
 

Crookston Campus E-Update 
an internal administrative news digest 

 
May 3, 2010  

  

 
 

 

Inside this Issue 

From the Chancellor  

Featured Events & Activities 

Around Campus 

Accolades  

 

From the Chancellor 

This week attention and energy will be focused on successfully completing finals, followed by 

commencement on Saturday.  Faculty have been working hard to complete their coursework, and 

students are busy finishing projects and preparing for final exams.  It will be a busy week for 

everyone, but it will end with one of the best days of the year as we celebrate our graduating 

class. 

Preparations for commencement are going well.  Our speaker, U of M, Crookston Alumnus 

James Clack ‘80, will arrive on campus Friday evening.  Regent Dean Johnson will be here to 

confer degrees, and Senior Vice President Robert Jones will represent University of Minnesota 

Central Administration.  We appreciate these individuals being a part of the commencement 

program, and we are eager to host them on campus. 

Many individuals are working hard to plan and complete all the arrangements to make it a 

special day for the graduates and their family and friends.  The reception prior to commencement 

has become a tradition and is a great opportunity for families of graduates to spend some time on 

campus. 

It will be a great honor for me to welcome everyone to commencement and very gratifying to 

congratulate our graduates on their accomplishments.  The entire campus is proud of them, and 

we wish them the very best in the future.  We invite them to join our alumni association and 

return to campus at any time. 
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Finally, I offer congratulations to Brian Dingmann, Ph.D., biology faculty member in the Math, 

Science and Technology Department, who has been awarded tenure and promotion to the rank of 

associate professor.  

– Chuck 

Charles H. Casey, Chancellor 

University of Minnesota, Crookston 

 

 

Featured Events & Activities 

Final Exams, Tuesday, May 4, Through Friday, May 7 

President Bruininks' Coordinate Campus Conversation (via ITV), Tuesday, May 4 – 3 to 

4:30 p.m., Dowell 220 

Healthcare Town Hall Meeting Sponsored by the Minnesota Chapter of the American 

College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE), Thursday, May 6 – 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., free and 

open to the public 

U of M, Crookston Alumni Association Grad Dance, Friday, May 7 – 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 

a.m., Northland Inn, admission is free to 2010 grads, $5 per person for all others 

Commencement, Saturday, May 8 – Reception from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sargeant Student 

Center; Commencement Ceremonies 2 p.m., Lysaker Gymnasium, UMC Sports Center 

May Term Classes Begin, Monday, May 10 

Faculty and Staff Day, Monday, May 10 – 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant 

Student Center 

Syllabus Workshop for Faculty, Thursday, May 13 – 10 to 11:30 a.m., Alseth-NWSA 

Business Boardroom, Dowell Hall 

New Student Registration, Friday, May 14 – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., across campus 

End of 9-Month Appointments, Saturday, May 15 

New Student Registration, Friday, May 21 – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., across campus 

New Student Registration, Monday, May 24 – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., across campus 

Memorial Day Holiday, Monday, May 31 – campus offices closed 



For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening 

this week, visit UMC Today at www.umcrookston.edu/today or review our news page at 

blog.lib.umn.edu/umcweb/news. 

  

 

  

Around Campus  

Administrative Affairs – 

President Bruininks has scheduled a conversation for the coordinate campuses of the University 

of Minnesota on Tuesday, May 4, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. via interactive television.  On the 

Crookston campus the conversation will be held in 220 Dowell Hall.  During this event faculty, 

staff, and students from the coordinate campuses will have the opportunity to discuss the State of 

the University and ask him questions directly.  While laryngitis prevented him from giving his 

address to the University community, the text of President Bruininks’ 2010 State of the 

University Address is available at his website:  www.umn.edu/pres.   

All members of the campus community, including faculty and staff of UMC, NWROC, and 

Extension, are welcome to attend Faculty and Staff Day on Monday, May 10, from 11:30 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m.  Join us as we celebrate another successful academic year with a meal of pulled pork 

sandwiches, salad, dessert, and beverages, and help us congratulate those who are retiring, those 

who will be recognized for years of service, and those who earn outstanding faculty and staff 

awards.  In observance of the day’s theme, Step into Spring, everyone is encouraged to wear 

their wacky, wild, fun, or funky footwear in order to be eligible to win a fun prize.  Door prizes 

will also be given. 

