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From the Vice Chancellor  
 
Small Campus. Big Degree. We see, say, and hear this phrase frequently. The individual attention, sense of 
community, and the caring and commitment of faculty and staff make the Crookston “small campus” feel 
supportive and focused on student success. The “big degree” connects us to the rest of the system and speaks 
to the high value of a degree from the University of Minnesota. Because students’ and alumni stories about 
their experiences at UMC seem so well captured by this phrase, “Small Campus. Big Degree.” never seems 
clichéd or trite to me. 
 
Still, I found myself experiencing “Small Campus. Big Degree.” in a new way during a recent trip to Morocco, 
where the University of Minnesota name looms large, especially in agriculture, higher education, and policy-
setting circles. Between 1970 and the mid-1990s, Moroccans earned 243 M.S. and 127 Ph.D. degrees from the 
U of M. These individuals have served in high-level government roles, taught thousands of students in several 
Moroccan universities, led companies in agribusiness and other fields, and shared their expertise across many 
sectors of Moroccan society and business. The University of Minnesota is a “big degree” in Morocco. 
 
Fellow travelers included UMC faculty and staff Kim Gillette, Harouna Maiga, Venu Mukku, Rob Proulx, Oxana 
Wieland, as well as Rani Bhattacharyya (Crookston Regional Extension) and Mary Roberts (Twin Cities 
horticulture), and trip organizer John Vreyens (Director of Global Initiatives, Extension). We met with senior 
administrators and faculty of six different universities and agriculture experts at the U.S. Embassy, an 
agricultural research institute, and agribusiness organizations. Many of the people we met are U of M alumni. 
 
At the National School of Agriculture in Fes, we were greeted by Dr. Mohammed Boulif, a UM alumnus who 
was sporting a maroon U of M baseball cap. He led us to Had Kourt, a small town that is home to the 
Association for Sustainable Agriculture (ASA), a local association of farmers who banded together five years 
ago to address catastrophic failure of their wheat crop. The farmers remain together today to promote 
sustainable agricultural practices (e.g., no-till farming) and fair market prices for producers. The University of 
Minnesota, in the person of Dr. Boulif, has been instrumental in the success of the ASA and its member 
farmers. 
 
On a different day, touring one of the universities, we walked past an open office in which several students sat 
chatting. One of them noticed the U of M colors and logos we were wearing and shouted out to us, “The 
University of Minnesota is a great university.” We heartily agreed. 
 
Among the concrete outcomes already emerging from the trip are plans for collaboration between the Twin 
Cities horticulture program and UMC faculty, UMC faculty collaborations with Moroccan faculty, the possibility 
of UMC receiving a cohort of undergraduate students from Complex Horticole (Agadir, Morocco), and plans to 
continue conversations about collaborative academic programs. Even more concretely, Dr. Oxana Wieland’s 
paper on  "Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and Private Equity Fund practices” has been 
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accepted for presentation at the 5th International Conference of Entrepreneurial Finance. She will be heading 
back to Agadir, Morocco in December. Over the next few years, we hope to expand the opportunities for 
many UMC members to take part in the U of M’s Moroccan connections. 
 
After experiencing the University of Minnesota through the eyes of the many Moroccans with whom we met, 
the members of the traveling team have fresh reason to agree. The University of Minnesota is, indeed, a great 
university. Small Campus! Big Degree! 
 
Barbara Keinath 
Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs 
University of Minnesota Crookston 
 
 
Featured Events & Activities 
 
Graduate and Professional School Fair, Thursday, October 12 – 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant 
Student Center 
 
Thursday Night Thrills featuring Comedian Pete Lee, Thursday, October 12 – 7 p.m., Kiehle Auditorium 
 
Student Leadership Development Program: Take Back College with Ryan Penneau, Saturday, October 14 – 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Bede Ballroom, free for UMC students, pre-registration is encouraged 
 
Soup and Substance: Laura Aanstad "My Journey Back from Addiction," Tuesday, October 17 – Noon to 1:30 
p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
Faculty Workshop: Games, Simulation, and Role-Play, Wednesday, October 18 – 3:30 to 5 p.m., Prairie 
Room, Sargeant Student Center 
 
