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Tuesday Motivation: 

"The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not fighting the old, but on 

building the new." - Socrates. Happy Tuesday! 

 

UMN Crookston Point of Pride 

31 percent of UMN Crookston graduates completed their degree with no debt.  
 

  

 

Septem horribilis 

 

https://www.crk.umn.edu/


 

Back in 1992, Queen Elizabeth spoke of the horrible year in Buckingham 

Palace. Perhaps some of you are old enough to remember her “Annus horribilis” 

speech. While we didn’t experience the depths horribilis as Buckingham Palace 

did that year our “septem” is one we want to have on the books and glad it is 

behind us. Thanks to all of you who helped with the residence hall clean up and 

kept things going during our Polar Vortex. Countless people ensured that our 

buildings were warm and our students fed and cared for both emotionally and 

physically. Thanks to all of you who had a part in keeping this treasure from 

becoming iced in. At the expense of leaving someone out, I won’t mention 

names. If you were one of 50 plus people who helped while the University was 

closed—we thank you.  

 

We are in the early stages of preparing the budget for FY 2020. We appreciate 

all the ideas, feedback and commitment you are making to help all of us make 

informed decisions. We want to be open and transparent in this process. All of 

us are smarter together than we are making decisions in a vacuum. 

 

My predictions for the next few weeks. Spring will come and our basketball 

teams are going to get out of their mid cycle funk and start winning again. But 

they need your support. Plan on attending the home games this week and check 

out the We are Ice –I mean–Water exhibit in the Kiehle Rotunda. 

 

All the best for a great week, 

 

Chancellor Mary 

Looking Forward to this Week   

Bingo Bash: Join Golden Eagle Entertainment on Friday February 8th at 7 p.m. 

in Heritage Classroom for a Bingo Bash! 

Enjoy a night of bingo and win some stellar prizes in the process. Snacks and 

beverages provided. For more information, click here.  

  

https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=EF29DBD8-154A-4CC9-963B-01B0DC99871D


  

 

Looking Forward to this Week   

Virtual / Online Career Fair: On Thursday, February 7 at 10 a.m., students and 

alumni are invited to interact via chat sessions and meet organizations recruiting 

talent across all majors and degrees during the virtual/online career fair for 

students and alumni. To register, please click here.    

 

We Are Water - Agriculture Forum: Thursday, February 7 will feature 

an Agriculture Water Forum in Kiehle Auditorium from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Presentations include Minnesota Agriculture Water Quality Certification program, 

the science of vegetated buffers and movement of water in tile drainage systems. 

Lunch is provided. This event is free and open to the public. For more information, 

click here.  

 

Insight Radio 

Radio: Make sure to tune in to listen to UMN Crookston Senior Charlie Schocker 

during her interview. Hosted by UMN Crookston student Amber Johnson. 

https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=8F989C92-0935-473B-82F3-2C285ED418BB
https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=3BC37FAD-CB28-471E-B108-E3362F5333DA


 

The Origins of Ag Arama  

A Letter from Gary McVey to Chancellor Holz-Clause:  

Chancellor Mary: Gary McVey here. 

 

I hope Ag-Arama was enjoyed by the students, faculty and guests.  When I arrived 

in 1974, the Ag. and NatR. Activities Day was held in January. Each year the 

weather seemed to bring an Arctic Blast. In establishing the date to initiate Ag 

Arama we checked with the Exp. Station Meteorologist to determine the probability 

of the worst weather weekend in December and January.  

 

Russell Severson informed us the third week of January had been the worst 

weather weekend the most times since 1895. We switched Ag. Activities Day to 

early December and established Ag Arama in late January. The main reason we 

started Ag Arama was to keep the students on campus over the cold weekends in 

January as UMC was being called a “suitcase” college.  Provost Sahlstrom asked 

that I come up with activities to keep more students on campus.  

 

Preparing for the event required working over the weekends prior to Ag Arama so 

along with Ag. Activities Day in December and other activities we did diminish the 

exiting on Fridays. One Ag Arama in the 1970’s was really cold with wind chills 

estimated at –99 below at 2:30 pm, wind gusts up to 40-50 mph, a blizzard taking 

place and temps at nearly –35 below zero. We had cars parked in the large 

RRVWS building. The cars and trucks outside had to be started every two hours to 

allow starting at all. The blizzard deteriorated in the evening, but we had the 

parents call their students when they were safely home. Also, the heat went out in 

the old glass greenhouse that stood at the back of Selvig Hall, we saved most of 

the plant material, but lost the modest Orchid collection.  

