
 

Crookston Campus E-Update 
an internal administrative news digest 

 

April 11, 2011  

  

 

 

 

Inside this Issue 

From the Chancellor  

Featured Events & Activities 

Around Campus 

University of Minnesota System 

Campus & Community 

Accolades  

 

From the Chancellor 

As commencement nears—less than four weeks away—everyone is focused on successfully 

completing the work of the semester.  Faculty will want to be sure their classes and laboratories 

include the important information for their courses.  Students will be working to complete 

assignments, projects, and preparing for final exams.  Preparations for commencement are 

moving along well and will culminate when the graduates receive their diplomas on Saturday, 

May 7.  

 

As we prepare the individuals who will be graduating and leaving the University of Minnesota, 

Crookston to begin work or to continue their education, the recruitment of new students for fall 

semester has been ongoing.  This week on Thursday there will be a scholarship brunch and 

registration for incoming recipients of the Merit Scholarship. 

 

This week is filled with year-end recognition events acknowledging outstanding achievements 

and contribution to the campus by students, staff and faculty.  On Sunday evening the National 

Society for Leadership and Success held a ceremony recognizing these individuals:   

 - Mark Huglen, Ph.D., Brian Dingmann, Ph.D., and Kenneth Johnson, MBA, for Excellence in 

Teaching 
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 - Matt Krueger, Alysia Osowski, Christo Robberts, MBA, for Honorary Membership  

 - Katie Bowar, Michelle Boateng, Peter Phaiah, Ph.D., for Local Chapter Awards 

This Tuesday, the Crookston Student Association will host a Faculty and Staff Appreciation 

Luncheon, and on Thursday evening the Student Awards Program will be held.  I encourage 

everyone to attend, if possible, to recognize the individuals who have contributed so much to the 

campus. 

 

Last Wednesday the spring meeting of the All College Advisory Council was held.  I appreciate 

the members who attended and offered their comments and suggestions.  Thanks to the 

individuals that met with the Advisory Council.  Also, thanks go to Chris Winjum for the many 

arrangements for the meeting. 

 

Congratulations to members of Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) for winning the regional 

competition.  This marks the twelfth time that UMC’s SIFE team has earned regional 

championship honors.  They will move on to compete in the national competition on May 10-12 

in Minneapolis.  UMC’s North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA) Team 

will be leaving this week for Modesto, California, for the national competition on April 14-

16.  Best of luck to both teams.  

 

 

– Chuck 

 

Charles H. Casey, Chancellor 

University of Minnesota, Crookston 

 

 

 

Featured Events & Activities 

Faculty and Staff Appreciation Day, Tuesday, April 12 – 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Bede 

Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 

 

Student Awards Program, Thursday, April 14 – 6 to 8 p.m., Kiehle Auditorium 

 

Fiesta in the Spirit of Cinco de Mayo, Friday, April 15 - 4:30 p.m. Dinner, Brown Dining 

Room; 7 p.m. Artist Demonstrations, Bede Ballroom; 7:30 p.m. Program, Kiehle Auditorium; 9 

p.m. Family Dance, Lysaker Gymnasium – all events are free and open to the public 

 

Honors Program and Alpha Lambda Delta 5K Pi Run, Saturday, April 16 – 8 a.m. 

Registration, 10 a.m. Race, 11 a.m. Awards Ceremony, Kiehle Building Rotunda 



 

Admissions Campus Preview Day, Saturday, April 16 – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sargeant Student 

Center 

 

ARC United Walk for Life, Saturday, April 16 – 10 a.m. Registration, 11 a.m. Walk, Lysaker 

Gym, Sports Center 

 

Otter Tail Power Company Campus Energy Challenge Announcement, Tuesday, April 19 

– Noon, Northern Lights Lounge, Sargeant Student Center 

 

Sustainability Supper Seminar:  Larry Baker, Ph.D., “Urban Ecosystems and Implications 

for Global Survivability,” Wednesday, April 20 – 5 p.m. Meal, Bede Ballroom, Sargeant 

Student Center; 6 p.m. Presentation, Youngquist Auditorium, ARC 

 

Floating Holiday, Friday, April 22 – Classes excused, campus offices closed 

 

Student Athletic Awards Program, Monday, April 25 – 6 to 8 p.m., Kiehle Auditorium 

 

Teambacker Fun Nite, Friday, April 29 – 6 p.m. Social, 6:30 p.m. Dinner, 7:30 p.m. Games 

begin, Eagles Club, downtown Crookston - tickets $50 per person 

 

 

For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening 

this week, visit UMC Today at www.umcrookston.edu/today or review our news page at 

blog.lib.umn.edu/umcweb/news. 

