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Wilt or Thrive:
Garden Metaphors in Richard II

Emily Vincent, DePauw University

Just as a neglected garden cannot survive, a neglected kingdom cannot prosper. In 
his 1597 play The Tragedy of King Richard the Second, Shakespeare demonstrates the 
severe consequence of poor leadership through the story of King Richard's downfall. 
Tracing England's decline during Richard's reign, the metaphor of England as a gar
den both emphasizes the perfection of the land's natural order and highlights its de
cay. By neglecting to care for the garden of England, Richard weakens it enough to al
low his cousin Henry Bolingbroke to take power. Because Bolingbroke is not perfect 
either, however, the audience experiences mixed feelings about Richard's deposition. 
Richard and Bolingbroke act as two rival gardeners in the play, each flawed, but both 
striving to maintain control of the kingdom. In Richard II, Shakespeare compares 
England to a garden both to illustrate the destructive effects of the king's rule and to 
explain the mixed feelings behind Richard's ultimate replacement by Bolingbroke.

Frequently throughout the play, garden imagery illustrates England's natural 
state of perfection. In his famous speech to Richard, John of Gaunt raves that their 
kingdom, "built by Nature for herself" (2.1.43), is the epitome of organic beauty and 
happiness. Numerous garden metaphors imply that England is a prolific land full of 
"wholesome flowers" (3.4.39) and "fruit trees" (3.4.46), and should therefore flourish 
under careful management. Not only does Gaunt believe that England is a land of 
natural perfection and fruitfulness, but he also views his kingdom as holy. As illus
trated by his description of England as a "blessed plot" (2.1.50) and an "other Eden, 
demi-paradise" (2.1.42), Gaunt is so proud of his nation that he nearly worships it. 
These grandiose nature metaphors describing England's perfection provide contrast 
to the eventual decay of the kingdom under Richard's rule, thereby emphasizing the 
destructive power of poor leadership. Quite unlike a patient gardener, Richard plans 
to "farm our royal realm" (1.4.45) in order to quickly raise money for war, causing 
Gaunt to condemn him as "Landlord of England" (2.1.113). Richard threatens the 
beauty and perfection of England's garden by using his power to make "a shameful 
conquest" (2.3.66) of the kingdom, ravishing his lands of money instead of carefully 
tending them.

During the Duchess of Gloucester's conversation with John of Gaunt, the royal 
family first becomes associated with nature. The Duchess, mourning her husband's 
murder, compares the seven royal sons of Edward III to "seven fair branches springing 
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from one root" (1.2.13), suggesting that the royal family is a natural, unified part of 
England. Her metaphor conveys the concept that royalty is a traditional part of the 
kingdom's natural order, and the family tree is firmly "rooted" in England. Because 
her husband was murdered, however, the Duchess exclaims that one of the branches 
of the tree was cruelly "hacked down" (1.2.20), suggesting that his death was unnatu
ral. The parallel structures of several pairs of lines in the Duchess's speech not only 
emphasize her plea to Gaunt, but also make a distinction between the natural deaths 
of some of the brothers and Thomas's unnatural death at the hands of personified 
"Envy" and "Murder" (1.2.21). The metaphor of Thomas's "summer leaves all faded" 
(2.1.20) from his murder closely mirrors Richard's "fall of leaf" (3.4.49) when he loses 
his power to Bolingbroke. Both Thomas and Richard lose their lives to a plotting 
family member, and ironically, Richard was the nephew responsible for Thomas's 
death and Bolingbroke is the cousin responsible for Richard's. These nature meta
phors highlight both the pure unity of the royal family and its destruction from fa
milial betrayal.

In the metaphor of England as a garden, Richard plays the role of inadequate 
gardener. After the king's deposition, a gardener's assistant for the Duke of York 
questions why they should carefully tend to this small garden while Richard him
self fails to take care of the great "sea-walled garden" (3.4.43) of England. While the 
gardener and his assistant recognize that, in order for a garden to thrive, they need 
to eliminate waste and pests such as caterpillars and "noisome weeds which without 
profit suck / The soil's fertility" (3.4.38-39), Richard simply neglects his kingdom and 
allows it to be "choked up" (3.4.44) by waste and corruption. The weeds and caterpil
lars in this scene represent Richard's unproductive and useless flatterers, including 
Bushy, Bagot, and Green, who serve no real function in the nation except to support 
the king. The two gardeners are not the first to compare Richard's supporters to cat
erpillars, as Bolingbroke has already announced his intention to "pluck and weed 
away" these pests (2.3.165). In yet another nature metaphor, the gardeners compare 
Richard's neglect of his kingdom to un-pruned branches that weigh down a tree and 
prevent its fruitful "bearing boughs" (3.4.64) from thriving. The alliteration in this 
figure emphasizes the weight of these fruit-laden branches, and therefore the huge 
cost of losing them to careless neglect. Because Richard allows his kingdom to fill 
with waste and corruption, the gardeners argue, England cannot be fruitful. These 
commoners' opinions represent the surprisingly perceptive concerns of England's 
lower class about their nation's current government, as well as the overwhelming 
allegiance of the lower class to Bolingbroke. Although he compares England to a 
garden, Gaunt significantly chooses to view Richard as a landlord rather than a gar
dener. Instead of tending to his nation's problems, Richard has "leased out" (2.1.59) 
England for money, and has therefore turned his back on his people and his duties. 
To Gaunt, Richard is worse than an incapable gardener. He is not a gardener at all, 
but a foolish man who rules his kingdom as if it were a "tenement or pelting farm" 
(2.1.60) instead of the beautiful "other Eden" (2.1.42) that it is in truth. The meta
phor of Richard as an incompetent gardener readies the audience for his removal by 
Bolingbroke later in the play.
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To the common people of England, Bolingbroke is a hero who rids the unpopular 
King Richard of his crown. Although in the garden of England metaphor Bolingbroke 
plays the important role of good and capable gardener, the play leaves the audience 
feeling conflicted about Bolingbroke's morality and justice. Referring to Richard's 
wasteful flatterers, Bolingbroke swears to eliminate the "caterpillars of the common
wealth" (2.3.165), and thereby restore order to the nation. The gardener and his as
sistant compare Bolingbroke's murder of Bushy, Bagot, and Green to the beneficial 
task of plucking weeds, implying that Bolingbroke was justified in this deed because 
it helped the nation as a whole. Still, the audience soon realizes that Bolingbroke is 
not perfect either. Responsible for not only the deaths of the king's supporters, but 
indirectly for the death of Richard himself, Bolingbroke is not afraid to spill blood 
in his quest for power. If Richard does not yield to Bolingbroke's demand for his 
uncle's rightful lands, Bolingbroke threatens to "lay the summer's dust with showers 
of blood I Rained from the wounds of slaughtered Englishmen" until his desires are 
satisfied (3.3.42-43). Showering the land with blood instead of water, Bolingbroke's 
demand contrasts directly with his positive role as England's nurturing gardener. 
Responsible for Richard's deposition and eventual assassination, Bolingbroke falls 
short of his popular image as the good gardener, leaving the audience feeling con
flicted about his character.

Because of Bolingbroke's apparent cruelty, the play elicits sympathy for Richard 
and ambivalence about the usurpation of the crown. The Duke's gardener passion
ately laments "what a pity is it / That he had not so trimmed and dressed his land 
I As we this garden!" (3.4.55-56), suggesting that if Richard had ruled England 
properly, the commoners would not have supported his defeat. Richard's own at
titude about his land changes as well, although too late. Upon his return to England 
from Ireland, Richard "salutes" the Earth "As a long-parted mother with her child" 
(3.2.8), inverting the traditional notion of "Mother Earth" by claiming that he is the 
Earth's nurturing mother. Richard even vows to protect England from enemies such 
as Bolingbroke, claiming "when they from thy bosom pluck a flower, / Guard it, I 
pray thee, with a lurking adder" (3.2.19-20). This metaphor of Richard as England's 
protective gardener contrasts directly to the earlier image of Bolingbroke saving the 
kingdom from Richard's "caterpillars" (2.3.165), creating ambivalence as to which 
"gardener" should reign. Richard's newfound appreciation and passion for protect
ing England emerge too late, however, as Bolingbroke is already prepared to take the 
crown. The Duke's gardeners also display great sympathy and sadness for the queen 
when she learns that her husband has been deposed. In her outrage at the news, the 
queen likens the gardener to Adam, and asks "What Eve, what serpent hath suggest
ed thee I To make a second fall of cursed man?" (3.4.75-76), comparing her husband's 
loss of power to the Biblical story of man's fall from grace. This metaphor implies 
that Richard, as king of England, is holy, and therefore removing him from power is 
a sin. Even after the queen curses the gardener for his bad news, he resolves to com
memorate her grief by planting "a bank of rue, sour herb of grace" (3.4.105). Thus, he 
highlights his ambivalence about Richard's replacement. Even Bolingbroke himself 
displays guilt and mixed feelings about Richard's murder. Though, earlier in the 
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play, Bolingbroke threatened to spill the blood of Englishmen, he now laments, "my 
soul is full of woe, / That blood should sprinkle me to make me grow" (5.6.45-46). 
Bolingbroke directly plotted Richard's deposition, but only wished his murder. He 
feels guilty about his desire for Richard's death, explaining, "I hate the murderer, 
love him murdered" (5.6.40). Because even Richard's greatest enemy feels conflicted 
about the former king's murder, the audience is left wondering whether Richard de
serves his fate or should be pitied.

Through rich metaphors and abundant imagery, Shakespeare molds King Rich
ard's world of politics and national leadership into something that is easy for the 
audience to understand: a garden. If England is a garden and King Richard its care
taker, it follows logically that waste and decay in the land result from poor leadership 
while order comes only from careful tending. These garden metaphors indirectly 
stress major themes of Richard II, such as the ideas that unity is natural, leadership is 
vital, and blessings can be ambiguous. Bolingbroke fails to live up to his expectations 
as the wholly good gardener, while Richard surprises the audience with moments 
of passion and love toward his kingdom. Possessing strengths and flaws, the two 
gardeners illustrate the complexity and difficulty of leadership. Although Richard's 
garden has wilted, the audience remains unclear as to whether Bolingbroke will now 
allow it to thrive, setting the stage for yet another adventure in the ancient garden 
of England.

Work Cited

Shakespeare, William. The Tragedy of King Richard the Second. Ed. Kenneth Muir. New York: 
Signet Classics, 1999.



The Chemistry of Wine

Effie Kisgeropoulos, Kent State University

What is it about wine which fascinates humanity so much? It is a universal concept, 
evident and holding prestige in almost every culture, past and present. While some 
people might view the idea of alcoholic consumption to be taboo, or in bad taste as 
something reserved for the lesser classes, the drinking of wine on the other hand is 
viewed often as an action taken up by the more polished and well-learned. However, 
with the advent of modern technologies, generic wine is much more available to the 
everyday shopper. Rather than visiting the nearest winery, it is purchasable in any 
grocery store, and therefore it has somewhat lost its marker of higher social stand
ing. Although if we go back even further, wine was not always limited to the more 
well-to-do, indeed in biblical times it was used by every family of practicing Jews 
in their religious rites. Here again though there is another assumption, those who 
consumed wine were "good religious persons" and therefore morally above those 
who might distance themselves from such practices. Despite the long history of the 
up and down social associations with wine consumption, the difference we can see 
nowadays is given to those who really study and live their passion of the drink. With 
so many wine lovers now abounding with ease of access, the age-old reverence is 
given to the modern day wine connoisseurs, those who still participate in timeless 
traditions of tasting, studying, comparing, traveling, who uphold the notion of a 
certain savoir faire surrounding those who do not consume, but rather appreciate, 
its nuances.

Now it is fine to talk about the idea of wine and how it metaphorically affects us, 
but what is actually needed to produce this famous beverage? Certainly the many 
amazing discoveries of the past century have helped aid in the understanding of 
wine chemistry; however, people have been fermenting grapes into this lovely result 
for centuries. Indeed just recently a monumental discovery was documented at an 
archaeological dig located in the village of Areni, Armenia, where what appears to 
be the world's oldest winery was uncovered, with a date far surpassing centuries; 
rather in the range of about 6100 years old. (6) What was found in Areni goes along 
with what is known of how wine was first made. What they uncovered was evidence 
of the traditional process, with laborers stomping grapes in giant vats as the juices 
were collected and then stored for fermentation. However, at what point did people 
start going beyond simply just knowing if they waited long enough they would have 
alcohol, and actually realizing the different steps and processes which were occur
ring as their juices sat in their dark containers? This is the heart of what we are trying 
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to discern, what is happening on the chemical level; that which we cannot see as the 
grape juice transcends its normal state.

When the archaeologists at the Areni site discovered what seemed to be a setup for 
wine production, they began by running tests on pottery shards for residuals which 
might shed light on what actually was contained within them. Indeed, the chemical 
tests revealed traces of malvidin, which is the plant pigment largely responsible for 
red wine's color. (6) However, there are several other chemical substances that occur 
in wine which can also be used as an indicator of its presence. Before we jump right 
into that though, let's find out the difference between red and white wines.

Everyone knows that wine is made primarily from grapes, which are crushed for 
their juices and then held in storage for a period of time as they mature. But what 
about these differences concerning color, how do you know if you're going to get 
red, white, or maybe even a pinkish hue? According to Thoukis, after the grapes are 
picked and transported to the winery, they are destemmed and crushed into a must, 
which contains grape juice, skins and seeds. It is at this point that the addition of 
SO, happens. (8) Although the amount of this SO,added depends on the decision of 
what type of fermentation is chosen, which we will be discussed more in depth later. 
It is at this point, just before the process of fermentation starts, that the type of wine 
being made is decided. In the discussion of distinctions between wine colors, these 
are two different ways we can obtain a white wine. (5pp. 11-12) The first is rather 
straightforward; simply use only white grapes for the wine, it is the second method 
which is more interesting, although involved and less common. This way uses the 
red grapes per usual, however before fermentation can begin the juices of the grapes 
are separated from skins completely. Since the skins of the grapes are what has the 
red pigmentation, if the juice is removed immediately is will ferment without this 
color.

As far as red wines are concerned, we will discuss some of the particulars of the 
production, and the difference between red and rose, or blush, wines. The grape 
skins and seeds, which we already know lend the red coloring, are also responsible 
for tannin in the wine. Tannin is a substance which lends strength to wine, it is a 
bitter taste on its own, but in the wine it usually is perceived as richness of texture. 
And since the juice spends the entire time fermenting with the skin and seeds, tan
nic concentrations are much higher in red wines than white. The only difference 
between the red and blush wines is the amount of time the must is kept fermenting 
before the juice is removed; a blush wine is only in contact with the skins for a few 
hours as opposed to days or weeks. (5pp. 14-15)

So the difference between the colors of wine, in a nutshell, depends upon how 
much, how long, and what type of grape you are using. But as far as the immediately 
following step, fermentation, we still know nothing of its chemical processes or how 
it is possible. The answer is a simple reaction which is vitally important; wherein the 
reactant (glucose) breaks down to its products (ethyl alcohol and carbon dioxide).

C,H O ->2 CO + 2C,H OH n IZ o Z Z 3
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It was Joseph Louis Gay-Lussac who first discovered this reaction. (9) However, 
this doesn't just happen by chance, although that's what it seemed at first to early 
winemakers. There is an ingredient to the process which is vital for its completion, 
and it took Louis Pasteur to realize that yeast was responsible for this conversion of 
glucose to alcohol and carbon dioxide. By adding yeast to a simple sugar solution, he 
showed that alcohol could be formed. (9) Now this is a very simple diagram of the 
reaction, however there are several different stages to fermentation in order for it to 
transform the glucose. There is a 7-step process by which this happens: (4pp. 60-62)

Phase 1: Phosphorylation. This starts with the sugar molecules (either glucose or 
fructose) which are then phosphorylated (adding phosphate) using ATP, or adenos
ine triphosphate (an enzyme which transports chemical energy between cells). ATP 
performs this function by losing a phosphate group at the end of itself to the sugar 
molecule; this is a key reaction to the process because doing so releases large amounts 
of energy from ATP (approx. 29.288 kj/mol). Once an ATP molecule loses a phosphate 
it becomes ADP or adenosine diphosphate. (3) The sugar is turned into glucose 6-phos- 
phate and fructose 6-phosphate, and then the fructose 6-phosphate is phosphorylated 
again with ATP to form fructose 1,6-diphosphate.

Phase 2: Hexose Breaking. This step takes the 6-carbon diphosphorylated sugar and 
breaks it down into two 3-carbon phosphates: dihydroxyacetone phosphate and 3-glyc- 
eraldehyde phosphate. For now we are concerned primarily with the latter phosphate.

Phase 3: Phosphorylation. This involves phosphorylation of the 3-glyceraldehyde 
phosphate, this time using the reduction of NAD+ ->NADH to produce the necessary 
phosphate and give us 1,3-diphosphoglyceric acid.

Phase 4: Dephosphorylatioii I. Here the 1,3-diphosphoglyceric acid is changed into 
3-phosphoglyceric acid, which releases a unit of energy making one ADP -> ATP. 
Meanwhile and isomeric transformation occurs and the acid becomes 2-phosphogly- 
ceric acid.

Phase 5: Desphosphorylation II. In this step the 2-phosphoglyceric acid turns into 
its enolic form of 2-phospho-enolpyruvic acid, this acid is then dephosphorylated once 
more (through ADP -> ATP) to produce pyruvic acid.

Phase 6: Decarboxylation. The 3-carbon pyruvic acid is decarboxylated to make ac
etaldehyde and the byproduct of CO2.

Phase 7; Reduction. The last step of fermentation involves the reduction of the ac
etaldehyde through the oxidation of NADH -> NAD+, producing the final result of 
ethanol, this allows for the restoration of the NAD+ used up in the third step.

Now these phases outline what happens in fermentation at a detailed molecular 
level, but before we can say this is exactly what happens to wine, there are a few 
factors which must be considered which will affect the subtleties of product you 
end up with. Originally, the must (the juices, seeds and stems) would undergo this 
fermentation process accidently, at least as it appeared to humans; the juices form
ing wine through the use of natural yeasts already present. However, once Pasteur's 
experiments were recorded knowledge, the scientific community was finally able to 
see there was a quantifiable logic behind the formation of alcohol, and they began to 
sophisticate the process with enology, the study of wine. (8)
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Ever since chemists realized what exactly it was causing the fermentation, and 
more importantly, how we could synthesize it precisely, winemakers have had a 
choice of how exactly to go about these fermentation phases. The question of cul
tured vs. spontaneous fermentation is a controversial decision which can be loosely 
classified as an Old World-New World type debate, with winemakers from the for
mer generally favoring the natural approach. (2) This spontaneous fermentation uti
lizes several different forms of natural occurring yeasts. The beginning stages usu
ally contain kloeckera, hanseniaspora, and candida. As the reaction proceeds forward, 
the alcohol level rises as the sugar is converted. The yeasts which are used in these 
stages are a little more alcohol tolerant than those before, a few being cryptococcus, 
kluyveromyces, metschnikowia, and pichia. However, as the alcohol content continues to 
rise (usually around 4-6%) these natural yeasts cannot handle the conditions, and it 
is the resilient, alcohol-friendly Saccharomyces cerevisiae (or sugar yeast) that survives 
to finish the process. (2) It is this S. cerevisiae which is manufactured and added when 
the cultured approach is chosen rather than spontaneous, due to its ability for sur
vival in an alcohol environment.

There are of course techniques which can be applied during spontaneous fermen
tation to sort of “help out" the S. cerevisiae. As mentioned earlier, SO2can be added 
into the must before fermentation begins; it is for this reason. By adding a small 
amount of SO2, one can manipulate control away from the other natural occurring 
yeasts and bacteria, and give the favor to the sugar yeast, but without completely 
destroying all the natural yeast. Another way is higher temperature which will have 
a similar affect. These methods both still allow for spontaneous fermentation, just 
with a bit of a kick.

