aid

The Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships is doing a giveaway to encourage returning

students to complete the 2021-2022 FAFSA and Specialty Scholarship Application; both

applications opened October 1.

From Enrollment Management  

Extra Visitors on Campus October 15-17: 
Every year in October the Minnesota Education Academy hosts a conference for K-12

educators. So what does that mean for high school students? No classes on those days!
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So what do local colleges do? Ramp up those visit days! We're doing exactly that... Over

the course of three days we will be hosting nine different visit options (eight small group

tours and one virtual event). Please give our guests to campus a warm welcome if you see

us in the halls! 

We're waiving our $25 application fee for the month of October: 
October is Minnesota College Knowledge month in high schools, and we're joining the

tradition by waiving our application fee for all students that apply in October. We've been

receiving 2021 applications for a month now and have begun admitting students. 

Upcoming October recruitment events:

10/5 - 10/9: WorldWide College Tours International event (virtual)

10/5 - 10/8: South Dakota Education Fairs (virtual)

10/6 - Minnesota Education Fair (virtual)

10/7 - Wisconsin Education Fair (virtual)

10/15 - 10/17: MEA visits (on campus and virtual)

10/20 - Minnesota Association of Counselors of Color Fair (virtual)

10/21 - U of M System Director's High School Guidance Counselor event (virtual)

10/21 - U of M System Director's Student/Family event (virtual)

10/22 - Rodgers High School Fair (virtual)

10/28 - U of M System Director's High School Guidance Counselor event (virtual)

10/28 - U of M System Director's Student/Family event (virtual)

10/29 - Minnesota Association of Counselors of Color Fair (virtual)

New Website Coming Soon! 
A new UMN Crookston home page has officially launched. Additional new web pages will

launch soon.

From International Programs 

We celebrated the Mid-Autumn Festival on October 1; the fifteenth day of the eighth lunar

month. This festival is also known as the Lantern or Mooncake Festival, and it is known as

Chuseok (Korean Thanksgiving) in Korea, and Tsukimi in Japan. Mooncakes made of

sweet lotus paste or red beans are traditionally eaten with tea, and lanterns of all shapes

and sizes are displayed to symbolically light our way to prosperity and good luck.  Students
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from the Multicultural International Club also tried their hand in

making these delicious mooncakes.
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Maroon and Gold Fridays 

Maroon and Gold Fridays are back! Faculty, staff,

students and Crookston residents/businesses join us

weekly for Maroon and Gold Fridays for a chance to win

a gift card. Beginning Monday, October 5 through Friday,

October 30 share on social media a picture of you in

your best Maroon and Gold by tagging @umncrookston

or DM any of our social media accounts! Winners will be chosen weekly, on Friday, and be

announced every Saturday on social media in October.
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