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Editor’s Note: the summer publication schedule of UMC Campus E-Update offers one edition per month for 
May, June, and July. We return to a bi-weekly publication schedule in August. 
 
 
From the Chancellor  
 
I am so delighted to be part of this campus. While interviewing for the role of chancellor, I immediately knew 
there was something special about this place. I sense a great deal of pride in what has been built here.  It 
shows—from the beauty of the grounds, to the cleanliness of the buildings, to the many smiling faces and all 
the people wearing maroon and gold. I am excited to begin work at this treasure of a campus, the University 
of Minnesota Crookston. 
 
I want to thank Vice Chancellor Barbara Keinath for her service as interim chancellor as well as Professors Soo-
Yin Lim-Thompson and Mark Huglen for their interim leadership. I’m sure I’ll be calling on their experience, 
wisdom, and assistance—as well as everyone else’s—as I transition into my role as chancellor. I appreciate 
everyone’s warm welcome and help as I learn my way around, both literally and figuratively.  
 
My husband, Reg Clause, and I are both looking forward to joining the larger Crookston community as well. 
We just closed on a house in town, and we are eager to settle in. We both can sense a great deal of support 
for and pride in this campus within the local community. We see signs in windows of businesses, banners on 
the streets with the U of M Crookston logo, the big block M logo on the water tower, and people wearing 
maroon and gold in local businesses. This speaks highly of the community and its willingness to embrace the 
campus. I want to let you know that I will strive to continue to build on the work already done. It will be 
exciting and, quite honestly, FUN to work with the City of Crookston, the Crookston Chamber and Visitor’s 
Bureau, the Crookston Campus-Community Connection (C4), and any and all local businesses and 
organizations to enhance our relationships and further embed the U of M Crookston in the tapestry of 
Northwest Minnesota. 
 
I’ve already been able to take part in the Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA) reunion as well as the first 
of what I hope are many listening session tours of local farms and businesses. From these first impressions, I 
am convinced I made the right decision and am honored to be serving as chancellor for the U of M Crookston. 
Working together with you all and with President Kaler and the University of Minnesota system, we will 
continue to do great things.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity. Let’s see where we can go together! 
Mary Holz-Clause 
Chancellor 
University of Minnesota Crookston 
 
 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/


Featured Events & Activities 
 
Independence Day Holiday, Tuesday, July 4 – summer session classes excused, campus offices closed 
 
UMC Booth at the Polk County Fair, Thursday, July 6, through Sunday, July 9 – noon to 7 p.m. daily, Industrial 
Exhibits Building #2, Polk County Fairgrounds, Fertile, Minn. 
 
UMC Hosts Rotary District 5580 Camp RYLA, Sunday, July 9, through Saturday, July 15 
 
27th Annual Teambacker Golf Classic, Friday, July 14 – 9 a.m. registration, 9:45 tournament orientation, 10 
a.m. shotgun start, teams of five, 18-hole Texas scramble, cost $100 per person, Minakwa Golf Club, 
Crookston 
 
Youth Horseback Riding Day Camp, Tuesday, July 18 – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., UTOC Arena 
 
Northwest Research and Outreach Center Crops and Soils Day, Wednesday, July 19 – 7:45 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
North Farm 
 
High School Individual Football Camp, Sunday, July 23 – 12:30 to 4 p.m., Ed Widseth Field (check-in at UMC 
Wellness Center) 
 
Golden Eagle "Little Eagles" Volleyball Camp, Thursday, July 27, and Friday, July 28 – 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., 
Lysaker Gymnasium 
 
Golden Eagle Volleyball Camp (Grades 7 -12), Thursday, July 27, and Friday, July 28 – 1:30 to 7 p.m., Lysaker 
Gymnasium 
Last Day of Classes for Summer Session 2017, Friday, July 28 
 
New Student Advisement and Registration Day, Friday, July 28 – 9:30 a.m. to Noon, check-in at Sargeant 
Student Center 
 
Discover and Explore Science Summer Camp, Monday, July 31, through Friday, August 4 - July 31, Noon to 3 
p.m.; Aug 1-3, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; August 4, 10 a.m. to Noon, Dowell Hall  
 