  

Academic Affairs – 

Commencement Ceremonies for the Class of 2010 will be held Saturday, May 8.  A reception 

will be held for graduates and their families from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Sargeant Student 

Center.  Ceremonies begin a 2 p.m. in Lysaker Gymnasium.  Bringing greetings from the 

University of Minnesota Board of Regents is the Honorable Dean E. Johnson, who will also 

assist with the conferring of the degrees.  Senior Vice President for System Academic 

Administration Robert Jones will also attend the ceremony.  The commencement address will 

be given by Baltimore, Md., Fire Chief James Clack, a 1980 graduate of the U of M, Crookston, 

who was the primary commander during the first 24 hours following the 2007 collapse of the I-

35 bridge in Minneapolis, Minn.  Learn more. 
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The Center for Teaching, Learning, and Technology (CTLT) will sponsor a syllabus 

requirements workshop for faculty on Thursday, May 13, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in the Alseth-

NWSA Business Boardroom in Dowell Hall.  The workshop will address the importance of the 

syllabus and how to meet U of M policy requirements.  The workshop will be delivered via 

UMConnect.  Presenters will include Bill Rozaitis, Ph.D., educational specialist, and Jane 

O’Brien, associate director, both of the Center for Teaching and Learning at the University of 

Minnesota Twin Cities.  For more information, contact Steve Hannah, coordinator, CTLT.  

  

Student Affairs – 

New Student Registration is scheduled for the following dates:  Fri., May 14; Mon., May 21; 

Fri., May 24; Fri., June 4; Mon., June 14; Fri., July 9; Mon., July 19; and Fri., Aug. 6.  The 

typical schedule for each day begins at 8:30 a.m. with check-in at the Sargeant Student 

Center.  In addition to registering for classes, students will have a chance to meet with faculty 

members as well as representatives from Financial Aid, Student Affairs, and the Business 

Office.  Questions should be directed to Sara Kaiser, student experience and parent coordinator, 

218-281-8527. 

Forty-four U of M, Crookston students were inducted into the National Society of Leadership 

and Success at a gathering held in Bede Ballroom on Tuesday, April 27.  Keynote speaker 

Kenneth Johnson, instructor in the Business Department, spoke to the students about vision, 

leadership, and lifelong goals.  The National Society of Leadership and Success, in its inaugural 

year on the Crookston campus, is designed to help students succeed by discussing such topics as 

leadership, creating a vision, and identifying goals. 

  

Development & Alumni Relations – 

A future gift of $165,000 through a testamentary bequest has been made to the University of 

Minnesota, Crookston by Richard and Mary Jo (Melbye) Eastes, ’79, who reside in Visalia, 

CA.  This generous gift includes paintings by renowned contemporary neo-regional artist, Gary 

Earnest Smith.  Mary Jo is a graduate of the U of M, Crookston and received an Outstanding 

Alumni Award in 2009.   

U of M, Crookston First Lady Barbara Muesing held a special fundraiser which garnered over 

$1,500 in support of the Aspire Scholarship on Wednesday, April 28.   Development & Alumni 

Relations offers its sincere gratitude and belated birthday greetings to Barbara. 

The 4th Annual Bill Tyrrell Walk-A-Thon was held Thursday, April 29 at Ed Widseth 

Field.  The event raised over $9,000 with a four-year total surpassing $38,000 in support of 

scholarships for student-athletes.  Special thanks to Crookston National Bank for sponsoring the 

event and to all who pledged and attended. 

mailto:shannah@umn.edu
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The 15th Annual Teambackers Fun Nite was held Friday, April 30, at the Crookston Eagles 

Club.  An all-time record number of tickets (245) was sold, and it is anticipated that the amount 

raised for Golden Eagle student-athlete scholarships also may have hit a record (to be confirmed 

later this week).  Thanks very much to all who donated, attended, and contributed to the success 

of this fundraiser.   Congratulations also to Teambacker of the Year Adam Maruska who was 

presented with the honor during the event.  Adam is a 2000 alum of the U of M, Crookston.  He 

serves as treasurer of the Teambackers Board and is employed as vice president of Crookston 

National Bank.     

The U of M, Crookston Alumni Association will host the Grad Dance Friday, May 7, at the 

Northland Inn from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.  All graduates, family, students, faculty, staff, and 

friends are welcome to attend.  Cost is $5 per person, and 2010 graduates attend free of charge.  

  

University Relations – 

Readers of the U of M, Crookston Campus E-Update are reminded that with this edition the E-

Update enters its spring/summer cycle, publishing once monthly during the first week of May, 

June, and July.  The E-Update will return to its biweekly schedule in August.  If you have 

questions or comments about or suggestions for the E-Update, please contact Andrew Svec at 

218-281-8438. 

  

Athletics – 

The Golden Eagles Women's Softball Team closed out one of the program’s most successful 

seasons on Sunday, May 2, in a split with the University of Mary.  It was the first victory over 

the Marauders in program history and one that followed the program’s first victory over 

Southwest Minnesota State University on April 25.  Season team hitting records broken include 

most hits (248), most home runs (13), most total bases (330), and most stolen bases (40). Team 

pitching records broken include most strikeouts (165) and strikeouts per seven inning game 

(4.48). Team single game records broken were most home runs (3 vs. Concordia- St. Paul) and 

most stolen bases (6 vs. Bemidji State).  Learn more. 