Of course there wasn't always a choice when it came to fermentation, but after 
Pasteur, the idea of cultured fermentation through artificially introduced S. cerevisiae 
allowed for much more controlled reactions and results. To a winemaker who is pur
suing this avenue, there is a slight difference in the steps; SO2 which in spontaneous 
fermentation was added simply as a helper to the yeast is now introduced before 
fermentation in larger quantities. While it is always produced in wine in some small 
amount naturally as well, without human interaction, when we are dealing with a 
cultured fermentation, we add SO2 in a much higher concentration in order to get 
rid of all the natural yeasts and bacteria, so that our manufactured S. cerevisiae yeast 
can begin fermenting. From this point, fermentation continues much the same way 
cultured as it did spontaneous. The reaction proceeds, however it is now able to be 
much more controlled and predicted without the uncertainty of the various natural 
yeasts and bacteria.

Now that fermentation has been unraveled, one aspect of winemaking which is a 
very important factor is the pH of wine. The process of fermentation is an exothermic 
one, meaning the reaction gives off heat as a product. However temperature is some
thing which can also affect the pH of grapes (and consequently wine) before they 
are even picked. Grapes from cooler climates generally have a higher level of acidity; 
this is due to the slower ripening process which is usually accelerated by warmth.
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Conversely, in warm climates the grapes will ripen quicker and therefore as they 
ripen, their sugar levels increase while acidity instead decreases. (7pp. 2-3) A perfect 
example of this is how malic acid (one of the main acids in grapes) is metabolized 
in the process of respiration; this loss of malic acid is more pronounced in warmer 
climates, hence the decrease in acidity. (7pp. 421-422) Usually before fermentation 
starts, the pH of the must is measured to let winemakers know what, if anything, 
needs done to regulate its pH.

There are three main types of fixed acid found in grapes, regardless of what color 
wine they will end up making, tartaric, malic and slight amounts of citric. The con
centration of these acids varies, depending on the types of grape and the soil com
position. (7p. 681) The amount of the acids present in white as opposed to red wines, 
and the role they play, tends to show there are some noticeable differences specific 
to the color of the wine. For instance, in red wines the acidity also acts to help pre
serve and stabilize the color of the wine; those wines with lower pH (higher acidity) 
happen to contain redder and more stable colors. This is reversed for white wines 
though, they often have a higher pH (lower acidity) which causes the phenolic acids 
in the wine to darken and polymerize as brown deposits. (7pp. 2-3)

Tartaric acid specifically is different from malic acid in that as the vine progress
es through ripening; the tartaric does not get metabolized through respiration as 
with malic acid. This means that the level of tartaric acid in the grape vines remains 
relatively consistent throughout the ripening process. Indeed, less than half of the 
tartaric acid found in grapes is free standing, with the majority of its concentration 
being present as potassium acid salt. During the fermentation process, these tartrates 
bind with lees (pulp debris and precipitated tannins and pigments). Generally about 
half of these newly formed deposits are soluble in the alcoholic mixture of wine. The 
crystallization of these tartrates can happen at unpredictable times and in a wine 
bottle they often look like broken glass, even though they are harmless. Winemakers 
often put the wine through cold stabilization nonetheless, where it is exposed to tem
peratures below freezing to encourage the tartrates to crystallize and precipitate out 
of the wine. Sometimes when the wine must's pH is measured and found too high, a 
process called acidification is carried out to help regulate this. This procedure often 
uses the addition of tartaric acid to the grapes in order to regulate the pH imbalance. 
It is also tartaric acid which provides the tartness in wine, and which plays a role in 
lowering the pH of fermenting must to a level where many of the spoilage bacteria 
can no longer live, therefore acting as a preservative after the fermentation. (7p. 681)

Now if the pH is measured to be too low, the opposite would need done and you 
must make the wine less acidic. Usually the way winemakers correct this is through 
malolactic fermentation, or MLF, which is the reaction which turns strong malic acid 
into the weak lactic acid. This is another area where the reactions sometimes differ 
from white to red wines. MLF usually happens on its own as a secondary fermenta
tion in red wines as yeast cells, which have been added, precipitate and form bacteria 
which induces the MLF to happen. This is also often induced in the fermentation 
process white wines to convert the malic acid to lactic acid by artificially introducing 
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the desired bacteria. It adds a buttery flavor to the white wine, but might diminish 
its fruity flavors. (5pp. 42-43) However in both cases the process behaves just like a 
buffer.

After the fermentation process is complete, the wine is raw and still must go 
through clarification before it can be bottled and distributed. During fermentation, 
solids form in the wine called lees, which usually include yeast, seeds, grape pulp 
and grape skin particles, and it is important to the flavor of the wine that these be 
removed as soon as possible. Since the volume of wine is so large, usually the liquid 
is moved to holding tanks where it is allowed to sit for a few days as the lees settle. 
However the whole process must be conducted carefully to ensure it remains an
aerobic, that is without oxygen. Wine at this point is highly reactive with oxygen and 
exposure to it will result in many unsavory effects, such as browning and deteriora
tion of flavors upon oxidation. (8pp. 120-f21)At this time winemakers will sometimes 
stabilize the wine in order to flush out the tartrates discussed earlier, which formed 
the broken glass-like crystals. They achieve this by putting the wine through a cold 
stabilization procedure, where it is exposed to temperatures below freezing, which 
induces the tartrates to crystallize and precipitate out of the wine, thereby allowing 
it to be removed much more easily. (7p. 681)

After the wine is clarified, the winemaker has a final choice to make; he can either 
bottle the wine immediately for consumption, or leave it to age for a period of time. 
Once the aging has begun, the reaction now becomes aerobic. Oxygen is allowed to 
enter the process, while water and alcohol escape. The acidity will decrease and com
ponents of wine form compounds to enhance flavor and aroma. Here the container 
the wine is stored in also contributes to the flavors, for instance in the traditional 
method of aging in oak barrels, the wood will also contribute flavors to the wine. The 
amount of time that a wine is aged is basically equivalent to the time which elapses 
between fermentation and drinking. The type of wine also affects the length of the 
aging process. White wine tends not to be aged for long, although some can be for 
up to 3-7 years, this is a process more common in red wines. Red wines are aged for 
varied periods of time from several months to several years, some for up to forty, de
pending on the type and quality of the wine desired. However, the winemaker must 
be careful because it's possible if wines are aged too long, the tannins present in wine 
which give it some of its flavor will precipitate out. (1)

Wine is a complicated and specific process, one which has been perfected end
lessly throughout the centuries since its discovery. It is indeed almost a religion to 
some, one which offers a calming experience through the time and effort it takes to 
produce it. And then of course, the practical applications cannot be overlooked; with 
how complicated it is to make wine, it works out quite well that it's such a great, easy 
way to become inebriated. Happy drinking.
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Meditate

Levi Froke, University of South Dakota

Noble silence is fire from Heaven

Burning and melting to the core

Calm, concentrated awareness

Holds hands with universal Truth.

Heat and pressure catalyze diamonds from coal

Encompassing silence, the ego transforms

Inherently into the ever-present priceless pure self.

Before a religion can teach the student must be ready

Let morality and wisdom replace doctrines with self-observed Truth.

A marathon runner knows that the first step is just as important as the last

The beginning of the journey is now.

The soul yearns to reconnect.

Meditate.
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“Kolleena Ensan”: Samira Said’s Music as 
an Interpretation of Moroccan Women’s 
Cultural Identity

Halina Hopkins, Valparaiso University-Christ College

The cliche "music is the universal language" assumes that all people's music is intel
ligible and meaningful to all other people and that music can be used for communi
cation across language barriers. In actuality, music is a product of factors including 
the personal attributes of the musician; the conditions under which the music indus
try operates; and the ways in which listeners react to the music (Titon 1-2). All of the 
above-mentioned factors influence the audible and aesthetic qualities of the music 
itself. In this essay, I will use the fundamental elements of a piece of music of blended 
Middle Eastern1 (also referred to as Arabic) and Western (generally European and/ 
or American) origin, to explore the forces that have shaped Moroccan women's views 
of their cultural identity. I will focus on the Moroccan singer Samira Said and the 
situation of women in present-day Morocco. Samira Said embraces her femininity 
and uses her cultural heritage to supply her international celebrity, while her transi
tions between and across cultural boundaries give her legitimacy as a spokeswoman 
for not only Moroccan women's feelings about their identity within their country, but 
also Morocco's position in the Arab world and the international sphere.

1. The Middle East, as defined by Shereen Abdel-Nabi et. al., and for the purposes of this essay, 
refers to the Maghreb, the Mashreq, the Gulf, and Egypt (Al-Nabi 232).

Some notable outside influences on traditional Moroccan music are the Gnawa 
and Andalusian styles, coming respectively from slaves brought up from Sudan and 
the Arab settlement in southern Spain. Cultural exchanges are not an invention of 
the computer and other trappings of the Information Age—these conversations, bor
rowings, and imitations have existed longer than the supposed extent of "traditional 
music." These two styles, which have shaped traditional Moroccan music, illustrate 
the unique cultural and geographic space Morocco occupies as a member of both 
North Africa and the Middle East. In discussing traditional Moroccan music, An
dalusian, Gnawan, and other styles are referenced in the various ways they have 
acted to form the musical profile of the country. There is a tendency in ethnomusi
cology to describe the "traditional" music of non-Western societies as though there 
is a clear set of musical constructs and styles delineated as traditional and others 
that are modern. The absence of musical notation for much of music history in Mo
rocco, as well as the reliance on oral tradition, has contributed to the idea that this 
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traditional music is unchanging and dates back to prehistory. In actuality, music is 
an ever-changing phenomenon in all cultures (Netti 13). Just as music changes over 
time, and ethnomusicologists have come to appreciate the shifting nuances of world 
music, analysts of political culture have shed the modernist approach once used to 
distinguish Western and Eastern cultures.

According to the modernist theory, which was used to describe and classify world 
cultures, all peoples were either oppressed by tradition or autonomous agents oper
ating in the modern world. This theory has been replaced by the postmodernist the
ory, in which tradition is recognized to be an invention used to artificially separate 
would-be modern cultures from those still mired in the past. In exploring Moroccan 
women's identity, one must be careful to avoid the detrimental and false perceptions 
of Islamic societies as "traditional," in other words "authoritarian, elitist, sultanic, ob- 
fuscatory, and despotic," while Western societies are "modern" and have moved past 
their own tradition, which harbored nothing more menacing than non-mechanized 
farming and barter economies (Hafez 24). The binary view of the world presented in 
the modernist theory is irreconcilable with the change and progress that all cultures 
undergo over time.

Because this essay focuses on Moroccan music, I have outlined two of the major 
influences on "traditional" Moroccan music to provide a basis of understanding for 
people unfamiliar with Moroccan music and to highlight one way in which Morocco 
straddles the geopolitical boundaries of the Middle East and North Africa, not to in
sinuate that Moroccan music is unchanging and solely derived from the two sources 
mentioned. The passage of time and introduction of other cultures and their own 
musical styles has affected the content and style of Moroccan music.

Moving from what is known as traditional Moroccan music to popular music, I 
will now introduce Samira Said and explain her importance as an interpreter and 
shaper of Moroccan women's views of their identity. Born in Rabat, Morocco, Samira 
Said first sang on national television at a young age, when she was a guest on the 
show Mawaheb (Talents), showcasing talented child performers (Samira Said Sacri
fices 2). Said's star was set in the sky of Moroccan popular music with her hit song 
"Alemnah Al Hob" (Teach Us Love). According to the Jordanian newspaper Al-Bawa- 
ba, her "style initially was characterized as being lyrical and Westernized—a mesh of 
jazz, flamenco, and pop," but later exhibited more traits of "Moroccan gypsy music," 
especially in her song "Al Bal"(AI Roussan 1). Her album "Qaweeni Beek" (Make me 
Strong), released in 2005, reached the #1 spot in the market. Sales were highest in 
Arab countries, but Samira Said also plays to an international audience, as evinced 
by sales and concerts abroad (Samira Said Conquers 1). Because of her popularity in 
Morocco and other countries, as well as her unique position as a female entertainer 
who divides her time between three countries (Morocco, Egypt, and the U.S.), Samira 
Said's music is an ideal window into the cultural forces that have shaped and con
tinue to influence Moroccan women's views of their own identity.

Just as musical styles are shaped by time, music itself exists as "sound ordered by 
time" (Greenberg). The music explored in this essay is characterized, in addition to a 
unique use and range of selected pitches, by its rhythm. Rhythm, the way a pattern of 
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pitches repeats over time, is a component of all kinds of music. When first encounter
ing African music, Western listeners are struck by the overwhelming complexity of 
percussion instruments used and the beats produced. Much more complicated than 
a mere call-and-response pattern, in which one player responds to the pattern es
tablished by another, most Arabic music features cross-rhythms, rhythmic patterns 
in which several instruments together produce the beat. Polyrhythms, patterns in 
which the beat changes, are also commonly found in Middle Eastern music. No part 
of the rhythm section can stand alone; all are essential for the characteristic rhythms 
(Titon 66-67). Most of Said's songs feature the interwoven beats and cross-rhythms 
typical of Moroccan music, and Arabic music in general. These complex rhythms are 
typically achieved through the involvement of several percussion instruments. In 
addition to percussionists, the ensemble Said leads includes violinists and guitar
ists (gosterix). Her music has been described as "sung colloquial poetry, or zajal, set 
to music that draws on folk-like styles but is played by a small, virtuoso ensemble," 
in which "the instrumentalists produce heterophonic lines, widely spaced in range 
around the singer's lines" (Danielson 307). The delicate balance that Said and her 
instrumentalists achieve is representative of her artistic influence within society. The 
musician gives voice to the cultural forces that have shaped her life and song, while 
her art simultaneously acts upon society to reinvent tradition and people's attitudes 
towards change.

Just as all music is defined by the patterns it exhibits in a period of time, Western 
analyses of contemporary Moroccan culture has focused on the changes affected by 
French and Spanish colonialization and later, Moroccan independence. The inner 
complexity and outer beauty of polyrhythms can be seen as a metaphor for the recon
structed cultural identities in Morocco and throughout the Arab world through the 
periods of precolonialism, colonialism, postcolonialism, and the modern era, as the 
changing political tides have affected the national and cultural identities of people 
living in the region, all of which have interacted to shape the worldview of mod
ern-day Moroccans. The effects of colonialism in Morocco are complex, but the sim
plest explanation of colonialism's long-lasting effects is reflected in Moroccan and 
Arab nationalist trends. French colonizers told the Moroccans they conquered that 
they were French and must shed their previous Middle Eastern identity, causing the 
Islamic culture in Morocco to react against colonialist pressures (Ennaji 12). Because 
"the French colonizers sought to marginalize the Arab-Muslim culture through the 
assimilation and alienation of the Maghrebi peoples," "Pan-Arab and Pan-African 
cultural nationalism were a response to colonialism and its cultural domination" 
(Ennaji 26, 27). Out of the cultural subjugation imposed by the colonizers came a 
surge in Moroccan nationalism. By celebrating their culture, Moroccans tried to 
undo the cultural degradation imposed during the colonial period. Although Mo
rocco succeeded in winning its independence in 1956, Moroccan culture was forever 
changed by the French Protectorate period.

Traces of the colonial system can still be found in the music industry, which is 
centered in Egypt but also operates through channels in England and France. In 
the late nineteenth century, European companies dominated the Arab market for 
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music recording and production (Frishkopf 28). Even when Egyptian companies 
such as Cairophone began recording music in Egypt in the 1950's, large quantities 
of records still had to be assembled in Europe and shipped back to Egypt to be sold. 
After a recording studio and record factory were finally built in Egypt, they were 
seized by President Nasser's regime and taken under state control. It was the singer, 
songwriter, and actor who had founded the music production company Misrphone, 
Muhammad Fawzy Habs 'Abd al'-'Al al-Haww, who established Egypt as the center 
for Middle Eastern music and film that it still is today (Frishkopf 33). The situation of 
Egypt as the mass-producer of Arab popular culture dictates the career possibilities 
and choices for many Arab pop singers, just as the instrumental parts in Said's music 
are arranged around the lyrics.2

2. The balance between instrumentation and vocals used in Said's music is an example of vocally 
conceived or lyric melody, in which the rhythm of the words and the patterns of the accompa
niment interact to create the characteristic sound pattern (Greenberg).

No matter one's level of formal musical education, anyone can understand the 
most salient aspect of vocal music: the lyrics. Having said that song lyrics are intel
ligible to everyone, I must add that the lyrics are only a point of interest for those who 
know the language. Therefore, I will concentrate on the meaning of Said's lyrics to an 
Arabic-speaking audience. While Arabic is commonly referred to as though it were 
a single language, there is a limited population that speaks Modern Standard Arabic 
(MSA), and this group—comprised mainly of academics—uses the language in artifi
cial settings. In their everyday lives, people in the Arab world speak Arabic dialects 
specific to their country, often in addition to French, Spanish, or English.

Language is an integral part of cultural identity. Egypt still monopolizes the en
tertainment production in the Arab world, and many Arabs are familiar with Egyp
tian Arabic, as well as their own dialect, "because of the country's leading role in 
movie and music production" (Abdel-Nabi 233). Samira Said, in order to further her 
musical career, moved to Egypt soon after becoming famous. Her transition from 
performing and giving interviews in Moroccan Arabic to Egyptian Arabic was taken 
as a personal insult by many of her Moroccan fans, who derided her "for adopting 
another state's 'language'" (Abdel-Nabi 246). Former supporters' reactions to Said's 
use of Egyptian dialect reflect their sense of loss and betrayal as she reestablished 
her cultural identity, through her language choice, as not Moroccan but Egyptian. 
Comments on her song "Kolleena Ensan" on youtube.com include everything from 
jqewel's mislabeling, "she is From Egypt" to SpikyMooDy's bitter "she is moroccan 
but now she is egyptian and she sing this song in egpytian 2" (an33s). Attitudes to
wards Said's use of Egyptian Arabic can be explained within the context of language 
use and attitudes in Morocco.

Morocco is composed of many different ethnicities, much like the hybridized 
styles in modern Arab popular music. Moha Ennaji, in his study of ethnolinguistics 
in Morocco, notes that "multilingualism is a major characteristic of Morocco, and 
for many Moroccans language loyalty constitutes a core value of their ethnocultural 
identity" (Ennaji 1). Many people in Morocco speak multiple languages, and they 
use language in cultural self-identification. In particular, people's first language is 
important because "mother tongues have social functions that are basically related 
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to identity, everyday life, family, and friends because they express people's feelings, 
values, aspirations, and beliefs" (Ennaji 24). Native languages are people's first and 
deepest ways of connecting with the world and their experiences as a whole. The loss 
of one language and adoption of another signify more than a change in the pattern 
of speaking; rather the switch represents a denial of one identity and acceptance of 
a new sphere of social identity (Ennaji 25). Because Moroccan Arabic is the primary 
language of many Moroccans (Berber is also widely spoken as a first language), Said's 
rejection of Moroccan Arabic in her music was seen as a negation of her identity as a 
Moroccan woman.

As well as the language in which they are sung, the meaning of the lyrics is im
portant. In the Arab world, vocal music has been used both as a political protest and 
to give an air of legitimacy and popular support to the ruling party. A notable exam
ple is Shaaban Abdel Rahim, an Egyptian Shaabi singer famous for his song, "I Hate 
Israel." It should be noted that "when the song was first released... the lyrics said, 'I 
Hate Israel and Love Amr Mussa' (the leader of the Arab League). Soon after, the 
song was altered to include 'I Love Husni Mubarak'," current President of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt (Abdel-Nabi 241). In addition to her many love songs, Samira Said 
also boasts a song about Palestine, "Ila Palestine Oghanni." By examining the song 
lyrics of Samira Said and other popular singers, the political issues that affect their 
constituents can be surmised. However, Said's music is produced largely in Egypt, 
and much of the art produced in that country is done so under government surveil
lance. As stated in an article for the journal Popular Music's Middle East issue, "typi
cally dominated, if not controlled, by local governments or colonial powers, these 
media have been used to promote particular views of Arab-Egyptian society and 
culture and to exclude others" (302). Any political ideas expressed in song are gener
ally those that agree with the current administration's views. As President Nasser 
said himself, "The record is the ambassador of Egypt throughout the world" (Frish- 
kopf 46). Egyptian music is used not only for entertainment, but to project abroad a 
view of the country that meshes with the government's ideology.