9-Month Faculty and Staff Appointments Begin Monday, August 14 
 
------------ 
For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week, 
visit UMC Today at www.crk.umn.edu/today, or review UMC’s news page at www.crk.umn.edu/news. 
Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief, an online weekly internal 
news digest, at http://brief.umn.edu/. 
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Around Campus 
 
Administrative Affairs – 
 
The new UMC Leadership Academy will launch this fall. The program is designed to create a culture of 
leadership at the University of Minnesota Crookston by assisting faculty and staff in the development of 
leadership skills, capacity and readiness, and help position them to move their programs, units, 
departments, and the campus forward. Unlike the UMC Leads program, the UMC Leadership Academy is 
designed completely in-house and is open to both faculty and staff. The leadership program will span the 
2017-2018 academic year. Informational sessions about the program will be offered during Opening Week in 
August. The sessions will include information about the program, schedule, timeline, and application process.  
Interested faculty and staff members are encouraged to attend those sessions.    
 
 
Academic Affairs – 
 
At its June 2017 meeting, the University of Minnesota Board of Regents approved two academic programs 
for the Crookston campus. The Board granted approval to UMC to deliver both the existing on-campus 
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree and undergraduate minor in Agricultural Business online, effective fall 2018. 
The Board also approved UMC’s undergraduate honors program. The program requires a student application 
process, and successful completion will include maintenance of a 3.3 overall GPA, as well as the production of 
original scholarship. The proposed program makes use of existing courses and resources. 
 
The University of Minnesota’s Office of the Vice President for Research has announced the recipients of its 
2017 Research Infrastructure Investment Program. Among the projects funded is the University of Minnesota 
Crookston Center for Collaborative Research (UMC-CCR). The funding will support the establishment of 
UMC’s first centralized, self-contained facility capable of supporting much of the lab research needs of 
scientists in the Agricultural & Natural Resources (AgNatR) Department, the Math, Science & Technology 
(MST) Department, and the Northwest Research and Outreach Center (NWROC). Associate Professor 
Venugopal Mukku of the MST Department is the faculty lead on this project. Matching funds will be provided 
by UMC. Projects were chosen for their support of transdisciplinary research and encouragement of 
collaboration across the U’s colleges and campuses. View a list of the 2017 funded projects at 
http://research.umn.edu/advance/RIIP-2017-awards.html. 
 
 
Student Affairs – 
 
A New Student Advisement and Registration Day will be held on Friday, July 28. Check-in begins at 9:30 a.m. 
in Sargeant Student Center. New students will meet with a faculty advisor and register for classes. They will 
also learn about various support services and have the opportunity to tour the campus. Family members and 
support individuals are also invited to attend the day, and a separate, concurrent program is provided for 
them. For more information, contact Alysa Tulibaski at hauge450@umn.edu or 218-281-8379. 
 
 
Technology Support Services – 
 
With changes in staffing, technology, and needs, the U of M Crookston’s Center for Teaching, Learning, and 
Technology continues to evolve. The unit officially has a new name: Academic Technology Support Services. 
And with the retirement of Steven Hannah, Debi Race, instructional designer, will assume administrative 
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responsibilities for Academic Technology Support Services. While continuing to report to Jeff Sperling, 
director, Technology Support Services, Race will also provide leadership at the campus level for academic 
technology initiatives and related training as well as integrated accessibility of academic technologies. Plans 
are for Academic Technology Support Services to hire an additional instructional design support staff position 
to address campus needs in this area. 
 
Earlier this month, it was announced that Canvas has been selected to be the successor to Moodle as the 
centrally supported learning management system (LMS) for the U of M system (refer to 
https://it.umn.edu/news/canvas-replace-moodle). As the University begins the transition process, a Discover 
Canvas event will be held each Thursday this summer. At this event, members of the Canvas Transition Team 
will be available in person and online to help faculty and staff explore this new learning environment. Learn 
more at https://it.umn.edu/discover-canvas. 
 
On Wednesday, June 28, UMC Technology Support Services received its first shipment of network 
infrastructure for the U of M’s system-wide $70M Next Generation Network (NGN) upgrade project. UMC 
received 300 Aruba wireless access points, two Cisco 9900 series core routers, and two Fortinet Fortgate 
firewalls. The NGN project will improve performance, stability, reliability, and security of the university's 
network. Technology Support Services staff members will deploy the new wireless access points across 
campus later this summer. 
 