National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week Speaker: Former NFL Quarterback Ryan Leaf, Wednesday, 
October 18 – 7 p.m., Kiehle Auditiorium, free and open to the public 
 
Campus Preview Days Hosted by Admissions and Academic Departments, Thursday, October 19, and Friday, 
October 20 – 8:45 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. check in, Sargeant Student Center 
 
Faculty and Staff Professional Development Day, Friday, October 27 – classes excused 
 
------------ 
For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week, visit UMC Today at 
www.crk.umn.edu/today, or review UMC’s news page at www.crk.umn.edu/news. 
Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief, an online weekly internal news digest, at 
http://brief.umn.edu/. 
 
 
Student Stories 
 
This summer, Selena Young, a junior majoring in equine science from Plymouth, Minn., spent three weeks in 
Thailand helping animals, discovering Thai culture, and learning what it’s like to be a veterinarian. Traveling 
with study-abroad organization Loop Abroad, Young was selected as part of a small team that volunteered 
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giving care at a dog shelter. She also spent a week working directly with rescued elephants at an elephant 
sanctuary. Learn more at www.crk.umn.edu/news/young-travels-thailand-work-elephants. 
 
Working as a veterinary technician intern at one of the most prestigious equine medical facilities in the 
country was the perfect setting for University of Minnesota Crookston senior Katie Warner to gain valuable 
skills and witness the latest techniques in the care of horses and foals. The Hagyard Equine Medical Institute 
in Lexington, Kentucky, was home to Warner from January to July where she worked with thoroughbred 
mares and their foals during breeding season. Learn more at www.crk.umn.edu/news/senior-pre-vet-major-
katie-warner.  
 
Assistant Professor Matt Simmons and his students heated things up during their first lab of the semester. 
Simmons had his Habitat Restoration class out to the Pankratz Prairie area near Crookston for a prescribed 
burn. Among the students taking part in the burn was Desariah Santillanez, a junior majoring in natural 
resources from Bellvue, Colo. Learn more at www.crk.umn.edu/news/students-conduct-prescribed-burn-
pankratz-prairie. 
  
 
Around Campus 
 
Emergency Preparedness, Health & Safety – 
 
SAFE-U is the mass notification text messaging system for all campuses of the University of Minnesota 
system. It uses the Everbridge platform and allows the University to effectively communicate with students, 
staff, faculty, and visitors in emergency situations. Students, faculty, and staff are automatically registered to 
receive messages from the campus where they are primarily affiliated. A test SAFE-U text message will be 
sent sometime in the next two weeks for the Crookston campus. Tip: It is recommended that individuals save 
89361 and 87844 into their cell phone as a contact called “SAFE-U” so when an emergency text message is 
sent from the University, “SAFE-U” will appear as the sender. Learn more at 
www.crk.umn.edu/units/emergency-preparedness.  
 
A free flu shot clinic will be held for UMC employees on Tuesday, October 17, and Tuesday, October 24, 
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. Employees should bring their employee 
ID. 
 
 
Academic Affairs – 
 
Associate Professor Alvin Killough will be a guest lecturer for the software engineering class SE 2400 Human-
Computer Interaction (HCI) and will offer the lecture “Responding to Stimuli:  Does Technology Have Race or 
Gender?” on Wednesday, October 11, from 2 to 3 p.m. in Peterson Classroom, Heritage Hall. All interested 
members of the campus community—students, faculty, and staff—are welcome to attend. The lecture will 
begin to address the following questions: Is technology value neutral? Does race matter, or whose gender 
matters? How are you prepared as an interface with the emerging global, international, and local contexts? 
What understandings of people’s experiences do you see as important skill sets that will be also important in 
the deployment of technology? 
 