Although artists whose work is produced in Egypt are under some censorship by 
the government, their personal choices can be used to express political sentiments. In 
this way, "artists can become people's most trusted politicians," and "popular music 
can be understood through the way it mediates and reinterprets the connection be
tween the public and private spheres" (Abdel-Nabi 131, 237). Some singers, although 
not political artists, can become politically charged figures due to their popularity. 
Samira Said made her political feelings clear when, after receiving a prestigious mu
sic award, she declined to sing, saying she was too sad about the war in Iraq (Sami
ra Said Admits). Samira felt that "the sound of missiles and all other war weapons 
targeted at Iraq was much stronger than her voice" (Samira Said Calls). She added 
that enough laments over the tragedies have been sung, and instead of complaining 
about the United States, other singers should help the victims of the war. More than 
just her songs, Said can make a political statement and an impact on public opinion 
by a simple refusal to sing. The importance of her silence underscores the high posi
tion she holds in Arab popular culture.
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While Said's silence made a political statement, her fans adore her for the opposite: 
her music. An important aspect of music is timbre, or the qualities of the sounds pro
duced. There are two kinds of timbre, and arguably, two symbolic meanings of tim
bre in Samira Said's music: the centrality of her voice, which can be said to represent 
her personal influence; and the background instrumentation, which can be analyzed 
in relation to the changing gender roles in the music produced by Samira Said and 
other top Arabic artists. In relation to her audience, "the value of [the singer's] identity 
is as important as the value of the entertainment, diversion, or articulation of social 
problems, all of which might be shared across socio-political boundaries" (Danielson 
309). Because the singer is the focus of the audience's attention, her identity is essen
tial in appreciating the music. Said's identity as a Moroccan women inspires pride in 
her Moroccan fans who see her as a positive symbol of their cultural identity. As said 
by TheStrokesBaby on youtube.com, in reference to a video of Said's song "Kolleena 
Ensan," "That is awesome, because I am also Moroccan, I found out after I posted 
the comment where she was from... I am so proud that she is from Morocco! (an33s). 
Because Said is Moroccan, Moroccan women see her as an emblem of themselves 
fulfilling dreams of international travel, fame, and economic independence.

Looking at the instrumental aspect of timbre, a recent development that has 
changed the nature of Arab music is the popularity of the synthesizer in music re
cording and production, which can be used as a metaphor for the new expressions 
of gender roles in Arabic culture. Some Western instruments, such as the piano and 
guitar, have been adopted in some forms of Arab popular music, but they lack the 
capacity to produce maqamat, or intervals of quartertones (Rasmussen). Maqamat is 
important to many styles of Arabic music, and while it can be played on tradition
al instruments like the 'ud, many bands prefer to use synthesizers. Specially made 
synthesizers can be tuned at the click of button to various Arabic scales, allowing 
great freedom in composition and performance. The capabilities of the synthesizer 
to produce traditional sounds in a new context can be seen as a metaphor for the way 
popular music reinvents gender roles through the melding of old and new forms of 
expression and identity.

As a female singer in a part of the world known in the West for its social separa
tion of genders, and in many cases, subjugation of women, Said stands in a unique 
position to delineate new gender roles in her society. The music video has allowed 
female singers to achieve fame for their dynamic presentations involving dances and 
storylines, as well as the music itself. A study of female performing artists in North 
Africa commented on the "doubly transgressing nature of the female body in per
formance" in an area where women are frequently hidden or veiled, saying that the 
professional female performing body evokes fitna, or social disorder, because her 
performance does not necessarily abide by social contracts that would seek to control 
what her body does" (Chakravarty 88). Female artists who produce music videos can 
transgress or reinvented social boundaries.

Because of the international music available to Arab listeners and the subsequent 
desire to innovate and increase market share, some female artists have made their 
music videos more sexually explicit. There is also trend towards younger, sexier 
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singers, while the memory of Umm Kulthum, despite her age and motherly appear
ance, is "still an obsession" in the hearts of all Egyptians (Samira Said Calls). The 
popularity of female singers with more overtly sexual appearances suggests chang
ing attitudes towards sexuality in the Middle East. Although Samira Said is in her 
fifties, she is still perceived as attractive, as evinced by the following comments on a 
video of Said's song "Youm Wara Youm" on youtube.com:

"joyouslife4all: wow! she is the hottest 51 I've ever seen!! she rocks!!

kaka4thewin: 51!!! are u serious?!!?!?!?!

joyouslife4all: yeah, so I've heard!

bisah7: she is soo hot

goshayug: When I found out she is 51 omg she looks 30 years younger"3

3. User comments on "Samira Said & Cheb Mami-Youm Wara Youm (Arabic Video)" (jump- 
toparadize).

Clearly, Samira Said can hold her own with younger singers. The popularity of art
ists like Samira Said and the lingering national affection in Egypt for Umm Kulthum 
underscores the way in which tradition and modernity interact in the creation of 
popular culture. Many fans are calling Said the "Diva of Arab Music," an interesting 
connection to the genre in which Umm Kulthum still reigns as "Queen."

By linking Said to Kulthum, Egyptian fans have appropriated her as a spokes
woman for their culture, despite her Moroccan nationality. When looking for the lo
cus of the Middle Eastern music industry, the geopolitical key, as it were, of popular 
Arab music, the immediate answer is Egypt. However, the key of a piece of music 
can be changed through a process called modulation. Modulation makes the music 
more interesting by introducing a new tonal center and changing the direction of the 
song's movement. In a similar fashion, although Egypt is the production site of popu
lar culture in the Middle East, the various nationalities given voice in that popular 
culture range over the whole area. When performers from different Arab countries 
are showcased on the Egyptian stage, the song of popular culture modulates through 
the whole range of ethnicities and cultures in the Arab world.

Said's songs and public appearances, supporting Egypt's position as a power
house of mass-produced Arabic culture, have solidified the idea of pan-Arabic na
tionalism, a group culture and identity across national boundaries. One of her most 
popular songs is "Youm Wara Youm" (Day after Day), a duet with Algerian singer 
Cheb Mami. Amid the song's many fan comments on youtube.com, like this one by 
MissKadyya, "Laila Samira, vous etes une grande artiste et une tres belle femme!" 
(Madame Samira, you are a great artist and a very beautiful woman!), there are dis
cussions about Westerners' perspectives on Arabic culture as well as the ethnic com
position of Morocco (an33s). As stated by prowned, "who eve said that moroccans 
are not arabs should stop right there, arabic is morocco's first language, it's a 100% 
arabic country, deal with it," and Cherwaki, "Arabs and Berbers are brothers and 
sisters. We are Moroccans. Our ancestors are Arabs, Berbers, and mixed. That's what 
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makes Morocco unique and an interesting country. I am an Arab and I love Berbers. 
They are my people too. Morocco wouldn't be Morocco without Arabs and Berbers" 
(an33s). The Arabisation process has caused Berbers to feel neglected, but many Mo
roccans, appreciate the importance of the Berber people and culture in the mosaic 
that is Morocco. The strongest voice for the importance of Berber in Moroccan cul
ture is that of King Mohammed VI, who said, "I am Moroccan before I can say that 
I am Berber or Arab. There are Moroccans who are Berber; others are from an Arab, 
African, or Andalusian origin. My father was of Arab descendence while my mother 
is Berber. This reality reflects the Moroccan genius" (Ennaji 173). As validated by or
dinary Moroccans as well as the reigning monarch, Morocco's ethnic diversity is one 
of the country's best features. In evaluating Said's music as an interpreter of Moroc
can women's interaction with the rest of the world, it must be remembered that these 
women themselves come from a variety of ethnic and cultural backgrounds, giving 
rise to unique interpretations of her music.

The modern exchange of ideas about transnational identity is carried out via 
modes of communication that span geopolitical borders. Although the governments 
of many Arab nations have attempted, to create a national identity, nationalism has 
been realized most clearly, if inadvertently, in the popularity across nations of Arab 
singers. The question has been proposed, "If states have failed, been unable or un
willing to force a hegemonic identity discourse of nation state citizenry onto their 
populaces, is popular music... a utilized avenue of participation with the larger Arab 
community whose attempts at political and economic integration have been continu
ously frustrated?" (Abdel-Nabi 244). The popularity of Superstar, an Arabic televi
sion show based on American Idol, as well as the cross-national celebrity of Samira 
Said, among other Arab artists, is part of a pan-Arabic music and popular culture. 
In a stunning expression of Arabic unity, Samira Said performs the song "Kolleena 
Ensan" (We Are All Human), the music video of which features a multiracial chorus 
singing,

"We are all human
Despite differences of languages 
And that man is many different shades 
Different intentions, forms and religion 
But the Lord is one
The Lord of man
We are gathered as one in love 
And all of us are human"

The song, which is sung in Arabic, French, and English,4 turns its focus from world 
unity to the promise of African civilization, as Samira sings,
4. Said's use of French and English has complex meaning for her Moroccan listeners. In Morocco, 

English is regarded as the language of international business. As the first foreign language 
with no colonial connotations, and for Moroccans, no association with a particular country, 
English represents the promise of international cooperation (Ennaji 120). French, on the other 
hand, still carries a reminder of colonialism and is primarily used in the realms of science 
and technology, as well as among the socially elite (Ennaji 2). Nizarmessari, a Moroccan fan of 
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"Come let's go into the embrace of the Nile 
And the civilization of the Nile valley 
Opening our arms, our hearts, our homes a little"5

Samira's music, agrees with this analysis of language use in Morocco, as stated in a comment 
on youtube.com: "I am Moroccan, myself, and 1 would tend to agree with most of what you 
say! French is the language of the former colonial power, and the Moroccan elite tend to speak 
it. However, most Moroccans do not, since it is taught at school, and the illeteracy rate is very 
high in Morocco. It is in this sense that it is not a native language. And by the way, in public 
secondary schools, hard sciences are also taught in Arabic, not only philosophy and history" 
(jumptoparadize).

5. "Kolleena Ensan with English subtitles" (LordAdib)

One could hardly ask for a clearer picture of her worldview, or at least the image 
promoted at the African Cup of Nations soccer tournament in Cairo, for which the 
song was written (Samira Saa'ed).

The separation of performer and audience, when seen within the larger context of 
the commercialization of Moroccan music and the world music industry in general 
can speak to Moroccans' disassociation from the art forms that Westerners look to as 
typical of their country. Some Moroccan listeners hold that Said's music, in trying to 
market itself in a global scene, has become too "Westernized" and detached from its 
Moroccan inspiration. Although some fans, like lafolieci, who commented on a video 
of Said's on youtube.com that, "you make us proud of morocco," and MoRockinl5, 
who agrees that Said "be reppin us Moroccans!" see Said's music as a representation 
of Moroccan culture, there are others, such as NarutoUzumakis who contends that 
"Youm Wara Youm" is a "good sog but she looks like ordinary western singer and 
that's not really good," for whom Said's cultural integrity, as presented in her music 
videos, is debatable (jumptoparadize). In order to stay popular with their homeland 
audiences, amidst a variety of international music styles, Arab artists such as Samira 
Said have had to make their music unique. This desire for new styles has led to hy
bridization, or the adoption of musical constructs from styles based in other cultures. 
Some critics complain that these new blended styles are inauthentic, but others con
tend that these styles are indeed Arab, because they are sung in Arabic by Arab art
ists (Abdel-Nabi 235). Comments on Said's videos on youtube.com corroborate this 
view of hybridized music as essentially Arab because, as stated by Babyeagle, "This 
song is ours, it's ARABIC, written by ARAB poets, composed by ARAB musicians, 
performed by ARAB singers and directed by an ARAB director, and above that it's 
sang to us, us ARABS :)" (jumptoparadize). This debate over cultural integrity in 
music production mirrors similar questions about Arab cultural identity in a world 
rife with global exchange.

From the controversy over her use of Egyptian dialect to the present popularity 
Samira Said enjoys in Morocco, the Arab world, and the international scene due to 
her use of Moroccan melodies and poetry, Samira Said has reached a state of conso
nance, or musical stability. In planning for her upcoming album, Samira planned to 
"include more Moroccan folk songs on her upcoming albums, adding that the Mo
roccan rhymes needed some polishing to mesh them with the modern music styles" 

youtube.com
youtube.com
youtube.com
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(Samira Said Glows). A return to and embrace of her Moroccan roots is apparent in 
Samira Said's statement that "Moroccan songs need more support and to establish 
their own market" (Samira Said Glows). In her own way, Said has modulated her 
music from an Egyptian focus to a Moroccan one.

There are several potential spheres of interpretation in which Said's music may 
be used to glimpse the cultural forces that have shaped modern Moroccan women's 
views of themselves and their situation in a global world. I have shown that through 
her music and performance styles, Samira Said gives voice to and creates the cultural 
forces that have shaped her identity as a Moroccan woman. Her popularity across 
the Arab world is a demonstration of the pan-Arab unity found in popular culture. 
I have focused on colonialism and Arab nationalism, the importance of dialect, and 
the relationship between Egyptian popular culture and other Arab countries, and 
the way Samira Said negotiates these cultural forces as a Moroccan woman.

Works Cited

Abdel-Nabi, Shereen, Jehan Agha, Julia Choucair, and Maya Mikdashi. "Pop Goes the Arab 
World: Popular Music, Gender, Politics, and Transnationalism in the Arab World." Hawwa 
2.2 (2004): 231-54. Web. 14 Apr. 2010.

Al Roussan, Rasheed. "Samira Said Brings Jerash to Dazzling Finale." The Star 17 
Aug. 2000 [Amman, Jordan] . LexisNexis Academic. Web. 14 Apr. 2010. <http://www. 
lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/Inacademic/search/focusSearch.do?risb=21_ 
T9181592642&pap=results_listview_Listview&formStateKey=29_T9181592653&format= 
GNBLIST&returnTo=20_T9181592649>.

an33s, prod. SAMIRA SAEED. Perf. Samira Said. Youtube.com. Web. 3 May 2010. <http:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lztAncPyw9k&feature=related>.

Chakravarty Box, Laura. "Outrageous Behavior: Women's Public Performance in North 
Africa." Meridians: feminism, race, transnationalism 6.2 (2006): 78-92. Project Muse. Web. 4 
May 2010.

Danielson, Virginia. "New Nightingales of the Nile: Popular Music in Egypt Since the 1970s." 
Popular Music 15.3 (1996): 299-312. Print.

Ennaji, Moha. Multilingualism, Cultural Identity, and Education in Morocco. New York: Springer 
Science + Business Media, Inc., 2005.1-231. University of Chicago. Web. 28 Apr. 2010.

Frishkopf, Michael. "Nationalism, Nationalization, and the Egyptian Music Industry: 
Muhammad Fawzy, Misrphon, and Sawt al-Qahira (SonoCairo)." Asian Music (Summer/ 
Fall 2008): 28-58. Web. 3 May 2010.

gosterix, . "Ayaam Hayati by Samira Said-Customer Review." iTunes.com. N.p., 17 July 2008. 
Web. 3 May 2010. <http://itunes.appIe.com/us/album/ayaam-hayati/id286068741>.

Greenberg, Robert. "Understanding the Fundamentals of Music." The Teaching Company. 
CD-ROM.

http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/Inacademic/search/focusSearch.do?risb=21_T9181592642&pap=results_listview_Listview&formStateKey=29_T9181592653&format=GNBLIST&returnTo=20_T9181592649
Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lztAncPyw9k&feature=related
iTunes.com
http://itunes.appIe.com/us/album/ayaam-hayati/id286068741


Samira Said’s Music as an Interpretation of Moroccan Women’s Cultural Identity | 29

Hafez, Kai, ed. The Islamic World and the West: An Introduction to Political Cultures and 
International Relations. 2nd ed. Frankfurt Am Main, Germany: Fischree Taschenbuch 
Verlag GmbH, 2000. (1997) Print.

jumptoparadize, prod. Samira Said & Cheb Mami-Youm Wara Yount (Arabic Video). Perf. Cheb 
Mami and Samira Said. 2006. Youtube.com. Web. 4 May 2010. <http://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=gnwWia9qmC0>.

Lord Adib, prod. Kollena Ensan with English subtitles. Perf. Samira Said. 2007. Youtube.com. Web. 
3 May 2010. <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcNOorYsTFo>.

Netti, Bruno. The Western Impact on World Music: Change, Adaptation, and Survival. New York: 
Schirmer Books, 1985. 3-166. Print.

Rasmussen, Anne K. "Theory and Practice at the 'Arabic Org': digital technology in 
contemporary Arab music performance." Popular Music 15.3 (1996): 345-366. Print.

"Samira Saa'ed: Morocco Top Arabic Pop Singer." ArabFigures.com. N.p., 22 Apr. 2009. Web. 3 
May 2010. <http://www.arabfigures.com/samira_said.htm>.

"Samira Said Admits Phobia of Acting." Al-Bawaba 8 May 2003 [Amman, Jordan] . 
LexisNexis Academic. Web. 3 May 2010. <http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo. 
edu/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLink!nd=true&risb=21_T92 
52863390&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_ 
T9252841782&cisb=22_T>.

"Samira Said Calls for an End to Songs Against the U.S." Al-Bawaba 22 Apr. 2003 [Amman, 
Jordan] . LexisNexis Academic. Web. 4 May 2010. <http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy. 
vaIpo.edu/us/lnacademic/search/focusSearch.do?risb=21_T9262395128&pap=results_ 
listview_Listview&formStateKey=29_T9262395131&format=GNBLIST&returnTo=20_ 
T9262395129>.

"Samira Said Conquers Number One Spot." Al-Bawaba 24 Dec. 2004 [Amman, Jordan] . Web.
14 Apr. 2010. <http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/lnacademic/results/ 
docview/docview.do?docLinklnd=true&risb=21_T9181684421&format=GNBFI&sort=RE 
LEVANCE&startDocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_T9181592653&cisb=22_T>.

"Samira Said Glows in Front of 60,000 Fans." Al-Bawaba 28 June 2009 [Amman, Jordan] . 
LexisNexis Academic. Web. 14 Apr. 2010. <http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo. 
edu/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T92 
52742899&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_ 
T9252742867&cisb=22_T>.

"Samira Said Sacrifices Everything for the Well-being of her Son." Al-Bawaba 23 
June 2003 [Amman, Jordan] . LexisNexis Academic. Web. 14 Apr. 2010. <http://www. 
lexisnex is. com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview. 
do?docLinklnd=true&risb=21_T9181558473&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startD 
ocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_T9181558477&cisb=22_T>.

Titon, Jeff Todd, ed. Worlds of Music: An Introduction to the Music of the World's Peoples. New 
York: Schirmer Books, 1984. Print

Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnwWia9qmC0
Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcNOorYsTFo
ArabFigures.com
http://www.arabfigures.com/samira_said.htm
http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLink!nd=true&risb=21_T9252863390&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_T9252841782&cisb=22_T
http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.vaIpo.edu/us/lnacademic/search/focusSearch.do?risb=21_T9262395128&pap=results_listview_Listview&formStateKey=29_T9262395131&format=GNBLIST&returnTo=20_T9262395129
http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinklnd=true&risb=21_T9181684421&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_T9181592653&cisb=22_T
http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9252742899&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_T9252742867&cisb=22_T
http://www.lexisnex_is._com.ezproxy.valpo.edu/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinklnd=true&risb=21_T9181558473&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=l&resultsUrlKey=29_T9181558477&cisb=22_T




Why Have Some Areas of Policy Become 
More “Europeanized” than Others?