 

Enough trivia for now.  Happy New Year!  

The Buzz Around Campus 

Academic Success Center: The Academic Success Center has submitted a 

successful proposal to present at the Higher Learning Commission's annual 

conference in April.  Allison Haas, Josh Parrill, and Kelsey Torgerson will present 

on developing a successful online tutoring program. The conference's theme this 

year is Roadmaps to Student Success, and it will be held in Chicago. 



 

 

Partnership with Minnesota Horse Breeders: The University of Minnesota 

Crookston Equine Science program has announced that it will have openings to 

foal out mares for Spring Semester 2019. This will give owners another option to 

foal mares out in Minnesota, making the foals eligible for Minnesota Breeders Fund 

Awards. For the full story, click here.  

 

Comings and Goings 

 As you are aware Aaron Meyer is leaving his post as our Career Center 

Director. Michelle Christopherson will be assuming the duties of 

coordinating the Gold Pass, internships, and informing students of career 

fairs, coordinating our career events, and helping to unearth employment 

and internship possibilities. 

o Through Student Affairs programming and other student 

opportunities, our students will be developing their resumes and 

honing their interview skills to ensure they can be successful in their 

internships, and ultimately employment after graduation. 

 

Research Opportunities:  

Research at the MN State Fair: D2D sign-up extended to March 4 - A limited 

number of spots remain to conduct research at the beautiful D2D Research 

Facilitythis summer. D2D is for faculty, students, and staff U-wide to recruit from 

among 2 million fairgoers for on-site human-subjects research. Average 

enrrollement is 156 per shift (range 56 - 358). One quarter of participants live 

outside the 11-county metro. A ten-minute application is due March 4. For more 

information, contact Annie Hotop at d2d@umn.edu or call 612-626-8590.  

Summer 2019 

 Youth Day Horseback Riding Camp 

o  June 12, 2019 

o July 15, 2019 

o August 5, 2019 

 Ages 8-17 years old  

 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/partnershipminnesotahorsebreeders
http://d2d.umn.edu/
http://d2d.umn.edu/
https://redcap.ahc.umn.edu/surveys/?s=XTKED7KADP


 

 UMN Crookston Stables  

 Adult Riding Clinic  

o May 29, 2019 

o June 5, 12, 19, and 26, 2019 

 6:30 - 9 p.m. 

 UMN Crookston Stables  

 Youth Intermediate Riding Clinic  

o May 30, 2019 

o June 6, 13, 20, and 27, 2019 

 6:30 - 9 p.m. 

 UMN Crookston Stables  

 

Save the Dates 

 Western Regional Science Fair – February 9, 2019 

 Alumni Recognition at the BB game followed by a post-game social – 

February 9, 2019 

 Arizona Alumni Social – February 15 and 16, 2019 

 Professional Development Day – February 18, 2019 

 Animal Explorations Days – February 22 and 23, 2019 

 Open Ride night with the Horseman's Club and Rodeo Club and fundraiser 

for the Study Abroad Club for the trip to Ireland – February 2, 2019 

 MSHSL Tournament – February 28, 2019 

 MSHSL Tournament – March 7, 2019 

 Natural Resources Exploration Days – March 8 and 9, 2019 

 Admit Day – March 15, 2019 

 Business Challenge Day – March 27, 2019 

 Basic/beginner riding clinic with Polk County 4-H at UTOC Arena from 6 - 8 

p.m. – April 2, 2019 

 Athletic Banquet and President Kaler's last visit – April 25, 2019 

 Teambacker Fun Nite – April 26, 2019 

 MinnTucky Derby – May 4, 2019 

 Northern Great Plains Youth Institute – May 6, 2019 

 Farm to Table – August 9, 2019 



 

  

Weekly Activities 

Monday, February 4, 2019 

Meditation Monday 

Knitting Monday's 

 

Tuesday, February 5, 2019 

Color Yourself to Calm  

Dr. Balaraman on Campus 

We Are Water Family Night 

 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Virtual/Online Career Fair for Students & Alumni - Register Now 

We Are Water Agriculture Water Forum  

Dr. Balaraman on Campus  

 

Friday, February 8, 2019 

The Writing Hour (for faculty & staff)  

UMC Women's Basketball vs Minnesota State University of Mankato  

UMC Men's Basketball vs Minnesota State University of Mankato  

Bingo Bash  
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********************* 

Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of 

Minnesota Crookston every Monday except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published occasionally  Issues are 

posted online at update-e-relations/campus-universitywww.crk.umn.edu/units/ .If you have any questions regarding the 

information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu .The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity 

educator and employer. 
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