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From the Chancellor 

Over the past few weeks I’ve attended a number of meetings that I’d like to provide an update 

for everyone.   

 

Topics at the June 10-11 Board of Regents meeting included 1) President Bruininks’ 

recommendation for the 2010-11 University budget to the Regents, 2) approval of the Crookston 

Campus Master Plan Update, 3) approval of the online accounting degree program, and 4) 

approval of the renaming of the B.S. degree in hotel, restaurant, and tourism management, 

discontinuation of three areas of emphasis, and approval of the hotel, restaurant and tourism 

management minor.  

 

On June 15 I attended the President’s Executive Team Retreat.  The retreat was shortened this 

year and focused on individual and organizational initiatives over the past years as well as 

priorities for the next year.  The budget challenge for FY2012 and 13 was a major topic as was 

the transition of a new president following Robert Bruininks’ return to the faculty in June 2011.  

 

On June 16 I met with CFANS Dean Al Levine, Associate Dean Greg Cuomo, and Senior Vice 

President Robert Jones regarding a plan to continue to support a small dairy herd at the 

NWROC.  It is extremely important to our animal science degree program for students to have 

access to work with dairy animals in Crookston.   

 

The Minnesota Campus Compact 2010 Summit and Awards Luncheon was held on June 

17.  Service Learning Program Associate Lisa Loegering attended the event with me.  We were 

pleased to be there to recognize individuals from Crookston for the following awards:  U of M, 

Crookston Assistant Professor Eric Castle received the Civic Engagement Steward Award; Bev 

Brekken and Kathy Hanson from the Villa St. Vincent/Summit Apartments and the University of 
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Minnesota, Crookston received the Community Partner Award; and U of M, Crookston student 

Katya Zepeda received the Carter Academic Service Entrepreneur (CASE) grant.  Katya 

received a $1,000 grant to support her project, Empty Bowls, a fundraiser for a local food 

shelf.  She is one of only two students receiving this award.  The University of Minnesota, 

Crookston was also recognized as one of 15 higher education institutions in Minnesota for the 

President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, the highest federal recognition a 

college or university can receive for its commitment to volunteering, service-learning, and civic 

engagement.  Thanks to the many UMC faculty, staff, students, and community members for 

their work in connecting the campus and the community to build a more vibrant community.  

 

I attended the NCAA Division II President’s and Chancellor’s Summit June 18-19 in 

Indianapolis.  This meeting is held every other year and provides an opportunity to discuss and 

plan initiatives to make DII membership a better experience for student athletes.  The newly 

named NCAA president, Dr. Mark Emmert, was present and outlined his major priorities as 

incoming president.  They included 1) maintaining and building a strong record of student-

athlete success, 2) supporting a viable financial model for intercollegiate athletics, and 3) 

strengthening diversity and inclusion issues in the NCAA.  During meetings with collegiate 

chancellors and presidents from around the country, the economy and how it is impacting 

campus budgets was a common discussion topic.  A variety of strategies were offered including 

retirement incentives, layoffs, salary reductions, and reductions in operating budgets including 

athletic budgets.  

 

On June 18, the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) Board of Directors met.  There 

was broad discussion of how budget situations are affecting both public and private institutions 

and the potential impact on athletic budgets.  The directors voted to continue the process of 

expansion by conducting site visits to Minot State University and the University of Sioux Falls 

for possible membership in the NSIC.  It was also decided to table a proposal to extend 

application for membership to Black Hills State University and South Dakota School of Mines & 

Technology until their applications to join Division II have been finalized.   

 

On June 25 and 26, Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA) alumni returned to campus for 

their annual reunion.  It is always a highlight of the summer to host this group.  Several activities 

were planned for the weekend.  One special event was to show the three new flagpoles.  Recent 

rains slowed the construction and prevented completion of the landscaping, but it is still a 

wonderful addition to the campus.  Thanks to NWSA Alum Harris Peterson for his gift to fund 

the project.  Thanks to Facilities and Operations staff for their work on the grounds and to 

Director of Development & Alumni Relations Corby Kemmer, Rose Ulseth, Sue Dwyer, Derek 

Ricke, Jill Zelinsky, Elizabeth Tollefson, John Zak, Tom Sondreal, and Dining Services for 

making it a special weekend for the NWSA Alumni.  

 

I hope everyone is enjoying summer.  

 

– Chuck 

Charles H. Casey, Chancellor 

University of Minnesota, Crookston  



Featured Events & Activities 

 

Heart of the Valley Golf Tournament, Thursday, July 8 - 1 p.m. start for 18 holes, $40 per 

person, Heart of the Valley Golf Club, Ada, Minn.  