  

 

Around Campus  

Administrative Affairs – 

On the morning of Saturday, April 16, between 8 a.m. and noon, the campus telephone system 

will change the prefix for accessing an outside line from '9' to '8' for all campus 

phones.  The reason for the change is to prevent misdialing for the 911 emergency 

system.  Incoming calls will not be affected.  Outgoing calls will be affected during the 

conversion process.  When the conversion is completed, campus users must dial 8 for an outside 

line rather than dialing 9, as has been done up to this point.  After the conversion, if you are 

forwarding your phone to an off campus number, you will have to reenter that number with an 8 

prefix instead of 9.  Please report any problems to Dennis Magsam at extension 8499. 

Campus Dialing After the Conversion (April 16, 2011)  

Call Type  Change  Dialing Example  
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On-campus extensions  No change. Dial four-digit extension  XXXX  

Local calls  Dial 8 for outside line, then seven-digit number  8-281-XXXX  

Long distance  Dial 8 for outside line, then 1, then area code, 

then seven-digit number  

8-1-XXX-XXX-

XXXX  

911 Emergency  No change  Dial 911 or 8-911 

 

Academic Affairs – 

 

Mark Belanger and Dana Trickey have joined the staff of the Center for Adult Learning as 

online student personnel coordinators.  Mark is a 2008 UMC alum with degrees in information 

technology management and business management.  He previously has worked in the Academic 

Assistance Center as a master tutor serving online and on-campus students.  Dana is also a 2008 

UMC alum with a degree in communication.  She has experience tutoring in select academic 

courses and working in the Writing Center.  While attending UMC, she interned with the Office 

of International Programs.  Her communication degree assisted her with her most recent venture 

as a grant writer for the University of North Dakota. 

 

Student Affairs – 

 

On Tuesday, April 5, the following students were elected by their peers to the 2011-12 

Crookston Student Association (CSA) Executive Board:  President Alisha Aasness, a junior 

from Fergus Falls, Minn., majoring in horticulture and business management; Vice-President 

Jackie Dullinger, a senior from Hutchinson, Minn., majoring in biology and health sciences; 

Secretary Hannah Frey, a sophomore from LaCrosse, Wis., majoring in animal science; 

Treasurer Dae Yeul “Danny” Lee, a sophomore from Seoul, South Korea, majoring in 

accounting; Regents Representative Kate Holmquist, a junior from Middleton, Wis., majoring 

in communication; Senator Abbey Wemimo, a sophomore from Ikeja, Lagos, Nigeria, majoring 

in business management and marketing;  Senator Adam Switzer, a sophomore from Apple 

Valley, Minn., majoring in sport and recreation management; Senator Anthonette Sims, a 

freshman from Robbinsdale, Minn., majoring in health sciences; and Senator Brooke Novak, a 

sophomore from Dahlen, N.D., majoring in communication.  Five additional student senators and 

a representative for the U of M Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) will be elected 

in the fall. 

 

The annual Student Awards Program will be held Thursday evening, April 14, from 6 to 8 

p.m. in Kiehle Auditorium. The event recognizes student leadership and accomplishment over 

the academic year through the presentation of various student achievement awards.  Among the 

awards presented is the highest student honor, Man and Woman of the Year.  The entire campus 

community is encouraged to attend. 

 

The lives of a Hispanic family in Minnesota are the basis of "Minnecanos," a story told 

through a performance by the Mixed Blood Theatre on Tuesday, April 19, at 7 p.m. in Kiehle 



Auditorium. The performance, sponsored by the Office of Diversity Programs, has free 

admission, and everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

Crookston Students for Sustainable Development (CSSD) and the Center for Sustainability 

have a number of events planned in conjunction with Earth Week, April 18-21, including a 

Trash and Recycling Awareness Day and a Beautiful “U” Day campus and community 

cleanup.  On Wednesday, April 20, guest speaker Larry Baker, Ph.D., a research professor at 

the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, in the Department of Bioproducts and Biosystems 

Engineering, will give two presentations about urban ecosystems and global climate change.  On 

Thursday, April 21, the campus and community are invited to join in a Critical Mass Bike 

Ride.  See a detailed schedule of events. 

 

 

 

Facilities and Operations – 

 

With the departure of Tim Norton in Facilities and Operations, George Mahowald, a capital 

planning/project manager on the Twin Cities campus, will provide interim oversight for the 

laboratory renovation project in Hill Hall, the HVAC systems upgrade in Dowell Hall, and the 

security and access door project—all of which are currently taking place or will take place 

through the upcoming summer.  He will work with the various contractors and make site visits to 

the Crookston campus on a regular basis during that time to ensure the timely completion of 

those projects. 