A faculty development workshop on games, simulation, and role-play will be held on Wednesday, October 
18, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the Prairie Room, Sargeant Student Center. The workshop is open to all faculty. For 
more information, contact Stacie Varnson, svarnson@umn.edu or 218-281-8555. 
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Student Affairs – 
 
As part of the University of Minnesota’s system-wide support for mental health, there is a new resource 
available to Student Services Fee-paying students on all campuses: Learn to Live. This new resource is a no 
cost, confidential service that includes online assessments, self-paced digital programs, and optional 
personalized coaching. Programs use online Cognitive Behavioral Therapy to help individuals with issues 
related to stress, depression, and social anxiety. Students interested in Learn to Live may find it online at 
www.learntolive.com/partners, using the code “UMN” to access.  
 
The Clothesline Project will be on display Tuesday and Wednesday, October 10 and 11, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. in Bede Ballroom, rooms A, B, and C. The display is free and open to the public. The Clothesline Project 
involves a display of shirts commemorating the women and children murdered as a result of domestic violence 
and child abuse. In addition to the clothesline, there will be a role playing activity called "Chutes and Ladders" 
that helps illustrate the choices victims of domestic violence make when they are deciding how to respond to 
abuse. The Clothesline Project is sponsored annually by Student Health, the Office of Community Engagement, 
Polk County Coordinated Victim Services, and Community Health Service, Inc. 
 
UMC’s 2nd Annual Graduate and Professional School Fair will be held on Thursday, October 12, from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. Representatives and recruiters from ten institutions 
will be on hand to provide information to students or others considering post-baccalaureate education. The 
event is hosted by the Academic Success Center and Career Development Services. 
 
Comedian Pete Lee will perform at UMC as part of the Thursday Night Thrills Series on October 12, at 7 p.m. 
in Kiehle Auditorium. The event is free for students, faculty, and staff. Lee has performed on Comedy Central 
as well as NBC’s Last Comic Standing, and he has brought his brand of quirky comedy to more than 500 college 
campuses. Learn more at www.petelee.net. Lee’s performance is sponsored by Student Programming and 
Activities for Campus Entertainment (SPACE). 
 
The student leadership development program Take Back College with Ryan Penneau will be offered to UMC 
students on Saturday, October 14, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. This 
program is free for UMC students; pre-registration is encouraged. Take Back College (TBC) is a program 
developed around a single idea: empower students to take full responsibility for connection/engagement, 
personal development/attitude, and personal fulfillment/success. It gives students the strategies to ensure a 
commitment to authenticity and change making through challenging self-concepts and empowering 
individuals to step outside their comfort zones. Ryan Penneau is an award winning leadership facilitator 
focused on bringing the very best out of individuals and organizations. The event is sponsored by the units 
within Student Affairs. 
 
Former NFL quarterback Ryan Leaf will be the featured speaker for National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness 
Week (NCAAW) on Wednesday, October 18, at 7 p.m. in Kiehle Auditorium. The event is free and open to 
the public. Leaf is a graduate of Washington State University where he was also a standout quarterback 
leading the WSU Cougars to the 1998 Rose Bowl. He went on to play professionally in the NFL, but injuries cut 
his career short. He also battled a painkiller addiction that further affected his life. Now an author and 
motivational speaker, Leaf shares his message of perseverance, gratitude, and hope. Leaf currently serves as 
the program ambassador for Transcend Recovery Community and its mentoring Program. He also appears as a 
guest analyst on numerous national radio shows while writing and speaking nationwide.  
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Other NCAAW events the week of October 16-20 include:  
• “Drunk Goggles” Golf Cart Obstacle Course, Monday, October 16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Campus Mall 
• Bystander Blackout Bingo, Tuesday, October 17, 6:30 to 8 p.m., Peterson Classroom, Heritage Hall 
• Knocker Goggle Ball Tournament, Thursday, October 19, 4 to 7 p.m., Wellness Center 
• Early Morning Sober Rave, Friday, October 20, 6:30 to 7:30 a.m., Wellness Center Multipurpose Room 

 
 
Admissions – 
 
Admissions and the four academic departments will host Campus Preview Days on Thursday, October 19, 
and Friday, October 20. Check-in times are 8:45 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. each day. Prospective students and their 
families will check in at Sargeant Student Center. Information sessions begin at 9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., followed 
by tours and departmental and/or major-specific activities.  
 