  

Campus & Community – 

A public healthcare town hall meeting sponsored by the Minnesota Chapter of the American 

College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE) will be held Thursday, May 6, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center.  This event is open to the public.  This educational 

and networking experience will provide possible solutions and insight to healthcare executives 

and will help explain the changing healthcare environment to patients and community 

mailto:asvec@umn.edu
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members.  The town hall meeting will be structured to address topics from healthcare reform to 

healthcare trends, integration, and bundling/health insurance.  Learn more. 

The U of M, Crookston Ice Hockey Club presented a check for $1600 to Susan G Komen for 

the Cure on Friday, April 30, during a special ceremony held in the Alseth-NWSA Business 

Boardroom. Colin Guidinger, a representative from Susan G. Komen for the Cure, was on 

campus to accept the donation.  The money was raised through the auctioning of the pink jerseys 

the hockey players wore during their "Pink the Rink" hockey game earlier this year.   

On Saturday, May 1, a group of students enrolled in equine management classes at the U of M, 

Crookston presented a business plan to the public for the proposed Red River Valley 

Equestrian Center, which would be located at the former Red River Valley Winter Shows 

building off Highway 2 in Crookston.  Over the semester these students have volunteered their 

time for this community project assisting in the renovation of the north arena and stables with the 

goal of creating an equestrian and agricultural educational and community center.   In the future, 

the Red River Valley Equestrian Center hopes to be able to host many regional events such as 

horse shows, rodeos, clinics, community club activities, as well as an open practice time.  

On Friday, April 23, and Saturday, April 24, six students who are members of the Sport and 

Recreation Club and David Rolling, Ph.D., lecturer, Business Department, helped with the 

initial phase of the construction of the Children’s Outdoor Discovery Area at the Rydell 

National Wildlife Refuge near Crookston.  The first phase of the project involved installing a 

fence to enclose the area and to help ensure children’s safety.  As the project progresses, 

boulders, building logs, a meandering stream, tunnels, and other features will be added for 

visiting children to have a place to play freely and learn in nature. 

Two faculty members and their classes participated in a collaborative project with regional staff 

for Minnesota’s Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP).  Assistant Professor Kevin 

Thompson, Ph.D., and Nancy Shay, a teaching specialist, who both work in the Arts, 

Humanities, and Social Sciences Department, coordinated the service-learning project.  Students 

in the design and management class and visual communication and editing class worked together 

to develop a pamphlet titled, SHIP Shape, which focuses on healthy food choices.  Sarah Reese, 

Polk County SHIP coordinator, worked closely with the students on the project.  SHIP Shape 

involves schools in the county and region that are making healthy food the easy choice for their 

students and staff. 

  

Accolades  

Several students were presented with awards for achievement during the annual Student 

Awards Reception and Program, held on Thursday, April 22, in Kiehl Auditorium.  Selected 

from among thirteen students who received Student Achievement Award honors were Man of 

the Year Anthony Dank, a senior animal science and equine science pre-vet major; and 

Woman of the Year Eun Hye Kang, a senior communication major.  Faculty recognized by 

UMC students for service and achievement included Outstanding Educator: Rachel 
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McCoppin, associate professor, Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences Department; Most 

Creative Use of Technology:Bill Peterson, professor, Math, Science, and Technology 

Department; Most Supportive of Students:Kenneth Johnson, instructor, Business Department; 

and Outstanding Service to Students:Rae French, coordinator, study abroad.  A full listing of 

award winners is available online. 

The U of M, Crookston was represented at the 2010 National Conference of Undergraduate 

Research (NCUR) by Heather Donati-Lewis, who presented her research titled "Common 

Spices and Uncommon Properties."  A senior from Narcoossee, Fla., Donati-Lewis is an equine 

science major.  Her research focused on the anti-fungal properties of thirty-seven different but 

common spices and herbs, such as Thevetia peruviana or yellow oleander.  Her project is part of 

a larger research effort led by faculty mentors Brian Dingmann, Ph.D., and Venu Mukku, Ph.D., 

who accompanied her to the conference, held April 15-17 at the University of Montana in 

Missoula.   

Mike Vivion, teaching specialist in the aviation program, recently earned renewed accreditation 

as a Master Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) by Master Instructors LLC, the international 

accrediting authority for such designations as well as the FAA-approved Master Instructor 

Program.  He first earned this national professional accreditation in 2002, has held it 

continuously since then, and is one of only 23 worldwide to earn the credential five times. 

Friends and colleagues alike gathered in the Prairie Room on campus on the afternoon of Friday, 

April 30, for a retirement reception honoring Extension Educator Bob Quinlan, who is retiring 

after 34 years of service to University of Minnesota Extension.  Quinlan worked extensively with 

the regional 4-H Youth Development programs in Polk County.  He was joined by current and 

retired Extension colleagues from across the state as well as family and friends. 

  

 

Publication notes:  The E-Update is published twice each month August through April and once 

each month May through July.  

Issues are posted online. 

If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to 

urumc@umn.edu. 

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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