 

Results for the Otter Tail Power Company Campus Energy Challenge will be announced at a 

celebration on Tuesday, April 19, at noon in the Northern Lights Lounge, Sargeant Student 

Center.  Representatives from the U of M, Crookston and Otter Tail Power Company will make 

the announcement.  William Grant, deputy commissioner for the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce’s Energy Division will be present to offer congratulations.  Light refreshments will 

be served, and the first 300 attendees will receive a sapling tree that can be planted to help 

reduce carbon emissions.  The entire campus community is welcome to attend. 

 

 

Technology Support Services – 
 

Technology Support Services staff continue migrating users to Google Apps and will be 

contacting faculty and staff who have not yet made the conversion. Google Calendar will 

become the official University calendaring system beginning July 1, 2011, and strategies for the 

migration to meet the July 1 timeline will seek to avoid disruption of end-of-semester 

activities.   With that in mind, plans are to start the Google Calendar migration during the week 

of May 9-13 after finals and before nine-month employees leave for the summer.  Staff members 

are working with U of M Training Services to bring one of their trainers to campus to provide 

training in Google E-mail, Google Calendar, and Google Collaboration (docs, sites, chat, etc.) 

that same week. Further information will be delivered via campus e-mail and websites. 

 

Last summer the U of M Office of Information Technology (OIT) updated the Securing Private 
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Data, Computers, and Other Electronic Devices Policy requiring full compliance by July 1, 

2011.  This is a university-wide policy requirement which all campuses, colleges, and service 

units must follow.  Most pieces are already in place at UMC; however, a significant component 

remains to be implemented.  There is a requirement for all faculty and staff to use a standard 

level user account for daily tasks and restricted use of an admin account with elevated 

privileges when necessary (i.e. installing software or drivers).   All faculty and staff are 

required to participate to be in compliance.  Students are exempt at this time.   UMC Technology 

Support Services plans to phase this in and work with as many nine- and ten- month employees 

as possible before they leave for the summer.  Further information will be delivered via campus 

e-mail and websites. 

 

 

International Programs – 

 

Peter Phaiah, Ph.D., associate vice chancellor, Student Affairs, and Sean Shin, director, 

international and ESL student recruitment, traveled to Seoul, South Korea, to attend a March 28 

signing ceremony at Seoul National University of Education (SNUE).  The ceremony recognized 

a gift of $100,000 in support of international programs at SNUE from the Korea Preparation 

Center (KPC) and Joong Ang G & S, an affiliated company of the Samsung family.  KPC and 

Joong Ang G & S have pledged an additional $100,000 gift to the U of M, Crookston in support 

of international programs for 2012. 

  

Development and Alumni Relations – 

U of M, Crookston Alumna Kari Torkelson, O.D., ex. ’91, is a recipient of the University of 

Minnesota Alumni Service Award, one of the most prestigious awards bestowed upon alumni 

of the University of Minnesota system.  Torkelson, a past president of the U of M, Crookston 

Alumni Association (UMCAA), will be formally recognized during commencement exercises on 

May 7.  A reception will held for her that day prior to commencement from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. 

  

University Relations – 

 

Local marketing and communications firm SimmonsFlint, based in Grand Forks, N.D., recently 

received industry recognition with multiple awards for its work on the University of Minnesota, 

Crookston's 2010 student recruitment materials.  The firm worked with the Office of Admissions 

and with University Relations to design and develop the promotional materials for the 

campus.  Higher Education Marketing Report named SimmonsFlint a winner of the 26th Annual 

Educational Advertising Awards, the largest educational advertising awards competition in the 

country.  SimmonsFlint also received local Gold and Silver ADDY Awards from the American 

Advertising Federation. Learn more. 
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Athletics – 

 

Five Golden Eagle Women’s Basketball Team members were named to the Northern Sun 

Intercollegiate Conference (NISC) All-Academic Teams for the 2010-11 winter athletic 

season:  Megan Eul, a junior from Rosemount, Minn.; Gina Jaroszewski, a senior from 

Moorhead, Minn.; Lauren Kessler, a junior from Albertville, Minn.; Alisha Moritz, a junior 

from Emily, Minn.; and Bri Zabel, a senior from Northfield, Minn.  To be eligible for this 

honor, a student-athlete must be a member of the varsity traveling team, must have a cumulative 

grade point average of 3.20 or higher, must have reached sophomore athletic and academic 

standing, and must have completed at least one full academic year at that institution. 