 

New Student Registration, Friday, July 9 – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., check-in at Sargeant 

Student Center  

 

Camp RYLA, July 11 - 17 - Camp RYLA is sponsored and organized by Rotary International 

District 5580  

 

Teambacker  Golf Tournament, Saturday, July 17 - 10 a.m. registration, 11 a.m. shotgun start 

for 18 holes, five-person teams, $85 per person, Minakwa Golf Club, Crookston  

 

New Student Registration, Monday, July 19 – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., check-in at Sargeant 

Student Center  

 

Robotics Camp, July 19-21 – 8:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

 

Highway 2 Golf Classic, Thursday, July 22 - 10 a.m. tee-off for nine holes at Fosston Golf 

Course, Fosston, Minn.;  2 p.m. tee-off for nine holes at Oak Lake Golf Course, Erskine, Minn., 

five-person teams, $40 per person 

 

Campus Preview Day Hosted by Admissions, Saturday, July 24 – 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 

check-in at Sargeant Student Center  

 

Last Day of Summer Session Classes, Friday, July 30  
 

 

For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening 

this week, visit UMC Today at www.umcrookston.edu/today or review our news page at 

blog.lib.umn.edu/umcweb/news.  

  

Around Campus  

Academic Affairs – 

A bachelor of science degree in accounting offered entirely online by the University of 

Minnesota, Crookston was approved by the U of M Board of Regents at their June meeting.  The 

online accounting program will launch in fall 2010.  The Board of Regents also approved a name 

change for UMC’s degree program in hotel, restaurant, and institutional management to hotel, 

restaurant, and tourism management.  Additional approved changes include the 
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discontinuation of areas of emphasis within that degree program and the addition of a minor in 

hotel, restaurant, and tourism management.  

 

The Math, Science and Technology Department has announced the hiring of two faculty 

members into term positions.  Thomas Henderson has been hired as a lecturer in biology.  He 

has taught as an adjunct faculty member at UMC since 2008 and recently earned his Ph.D. in 

microbiology and immunology from the University of North Dakota (UND).  Marcella Melby 

has been hired as a lecturer in mathematics.  She recently earned her Ph.D. in teaching and 

learning: teacher education with a minor in mathematics education from UND. 

Student Affairs – 

New Student Registration is scheduled for the following dates: Fri., July 9; Mon., July 19; and 

Fri., Aug. 6.  The typical schedule for each day begins at 8:30 a.m. with check-in at the Sargeant 

Student Center.  In addition to registering for classes, students will have a chance to meet with 

faculty members as well as representatives from Financial Aid, Student Affairs, and the Business 

Office.  

Facilities and Operations – 

The installation of the sprinkler system in Dowell Hall continues. With the north half of second 

floor completed, work has begun on third floor.  The project will also involve work on the 

“penthouse” mechanical area, which is essentially the fourth floor.   Work on the sprinkler 

system is projected to be complete by the first part of August. 

Work to replace the light fixtures in Lysaker Gymnasium has been completed, but because of a 

backorder on the fixtures for UTOC Arena and the campus greenhouses, work has been 

postponed until those fixtures are received. 

Selected faculty and staff offices are being recarpeted, repainted, or both.  Those offices include 

Owen Hall 202, Selvig Hall 304, Selvig Hall 309, Dowell Hall 117, and Dowell Hall 

201.  Similar work is being done in Dowell Hall 112 and Sahlstrom Conference Center 104, both 

of which are also being converted from one larger room to two offices. 

 

Technology Support Services –  

Technology Support Services has been sending reminders regarding the implementation of 

Google Apps for the Crookston campus.  Google Apps is a suite of web applications including 

e-mail (Gmail), documents, calendar, and other applications.  At this time, however, the focus is 

on Gmail; the calendar app will follow at a later date.  The migration process began the week of 

June 28 for a small group of users.  Technology Support Services plans to phase in the Google e-

mail implementation over the summer and will contact individual faculty and staff members to 

make arrangements for the transition.   Again, please review the information at the following 

web link, www.oit.umn.edu/google/transitioning-gmail, to help prepare for migration to Google 

e-mail sometime this summer. 

http://www.oit.umn.edu/google/transitioning-gmail


Development & Alumni Relations – 

Three flags were raised for the first time on Friday morning, June 25, on the Campus Mall as part 

of the Centennial Park Flagpole Project, sponsored by Alumnus Harris Peterson, a 1942 

graduate of the Northwest School of Agriculture.  The United States flag, measuring 10' by 19', 

is flanked by the Minnesota state flag and a maroon and gold flag bearing the logo of the 

University of Minnesota, Crookston, each measuring 8' by 12'. The flag poles measure 70 feet 

and 50 feet respectively.  Design work for the project was done by Widseth Smith Nolting, and 

Community Contractors served as the general contractor. 