Brent A. Lederle, University of Indianapolis

Abstract: Since the 1980s massive reform has occurred within the European Union, namely 
in terms of increasing, or perhaps encroaching, jurisdiction on member states. EU policies 
are aligned with numerous member states' public policies encompassing a wide array of is
sues. This multi-tiered political partnership influences such areas as market regulations, en
vironmental and agricultural policies, citizenship, and international trade to foreign policy, 
defense, public health policy, education, and much more. The relationship between Britain and 
the European Union has remained a dominant political issue in British politics since 1973. 
Today there exists a unique relationship between Britain and the EU, one of which various 
British policies have evolved to fit European Union standards while other British policies have 
remained distinctly and piously separated from the European Union. This essay looks to find 
which are the issues and policies that Britain deems appropriate for "europeanization" and 
which ones are distinctly and purposefidly kept under British control. Furthermore, we must 
also ask why some areas have been influenced more by the EU than others.

Since the 1980s massive reform has occurred within the European Union, namely 
in terms of increasing, or perhaps encroaching, jurisdiction on member states. EU 
policies are aligned with numerous member states' public policies encompassing a 
wide array of issues. This multi-tiered political partnership influences such areas as 
market regulations, environmental and agricultural policies, citizenship, and inter
national trade to foreign policy, defense, public health policy, education, and much 
more.1 The relationship between Britain and the European Union has remained a 
dominant political issue in British politics since 1973. Today there exists a unique 
relationship between Britain and the EU, one of which various British policies have 
evolved to fit European Union standards while other British policies have remained 
distinctly and piously separated from the European Union. This essay looks to find 
which are the issues and policies that Britain deems appropriate for "europeaniza
tion" and which ones are distinctly and purposefully kept under British control. Fur
thermore, we must also ask why some areas have been influenced more by the EU 
than others.

First and foremost, the nature of the British relationship with the EU must be dis
cussed in order to possess a clear understanding as to why there exists such a split 
in policy. Simon Hix presents us with a number of "cultural, political, and historical 
factors" which explain why the British public has been less zealous and fervent about 
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adopting EU policy and integrating into a European community. Included in his fac
tors are the separate experience of Britain compared to continental Europe during 
WWII, a heightened cultural identification with what Hix terms the "English-speak
ing world" than with the neighboring continent, and the lack of a substantial amount 
of generations growing up with the political reality of a European Union.2

Lack of consensus on integrating into Europe is also clearly divided along occupa
tional and regional levels. For example, professional employees, students, large busi
ness owners and farmers have all had positive outlooks toward the EU. Conversely, 
working class and small business owners have typically and strongly been opposed 
to greater integration due to increased trade competition and fear of relocating in
dustry. Additionally, regions see a difference in support. Yorkshire, Scotland, Wales 
and London have seen a higher approval of the EU due to high levels of EU regional 
aid and, in the case of London, an important role in finance. Opposite this are the 
regions of the South West, West Midlands, and Eastern, which have strong anti-EU 
sentiment due to decreased industry.3

These varying factors all lend support to the differing "europeanization" of Brit
ish policy. To understand why some policies have tended toward greater integration 
with Europe while others have not, let us turn to the glaringly obvious area where 
"europeanization" has not occurred: currency. In 1999 Britain, along with Denmark 
and Sweden, decided not to take part in the single currency initiative. In 2002 twelve 
member states officially adopted the euro as their currency; still Britain was among 
three states that did not take part. Why did Britain not join in on this single currency 
adoption? For Ben Rosamond, Reader in Politics and International Studies at the Uni
versity of Warwick, one answer lies in Britain's "historical orientation to an open 
international economy [which] has had complex effects upon attitudes to European 
integration."4 Subsequently, as Rosamond points out, this infers that Britain is intrin
sically located in a "global rather than regional economic space."5 To regress into a 
regional economy presented Britain with problems, challenging the British place in 
the world economy, requiring energy and investment into a regional economy rather 
than the global one. Furthermore, the symbolism of giving up the pound sterling 
was very much a factor in concluding not to adopt the currency. Opponents effec
tively used this symbolism to win support against the single monetary policy.6

Opponents also are quick to note other aspects and consequences of adopting a 
single currency. The loss of economic flexibility in managing Britain's own economy 
would be directly affected. As Scully points out, "the UK would be operating under 
a single interest rate for the whole of the "Eurozone," and would thus lose its ability 
to set interest rates purely for the good of the British economy."7 Other consequenc
es include the short-term burdens on small businesses, consumers, and day-to-day 
transactions with new currency. There is a clear rebuttal to this last line of argument 
though in that opponents who take issue with the "changeover costs"8 must also real
ize that every other state who has adopted the currency has had to face this too and 
each one has managed to come out the other end of the tunnel quite alive.

As in the majority of states, there has always been a clear and defined distinction 
between domestic policy and international policy. Here arises another key issue in 
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the debate between further British integration into the UK. In the domestic arena, 
despite international economic and political factors, Britain could "control the im
portant resources and mechanisms . . . [and] could claim to be carrying out the will 
of the people."9 For Britain, the EU represents a behemoth of legislative power which 
effects domestic policy on numerous levels. Many decisions made in Brussels are 
required to be implemented on the national level. On numerous levels this legisla
tive power is reshaping the British framework of government. Some political ana
lysts claim that Britain has "assumed a more European aspect"10 in that devolution 
of powers to Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland has resulted in a quasi-federal 
state—the same sort of federalism its opponents fear will occur under a burgeon
ing EU. This "multi-level of governance"11 invokes a sense of national politics being 
only one of a handful of governing levels, all interconnected in politics and policy. 
This reshaping of British government and governance no doubt results in backlash 
among politicians and the electorate alike who see it as an infringement on national 
sovereignty.

The trend for more "europeanization" in British policy tends to follow issues that 
the UK can only improve from and/or benefit from. Take for example environmen
tal policy. In the 1970s, the EU began addressing environmental concerns in order 
to codify standards and place emphasis on formulating national policy to fit these 
standards. Environmental policy in Britain subsequently benefited from the EU stan
dards through shifting away from local governments the responsibilities of imple
menting environmental policy and allowing for this responsibility to shift toward 
agencies and central governments creating, in effect, British pressure groups that 
seek can pursue a "British agenda."12 Also, British policy toward the EU's common 
market set forth in the 1957 Treaty of Rome and followed by the creation of a single 
market in the mid-1980s was, as Geddes puts it, aligned "with the UK preferences 
for deregulated, flexible and liberalized economies,"13 therefore ensuring a free ex
change of goods, services, capital, and labor. Because Britain has extensive trade re
lations with European states, it would make sense that they would adopt the EU's 
'single-market' philosophy.

One factor that must be taken into account in regards to why some policy has 
trended toward "europeanization" and some not is the party politics in Britain. In his 
book Euroscepticism in Contemporary British Politics, Anthony Forester notes that for 
various reasons, Britain's political parties' support has waxed and waned for further 
integration into the EU. In both Labour and Conservative there have been opponents 
and proponents who seek to use the EU to their advantage for policies or conversely 
to keep EU integration far removed from influencing issues and legislation they wish 
to pass. Such examples include Conservative opposition during the 1950s and 60s 
based on Empire and Commonwealth responsibilities followed by a wave of opposi
tion by Labour during the 1960s and 70s based on fear of membership and integra
tion into the EU barring Labour's "Socialist manifesto, including nationalization and 
prices and income control."14

Overall, the discrepancy in "europeanized" policy and "non-europeanized" pol
icy stems from issues of sovereignty. For Britain, issues that seem to not influence 
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or erode sovereignty tend to be those that are more "europeanized": environmental, 
economic and agricultural. Although the 1991 Maastricht Treaty sought to "trans
form the European Community into a European Union"15 British skepticism arose 
from the notion that, further integration into the EU meant exchanging into national 
policies for regional ones and altered the core function of the British government in 
areas such as foreign policy as well as defense policy and economic policy. These 
three core issues, which seem to be those that are less "europeanized" in Britain, 
are those three issues that most national governments seek to have the most control 
over. Because EU law trumps national law and numerous EU institutions exist on 
a supranational level, Britain has had to pick and choose policy that will reflect EU 
standards and that which will not. The reason why some policy has become more 
"europeanized" than others ultimately comes down to power. Harkening to the po
litical theory of realism, a state is nothing without power and power is the means by 
which a state can influence others'6 (whether they be individuals, other states, or oth
er actors such as institutions and departments). In order to maintain power, Britain 
had to keep some policy distinctly British. Indeed, as the European Union continues 
to develop and encounter problem as well as advances, greater need to distinguish 
that which will remain British and that which will become more European will need 
to be defined. Until then, Britain will continue its unique relationship with the EU.
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Fooling Man But Not God:
King Claudius’ Soliloquy (3.3 35-72)

Alayna Ackerman, University of South Dakota

You speak to me today you wretched king.

Why do you bow in prayer and bend at knee?

Ambitions, crown, and queen you hold onto,

Yet seek my grace, forgiveness, and mercy.

Like vultures grip and eat their sough out prey,

You too feed off the chase and not the catch.

To pray in flesh but heart there is no prayer,

Your filthy actions soon will be revealed.

Young Hamlet loves his father, who you killed,

Beware you sinner judgment will soon come.

Find faith for freedom from this will not be,

Until at last your conscience is set free.
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Hospitalization

David Jensen, University of South Dakota

The steady beat of the heart monitor has become second nature. Lunch, half-eaten, 
lays on a small cart beside me. Eyes glued to the television, a handful of meds in my 
right hand and a glass of water in my left.

"David?"
"Sorry, sorry." My mind jumps back to the task at hand. Tearing my eyes from the 

screen, I down the pills in a single gulp of water and hand the cup back to the nurse. 
"Is my mom back yet?"

She gives me a small smile. "Not for a while, hun." The small beeper clipped onto 
her pants pocket chirps quietly. With a quick glance at her new message, she prompt
ly exits the room, leaving the door ajar in the process. I watch her as she leaves, the 
hospital abuzz just beyond her light-blue scrubs. I lean back in my bed. A quiet sigh 
dares to escape my lips, instantly cut short by a hacking cough. Profuse, gooey mu
cus sloshes in my lungs with each painful rumble. On the verge of tears, I am finally 
able to quell the tantrum and get my breathing back to its original, raspy state. Stupid 
Cystic Fibrosis. I hate myself for getting put in here. If I hadn't skipped so many treat
ments, maybe I'd . . . But it doesn't matter now. I'm here, and I've got to live with that 
fact.

My hand finds its way to the remote. Once I mute the TV, I try to take advantage 
of the time I have and close my eyes. I can still hear the ruckus past my door. I allow 
light back in, frustrated. I sit up and dangle my legs over the side of the bed. Grab
bing the bulky IV machine, I trod across the cold tile floor. I give the door a soft push, 
watching it slowly close without interference, as if aided by some unseen force.

With a triumphant grin, I stride back to my bed. I climb under the covers, use the 
controls on the bed frame to recline it just a bit, and drift off to sleep.

I'm awoken thirty minutes later when the door is opened by another nurse. It's a 
male this time—can't be over twenty. He smiles and gives me a quick "Hello", checks 
various monitors for a few moments, and leaves, closing the door behind him. My 
eyes travel to my wrist. "VA MEDICAL CENTER, PEDIATRICS: JENSEN, DAVID" 
peers up at me in handwritten block letters. Inches from my hospital bracelet lies a 
long, thin tube, disappearing into the thick blue vein in my arm.

I allow my mind to drift back to the first time I went into the hospital for health 
complications. The beige walls transform into a bright red hue. The television be
comes bulkier, the window smaller. Lunch reverts to breakfast. I am now in the infir
mary, age seven, in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Aisthesis, Volume 5, Issue 1, Spring 2012, 37-38



38 | David Jensen

I slowly open my eyes and stare up at the perky nurse. Still a bit woozy from the 
surgery, I can barely make out Mom sitting beside the large bed. The two ladies are 
talking intently. A hearty burger-and-fries combo lies in wait just past the nurse. 
Noticing my newfound consciousness, the nurse gives me a joyful smile. "How're 
you feeling, David?"

"Good," I respond groggily. I glance at my mother. Her smile is solemn, but hap
py nonetheless. "Did the surgery go okay," I ask, though with the drugs still flying 
around in my system its sounds more like did the su-rry go 'kay?

"Wonderfully," the nurse responds. "But now that you're awake, I want to talk a 
little bit about what's gonna be going on for the next little while, ok?"

I nod slowly, and she then proceeds to list off the plan for the week. As she talks, 
I get more and more excited. Nintendo 64, movies, arts and crafts. Sure, I have to do 
more physical therapy treatments, but that's alright. More breathing tests? Fine with me!.. . 
Room service? Are you serious? Hallelujah! My eyes wide, I turn to Mom, expecting her 
to share my joy. But her eyes are filled with tears. She puts her arms around me and 
quietly sniffles. Confusion enters my mind. Why are you sad, Mommy? Didn't you hear 
all the fun stuff I get to do?

A bird prepares a sonata on the sill of my window, pulling me back to the present. 
Though its cheerful tune brings me out of the daydream, the memory stays, imprint
ed on my mind. And I now realize that this hospital stay, it's not simply a burden on 
me, but also my parents. Forced to watch me suffer in a hospital bed, unable to help. 
I cannot imagine a worse punishment.

I make myself a promise. To get as much rest as I can, keep up on therapy and 
school work, and try my very hardest to get back to top physical condition. But for 
now, I've been asked to rest up, and I might as well listen. I try to close my eyes and 
nap again. After several minutes, I accept defeat and un-mute the television, just 
in time to hear the last few bars of the "Price is Right" theme song trickle from its 
speakers.

A smile slowly crosses my face.



The Routine Activities Theory and 
Property Crime Victimization on DePauw’s 
Campus: A Rational-Choice Model towards 
Understanding Campus Property Crime

Nathan Cummins, DePauw University

The purpose of this study was to test whether the routine activities theory was an 
accurate predictor of property crime victimization rates on DePauw's campus. The 
routine activities theory postulates that crime happens rationally when criminal 
opportunities present themselves. The theory defines a criminal opportunity as a 
convergence in space and time of likely offenders, suitable targets, and the lack of 
capable guardians. Using the routine activities theory, I developed and tested five 
hypotheses: (1) that men will report higher rates of property and violent crime vic
timization during the most recent academic year than women; (2) that students who 
are more likely to engage in deviant behaviors will report higher property crime 
victimization rates than students who are less likely to engage in deviant behav
iors; (3) that students who exhibit more affluent campus lifestyles will report higher 
property crime victimization rates than students who exhibit less affluent campus 
lifestyles; (4) that students who are more likely to engage in guardianship behaviors 
will report lower property crime victimization rates than students who are less likely 
to engage in guardianship behaviors; and (5) that students who live in high-density 
living units will report higher property crime victimization rates as compared to 
students who live in low-density living units. To apply this theory at DePauw, an 
electronic survey was distributed to a random sampling of 206 students, with a re
sponse rate of 30% (n=61). The sample disproportionately represented females (n=40), 
as expected, over males (n=20). The survey sample was representative of the different 
classes at DePauw, including 15 seniors, 14 juniors, 13 sophomores, and 17 freshman. 
The survey asked respondents to report if they had ever had personal property sto
len from their rooms, from their campus vehicle (if applicable), from a public space 
on campus, from outside of their on-campus living-unit, or if students had ever had 
their living unit, personal property, campus vehicle, and/or their individual room 
vandalized. If the student answered yes to any of these questions, they were fur
ther asked how many times that they had been victimized by the selected property 
crime and if that victimization had happened within the most recent academic year.
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Significant results were found for four out of the five hypotheses, with the data sup
porting three out of the five hypotheses.

The first hypothesis was that men will report higher property crime victimization 
rates than women during the most recent academic year. To test this hypothesis, the 
respondent's gender and response to the campus property crime victimization ques
tions were cross-tabulated. The data showed significant, positive results that men 
were more likely to report being victimized by room theft and theft from a campus 
vehicle than women. As seen in Table la below, 37% of men (n=7) reported being 
victimized by room theft as a student at DePauw while only 8% of women (n=3) re
ported being victimized by room theft. The chi-square value was 7.61, with a p-value 
of .006. The Pearson's correlation was .362 with a p-value of .005. These results show 
that there is a weak, positive correlation between men and reported room theft.

Table la.
What sex do you identify with?

TotalMale Female

While living at DePauw, have you had 
anything stolen from your room while you 
were not physically occupying your room?

Yes 7 3 10

No 12 36 48

Total 19 39 58

To further test the hypothesis, gender was cross-tabulated with the question, "Did 
this happen within the most recent academic year?", to understand if one of the in
stances of reported room theft had occurred during the 2010-2011 academic year. 
As presented in Table lb, the data displayed significant, positive results supporting 
hypothesis 1 displaying that 100% of men reported one of the instances of room theft 
occurring during the most recent academic year, while 50% of women reported one 
of the instances of room theft occurring during the most recent academic year. The 
chi-square value was 5.833, with a p-value of .016. The Pearson's correlation was .764, 
with a p-value of .010. This shows a strong, positive correlation between men and at 
least one occurrence of reported room theft happening during the most recent aca
demic year.

Table lb.
What sex do you identify with?

TotalMale Female

If yes, did at least one instance occur 
during the 2010-2011 academic year?

Yes 7 1 8

No 0 2 2

Total 7 3 10
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Significant results supporting hypothesis 1 were also found between gender and 
reported theft from a campus vehicle, as exhibited in Table 1c. Only two instances of 
theft of personal property from a campus vehicle were reported, but in both cases 
they were men. The chi-square value was 4.491, with a p-value of .034. The Pearson's 
correlation was 2.81, with a p-value of .034. These results display a weak, positive 
correlation between men and reported theft of personal property from a campus 
vehicle.

Table lc.
What sex do you identify with?

TotalMale Female

While living at DePauw, have you 
had something stolen out of your 
campus vehicle, if applicable?

Yes 2 0 2

No 16 39 55

Total 18 39 57

The results fit well with the previous literature on crime victimization rates. Men, 
on average, report being victimized more often by property crime on college cam
puses than women (Barton et al. 2010; Jennings et al. 2007; Henson and Stone, 1999; 
Fisher et al., 1998; Volkwein et al., 1995; Sloan, 1994). In accordance with the routine 
activities theory, previous authors have hypothesized that this is because, on aver
age, men are more likely to engage in behaviors that put themselves in criminal op
portunities than women. Men are also less fearful of being victimized by property 
crime, thus they employ less guardianship behaviors than women (Jennings et al. 
2007). It is of importance to note that while men constituted l/3rd of the survey pop
ulation, they were two times more likely to report being victimized by room theft 
and theft of personal property from a vehicle than women. Furthermore, all seven 
men who reported being victimized by room theft had this occur during the most 
recent academic year. One possible explanation for this could be because due to the 
DePauw's strong greek life and party culture, where men are more likely to be the 
host of parties than women so thus their rooms are more suitable targets for prop
erty theft, but that cannot be confirmed without further research. As for theft from 
a campus vehicle, there was a low response rate with only two reported thefts out of 
the survey sample, so it is dificult to determine the causes of the significant relation
ship, or to generalize if this is a trend on DePauw's campus. The other property crime 
tests on the survey found no significant results as to their relationship with gender.

The second hypothesis was that students who are more likely to engage in deviant 
behaviors would report higher property crime victimization rates. The only devi
ant behavior indicator to provide significant results in the cross-tabulation was how 
often a student used recreational drugs per month. The data displayed significant 
results for reported theft of personal property from one's room, reported theft of per
sonal property from a campus vehicle, and reported theft of personal property from 
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a public space. As shown in Table 2a, there was a statistically significant relation
ship between reported theft from a campus vehicle and recreational drug usage per 
month with a chi-square value of 13.382 and a p-value of .010. The Pearson's correla
tion proved to be statistically insignificant, so the strength of the relationship could 
not be determined. Though the relationship was proved statistically insignificant, 
50% of participants who reported using the most recreational drugs per month (n=2) 
were victimized by vehicle theft.