 

University of Minnesota System  

The University, like all major employers in the state of Minnesota, is facing a difficult economic 

climate and substantial budget cuts from the legislature for the second biennium in a row.  For 

2012 the University is considering a number of changes that will impact benefits in several 

ways, including increasing employee premiums and copays and a move to a single health plan 

administrator.  Some decisions remain subject to collective bargaining, and administrators are 

consulting with the Benefits Advisory Committee and other University consultative bodies.  The 

goal is to ensure that employees have access to high quality benefits at the most affordable price 

possible given the current economic reality.  A questions and answers document is available on 

the Employee Benefits website, and updates will continue to be provided as more information 

becomes available. 

 

 

Campus and Community  

A fiesta celebration in the spirit of Cinco de Mayo will be held on Friday, April 15, on the 

Crookston campus.  All events are free and open to the public and are made possible by a grant 

from the State of Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Foundation Legacy Amendment; 

University of Minnesota, Crookston Concerts and Lectures fund;  

the Coke Community Initiative fund; a grant from VOICES/Crookston High School sponsored 

by the Otto Bremer Foundation; and a donation from RiverView Health in Crookston.  From 4 to 

7 p.m. a marketplace will be held in Sargeant Student Center featuring vendors and educational 

booths, traditional crafts, children's activities, and Mexican folk music.  From 4:30 to 7 p.m. an 

authentic Mexican dinner will be served in Brown Dining Room, Sahlstrom Conference 
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Center.  At 7 p.m. Northwest Minnesota's Artists will provide hands-on demonstrations and 

family activities in Bede Ballroom.  From 7:30 to 9 p.m. dance troupe Los Alegres Bailadores, 

Las Rosita’s children’s dance troupe, and Cathy and Abel Pineiro will perform traditional 

Mexican music and dance in Kiehle Auditorium.  The evening culminates with a family dance 

featuring the music of Sonora Café Latin Dance Band in Lysaker Gymnasium from 9 p.m. to 

midnight.  The event is also part of an Explore Minnesota Legacy Destination Weekend; learn 

more at www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-ideas/legacy/crookston/.  

 

Accolades  

The U of M, Crookston Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) Team claimed Regional 

Champion honors for a twelfth consecutive year at the 2011 Regional SIFE Competition, held 

March 30 in Minneapolis, Minn.  The team also was recognized with a 4.0 Club Award, which 

recognizes quality educational programs, success in SIFE, and long-term sustainability to 

improve the quality of life and standard of living for others, and a Club 44 Award, which 

recognizes a SIFE membership of 44 or more active members.  The team now advances to 

nationals on May 10-12 in Minneapolis, where 400 teams will compete.  Learn more. 

 

Seniors Tim Knudson of Monticello, Minn., and Adam Kleinschmidt of Glenwood, Minn., 

were the co-recipients of the 2011 Student Conservationist and Scholarship Award from the 

Minnesota Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society at the professional 

organization’s annual meeting in St. Cloud, Minn., on March 22.  Knudson is majoring in 

wildlife management and water resource management and Kleinschmidt is majoring in wildlife 

management and natural resources law enforcement.  This marks the eighth time in the last 10 

years that U of M, Crookston students have received this prestigious honor. 

 

Harouna Maiga, Ph.D., associate professor, animal science, was one of three recipients of the 

University of Minnesota’s Award for Global Engagement for 2010.   He received the award at 

a ceremony held March 24 at the West Wing in the Campus Club in the Twin Cities. The award 

is given to active or retired faculty and staff members in recognition of outstanding contributions 

to global education and international programs in their field, discipline, or the University.  Learn 

more. 

 

John Loegering, Ph.D., associate professor, wildlife ecology, is a member of the research team 

recently recognized by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with its Region 3 Award for 

Strategic Conservation.  The research team, the Golden-Winged Warbler Working Group, was 

acknowledged for its efforts in more than ten states to examine healthy, stable, but rare 

populations of this vulnerable species and to develop effective strategies to preserve this small 

forest songbird, which is under consideration for placement on the Threatened Species.  The 

award recognizes individuals and teams who apply the principles of Strategic Habitat 

Conservation in an exemplary manner to their conservation activities.  Learn more. 
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Publication notes:  The E-Update is published twice each month August through April and once 

each month May through July.  

Issues are posted online. 

If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to 

urumc@umn.edu. 

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 

 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/chancellors-office/e-updates.htm
mailto:urumc@umn.edu