Teambackers held the Mark Olsonawski Endowed Scholarship Golf Tournament on 

Thursday, June 24 at Two Rivers Golf Course in Hallock, Minn.  Over 60 golfers participated in 

the 18-hole scramble which raises money for the Golden Eagle Football Endowment. Winning 

the tournament was the team of Mike Olsonawski, Jeff Backous, Jason Urbaniak and Cameron 

Mortenson. 

Approximately 150 Northwest School of Agriculture alumni were welcomed back to the 

University of Minnesota, Crookston campus on Friday and Saturday, June 25-26, for their annual 

reunion.  Congratulations to the NWSA Class of 1960 as they celebrated their Golden 

Anniversary.  Four exceptional alumni were honored with the Top Aggie award, which is the 

highest honor a Northwest School alumnus can receive.  The award recognizes alumni who have 

displayed exemplary commitment and service to community, church, education, family, or in 

their occupational field.  The Top Aggies for 2010 are Clifford Steinhauer, '48, Thief River Falls, 

Minn; Terry and Bette (Hovet) Nelson, '60, The Dalles, Ore.; and Terry Stadstad, '60, Grand 

Forks, N.D.  Special thanks to Sue Dwyer, Rose Ulseth, Bill Tyrrell, Corby Kemmer, Andrew 

Svec, Elizabeth & Terry Tollefson, John Zak, Sue Brorson, Chancellor Casey and First Lady, 

Barbara Muesing, Sodexo/Dining Services, Facilities & Grounds, and student workers Derek 

Ricke, and Jill Zelinsky. Through this team effort the 2010 NWSA Reunion was again a success! 

University Relations – 

University Relations is pleased to have U of M, Crookston Senior Jill Zelinsky interning in the 

office for the summer.  Jill will assist with special events, news writing, marketing, and other 

activities in the University Relations office.  Jill is a double major in business and 

communication. She is from Brooklyn Park, Minn., and plays basketball for the Golden Eagles.  

Faculty and staff are reminded that the campus Printing and Design Unit will have no staffing 

throughout July and into early August.  Linda Wilkens, copy center operator, will be available 

through June 11 and will return on August 5.  Patti Tiedemann, graphic designer, and John Zak, 

photographer and editor, will return August 9.   If printing needs arise during the times staff 

members are not on contract, plans should focus on alternate printing and design strategies using 

local or regional printers or the University Print Department on the Twin Cities campus.   

Campus & Community – 



More than 35 students from the White Earth Academy of Math and Science were on campus 

Monday and Tuesday, June 28-29.  While on campus they learned about biofuels, the Nature 

Nook, the equine facility, and Evergreen Hall.  On Tuesday morning, the students had an 

opportunity to talk about college readiness and visit the campus bookstore.  The White Earth 

students were joined for several activities by a group of Korean students taking part in the 

ESL/Culture Summer Camp.  

District 5580 of Rotary International will host more than 140 high school student leaders taking 

part in Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) Camp on the U of M, Crookston campus 

July 11-17. Camp RYLA is a week of intense leadership training involving outstanding speakers, 

discussion groups, and sessions with volunteer Rotarian staff members. Activities include daily 

interaction among peer camper groups, challenging physical and mental activities, and 

fellowship with Rotarians. Learn more. 

Accolades  

Dan Svedarsky, Ph.D., professor of natural resources and director of the Center for 

Sustainability, is one of eleven individuals from across the U of M system who received the 2010 

President's Award for Outstanding Service.  The award is presented each year in the spring and 

recognizes exceptional service to the University, its schools, colleges, departments, and service 

units by any active or retired faculty or staff member.  Such service must have gone well beyond 

the regular duties of a faculty or a staff member, and demonstrate unusual commitment to the 

university community.  Also receiving the 2010 award were two individuals from the Morris 

campus, one from the Duluth campus, one from the Carlson School of Management, and six 

from the Minneapolis and St. Paul campuses. "The credit they bring to the University of 

Minnesota is simply beyond measure," President Bruininks said in his e-mail announcement. 

The Minnesota Campus Compact 2010 Summit and Awards Luncheon was held June 17 at 

the Earle Brown Heritage Center in Brooklyn Center, Minn.  U of M, Crookston Assistant 

Professor Eric Castle received the Civic Engagement Steward Award; Bev Brekken and Kathy 

Hanson from the Villa St. Vincent/Summit Apartments and the University of Minnesota, 

Crookston received the Community Partner Award; and U of M, Crookston student Katya 

Zepeda was acknowledged as one of only two students in Minnesota to have received the Carter 

Academic Service Entrepreneur (CASE) grant.  

  

  

Publication notes:  The E-Update is published twice each month August through April and once 

each month May through July.  

Issues are posted online. 

If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to 

urumc@umn.edu. 
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