
2017 Nibi and Manoomin Symposium (Accountable Relationships) 

Oct 10,2017 
Shooting Star Conference and Event Center 

Mahnomen, MN  

Sample Panel Questions that will be asked of panelists as a group, not individually. 

11:00-12:00  Panel Discussion with Q&A—“What is Necessary for an Accountable Relationship 
between the University of Minnesota and Tribal Partners?” 

Terry Tibbetts, Chairman, White Earth Nation 
Eric Kaler, President, University of Minnesota 
Tara Mason, Secretary Treasurer, White Earth Nation 
Scott Lanyon, Vice Provost and Dean of Graduate Education, U MN 
(Possibly Kevin Dupius, MCT Chairman and Chairman of Fond du Lac Band of Ojiway) 
 

(1) What does it mean to you to you to say that you have a relationship with another person, 
institution or something else (like a plant or particular region)? (i.e. what is the nature of "a 
relationship"?) 
 

(2) What is important about the pursuit of learning and research (about anything)?  
 

(3) What does it mean for a group of people, whether a community or nation, to have a sacred 
relationship with a nonhuman entity, like a plant?  

 
(4) Indigenous peoples, including Ojibwe and Dakota peoples, took care of the geographic area and 

ecosystems in what is now called Minnesota for centuries. They continue to work to do so 
today. How can a public academic and research institution honor the legacy and current practice 
of Indigenous environmental caretaking?  
 

(5) The burden of academic research, whether in history or in law and policy or other areas 
(including research by UM scholars), makes a strong case that the U.S. and state of Minnesota 
engage in a range practices, policies and laws that are best characterized as colonial and 
systematically discriminatory toward Indigenous peoples. Do you also believe this to be the 
case?  

 
(6) What commitments are necessary to ensure accountability among Indigenous peoples, state 

public research universities and other parties whose actions affect one another?  
 

(7) What limits, if any, should be placed on research conducted at a public university where there is 
the potential for significant social harm? 

 