Table 2b shows that there is a statistically significant relationship between report
ed theft of personal property from a public space and recreational drug usage, with 
a chi-square value of 9.6 and a p-value of .048. However, like reported theft from a 
campus vehicle, the Pearson's correlation proved to be statistically insignificant so 
the strength of the relationship cannot be ascertained. Though this relationship was 
proven statistically insignificant, with Table 2a, 50% of the participants who reported 
using recreational drugs frequently reported having had personal property stolen 
from a public space. The cross-tabulation between reported instances of room theft 
and recreational drugs brought out interesting results. There was a significant, nega
tive relationship between recreational drug use and room theft. Table 2c shows that 
participants who reported never using recreational drugs were more likely to be 
victimized by room theft. The chi-square value was 9.863, with a p-value of .043. The 
Pearson's correlation was -.292, with a p-value of .026, indicating a weak, negative 
relationship between recreational drug use and room theft.

Table 2a.
While living at DePauw, have you 
had something stolen out of your 
campus vehicle, if applicable?

TotalYes No

On average, how often do you use 
recreational drugs per month?

Never 1 42 43

Rarely 0 4 4

Occasionally 0 4 4

Usually 0 4 4

Frequently 1 1 2

Total 2 55 57
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Table 2b.
While living at DePauw, have 
you had anything stolen from 
your room while you were not 
physically occupying your room?

TotalYes No

On average, how often do you use 
recreational drugs per month?

Never 5 38 43

Rarely 0 4 4

Occasionally 3 2 5

Usually 1 3 4

Frequently 1 1 2

Total 10 48 58

The mixed results for hypothesis 2 are interesting because the previous litera
ture shows that students who engage in recreational drug usage are significantly 
more likely to fall victim to property crime on campus (Selwyn, 2009; Tweksbury 
and Mustaine, 2003; Fisher et al., 1998; Volkwein et al., 1995; Sloan, 1994). However, 
were only 11 participants who reported any significant recreational drug usage per 
month, that being defined as either answering occasionally, usually, or frequently us
ing recreational drugs per month. Out of those 11 participants, 45% of them reported 
being victimized by room theft, as compared to 9% of participants who reported 
using recreational drugs rarely or never per month (n=42). In addition, 27% of the 
participants who reported significant recreational drug usage were victimized by 
public-space theft as compared to 9% of the participants who reported no signifi
cant recreational drug use. Furthermore, 9% of significant recreational drug users 
reported being victimized by campus-vehicle theft as compared to 2% of non-signif- 
icant recreational drug users. One possible explanation for this is that the significant 
recreational drug users put themselves into criminal opportunities more often than 
non-significant drug users. They could be more likely to go out and purchase the 
drugs instead of just using drugs when they are immediately available, which puts 
them more often around likely offenders of property crime. Significant recreational 
drug users also could be more suitable targets for property crime victimization due 
to their skewed perceptions while they are on drugs. I hypothesize that if given a 
larger sample population, more participants would report using recreational drugs 
and that this would lead to a significant relationship between recreational drug us
age and property theft.
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The third hypothesis was that students who exhibit more affluent campus life
styles will report higher property crime victimization rates than students who ex
hibit less affluent campus lifestyles. Campus affluence was measured by the amount 
of money a student spends on non-essential items per week and the total value of the 
personal property a student possesses in their room. Significant results were found 
between the amount of non-essential spending per week and reported room theft, 
campus-vehicle theft, and public-space theft. No significant results were found for 
the total value of a student's personal property kept in their room. It is interesting to 
note that non-essential spending per week was a significant variable, while the total 
value of personal property on campus was not. I think this is because non-essential 
spending per week is a more accurate predictor of relative student affluence because 
it exhibits that these students, whether it be through campus jobs, family support, 
or other means of income, have a greater disposable income. A significant, nega
tive relationship was found between non-essential spending per week and reported 
public-space theft victimization. Table 3a shows that students who report spending 
relatively less money per week reported more instances of public-space theft than 
students who report spending relatively more money per week. The chi-square value 
was 15.168, with a p-value of .002. The Pearson's correlation was -.367, with a p-value 
of .005, which indicates a weak, negative relationship between non-essential spend
ing and public-space theft.

Table 3a. ___
Have you ever had any of your per
sonal property stolen from a public 
space on campus (such as personal 
items at the library or gym)?

TotalYes No

On average, how much money 
do you spend on what you would 
consider to be non-essential items 
(i.e. recreation, entertainment, 
intoxicants, etc.) per week?

$19.99 or below 4 40 44

$20.00 to $39.99 1 10 11

$40.00 to $69.99 0 1 1

$70 to $99.99 2 0 2

Total 7 51 58

Along the same lines, Table 3b illustrates a statistically significant, negative re
lationship between non-essential spending per week and reported campus-vehicle 
theft victimization. The chi-square value was 13.399, with a p-value of .004. The Pear
son's correlation was -.318, with a p-value of .016, indicating a weak, negative rela
tionship.
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Table 3c also demonstrates a weak, negative relationship indicating that students 
who spend less money per week on non-essential items report being victimized 
more by room theft than students who spent more money per week. The chi-square 
value was 7.760, with a p-value of .05. The Pearson's correlation was -.304, with a 
p-value of .020, which illustrates a weak, negative relationship. Tables 3a, 3b, 3c dis
prove hypothesis 3 by showing that students who spend less money on non-essential 
report more property crime victimization than students who spend more money on 
non-essential items.

Table 3b.
While living at DePauw, have you 
had something stolen out of your 
campus vehicle, if applicable?

TotalYes No

On average, how much money 
do you spend on what you would 
consider to be non-essential items 
(i.e. recreation, entertainment, 
intoxicants, etc.) per week?

$19.99 or below 1 41 42

$20.00 to $39.99 0 12 12

$40.00 to $69.99 0 1 1

$70 to $99.99 1 1 2

Total 2 55 57

Table 3c.
While living at DePauw, have you 
had anything stolen from your 
room while you were not physi
cally occupying your room?

TotalYes No

On average, how much money 
do you spend on what you would 
consider to be non-essential items 
(i.e. recreation, entertainment, 
intoxicants, etc.) per week?

$19.99 or below 5 38 43

$20.00 to $39.99 3 9 12

$40.00 to $69.99 1 0 1

$70 to $99.99 1 1 2

Total 10 48 58

However, as with hypothesis 2,1 suggest that this is due in part to the small sur
vey sample size. 92% of the survey sample (n=55) reported spending $40.00 or less 
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per week on non-essential items, which I define as spending relatively less money 
per week, as compared to 8% of the respondents (n=5) who reported spending over 
$40.00 per week on non-essential items, which I define as spending relatively more 
money per week. With these numbers in mind, further analysis of the data reveals 
the possibility of support for hypothesis 3 if given a larger survey sample. 15% of par
ticipants who spent relatively less money reported being victimized by public-space 
theft, whereas 66% of participants who spent relatively more money on non-essen
tial items reported being victimized by public-space theft. Also, 2% of participants 
who spent relatively less money on non-essential reported being victimized by 
campus-vehicle theft, as compared to 33% of participants who spent relatively more 
money on non-essential items. In addition, 15% of participants who spent relatively 
less money on non-essential items per week reported being victimized by room theft 
while 66% of participants who spent relatively more money on non-essential items 
reported being victimized by room theft. These numbers, corroborated with the 
findings of Table 3d on the frequency of reported room thefts, add further support 
for the possibility of confirming hypothesis 3 in future research.

Table 3d illustrates an interesting, positive correlation between non-essential 
spending per week and the frequency of room theft victimization while at DePauw. 
The chi-square value was 22, with a p-value of .038. The Pearson's correlation was 
.722, with a p-value of .018. The Pearson's correlation indicates a strong, positive cor
relation between non-essential spending and frequency of room theft victimization. 
The median frequency of the number of room thefts reported was 2.7 per participant. 
Students who reported spending $40-$69.99 on non-essential items per week had 
a median frequency of 4.0, and students who reported spending $70-$99.99 had a 
median frequency of 5.0. What this table demonstrates is that participants who spent 
relatively more money per week on non-essential items were significantly more like
ly to be victimized multiple times by room theft than students who spent relatively 
less money per week on non-essential items.

Table 3d.
If yes, how many times 
have you had personal 
property stolen from 
your room?

Total1 2 3 4 5+

On average, how much money do you 
spend on what you would consider to be 
non-essential items (i.e. recreation, en
tertainment, intoxicants, etc.) per week?

$19.99 or below 1 2 2 0 0 5

$20.00 to $39.99 1 0 2 0 0 3
$40.00 to $69.99 0 0 0 1 0 1

$70 to $99.99 0 0 0 0 1 1

Total 2 2 4 1 1 10
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The survey produced mixed results for hypothesis 3. There were weak, negative 
correlations reported between non-essential spending and reported public-space 
theft, campus-vehicle theft, and room theft. While those taken alone disprove hy
pothesis 3, when they are analyzed with the small sample size in mind and the 
strong, positive results from Table 3d, I suggest that hypothesis 3 could be proven 
with further research. There seems to be a connection between spending relatively 
more money per week and the likelihood of being victimized by property crimes, 
not the reported number of victimizations. This observation fits with the previous 
research, which found that students who reported spending more money per week 
were more likely to be victimized by property crime (Sloan, 1994; Fisher et al., 1998). 
Overall, the current data disproves hypothesis 3 but with further research that in
cluded a larger sample size, I think along with hypothesis 2 that hypothesis 3 could 
be supported.

The fourth hypothesis was that students who are more likely to engage in guard
ianship behaviors would report lower property crime victimization rates than stu
dents who are less likely to engage in guardianship behaviors. Guardianship be
haviors were defined through a number of personal behavior variables, however 
the only significant variable was the reported attendance of a crime prevention or 
crime awareness program. Students who reported not attending a crime prevention/ 
awareness program (n=51) were slightly more likely to be victimized by room theft 
than students who reported attending a crime prevention/awareness program (n=7), 
at 17% and 14% respectively. These results were not significant however. What was 
significant, like hypothesis 3, was the frequency of reported room theft and atten
dance of a crime prevention/awareness program. Table 4a shows that while one par
ticipant reported attending a crime prevention/awareness program and being vic
timized five or more times by room theft, the majority of students who reported not 
attending a crime prevention/awareness program were victimized multiple times 
by room theft. The chi-square value was 10.000, with a p-value of .040. The Pearson's 
correlation was -.646, with a p-value of .44, indicating a moderately negative corre
lation. Because of the way the variables were coded during the analysis, this nega
tive relationship means that students who reported having never attended a crime 
prevention/awareness program were more likely to be victimized multiple times by 
room theft.

Table 4a. If yes, how many times have you had personal 
property stolen from your room?

Total1 2 3 4 5+

Have you ever attended a crime 
prevention or crime awareness 
program at DePauw?

Yes 0 0 0 0 1 1

No 2 2 4 1 0 9

Total 2 2 4 1 1 10
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These results demonstrate moderate support for hypothesis 4. Previous research 
by Fisher et. al (1998) also found that students who attended crime awareness pro
grams were significantly less likely to be victimized by property crimes than stu
dents who did not, which supports the findings in this study. Although it seems that 
while attending a crime awareness program decreased one's likelihood to be victim
ized by property crimes, it is surprising to discover that only 12% of respondents 
indicated attending such a program. While the small sample size precludes me from 
being able to make generalizations about the influence of guardianship behaviors 
on one's likelihood for being victimized by property crime, I think my results taken 
in consideration with the previous research on this topic demonstrate that it would 
be beneficial if DePauw implemented a campus-wide crime prevention/awareness 
program.

The fifth hypothesis was that students who live in high-density living units would 
report higher property victimization rates than students who live in low-density liv
ing units. High-density living units were defined as university-owned dormitories 
and Greek houses, while low-density living units were defined as university-owned 
apartments, duplexes, or townhouses. While students who lived in high-density 
living units reported higher victimization rates for all measures of property crime, 
these results were not statistically significant so hypothesis 4 was not supported. 
These results are contrary to the previous literature on campus crime victimization 
rates, but I think this is because I did not test for all-male living units. The previous 
research primarily demonstrates that students who live in dormitories which are 
occupied by a majority male students report higher property crime victimization 
rates due to the fact that, as proven in hypothesis 1, male students are more likely 
to be victimized by property crime on campus (Barton et al., 2010; Jennings et al., 
2007; Henson and Stone, 1999; Fisher et al., 1998; Volkwein et al., 1995; Sloan, 1994). 
DePauw consists of 57% women and 43% men, and with all of the dormitories on 
campus being co-ed dorms, it is unlikely that men constitute a majority of any of the 
campus dormitories. While the campus fraternities fit the description of an all-male 
living unit, previous research has shown that fellow fraternity members do not pres
ent themselves as likely offenders to each other but instead as capable guardians for 
each other's personal property (Fisher et al., 1998). Due to the campus demographics, 
it makes sense that hypothesis 5 was not supported by the data.

Overall, my research found mixed support for the routine activities theory. The 
data exhibited that students who are more suitable targets for crime, whether that be 
either because they exhibited more affluent campus lifestyles, because they engaged 
in more recreational drug use, or because they were men, were significantly more 
likely to report being victimized by property crime, specifically either room theft, 
campus vehicle theft, theft from a public space, or a combination of the three. The 
research also found that students who engaged in simple guardianship behaviors, 
such as attending a campus crime prevention/awareness program, were significant
ly less likely to be victimized multiple times by room theft. The research did not 
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find any significant results for students who put themselves in situations with likely 
offenders, such as the amount of times per week a student goes out to a party, being 
related to property crime victimization rates. While the results were more promising 
than anticipated, there were some limitations to the study.

Most obviously, the sample size (n=60) was too small to be able to generalize my 
results to the entire DePauw campus. My sample population also disproportionately 
represented women, which can be seen as a negative but also a positive. Since my 
sample consisted of only l/3rd men, the fact that men reported being victimized 
more often by room theft and campus-vehicle theft is evidence to the strong statis
tical correlation found in hypothesis 1. The variables in the study could have been 
better designed as well. The amount of money a student spends on non-essential 
items per week in and of itself is not a comprehensive definition of campus affluency, 
nor does it indicate how much personal wealth, such as portable electronic devices, 
a student has in their possession in public. Reported recreational drug use alone 
cannot predict the types of criminal opportunities a student puts themselves in, for 
many students who use significant amounts recreational drugs per month are often 
more cautious of the penalties associated with those drugs and are thus employ more 
guardianship behaviors in fear of getting caught. DePauw also is a small, liberal arts 
college and thus has a lower crime rate than the larger, state colleges that much of 
the previous research was performed at. This means that there was less data to work 
with, so one would expect to see less-significant results. However, the fact that the 
data analysis found significant, positive results in three out of the five hypotheses 
alludes to the fact that with a larger, more representative sample, one could expect to 
find more significance amongst the variables.

Future research should be performed to understand why students who reported 
being in the upper-quintile of recreational drug users or who reported spending rel
atively more money on non-essential items per week were more likely to be victim
ized more often by property crime on campus. Also, future research should correlate 
the survey results with official crime data as found through Public Safety statistics to 
investigate if the results of the survey match-up with the official crime data that De
Pauw reports to the FBI. If any policy suggestions were to be taken from this study, it 
would be that whether university officials like to admit it or not property crime does 
happen on DePauw's campus. All of the indicators of property crime in this study 
had at least some students report that they had been victimized by that respective 
crime, but yet only seven out of 60 participants reported that they had attended a 
campus crime prevention/awareness program. With the evidence from hypothesis 
4 that attending a campus crime prevention/awareness program significantly low
ered one's chances of being victimized by property crimes, I believe that DePauw 
should institute a campus property crime prevention/awareness program during 
the first-year orientation week, much in the same way that they do for alcohol, drug, 
and sexual assault awareness as seen through the "Party House" program.
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The Role of Genetics in Disease 
Heritability, Risk, and Pathways of 
Pathogenesis of Human Autoimmunity

Lance A. Schell, University of Missouri

Autoimmune diseases are characterized by their unique course of action—the body's 
loss of recognition and tolerance to itself. Symptoms characteristically associated 
with common autoimmune diseases (e.g. swelling, fatigue, increased rates of sick
ness, etc.) stem from the body's overactive immune response. Some types of preva
lent autoimmune disorders include systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), a disease 
which causes inflammation of the joints, affects multiple organs, and can immobilize 
its host, glomerulonephritis, a disease characterized by increased potassium in the 
blood (hyperkalemia), unusual urine sedimentation or loss of flow (oliguria), and 
blood in the urine (hemoluria), and Wegener's granulomatosis, which is a sinonasal 
inflammatory disease that is similar to sarcoidosis. [1, 2] According to an epidemiol
ogy study done in 2002, over 3225 people per 100,000 are afflicted with an autoim
mune disease. What's more alarming is that over 80% of this figure is female. [3] This 
suggests that autoimmune diseases are relatively much more sex-linked than autoso
mal. A newer study confirms that shutting down the IRAKI gene, which is contained 
on the X-chromosome, shuts down SLE in an animal model. [4] With recent advances 
in technology, autoimmune phenotypes can now be traced to specific single nucleo
tide polymorphisms (SNPs) in the human genome using various phase haplotype 
maps. [5] This work will evaluate the role of genetics in disease heritability, suscep
tibility to autoimmune diseases as a result of these SNPs, and various pathways of 
pathogenesis a disease might use to impact the organism (human).

First, the role of genetics in disease heritability will be evaluated. In pedigree anal
ysis, we know that certain traits or diseases may be autosomal, x-linked, or y-linked. 
Furthermore, we know that within these parameters, the inheritance pattern may be 
dominant or recessive. Such information gives geneticists insight about how to best 
combat the diseases in question. Autoimmune diseases tend to be more sex-linked 
than autosomal, and as such, show preference for either males or females. Studies 
have shown that by attenuating IRAKI (interleukin-1 receptor-associated kinase), a 
gene located on the X-chromosome which plays a huge role in activating the NF-kB 
protein complex essential for DNA transcription, the effects of SLE were significantly 
diminished. [4, 6] Further studies document the finding of differences in the overall 
immune system (versus a single nucleotide variation in an SNP). One such study, 
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done by Rees, reports that "inherited differences", such as affinity between the T-cells 
and major histocompatibility complex (MHC) or co-stimulatory signals, can be the 
determining factors where "... a T-cell clone is destroyed by apoptosis (programmed 
cell death) or expanded." [7] It is factors such as these that can be the result of genetic 
differences in either parent. The inheritance pattern of autoimmune diseases has 
thus been shown to favor sex-linked inheritance versus autosomal inheritance, and 
as such, show a preference for males or females. It has been further shown that these 
diseases may not always follow a set inheritance pattern, and are instead brought 
about by reactions with other inherited differences to the overall immune response.