 
Development & Alumni Relations – 
 
The 27th Annual UMC Teambacker Golf Classic will be held on Friday, July 14, at the Minakwa Golf Club in 
Crookston. Registration begins at 9 a.m., with tournament orientation at 9:45 a.m. and a 10 a.m. shotgun 
start. The tournament is a Texas Scramble Format with five-person teams. Cost is $100 per person and 
includes registration, fees, dinner, games, and contribution to scholarships. To register contact Beth Novak at 
218-281-8436 or novak425@umn.edu . To reserve a golf cart, contact Minakwa at 218-281-1774 as it is not 
included in the registration costs. This year's Golf Classic will feature members of the 1997 Hall of Fame 
Golden Eagle Football Team. All proceeds will help endow the Football Alumni Scholarship Fund. 
 
A gorgeous day made for some great golf at the UMC Teambackers Olsonawski Scholarship Golf Tournament, 
held Thursday, June 22, at Two River Golf Course in Hallock, Minn. It proved to be a record-setting day for the 
16th annual golf tournament with 92 golfers participating and more than $6,000 raised in support of 
scholarships for student athletes. The Mark Olsonawski Scholarship is awarded to a U of M Crookston football 
player from the northwest Minnesota region or northeast North Dakota region. To date, nearly $14,000 has 
been awarded from the endowment. 
 
 
University Relations – 
 
University Relations will, again, sponsor a booth promoting the University of Minnesota Crookston at the 
Polk County Fair from Thursday, July 6, through Sunday, July 9, at the fairgrounds in Fertile, Minnesota. Staff 
members and student workers from University Relations, along with other campus units, will cover the booth. 
Additional faculty, staff, and alumni volunteers are welcome to help support this booth over those four days. 
Typically, the booth will be open for staffing from Noon to 7 p.m. each day. Individuals interested in helping 
for a 2- or 3-hour shift should contact Andrew Svec via e-mail at asvec@umn.edu or by phone at 218-281-8438 
with the time they would like to be there. 
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University Relations staff members Andrew Svec, Elizabeth Tollefson, and intern Maggie Mills attended the 
U of M Communicators Forum annual conference on Thursday, June 8, on the University’s St. Paul campus. 
Additionally, Mills, along with fellow communication major Cassandra Morthera and Assistant Professor 
Megan Bell, presented the session “Social Media Results through Research and Social Takeovers.” The 
purpose of the Communicators Forum is to promote excellence in communications, offer professional 
development opportunities, and enhance cooperation among communications professionals working across 
the University of Minnesota system. 
 
 
Athletics – 
 
UMC Golden Eagle baseball player Anthony Stewart, a junior from Oak Harbor, Wash., has been named to 
the 2017 American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA)/Rawlings NCAA Division II Gold Glove Team. 
Stewart is the first U of M Crookston baseball player in program history to earn the award and the first player 
in program history to win a national award. He was one of just nine NCAA Division II baseball players to earn 
Gold Glove honors in the entire nation. Learn more at 
www.goldeneaglesports.com/news/2017/6/21/baseball-stewart-named-abca-rawlings-gold-glove-
recipient.aspx 
 
Fall schedules have been released for the following sports: 

• Football - www.goldeneaglesports.com/news/2017/5/31/minnesota-crookston-releases-2017-
football-schedule.aspx  

• Volleyball - www.goldeneaglesports.com/news/2017/5/23/womens-volleyball-minnesota-crookston-
volleyball-releases-2017-schedule.aspx  

• Women’s Soccer - www.goldeneaglesports.com/news/2017/5/25/womens-soccer-minnesota-
crookston-soccer-unveils-2017-schedule.aspx  

 
 
Research 
 
A story highlighting freshwater sponge research being conducted by U of M Crookston faculty and 
undergraduate students is included in the July-August 2017 edition of Minnesota Conservation Volunteer, a 
publication of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. The research is part of a three-year study, 
made possible by a $258,000 grant from Minnesota’s Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund, and it 
will examine the ecological role of freshwater sponges and how they may reflect or indicate levels of water 
quality. Read the article online at www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/issues/2017/jul-aug/freshwater-
sponges.html. 
 