 
Technology Support Services – 
 
MyU will be unavailable system-wide on Sunday, October 22, from 6 a.m. to noon while the site is updated. 
During the downtime, users can access the following directly:  Moodle at https://moodle.umn.edu/; Canvas at 
http://canvas.umn.edu/; and  University Gmail at https://mail.umn.edu/. The immediate benefit of this 
update will be a cleaner, more mobile-friendly design with a new look and feel to MyU. The long-term benefit 
will be a streamlined code library for development. There will be no other changes to data, and the tabbed 
navigation on the left side of MyU will not change. View a summary of the changes at 
https://sites.google.com/a/umn.edu/myu-portal-ui-refresh-project/home/overall-changes.  
 
 
University Relations – 
 
Graphic/Multimedia Designer and Webmaster Amber Bailey has been relocated to 216 Kiehle Building. Her 
phone number remains the same, 218-281-8379 (or, on campus, ext. 8379). 
 
The print version of the 2017-18 Faculty and Staff Directory is being finalized for print. Look for it to be 
distributed to campus departments and units within the next week. Until then, faculty and staff are 
reminded they may use the online version of the Faculty and Staff Directory posted at 
www.crk.umn.edu/faculty-staff-directory-home.  
 
 
Athletics – 
 
The U of M Crookston Hunt Seat Equestrian Team opened up the 2017-18 show season at home as the 
Golden Eagles took Reserve High Point Team in both shows Saturday, September 30, and Sunday, October 1. 
UMC was just one point shy of earning High Point Team honors during Sunday’s show. Learn more at 
www.goldeneaglesports.com/news/2017/10/4/equestrian-hunt-seat-minnesota-crookston-hunt-seat-
equestrian-earns-reserve-high-point-team-saturday-and-sunday.aspx.  
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston Women’s Soccer Team has earned a fourth-consecutive United 
Soccer Coaches (formerly the NSCAA) Team Academic Award. College Team Academic Award recipients are 
active members of the United Soccer Coaches College Services Program with a composite grade point of 
average of 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale for all players on the roster. The Golden Eagles maintained a 3.48 GPA 
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as a team during the 2016-17 season. They have continued to show improvement in the classroom each 
season under Head Coach Joe Alianiello as they increased their team GPA from 3.35 during the 2015-16 
season to 3.48 last season. 
 
 
Accolades 
 
The UMC Dairy Cattle Judging Team comprised of students Malia Martin of Appleton, Wisconsin; Kaylan 
Risacher, of Wright, Minnesota; and Shawn Wegman, of St. Charles, Minnesota, competed in the 29th 
International Post Secondary Dairy Cattle Judging Contest, held October 1 and 2 at the World Dairy Expo in 
Madison, Wisconsin. UMC’s team finished 2nd in Jerseys; 3rd in the Registered Heifers; 5th in Holsteins and Red 
& White Holsteins; and 6th in the Traditional Dairy Judging Contest. Individual team members also placed 
individually in various contest. Dairy cattle judging involves the ranking of four similar aged cattle within a 
breed. Contestants must then defend their placing orally to a judge. Learn more at 
www.crk.umn.edu/news/dairy-cattle-judging-team-places-world-dairy-expo. 
 
UMC is ranked among the “Top Online Colleges Offering Information Technology Degrees” for 2018 by SR 
Education Group’s Guide to Online Schools, an online resource focusing on best values in online education. 
UMC came in at number 15 on this national listing. See the full list at 
www.guidetoonlineschools.com/degrees/information-technology.  
 
UMC’s online degree program in Entrepreneurship is ranked among the top 25 (at number 11) “Best Online 
Bachelor’s in Entrepreneurship Degrees" in the nation for 2017 by the online education resource College 
Choice. See the full list at www.collegechoice.net/rankings/online-bachelors-in-entrepreneurship-degrees. 
 