Next, the genetic mechanisms involved in susceptibility to autoimmune diseases 
will be evaluated. Gene loci involved with increased susceptibility to develop lupus 
spontaneously are quite numerous—variations at p21, a gene tightly-controlled by 
the p53 tumor suppressor gene that regulates cell cycle progression at the G1 check
point, cause a defect in apoptosis, variations at SHP-1 (gene responsible for helping 
control glucose level) cause autoantibody production, etc. [8-12] In the case of glo
merulonephritis, recent studies have shown that carrying a risk allele at rs2187668 
quadruples the odds of contracting the disease, while two risk alleles multiply the 
risk even further to around 15 times the original baseline risk. [13] Autoimmune dis
eases have been shown to be much more common in women than in men, but more 
severe in men after contraction of the disease. Data from a 2003 cohort study con
cerning Wegener's showed sex to be a form of mild inoculation against the disease; 
67.2% of those afflicted with severe granulomatosis were male. [14] Voskuhl recently 
investigated why being female is cause for a greater susceptibility to autoimmune 
diseases. The study concluded that high levels of androgens in human males played 
a protective role against developing autoimmune diseases; thus, the XX-chromosome 
was shown to be disease-promoting versus the XY-chromosome. The particular gene 
responsible was not readily able to be determined. [15] Another growing body of 
evidence besides gender in risk of developing autoimmune diseases is certain medi
cations that affect the activity of DNA methyltransferase during mitosis. This loss 
of activity and/or function causes the expression of genes that would otherwise be 
suppressed by DNA methylation. A 2003 study by Bruce Richardson notes that cells 
treated with 5-azacytidine during the S phase show a genome-wide DNA hypometh
ylation. T-cell function is altered with this DNA hypomethylation; mice injected with 
5-azacytidine developed a "lupus-like disease" as well as an immune complex glo
merulonephritis. [16] Other studies provide further evidence that hypomethylation 
in genes responsible for CD4+ T-cells is linked to autoreactivity and lupus symptoms. 
[17-19] Z.K. Wen et al. also makes note that glomerulonephritis is seen as well in 
non-susceptible mice after being injected with DNA treated with 5-azacytidine. [18] 
A final area of concern with autoimmune risk is the presence of single nucleotide 
polymorphisms (SNPs), which are variations of genes in one nucleotide sequence be
tween two members of a species or between paired chromosomes in an individual. 
Some polymorphisms have already been highlighted. Recent research by Sirota et 
al. has led to the development of a novel approach that allows identification and 
classification of autoimmune diseases based on their inverse association with SNP 
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alleles. Similarities between diseasescan lead to new treatment options (the presence 
of one disease makes the host susceptible to another) and differences can lead to un
derstanding new disease pathogenesis pathways (two phenotypes have association 
with the same SNPs and opposite alleles are responsible). [20] The study has shown 
that using p-values as a measure of association is not a sufficient enough method and 
develops a genetic variation score (GVS), which could prove useful in the future of 
autoimmune disease research. Current genetic analysis, as shown above, concludes 
that autoimmune diseases have a number of factors of influence—gender, medica
tion-initiated, and single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs).

Finally, the ways autoimmune diseases come to plague the host will be evaluated. 
While not much is accurately known concerning specific pathways of pathogenesis 
in autoimmune diseases, current research continues to be very promising. The im
mune system, first off, is comprised of T and B-cells, macrophages and neutrophils, 
and MHC. Actions which affect these specific parts of the immune system will be 
analyzed. Thymus and bone cells (T and B) are collectively referred to as lympho
cytes and both provide a form of protection against foreign antigens in the human 
body. The difference is that T-cells are the direct line of defense, using helper T-cells 
to start the immune response against a foreign antigen, and the suppressor T-cells to 
stop the immune response after adequate action has been taken. B-cells, meanwhile, 
are produced in the bone marrow, and instead of directly dealing with foreign anti
gens, produce specific antibodies that are released into the blood and eventually to 
the site of infection. An imbalance in helper T-cells versus suppressor T-cells can lead 
to AIDS (where suppressor T-cells outnumber helper T-cells) or autoimmune dis
eases (where helper T-cells outnumber suppressor T-cells). As previously mentioned, 
5-azacytidine led to the hypomethylation of the template strand in the DNA. The Spl 
gene and AP-2 genes are both transcription factors which bind to specific DNA se
quences during early development and allow the DNA to transcribe into mRNA. [21, 
22] According to a study, methylation inhibits expression by suppressing the binding 
properties of Spl and AP-2; furthermore, the IL10 intron 4 region and IL13 promoter 
regions have been shown to be methylation-dependent. [23] The IL10 and IL13 genes 
are responsible for controlling the production of antibodies, enhancing B-cell sur
vival, and blocking the activity of the previously mentioned NF-kB pathway. [24, 25] 
Changes to the intron region can affect splicing and the resulting gene product, while 
changes to the promoter can prevent the gene from properly undergoing transcrip
tion. The hypomethylation leads to dysfunctional T-cells, which are perhaps exhibit
ing a form of apoptosis to rid the body of dysfunctional T-cells. However, there must 
be some error in the apoptosis of these cells, because we have apoptotic individuals in
stead of just apoptotic cells. In the case of systemic lupus erythematosus, these CD4+ 
T-cells attack the body itself, leading to the joint pain, inflammations, etc. Next, there 
are the macrophages of the immune system which are also significantly susceptibile 
to autoimmune disease. In particular, the role of macrophage-mediated autoimmu
nity has been linked to glomerulonephritis and other end-stage renal diseases. [5, 7, 
13] The role of macrophages cannot be simply limited to the development or onset of 
glomerulonephritis. There are numerous implications of the disease that crossover
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with the symptoms and risk signs for systemic lupus erythematosus, Wegener's 
granulomatosis, and many other autoimmune diseases. Kidney damage, for example, 
is a common symptom that ends up with many patients on dialysis for renal failure 
or beyond a semi-functional state. It is thus warranted that future studies focus on 
whether the macrophage-mediated autoimmunity that leads to glomerulonephritis 
substantially affects the susceptibility to contract other autoimmune diseases and 
to determine more linkages between the common autoimmune diseases (SLE). The 
last immunity substance is the major histocompatibility complex, or MHC. These 
glycoproteins are most notable for the barrier that they create during transplants. 
Monozygotic twins are able to accept transplants from each other because they both 
have the same MHC molecules on their cells. A study by Ridgway and Fathman 
concludes that decreased MHC Class II binding leads to a natural selection of sorts 
which leads to the selection of high affinity, self-reactive, and autoimmune-potential 
T-cells. [26] Autoimmune diseases have been shown to attack the immune system in 
its parts, namely the thymus and bone cells, macrophages and neutrophils, and the 
major histocompatibility complex. All of these parts may become dysfunctional as a 
result of a predisposal or inherited characteristic, and have the ability to thus form 
into an autoimmune disease.

The role of genetics in human autoimmunity has been shown to be very complex 
and dependent on multiple loci (sometimes upwards of 20 as in the case of SLE). As 
technology improves, our ability to analyze the effects of SNPs will be greater and 
the specific locations of susceptibility loci will be able to be pinpointed. Autoim
mune diseases tend to be more sex-linked than autosomal, following a pattern of 
preferring either males or females. Susceptibility was likened to gender, medications 
causing hypomethylation of the template DNA strand, and the result of single nu
cleotide polymorphisms (SNPs). Autoimmune diseases were finally shown to attack 
one or more of the parts of the immune system—the T and B-cells, macrophages and 
neutrophils, or the major histocompatibility complex (MHC). Future studies should 
examine the exact loci where susceptibility is widened, how the lack of methyla
tion results in autoreactive T-cells, and why XY-cell androgens are more protective 
against the onset of autoimmune diseases versus the estrogens of XX-cells. Doing so 
can serve to greatly enhance our understanding of autoimmune diseases and how 
best to combat their development or prevent their future onset.
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The Creed

David Jensen, University of South Dakota

Jason walked calmly yet purposefully along the sidewalk, effortlessly blending in 
with the throng of people. With his sharp two-piece suit and briefcase in hand, he 
was the personification of the American businessman. No one would have suspected 
something out of the ordinary; for years, Jason had trained to become invisible at a 
moment's notice. Very few knew him well, and those who crossed his path never 
lived to recount it. He was not tied to the tenets that others were, for he knew the 
truth of the world; nothing is true. And though others told him that his actions were 
not allowed, he kept in mind the knowledge that, for the sake of safety and liberty, 
everything is permitted.

He checked his watch. Two minutes before the target would be in sight. Jason 
found himself lucky that the man followed his schedule to the letter. For the past 
week of his observation, Jason found that his target was never late, never early, and 
always planned ahead. Although this guaranteed the location of the hit, Jason knew 
that the man always had at least two armed cops protecting him, and at 8:50 each 
morning he crossed the same crosswalk. The cops following him would wait on their 
side of the street, and two others would take over on the opposite side. It provided a 
nearly perfect window of opportunity; this was going to be one of the more difficult 
assassinations. But Jason was ready for it.

He took another glance at his watch just as he got to the southernmost corner of 
Park Avenue and East 34th Street. 15 seconds to spare, he chuckled to himself. Seizing 
the opportunity, he sat on a nearby bench, next to a couple of older gentlemen. Two 
policemen walked past, most likely the replacements. Jason had always been able to 
notice things others could not, including the seemingly insignificant silver crosses 
below their badges. Templars. He fought the urge to take them both out and waited 
patiently for them to leave. As they turned the corner, his target came into sight.

His name was Stephen Hanson. To the media, he was a happy-go-lucky, fun-loving 
family man. To those who really knew him, he was the single most corrupt politician 
in New York. Every last cent of his campaign money had been earned from bribes 
and blackmail. Not only that, but he was a Templar, and a high-ranking one at that. 
Today, he was scheduled to give a speech that would no doubt secure his position as 
the next governor of New York State. And Jason had to kill him.

The assassin slowly got off the bench and began walking down the street, parallel 
to Hanson. As they approached 9th and Main, Jason quickened his pace. He knew he 
had to act fast; otherwise his chance would be gone. Hanson turned right onto East 
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34th, oblivious to the man who had just turned left and was walking up to him. The 
intersection was crowded with people. All the more cover, Jason thought.

What happened next took only an instant, yet Jason took every detail in, every 
minute action sticking in his mind.

As Jason stepped forward with his left foot, less than a yard from his target, he 
brought his left arm up, as if to shake Hanson's hand. At the same time, the spring 
within a hidden mechanism released, and a sharp metal blade shot out from within 
his suit jacket's sleeve. Hanson's eyes shifted to the glint of silver. He opened his 
mouth to speak, but Jason quickly lunged forward and shoved the blade into the 
politician's chest, piercing his heart. After one final grunt, Hanson s life was over.

Before Hanson had a chance to fall back, Jason dropped his briefcase and went to 
support him. Placing his right hand behind Hanson, the assassin lowered him onto 
the crosswalk, ignoring a bystander who had witnessed the run-in and was uninten
tionally being pushed away by the crowd. "Rest in peace," Jason whispered, lowering 
the man's eyelids. The blade sprang back into place. Jason stood back up, grabbing 
his briefcase in the process and went to walk away.

"Assassin!"
Jason turned around suddenly. The passerby was lucky enough to have gotten the 

attention of one of the replacement cops, who was now headed right for Jason. Jason 
turned back around and saw that another cop had drawn his gun and was advanc
ing. Great, Jason thought.

He had to disappear. Now.
He cut right into the road, directly into traffic. Sprinting south on Park, Jason nar

rowly missed two cars and a bus without slowing his pace. He ran another block and 
turned into a nearby alley way. Using a couple of crates as leverage, he jumped and 
caught the edge of the fire escape, still clutching his briefcase. Jason climbed up a few 
flights to the top of the building with the two officers in hot pursuit. The assassin ran 
across a few rooftops, getting higher and higher up by climbing on the air condition
ers and other miscellaneous objects on the roofs. He got to the last rooftop, unable to 
progress any farther, just as the men caught up with him. Stop, or I shoot, one of 
them yelled. Jason looked down at the alleyway stories below, vacant except for an 
overflowing industrial trash bin.

Solemnly, he dropped his briefcase over the ledge and turned to face the offi
cers. Both had their guns drawn. Templars, Jason confirmed, spying their respective 
crosses. No surprise there. One cop looked more experienced, his hair slightly grayed. 
The younger one to his right, however, could have completed his basic training the 
day before. A bead of sweat trickled down the young policeman's forehead, and his 
hand shook. Jason looked directly into his eyes, then slowly raised his hands as if 
to surrender. Suddenly, the assassin gave the inexperienced cop a quick wink, then 
jumped back and disappeared from view.

The two men ran up to the edge of the roof and looked down into an alley seven 
stories down. Jason was nowhere to be seen. He had escaped.

As the officers headed back down to ground level and radioed in, they didn't 
happen to pay much attention to the dumpster. Had they stuck around longer, they 
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might have seen Jason climbing out of his impromptu safety net, covered in garbage. 
He sighed, stripping off his suit jacket. Picking up his trusty briefcase, he popped 
the latches to reveal a hoodie and jeans, as well as a fake wig, the dark brown a stark 
contrast to his normal blond sheen. After a quick clothing change, Jason tossed the 
remaining clothing into the trash and headed back to his apartment.

Jason pulled a phone out of his pocket and dialed a number. After a few rings, the 
other line picked up. Another voice, most likely a woman in her 30s, said, "How'd it 
go?"

"He's been taken care of," he answered. "I'm on my way now.
"Alright. See you-" The voice cut off as Jason pulled out the battery and tossed 

the pieces onto the ground, crushing them with his foot.
As he rounded the corner, Jason had no time to react to the butt of the shotgun that 

slammed into his face and broke his nose. Nor could he react as the gunman blasted 
a hole in his chest. The once deadly assassin now lay dead in an alley, a mysterious 
figure looming over him.

The gunman slowly walked in a circle around the former assassin. He pulled a 
small leather pouch out of his jacket and extracted a metal Templar cross. Barbs stuck 
out from the back of it. He placed the cross on Jason's forehead, and slammed his foot 
into the cross. The man then left, leaving the body as a warning to the other assas
sins.





Jumping off the American Bandwagon:
Bolivian Balancing in the 21st Century

Kathy Keeter, University of Florida

In 2005, one year after the re-election of United States President George W. Bush, Evo 
Morales was elected to the Bolivian presidency. There was "little precedent in Latin 
America for [this] rise to power," for Morales was not only a former coca-leaf grower 
and head of the coca farmers union, but also the first Bolivian President to repre
sent the indigenous majority of the country.' Almost immediately upon his election, 
Morales began to radically alter Bolivian relations with the United States, shifting 
the two countries' bilateral relationship from one of respectful alliance to outright 
hostility, escalating rhetorical and concrete opposition to US "imperialism" within 
the region. Morales intentionally denounced and agitated the United States, causing 
what has been described as "a dramatic shift in hemispheric affairs."1 2

1. “Leftist Claims Victory in Bolivia,” BBC News. December 19, 2005, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/ameri- 
cas/4539454.stm.

2. Agencia Latinoamericana de de Information, “Bolivia’s Radical Realignment under Evo Morales,” 
America Latina en Movimiento, last modified May 3, 2006, http://alainet.org/active/11335

3. M ichael .1. Kryzanek, U.S-Latin American Relations, 4th ed. (Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 2008), 
page 251.

4. Fernando Salazar Paredes. Hacia una Nueva Politico Exterior Boliviano (La Paz, Bolivia: CER1D, 
2000), page 382.

Most analysts have attributed this change either to Morales's novel personal char
acteristics or to the domestic turmoil preceding his election. Yet such an analysis can 
provide only a partial image of this transformation's origins. From the start of their 
relations with the United States, the majority of Latin American countries, Bolivia 
included, have displayed a tendency to bandwagon with the hegemony. However, 
with the advent of the controversial Bush Doctrine in the early 2000s, the interna
tional and regional environment shifted dramatically, locating Bolivia in an entirely 
new set of systemic circumstances. While it may be true that Morales rose to power 
on a wave of social movements, violent protests, and "street democracy,"3 the inter
national environment clearly stands as the root cause of this domestic turmoil, and 
thus the foreign policy shift itself. Drawing from Stephen Walt's bandwagoning and 
balance-of-threat theories, I will thus discuss Bolivia's foreign policy change as a 
response to a changing set of international circumstances—circumstances that de
creased the favorability of bandwagoning and increased opportunities for balancing.

The United States and Bolivia have had predominantly friendly bilateral rela
tions since 1848, though recent years have marked a profound change in that trend.4 
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The two states' earlier, more amiable relations are characteristic of the concept of 
bandwagoning, which Walt defines as the decision to align with an aggressive or 
threatening state instead of forming a coalition against it.5 Though states generally 
prefer to balance against potential aggressors, bandwagoning can occur when three 
systemic conditions are met:

5. Stephen M. Walt, The Origins of Alliances, Cornell Studies in Security Affairs (1987; repr., Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University Press, 1990), page 17.

6. Walt, page 29.
7. UNICEF, “Situation of Poverty in the Country [Bolivia],” UNICEF Bolivia, http://www.unicef.org/ 

bolivia/resources_2332.htm.
8. Walt, page 30.
9. Kryzanek, page 8.
10. Walt, page 173.

First, "the weaker the state, the more likely it is to bandwagon rather than balance."6 
Weaker states have little power to affect large-scale outcomes and therefore tend to 
ally with whichever side they perceive as having the best chance at victory—gener
ally, a great power such as the United States. Bolivia was, and remains, by far one of 
the poorest and least developed countries in Latin America, with 59% of its popula
tion living below the poverty line in 2002.7 As a result, its socioeconomic and military 
capabilities are particularly limited. Though the US does have a vested interest in 
Bolivia's abundance of natural gas, the countries' relationship has been characteristi
cally unequal. As a result, Bolivia has typically bandwagoned with US policies.

Second, states will feel compelled to bandwagon when allies are unavailable.8 
Since most Latin American states are relatively weak and have historically followed 
the policies of the United States closely in exchange for economic assistance and pro
tection, local anti-US coalition partners have been scarce. Until recently, the only 
major oppositional force in the Western Hemisphere was Fidel Castro's Cuba, and 
alignment with such a country, especially during the Cold War, would have isolated 
or endangered Bolivia severely. In fact, "(t]here are numerous examples of the Unit
ed States actively working to weaken hostile regimes, support groups opposed to 
anti-American leaders, and engage in coup planning" in Latin America when states 
attempted to balance against the hegemon.9 The Bay of Pigs incident in Cuba and 
the support of the contras in Nicaragua are but two examples of this behavior. Local 
partners could have served as an invaluable support system against the dominat
ing United States, which was more than willing to subvert any unfriendly policies 
through covert action. Without such partners, Bolivia would not be able to effectively 
balance against the United States, predominantly because it could not protect its own 
sovereignty in the process. Bolivia has thus bandwagoned due to its lack of regional 
allies.

Third, the ultimate purpose of bandwagoning is to protect the bandwagoning 
state, so the practice is most common when a state believes a threatening power 
can be appeased.10 Throughout most of history, as long as a Latin American coun
try remained friendly or submissive to the wishes of the United States, the US did 
not intervene significantly in its internal affairs. Because so many Latin Americans, 
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Bolivians included, recognized the problem of US intervention in the region as a 
consequence that could be avoided, appeasement has been a common policy choice.

Yet our concern here is not why Bolivia appeased the United States in the past, but 
why it is antagonizing it in the present. The answer is two-fold, and the first relates to 
bandwagoning. Each of the above three conditions has changed in some way within 
the past decade, minimizing its effect on Bolivian foreign policy decisions and allow
ing the state to draw away from its complicit alliance with the United States.

First, Bolivia does in fact remain a relatively weak state with many pressing 
economic problems. However, in recent years its most important natural resource, 
natural gas, has increased in value and demand.11 One of Evo Morales's first and 
most popular acts as president was to nationalize the natural gas industry, push
ing out many prominent foreign investors (including some from the United States) 
and increasing the country's profits significantly.11 12 Despite the negative reaction of 
the United States, the maneuver has contributed to the economic condition of the 
state and helped to improve the population's living standards—the percentage of 
people living below the international poverty line is now 30.3%, down 28.7% from the 
2002 figure.13 Through the increase in demand for its resources, Bolivia has gained a 
stronger form of leverage against the United States, allowing it more flexibility in its 
selection of policies.