 
Accolades 
 
U of M Crookston Professor Lyle Westrom has been presented with the Judging and Student Service Award 
by the North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA). He received the award on July 1 at a 
NACTA professional meeting in West Lafayette, Indiana. 
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Campus and Community 
 
Entrepreneurs, like most business owners, are always on the lookout for ways to improve what they do and 
how they do it. Continuous improvement is certainly a goal for young dairy farmers like Karl Donner and 
Marissa McWilliam-Donner. The two recently hosted a visit by a dairy diagnostic team from the Minnesota 
Dairy Initiative’s Dairy Development & Profitability Enhancement Program to help them do just that—
continuously improve.  U of M Crookston Professors Lyle Westrom and Harouna Maiga were part of that 
team. Learn more: www.crk.umn.edu/news/teaming-improve. 
 
Over the summer UMC will serve as the host site for a number of camps and conferences sponsored by 
University units as well as other organizations. Anyone looking for information about these events is 
encouraged to refer to the following online resource: www.umcrookston.edu/camps. Camps offered in July 
and early August include: 

• High School Individual Football Camp, Sunday, July 23 
• Youth Horseback Riding Day Camp, Tuesday, July 18  
• Golden Eagle "Little Eagles" Volleyball Camp, Thursday, July 27, and Friday, July 28  
• Golden Eagle Volleyball Camp (Grades 7 -12), Thursday, July 27, and Friday, July 28  
• Discover and Explore Science Summer Camp, Monday, July 31, through Friday, August 4  
• Youth Horseback Riding Day Camp, Wednesday, August 2 

 
In Progress “Fresh Voices” Digital Art Camp artist Kristine Sorensen, will once again lead a three-week 
workshop in July for Latino youth and artists from Crookston Minnesota. These young artists will have the 
opportunity to create digital photography and video works that will later be presented within their community 
and the northwest region of the state. The work of the past few years has focused on issues affecting young 
Latinos within the rural community and has included pieces reflecting cultural identity, education, and family. 
The workshop takes place July 10 through 21 at UMC in Dowell Hall, room 100, and then at the Crookston  
Public Library July 24-28. Learn more at http://in-progress.org/fresh-voices/. 
 
 
University of Minnesota System 
 
At its June meeting, the U of M Board of Regents reviewed President Eric Kaler’s recommended fiscal year 
(FY) 18 annual operating budget for the University (with a follow up meeting on June 20 to approval a final 
budget), approved capital projects totaling $275.5 million to begin design or construction in FY18, approved 
the System-Wide Strategic Plan framework, and elected new leadership: Regent David McMillan was 
elected chair and Regent Ken Powell vice chair. Learn more at https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-
events/regents-focus-future-meeting. 
 
At a special meeting held Tuesday, June 20, the U of M Board of Regents approved the U of M’s FY 2018 
operating budget. The approved $3.9 billion budget, reflective of the state’s decision to only partially fund the 
University’s request this year, includes tuition increases for Twin Cities campus resident undergraduates of 
$254 per year (2 percent) and $102-$120 per year (1 percent) for resident undergraduates on the Crookston, 
Duluth, Morris, and Rochester campuses. However, the increase is almost completely offset for many students 
eligible for federal Pell awards and Minnesota state grants. Learn more at https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-
events/regents-approve-fy18-operating-budget. 
 
A new resource has been created to help inform state legislators, opinion leaders, and the general public 
about the University of Minnesota’s budget and the benefits and outcomes of public investment in the U of 
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M across the state. Faculty, staff, students, alumni, and friends are encouraged to review the website at 
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/our-budget and watch the video posted there. New content will be added 
regularly that will help showcase the University’s impact on the state and its economy as well as the 
University’s commitment to being a good, efficient steward of public dollars. 
 
 
Northwest Research and Outreach Center (NWROC) 
 
The Northwest Research and Outreach Center’s annual Crops and Soils Day is scheduled for Wednesday, 
July 19, at the North Farm, one mile north of the UMC campus on Highway 75 north. Registration begins at 
7:45 a.m. with tours starting at 8:15 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. A complimentary lunch will be served at noon. 
Crops and Soils Day is intended for producers and agricultural professionals. CEUs are available for all tours. In 
case of rain, a modified program will be presented indoors, and the speakers will be available for consultation. 
View the day’s schedule at www.nwroc.umn.edu/2017-field-day. 
 
 
*********************  
Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston approximately twice each month except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published 
only once.  Issues are posted online at www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-relations/campus-e-update. If you 
have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The 
University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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