 
Campus and Community 
 
The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program of the Red River Valley (RSVP of the RRV) has been awarded a 
Corporation for National and Community Service augmentation grant through March 2020 to support 
evidence based programming promotion. RSVP of the RRV has 31 individual Stay Active and Independent for 
Life (SAIL) exercise classes throughout the seven-county region, with more than 400 rural participants. SAIL, a 
falls prevention program for seniors, was recognized in 2012 by the Administration on Aging as achieving the 
highest level criteria for an evidence based program, and is listed as an NCOA approved Health 
Promotion/Disease Prevention Program.  The grant award will enable the broad replication and fidelity of the 
SAIL model among classes, with expansion of classes, volunteer trainers, and participants. It will also allow 
ongoing and upgraded training opportunities for volunteer trainers who lead the 31 classes. RSVP of the RRV is 
the only RSVP in Minnesota that received an augmentation grant from the federal awarding agency. For more 
information, contact Tammy Frohlich at tsykes@umn.edu or 218-281-8289. 
 
 
University of Minnesota System 
 
Michael (Mike) Berthelsen has been appointed to serve in a permanent capacity as the U of M’s vice 
president for university services, subject to Board of Regents approval. He has served in that position in an 
interim capacity for more than a year. Berthelson stepped into his interim VP role in University Services after 
almost a decade as associate vice president for facilities management, where he led an organization of 1,100 
employees serving students, faculty and staff in more than 24 million square feet and was responsible for a 
$210 million budget. 
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Allen S. Levine, PhD., has been appointed as the University of Minnesota’s vice president for research, 
continuing through August 31, 2019, pending Board of Regents approval. He has served in that position in an 
interim capacity since January. Levin has been connected to the University of Minnesota since 1970, when he 
arrived on campus as a graduate student. He has served as professor in the Department of Food Science and 
Nutrition; adjunct in the Department of Psychiatry; dean of the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural 
Resource Sciences; and vice provost for faculty and academic affairs. He also served at the Minneapolis VA 
Medical Center for 26 years as associate director of research and a senior career scientist. Near the end of 
Levine’s two-year appointment, President Kaler plans to reinitiate a nationwide search for a new vice 
president, building upon the listening sessions the search committee held earlier this year, which reinforced 
the importance of aligned leadership and a vision for research at the University of Minnesota 
 
The Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost is seeking nominations system-wide for the 2017-
2018 John Tate Awards for Excellence in Undergraduate Advising. This award is named in honor of John Tate, 
professor of physics and first dean of University College (1930-41). The Tate Awards serve to recognize and 
reward high-quality academic and career advising. They call attention to the contribution advising makes to 
helping students formulate and achieve intellectual, career, and personal goals. A committee will select up to 
four faculty, academic, and/or career advisors at the University of Minnesota to receive the Tate Award. 
Winners will receive a $3,000 award paid to them as salary.  The awards will be presented at a public 
ceremony during the annual Tate Advising Conference, on March 8, 2018. Nomination guidelines and 
materials are posted online at http://provost.umn.edu/tate-award. Deadline for submission of nominee 
dossiers is Tuesday, January 9, 2018, at 11:59 p.m.  
 
The Office for Public Engagement is seeking nominations system-wide for the 2018 University of Minnesota 
Outstanding Community Service Awards (OCSA). Established in 1999, the awards recognize faculty, staff, 
students, and University-affiliated community members who have made significant, demonstrable 
contributions to the public good through research, teaching, and/or public service. There are four OCSA 
categories: Outstanding Faculty Member Community Service Award; Outstanding Student Community Service 
Award; Outstanding Staff Community Service Award; and Outstanding Community Partner Service Award. 
Award nominations are due by 5 p.m., Friday, December 15, 2017. Full nomination guidelines can be found 
online at http://engagement.umn.edu/ocsa.  
 
 
*********************  
Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of Minnesota Crookston approximately twice each 
month except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published only once.  Issues are posted online at www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-
relations/campus-e-update. If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The 
University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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