11. NaturalGas.org, “Natural Gas Demand,” NaturalGas.org, last modified 2010, http://www.naturalgas. 
org/business/demand.asp.
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nal/1146499606.html.
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Second, and most strikingly, by 2007 Bolivia found itself surrounded by potential 
allies. During the presidential elections of 2006, four separate leftist leaders were 
elected in Latin America: Evo Morales in Bolivia, Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua, Ra
fael Correa in Ecuador, and Hugo Chavez in Venezuela. This series of revolutionary 
elections is commonly referred to as the "pink tide"—a wave of revolutionary and 
quasi-socialist reform sweeping Latin America. United by their vehement contempt 
for the United States and President Bush, these new presidents formed an "emerging 
bloc of leaders" closely allied with Castro's regime in Cuba and firmly opposed to US 
intervention in the region.14

Walt asserts that bandwagoning countries may feel more inclined to challenge a 
great power once regional allies are made available. And indeed, Morales has fre
quently relied on the region's new likeminded allies when espousing policies the 
US might find less than favorable. Morales is a strong public supporter of the Cuban 
government, receiving healthcare and educational assistance from the country, and 
once actually referred to Bolivia's relationship with Venezuela as a "fraternal bond."15 
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When the United States signed separate free trade agreements with Peru and Co
lombia, severely damaging Bolivia's trade with other Andean nations, the country 
responded by signing its own trade accord with Venezuela and Cuba.16 Morales has 
even located new allies outside the Western Hemisphere, for he maintains friendly 
relations with Iran and possibly even North Korea.17 It is therefore clear that the ap
pearance of local (and even international) allies emboldened Bolivia to weaken its 
ties with the United States, for the first time finding other avenues of economic assis
tance, political solidarity, and military security. With more allies at its disposal than 
ever before, Bolivia, though still a weak state, was able to join forces with other weak 
countries to form the most legitimate challenge to US hegemony in the region to date.

16. Agencia Latinoamericana de Informacion, "Bolivia’s Radical Realignment under Evo Morales.’’ Amer
ica Latina en Movimiento. last modified May 3, 2006. http://alainet.org/active/! 1335(=en.

17. "Iran, Bolivia United against Imperialism.” PressTV, October 26, 2010. http://www.presstv.ir/de- 
tail/l48405.html.

18. Agencia Latinoamericana de Informacion. "Bolivia’s Radical Realignment under Evo Morales,” Amer
ica Latina en Movimiento. last modified May 3. 2006. http://alainet.org/active/! 1335<=en.

19. Kryzanek, page 9.

It is important to note as well that Morales was elected approximately one year be
fore the other three leftist leaders of the "pink tide." As such, he experienced several 
months in office under Bolivia's traditional circumstances. If the theory I propose 
here is correct, then Bolivia's anti-US foreign policy should not have emerged until 
the "pink tide" was already under way, making it clear that Bolivia would soon gain 
allies in its move to balance the United States. The evidence supports this argument. 
Morales's first few months in office, beginning in late 2005, were marked by an un
clear policy toward the US, in which he "seemingly extended the olive branch."18 Yet 
in 2006, once the "pink tide" was proceeding and the appearance of allies seemed 
certain, Morales began to enact his controversial policies, beginning with the na
tionalization of natural gas. This calls into question the popular assertions that an 
individual or domestic level of analysis could most effectively explain Bolivia's new 
policies. If either Morales's personal characteristics/history (which would not change 
dramatically over the course of a few months) or the pressure from domestic social 
movements (which were strongest at the time of Morales's victory), were responsible, 
Bolivia's new foreign policy would have been more immediate than it was.

The third and final condition required for bandwagoning, appeasement of the 
aggressor, also weakened during the 2000s. For reasons to be described later in this 
paper, the Bolivian population and government began to perceive the United States 
as more aggressive than ever before. The US had always been viewed as a regional 
bully, but due to its increased involvement in world affairs, the so-called Bush Doc
trine, and various negative effects of globalization, it was suddenly perceived as "a 
hegemonic power that [would] stop at nothing in order to get its way"—an imperial
ist nation.19 With the disappearance of this final requirement, the special set of cir
cumstances necessary for Bolivian bandwagoning with the United States ceased to 
be a factor in the making of foreign policy.

In sum, it is clear that the international situation no longer favored bandwagon
ing behavior, and, accordingly, Bolivia responded by diverging from its traditional 
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approach, thereby weakening its alliance with the United States. Yet there are also a 
specific set of circumstances which determine a state's propensity to balance. In ad
dition to the dissolution of bandwagoning requirements, there was an augmentation 
of balancing provocations, which ultimately culminated in Bolivia's dramatic shift 
in foreign policy.

Stephen Walt purports that states will balance against whichever state they per
ceive to be the most threatening, not necessarily the state they perceive to be the most 
powerful.20 As such, there are four main factors states use to determine the level of 
threat posed by a potential aggressor. The first three factors' effects, though minor in 
comparison to the fourth, are still highly significant: First, the United States reigns 
supreme in the category of aggregate power, defined as "a state's total resources, 21 
and this has been the case since the US achieved hegemony at the end of the Cold 
War. Second, the closer a state's geographic location to another state, the more threat
ening it will appear.22 Obviously the physical distance between Bolivia and the 
United States has not changed in the past decade, but one could argue that with the 
rapidly increasing effects of globalization, mass media, and the Internet, the United 
States seems a much closer foe than ever before. Third, the United States has main
tained the upper hand in offensive power since the end of the Cold War, but statistics 
from the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute do show that US military 
expenditures have steadily increased over the course of the 2000s, rising from 3.1% of 
US annual Gross Domestic Product in 2000 to 4.7% in 2009.23 Since the United States 
had already been the top-ranked country in military prowess for some time, this in
crease may not have been a key influence on the Bolivian decision to balance against 
the United States, especially since the threat of a direct military invasion is low. How
ever, the combined influence of the changes in these three conditions bolsters the ef
fect of the fourth, and by far most important, condition favoring balancing behavior.

20. Walt, page 21.
21. Ibid, page 22.
22. Ibid, page 23.
23. The SIPRI Military Expenditure Database, s.v. “Military expenditures in the USA,” by Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute, last modified 2010, http://milexdata.sipri.org/.
24. Walt, page 25.
25. Kryzanek. page 112.

Fourth, states will turn to balancing when they perceive another state as having 
overly aggressive intentions.24 When this occurs, bandwagoning with the state is an 
unfavorable option because alliance with an implacable aggressor will always be 
fruitless. As a result, states are more likely to balance when they feel they cannot 
appease their foe, which is perceived as having relentless antagonistic intentions. 
Bush's presidency, beginning with his election in 2000, marked the adoption of a 
novel concept of US foreign policy which, in combination with various other interna
tional factors attributed to US "imperialism," caused Bolivians to perceive the hege
mon as overly aggressive and threatening.

As frequently happens with the election of a new president, Bush's administra
tion was initially reviewed optimistically, with many Latin American leaders firmly 
believ[ing] that they were experiencing a new beginning in hemispheric relations. 25 
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However, the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 changed all that.26 The United 
States became rapidly involved in wars on two fronts abroad, embroiling itself in 
what would later come to be known as the "Bush Doctrine." Described by some ana
lysts as "the most dramatic change in American foreign policy in half a century," it 
encompassed a new set of policies founded on preemption and called for a "bold 
assertion of American power and influence throughout the world."27 This new doc
trine stressed unilateralist action by the United States, organized assaults on states 
thought to be harboring terrorists, and encouragement of democratic regime change 
throughout the world. In addition to this expansionist doctrine, Bush's administra
tion fully supported the "Washington Consensus"-a set of neoliberal economic poli
cies which stressed free trade and globalization. Such policies were readily perceived 
by the Bolivian people, and Latin Americans at large, to be a threat to their national 
sovereignty and security. In Colombia, Latin American leaders were critical of Bush's 
focus on leftist guerillas and drug cartels (which the US claimed had terrorist poten
tial) instead of pertinent social problems, with similar issues reported by Bolivia.28 
By the time President Bush was reelected in 2004, US-Latin American relations were 
dominated by resentment and the distinct impression that the United States was 
willing to violate a country's sovereignty to counteract the unfriendly "pink tide" 
sweeping the region.29

26. Ibid.
Tl. Frontline. “The War Behind Closed Doors,” PBS, April 24, 2011 (originally aired February 20, 2003), 

PBS, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/iraq/.
28. Kryzanek, page 114.
29. Ibid., page 114-115.
30. Mundinteractivos, “Morales nacionaliza los hidrocarburos de Bolivia y exige a las empresas privadas 

su produccion,” elmundo.es, May 2, 2006, http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2006/05/01/internacio- 
nal/1146499606.html.

31. Agenda Latinoamericana de Information, "Bolivia’s Radical Realignment under Evo Morales," Amer
ica Latina en Movimiento. last modified May 3, 2006, http://alainet.org/active/! 1335.

It was in this highly antagonistic context, just one year after the reelection of the 
unpopular US President, that Evo Morales was elected. Certainly this is no coinci
dence, and fittingly, Morales quickly began responding to decreased pressures to 
bandwagon and increased obligations to balance. Though his rhetoric has always 
been highly critical of the United States and its policies, especially since the instate
ment of the Bush Doctrine, Morales's concrete responses to the perceived aggressive 
intentions of the US are the most telling examples of this switch.

First, in 2006, he responded to the hegemonic international ideals of the Wash
ington Consensus and the United States by nationalizing Bolivia's natural gas in
dustry.30 One regional expert admits that the advocacy of domestic peasant, labor, 
and indigenous movements influenced this decision, but still cites the US-led forma
tion of bilateral trade agreements with Colombia and Peru as the main causal factor. 
These US-initiated trade agreements directly threatened Bolivian economic standing 
within the region.31 Thus, though a tense domestic situation may have served as an 
encouragement, this concrete expression of Morales's critical rhetoric was actually a 
direct response to a perceived external threat by the United States, not the influence 
of domestic pressures.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/iraq/
elmundo.es
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Then in 2008, Morales made his two most dramatic counterattacks to perceived 
US aggression. On September 10th of that year, Morales expelled the US Ambassador 
Philip Goldberg, stating that "he [was] conspiring against democracy and seeking 
the division of Bolivia."32 Several experts on the region have cited Morales's claims 
as valid, linking the United States and the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) in an 
elaborate conspiracy to remove Morales and his political party from power.33 Wheth
er or not the accusations are substantiated, prominent Bolivian policymakers exalt 
the incident as a necessary response to an overt, illegal attempt by the United States 
to sponsor a civic coup in the country. Gustavo Guzman, the former Bolivian Am
bassador to the United States who was kicked out in response to the expulsion of 
Goldberg, mimed the same sentiments as Morales, declaring that "the US embassy is 
historically used to calling the shots in Bolivia, violating our sovereignty, treating us 
like a banana republic."34 The startling discharge of the US Ambassador was, from 
Bolivia's perspective, a response to a long history of American intervention in Boliv
ian internal affairs, with the most recent attempt, the sponsorship of a failed coup, 
being so extreme as to warrant a stronger counterattack against the aggressor than 
had ever been used before.

32. Roger Burbach. “The United States: Orchestrating a Civic Coup in Bolivia.” editorial, America Latina 
en Movimiento, November 18, 2008, http://alainet.org/active/27515.

33. Ibid.
34. Ibid.
35. “Bolivia Halts US Anti-Drug Work,” BBC News, November 1, 2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/ameri- 

cas/7704528.stm.
36. Kryzanek, page 271.
37. Roger Burbach, “The United States: Orchestrating a Civic Coup in Bolivia,” editorial, America Latina 

en Movimiento, November 18, 2008, http://alainet.org/active/27515.
38. “Bolivia Halts US Anti-Drug Work,” BBC News, November 1, 2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/ameri- 

cas/7704528.stm.

Less than two months later, Morales expelled the DEA from Bolivia, ending a 
35-year relationship with the US-sponsored organization on the grounds that the 
group had "supported activities of the unsuccessful coup d'etat."35 Morales, an indig
enous farmer and the former head of the coca growers' federation, had always ve
hemently asserted, "coca is not cocaine."36 Yet the Bush administration and the DEA 
insisted on enforcing tough drug policies of coca criminalization and eradication in 
the region, responding to each rebuff by the Bolivian government with a new threat 
to cut economic aid and trade preferences.37 Just one month before the back-and-forth 
ambassador expulsions, President Bush personally ranked Bolivia on a black-list of 
nations supporting the spread of narcotics, cutting Bolivian trade preferences with 
the United States significantly.38

The US was relentless in asserting its own drug policy goals, even when these ob
jectives clearly breached the sovereignty of the Bolivian state. Despite various Boliv
ian attempts to maintain its own policies—policies that would protect the indigenous 
majority of citizens whose livelihoods and cultural practices revolve around the har
vesting of coca plants-the US only increased its aggressions, slowly revealing itself 
as an unstoppable assailant. The final straw, then, was the alleged discovery of links 
between the DEA and the failed coup attempt. Though Morales could not sever ties 
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completely with the United States, he had removed the most legitimate, official con
nections between the two countries, forcefully demonstrating his aversion to the per
ceived over-expansionist aggressions of the US in the region.

US-Bolivian relations had now reached an all-time low.39 These controversial 
counters to US policy emerged in response to a reduced need for bandwagoning and 
an increased perception of threat, especially in the case of US aggressive intentions.

39. Erbol Comunicaciones, "Bolivian Government Prepares New Accords with United States," Bolivia 
Weekly: English-Language Bolivian News (La Paz, Bolivia), October 28. 2010, http://www.bolivi- 
aweekly.com/bolivian-government-prepares-new-accords-with-united-states/1148/.

40. Ibid.
41. Rory Carroll. "Bolivia Accepts Financial Aid Offer from US to Monitor Coca Eradication.” guardian. 

co.uk, April 20, 2011, http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/20l l/apr/20/bolivia-financial-aid-us-coca.
42. Associated Press, “Obama Repudiates Bush Doctrine In West Point Graduation Speech,” The Huffington 

Post, May 22,2010. http://www.huffmgtonpost.com/2010/05/22/obamas-west-point-speech-_n_585988. 
html.

For the reasons described above, these strong anti-US policies in 2006 and 2008 
were clearly made in response to US aggression. If they had been made in response 
to an ongoing domestic situation or the individual characteristics of Morales him
self, we might expect them to continue despite the election of a new US President. 
Yet Bolivia's relationship with the United States actually improved once President 
Bush left office, further suggesting that the systemic-level aggressions of the Bush 
administration were the root of the conflict. Barack Obama began his current term 
as US President in 2009, and relations between the two countries soon improved 
noticeably. By October 2010, the Bolivian Foreign Minister stated publicly that the 
country was prepared to sign new accords with the United States to re-strengthen 
their weakening ties,40 and in April of 2011, though still not permitting the return of 
DEA agents, Morales accepted financial aid from the United States to help monitor 
coca eradication.41

President Obama has represented a distinct shift away from the unilateralist poli
cies of the Bush Doctrine, repudiating the previous eight years' approaches abroad 
and declaring his intent to re-strengthen crumbling alliances, Bolivia's included.42 
Simply put, the new, much less aggressive and more easily appeased policies of Presi
dent Obama's administration have softened the element of aggressive intentions that 
is such an important condition for balancing. Though the alliance between the US 
and Bolivia took a severe beating in the early and mid 2000s, it is once again showing 
signs of life thanks to a decreased perception of American imperialistic intent.

As a final point, no other level of analysis adequately describes these changes. 
Though it might seem easy to credit the domestic turmoil in Bolivia as the root cause 
of the foreign policy change, it is important to note that the grievances of these same 
movements were of international origin. Most of the protesters were upset with the 
government's response to US-led initiatives in the drug, trade, and social sectors, 
and were responding to the domestic effects of an international system. Though it 
might also be easy to attribute this change to the rise of Evo Morales and his specific 
personality traits, this too is an inadequate view of the situation. Morales ran for the 
presidency once before, in 2002, and was defeated. In 2002 the Bush Doctrine had 
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barely been formulated and the US had not yet taken exceptionally aggressive action 
toward Bolivia. However, by 2005, most of the conditions required to shift a country 
from bandwagoning to balancing were under way, and so Morales emerged as a 
result of this international environment. He is not the cause of the new policy, but 
rather the logical conclusion of a changing set of systemic circumstances.

In sum, due to the imbalance of power in its relationship with the United States, a 
historic lack of anti-US allies in the region, and the ability to appease the US through 
certain friendly policies, Bolivia has traditionally bandwagoned with the world he
gemon. In the 2000s, each of these factors was altered in some significant way, though 
some had smaller impacts than others. Bolivia, though still a weak state, has found 
strength in the value of its natural resources as a bargaining tool. More significantly, 
since it is now one of many anti-US leftist countries in the region, Bolivia has earned 
a new flexibility in its rebuffs of the United States-significant regional and inter
national allies in a coalition against US policies. This impact is especially important 
because it has allowed states other than the United States a valid opportunity at 
hemispheric, or at least regional, hegemony—something the US has maintained since 
it "claimed" the Western Hemisphere with the Monroe Doctrine. Bolivia has also 
perceived the Bush Doctrine as an implacable, unappeasable set of demands which 
would not stop American imperialist goals even if they were fulfilled, meaning that 
bandwagoning with it was no longer a logical option.

In addition to these shifts away from bandwagoning were four shifts toward bal
ancing behavior. The United States already seemed threatening for three reasons: 
it had an incredible amount of aggregate power which had only been increasing, it 
was fairly close to Bolivia geographically (though more importantly, it could extend 
its influence there very easily through technology), and it had the greatest offensive 
power of any nation on the planet. The most important condition, however, was its 
strikingly increased aggressive intentions directed at Latin America and Bolivia in 
particular. Through the expansionist subtleties of the Bush Doctrine, US uncondi
tional support of unpopular globalization measures, and various perceived interven
tions in Bolivian internal affairs, the US appeared more belligerent and unappeas
able than ever before. It is through the combination of these various changes that 
Bolivian foreign policy shifted to a balancing strategy.
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Stopping at the Crosswalk

James Fister, Rockhurst University

Stopping at the crosswalk, she 

looks down to make sure 

she hasn't lost anything. 

Left pocket, right pocket, 

green satin lined inside left breast pocket, 

and it is still there, kept warm over her heart. 

Two faces pressed up against each other, 

in the dark, two halves of a family. 

She is the product of two halves, 

four halves, two to the x halves, 

of generations of potential on the curb of 

something great, 

bent upon the one whole 

all helped to produce.

She hasn't lost anything. She has a life, 

a future, a whole to make a future half, 

a future fourth. Yet she is whole.

She hasn't lost anything, 

stopping at the crosswalk.

She steps.
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Sigmund Freud, Sunday School Teacher ... ?

Alex Foeller, Southern Illinois University Carbondale

When an individual comes into contact with the field of psychology, he or she quite 
likely encounters the elementary reasoning of the controversial psychological theo
rist Sigmund Freud. Heralded for his advances in psychology as much as he is con
demned for their outlandish nature, Freud created numerous theories on the inner 
workings of the human mind/spirit that, for some people of the early Twentieth Cen
tury, simply crossed the line. Even in our modern schools of thought, Freud remains 
a figure of heated debate and intrigue. Perhaps most interesting were Freud's beliefs 
on the topic of religion. In line with his atheistic beliefs, Freud cited his many obser
vations of the human psyche as reasons for his conclusion that religion was simply 
"an illusion" (Gay xxii). However, Freud's thoughts on religion erred in that he did 
not fully understand certain religious doctrines in the proper way. As a result, he 
unknowingly created speculations and theories about the human condition and our 
attempts at restorative living that line up uncannily well with the actual beliefs of 
some religions, particularly those of "Christendom."

Freud's Distorted Concepts of Religion

While Sigmund Freud was, without doubt, a learned man, his education left some
thing to be desired in the field of religion. True, Freud's arguments about religion 
show his prowess in a debate, but they depict a very poor understanding of the true 
doctrinal values of many world religions. With this ignorance, Freud is incapable of 
analyzing topics of religion in an unbiased and level-minded manner. We are able 
to see these flaws in his famous work Civilization and Its Discontents. Freud begins his 
remarks on the delusion of religion with the following concept:

A special importance attaches to the case in which this attempt to procure a 
certainty of happiness and a protection against suffering through a delusional re
moulding of reality is made by a considerable number of people in common. The 
religions of mankind must be classed among the mass-delusions of this kind. (32)

With this statement, Freud clearly voices his stance that religion claims to provide a 
shelter from suffering. And suffering, according to Freud, is something that humans 
instinctually try to avoid (29). Therefore, humans seek shelter from suffering and 
find this shelter in the delusion of religion. However, if Freud were to look closer at 
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the true doctrines of a few religions, he would find that the opposite is true; Chris
tianity, for example, tells its followers that "they will hand you over for persecution, 
and they will kill you" (Matthew 24:9). That is certainly no escape from suffering! 
Christianity clearly outlines that this human life holds inevitable trials. Freud often 
missed the mark in his assertions about religious beliefs.

Rather than admit his lack of education, however, Freud states that religion is 
"wrapped in obscurity" and continues to move on in his analysis of religion's place 
in our existence (20-21). We begin to see Freud as one who uses psychoanalysis as 
the lens through which he views all things. Even with something as complicated and 
beyond the realm of reason as religion, Freud attempts to boil down "obscure" con
cepts so that they fit into his conjectures. He refuses to view religion as the unique 
object that it is: one whose effect can be clearly seen, but whose origin is impossible to 
ascertain. This seems odd when considering the amount of time Freud spent study
ing the unique aspects of the complex human mind. But, because of this, we see that 
his concepts of the nature of religion are further blurred.

In light of all these things, we must give Freud credit in one area: he merely fol
lowed his observations as he had become so accustomed to doing. Freud saw the 
hypocrites of various faiths, learned of the crusades and their violence, and experi
enced first-hand the brutality of a man who assumed power under what he believed 
to be a divine right. And with the knowledge of all of these things, who can blame 
Freud for making false assumptions about the doctrines of various faiths? Freud's 
lack of knowledge coupled with these misguided observations of the hypocritical/ 
mistaken followers of various faiths provided him with an ill-advised, distorted 
view of religion in general.

Shared Beliefs About the Human Condition

Looking beyond his worldview towards religion, we find that Freud had some very 
interesting and seemingly unique theories about humans and our existence. When 
analyzed closer, however, we can identify clear parallels with the Christian faith and 
Freud's theories. As stated before, Christianity teaches that suffering is inevitable; it 
can be decreased or increased, but never done away with. Similarly, Freud asserts 
that any method we attempt to put into practice "cannot give complete protection 
from suffering" (30). Whether he realized it or not, Freud made a contention that 
lined up quite well with religious doctrines regarding human life.

In addition to this, we find that Freud and Christianity agree that "even religion 
cannot keep its promises" (Freud 36). At first glance, this seems paradoxical. But 
upon further examination in the Christian faith, we can find instances where reli
gious leaders were rebuked for their false teachings. One such example can be found 
in the Matthew 23. In this chapter, Jesus corrects and calls out the religious leaders 
of the day—the scribes and Pharisees. He calls them "blind guides . . . hypocrites 
. . . whitewashed tombs" because these religious men did not practice what they 
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preached (Matthew 23:16, 23, 27). They were the living proof that man's attempt of 
connection with an almighty God can only come short. Something is still left to be 
desired here. In a slightly different way, Freud believed the same basic truth.

Finally, we see the two most striking parallels with the condition of humanity: 
beauty and our likeness to God. Freud stated on more than one occasion that "beauty 
has no obvious use; nor is there any clear cultural necessity for it. Yet civilization 
could not do without it" (33). In a related topic, he proposes that mankind possesses a 
"Godlike character" (44). On their own, Freud's observations about this aspect of hu
manity seem to pose more questions than answers. But, put side-by-side with Chris
tianity, they make perfect sense: both beauty in the world and our Godlike nature are 
ways in which the Creator put his signature on his creation—"From the creation of 
the world His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, being understood through what He has made" (Romans 1:20). In 
other words, Christianity answers the Freudian questions: Why is there beauty? And 
why do we possess the image of God? To display evidence for a Creator. Freud saw 
it; he just could not see the conclusions that were offered by the Christian doctrine.

Shared Beliefs About Man's Helplessness

According to Freud, humans have entered into a state of perpetual struggle—we 
seek to achieve pleasure and avoid all displeasure, but can never accomplish the two. 
Suffering and struggle come from three sources: our own bodies, the natural world, 
and our interactions with one another (Freud 37). In essence, these three things entail 
the whole of our existence; Freud claims that struggle can be found in us, around us, 
and in the interactions in our daily lives. Sharing Freud's observations, again, is the 
Bible in Genesis 3. Here, we learn of the condemned nature of our existence; we will 
live in the midst of struggle forever. The struggle will be in relationships, in our bod
ies, and from the earth (Genesis 3:16,18)1.

1. Though born Jewish, "Freud had grown up with no religious instruction at home" (Gay xi).
This proposes an explanation as to why Freud was unable to make the connection between 
his own theories and the doctrines of Christianity, Judaism, and other religions that give cre
dence to the first few books of the Bible.

Freud also observes the futility of attempting to overcome suffering in our lives: 
"And yet, when we consider how unsuccessful we have been in precisely this field 
of prevention of suffering, a suspicion dawns on us that here, too, a piece of uncon
querable nature may lie behind—this time a piece of our own physical constitution" 
(38). In this case, Freud focuses on human depravity—a key theme in the Bible. Freud 
recognizes that, despite the greatest efforts of the most educated minds of mankind, 
suffering will continue to exist due to our current human condition.

Perhaps the greatest evidence of the Biblical concept of human depravity in Freud's 
theories is what is commonly known as "Thanatos" or "the death drive." This drive, 
contrary to the pleasure principle, is said by Freud to be the source of "all aggressive 
and destructive activity" ("Thanatos"). In this culmination of his various theories on 
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human depravity, Freud simply renames what the Bible already dubs as "sin." The 
Bible describes this bizarre aspect of human existence in the following way:

For I do not understand what I am doing, because I do not practice what 1 want 
to do, but I do what I hate. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree with the 
law that it is good. So now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is sin living 
in me. For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh. (Romans 
7:15-18a)

Freud summarizes his thoughts on this by identifying the "struggle between Eros 
and Death, between the instinct of life and the instinct of destruction" (82). In a mon
umental way, Freud and Christianity find a shocking amount of shared beliefs.

Shared Beliefs about an Ideal Life

While it is never plainly stated in Civilization and Its Discontents, we can see with clar
ity Freud's concepts of ideal living and how such living is unattainable to mankind. 
We are, at the outset, flawed beings with a "limited capacity for . . . achievement" 
(37). With this being universally accepted on both sides of the religious argument, 
we find even more common ground between Freud's observational theories and the 
doctrines of Christianity.

Throughout his text, Freud analyzes and scrutinizes the habits and actions of hu
mankind. They are, according to him, something less than what they could be; they 
fall short of an ideal. It makes sense that in order for a problem to exist in man
kind, there must also be a level or set of circumstances at which these problems are 
non-existent-a state of paradise or perfection. We as humans have simply fallen 
from this ideal way of living, thus providing our civilization with its discontents. 
Freud believes that we live, now, in an attempt to achieve the utopic society that once 
characterized our existence. We find this belief in his many assertions about instinc
tual behaviors. Freud says that when we suppress our instincts—such as sexuality 
and aggression-we drift away from the ideal forms of happiness achieved by these 
natural urges. So, there is a disconnect between our former, instinctual happiness 
before civilization (a more perfect life), and our current state of confusion between 
our society and our instincts (a more desensitized life). Christianity, too, holds the 
belief that we once lived in a paradise (the Garden of Eden) and now attempt to fix 
our fall by any means necessary.

The culmination of the common ground between the two beliefs comes alive with 
this concept of the ideal ways of living: our human condition, our constant suffering, 
and our helplessness to avoid our depravity all contribute to make us act in pursuit 
of the lost ideal. We finally see the stark similarities between Freudian concepts and 
Christian doctrine. Both views agree on the observations of our existence/actions, 
but disagree regarding the origins of these actions.
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The Fallacies of Freud's Arguments

True, the technical validity of Freud's arguments is very solid. But upon closer ex
amination, we find that while the arguments are logically valid, they are still fal
lacious. Dr. George Schedler describes fallacies in the following way: "We can also 
reason incorrectly by presenting valid arguments in which the premises are either 
irrelevant to, or, if relevant, insufficient evidence for, the conclusion" (Schedler 173). 
In these ways, Freud's arguments are fallacious.

One of the most apparent fallacies is that of "generalization." In other words, 
Freud sometimes bundles up all religions of the world as if they were one conglom
erate belief (though Christianity receives the majority of the jabs). This poses several 
problems for his theories. As we have seen, Christianity alone proves itself as an 
exception to a few of the overviews of religion created by Freud. When taking the 
hundreds or even thousands of differing faiths in the world in consideration, one sets 
oneself up for failure in limiting every single one to a certain set of generalizations 
as Freud did.

Another fallacy in Freud's argument is called a "post hoc" fallacy. In post hoc fal
lacies, the arguer misses the ultimate cause of something. He or she sees a result, and 
falsely speculates as to what created that result. In Freud's case, he spends a majority 
of time discussing the human condition and his observations about our behaviors/ 
practices. He then tries to justify these behaviors with a speculative theory on reli
gion. He sees odd human behaviors and religion, and then attempts to explain one 
with the other. This assertion is possible, but ultimately proves nothing.

The final fallacy of Freud's argument is what is known as "begging the question." 
Freud's speculations and theories do, indeed, carry validity with them. But with this 
validity comes little probability for truth. As in other classes of argumentative es
says, the author proves very little about the likelihood of his or her propositions as 
much as he or she attempts to show plausibility of the propositions. Instead of believ
ing Freud's ideas are true, the reader must take his arguments for what they really 
are: conjectures about plausibility and not probability. Freud, himself, attests to this in 
the final chapter of Civilization and its Discontents.

More Questions than Answers

While Sigmund Freud was, as history will declare, a very intelligent man, his educa
tion certainly misled him in the area of religious doctrines. This distorted view of 
religion blinded Freud to the fact that his ideas about the human condition and the 
way we live our lives lined up particularly well with the doctrine of Christianity. 
And though Freud's followers will deny it up and down, his assertions against reli
gion provide us with no tangible evidence that his theories are correct; these theories 
prove no more than the religions they attempt to debunk.
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And in the midst of the controversy over religion and its role in society, we find 
one last piece of shared beliefs between both sides of the argument: "Let me admit 
that it is very difficult to work with these almost intangible qualities" (Freud 21). 
With so many proposed answers to the colossal questions of religion, we are left 
with one final inquiry: Will we ever know for certain what causes us to pursue some
thing greater than our current state? Or will we be forever left to uncertainty and 
faith-based assumptions about ourselves?

Works Cited

Chalquist, Craig. "A Glossary of Freudian Terms." TerraPsych, 2001. Web. 9 Nov 2010. <http:// 
www.terrapsych.com/freud.html>.

Freud, Sigmund. Civilization and Its Discontents New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1961. 
Print.

Gay, Peter. "Sigmund Freud: A Brief Life." Civilization and Its Discontents New York: W.W. 
Norton &Company, 1989. ix-xxiii. Print.

The Apologetics Study Bible Ed. Cabal, Ted, et al. Nashville, Tennessee: Holman Bible Publishers, 
2007. Print.

Schedler, George. Introduction to Logic: Eighth Edition Champaign, Illinois: Stripes Publishing 
Company, 2008. Print.

http://www.terrapsych.com/freud.html


A Conversation

Sophia M.A. DiRusso, Youngstown State University

"What should we do with her?"
"She needs help."
"No kidding, but what the hell do we know?"
The arguing continued as they stood there, three men, watching her writhe on 

the floor.
"Who is she anyway?"
"I don't know." The oldest one rolled his eyes and rubbed the soft spots on his 

temples.
"I have no idea, I thought you two knew her."
"Damn it. Okay. We've got to make a decision."
The girl let free a cry as she twisted violently and rolled to one side of her body.
"Come on already! Something has to happen," demanded the stocky, young man 

with thick black hair. He gazed imploringly to the third man, who looked roughly 
between the other two in age, but surpassing both in height.

"Hold on," he said, holding up both of his hands, "Stop shouting and stop panick
ing, both of you. This is ridiculous. Just—'' he breathed deeply, "—let's each come up 
with something, then we'll vote. Okay?"

The girl gasped for air with heavy, loud sobs.
"Leave her. Now." The young man looked back and forth between the others.

"Let's just go. I'm done with this. No one would ever know."
"We'll know," pleaded the older man, "I could not live with knowing. Plus, some

one will eventually notice all of this." He motioned around the bare room with both 
hands.

"But—" the young one began to protest.
"No, he's right," conceded the tall man, "This will not go unnoticed." He too 

flicked his eyes up and down the stark walls with skepticism.
"But we can't put it back the way it was! It's impossible." He shook his head vigor

ously and continued to shout, "Can't do it!" waving his fist around.
"That's not what—"

The girl sat straight up and wailed once again, this time even more loudly than 
before.

The older man winced and took his face in his hands. "We have to do something," 
he mumbled through clenched fingers. The other two stepped before him, blocking 
his view of the girl.
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"You can't do that to yourself ... to us. It's not your fault, or mine, or his. We are 
guilty of nothing but wanting to help. Now try and concentrate on just what should 
be done. Understand?" instructed the tall man, craning his head low to look into his 
companion's eyes. "What about the vote, huh? Why don't we just give that a try?" 
treading carefully, he continued, "We already know what he wants to do," he said, 
pointing at the dark haired one, "Now we need to know what you want to do."

The girl flung herself back onto the concrete with such force, a sticky, audible 
thwack echoed through the room. The older man groaned and swayed unsteadily 
on his feet.

"Hey!" the young man yelled, "Buck up. What's the matter with you?" He grabbed 
the tremulous man by his shoulders and shook him hard.

"Alright, alright," the tall one once again interjected, "Obviously he's not going to 
be offering any viable solutions. So I guess it's my turn." He sighed as the oldest man 
sunk to his knees and wept quietly to himself. "I propose—"

"Call for help! She needs help!" the weeping man shouted from the floor.
It was the young man's turn to roll his eyes. "You know we can't do that. Stop 

wasting time."
"Please," the older man begged, "We have to help her," he clung to the tall man's 

calf with both hands and a surprisingly tenacious grip.
"For God's sake—"
"Stand up you fool—"
"Please! We have to—"
The girl fell suddenly silent. All three men ceased in their banter and turned to 

stare at what had just passed. She lay still, this time flat on her back, and perfectly at 
ease. The last breath dragged wearily from her chest, just as her head lolled sicken- 
ingly to the side.

The three men were quiet.



Long Essay #2

Leora Lieberman, University of Florida

Like the shutter of a camera, our eyes blink one time, two times, three times, con
secutively adjusting our vantage, sculpting our reality. As we grow, we zoom in, we 
zoom out, we lighten, we crop, we rotate; our perceptions become lenses to the world. 
Sometimes they darken, and we doubt our craft, we doubt our abilities, we doubt 
humanity. But then, almost by accident, we take one of those rare photographs, the 
ones that make us stop, that center our focus. We've captured a moment; one where 
light reflects beautifully—catching the light in our eyes, capturing the bliss in our 
laughs, and we believe again.

It is inevitable—we are bound to have not-so-photogenic moments, blurry images, 
off center views. Not every photograph is mantle worthy, but we keep them anyway; 
we keep them tucked away, we keep them underneath stacks of papers, inside dusty 
drawers, hidden away until we stumble upon them one afternoon and remember the 
emotions, the lessons, the memories.

It was a Tuesday night, February 2nd of my senior year, the night before my first 
Microeconomics exam of second semester. My pre-test anxiety was high, and I was 
frantically texting my friend Hallie—What should we study? What should we focus on? 
I'm nervous-the normal jitters. She stopped answering after a while, as many texting 
conversations eventually fizzle, and I went to bed. But at five the next morning, I was 
woken up by a call from my friend—Did you hear what happened to Hallie’s parents? Her 
camera had fallen, shattered into pieces too scattered to retrieve, too jagged to pick 
up. While walking their two German Sheppards, her parents were hit by a drunk 
driver, knocking them unconscious, leaving them to die. Roxy, the smaller dog, ran 
back to their house, scratching and barking at the door, with blood on her coat. It was 
terrible, a nightmare.

My dad was a newlywed—a young man ready to start his life. He got a phone 
call one afternoon. My mom answered. It was the police—did he know someone 
named Elaine Lieberman. Yes, that is my mother. I'm sorry, they said. I'm sorry, but 
your mother was hit by a car, and we need you to come to the hospital immediately. 
She was gone before he arrived.

My grandfather was born in Berlin, Germany. It was 1924. By 1932 he had moved 
to England, a few years later Cuba, and then finally the United States. He was only 
a child when he witnessed humanity's epitome of evil. Thankfully my great-grand
parents knew to get out in time, and had the connections to do so, but what about our 
family members who didn't?
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Hallie's parents were hit by a drunk driver, my dad's mom was struck by a man 
running away from the police, my grandpa fled Germany from the most notorious 
murderer of the 20th century-and yet, despite this, despite knowing that there are 
people in this world who commit these crimes, despite understanding the evils of 
humanity, the darkest depths of mankind, they still live, they still enjoy life, they still 
see the best in people, they still believe.

Mark Twain said, "All the grace, the beauty, the poetry, had gone out of the ma
jestic river" once he had seen beneath its surface, once he had seen it beyond the 
perspective of a mere traveler, a simple passerby. I understand what he is saying—as 
a captain now, as a frequenter of this river, how is he supposed to go back, go back 
and see its beauty, its facade, when he has "ceased altogether to note them"? I under
stand that a new outlook interferes with our previous perceptions, that the lessons 
we learn, that the things we experience, challenge our notions and mold our per
spectives. I understand all of this. But I disagree in the absoluteness of this idea-just 
because Twain currently can't see the river beyond its functional purpose for naviga
tion, doesn't mean he will never again appreciate its beauty.

If Twain's viewpoint was ultimately true, people would go through life perma
nently affected by the troubles of society. Hallie, my dad, and my grandfather all 
witnessed evil, experienced pain, went through loss, and yet they still believe in life, 
they still have faith that people are good, that the world is a good place. They live 
without cynicism, without anger, without doubt that good exists.

We have the capability to see things as we originally saw them. We have the ca
pability to see the good while simultaneously acknowledging the bad. We have the 
capability to see the river's "romance and beauty" while understanding its "amounts 
of usefulness". Life is not a mutually exclusive experience-it's a conglomeration of 
our past, present and futures, working together, working as one. And if we can't see 
that, if one doesn't understand that, perhaps one needs to look past the logical, the 
mechanical, the functional, beyond these hindering principles, and see that some
times its not "either-or", "one or the other"-why can't the river be both useful and 
beautiful?

We as humans take pictures with our perceptions, creating mental photo albums 
of our lives. Our photographs filter our existences, but to what extent do they hin
der us? Twain questions, "whether he has gained most or lost most by learning his 
trade", and perhaps he is right-have his mental photographs prevented his album 
of life from filling with pictures of beauty, pictures of carefree bliss? But, we have the 
ability to consciously move past these perceptions, move past these notions; we have 
the ability to see what we want to see, to believe what we want to believe; we must 
conjure the courage to click, the courage to pick up our cameras, the courage to take 
that next photo.



Arizona SB 1070: The Encouragement of 
Racial Profiling

Melissa Wasser, Youngstown State University

Abstract: In recent years, illegal immigration has been a topical issue in the United States. 
While most agree that this issue deserves attention, consensus dissolves around how to re
spond to the problem. Illegal immigrants have been coming to this great country for centuries; 
America is a country of immigrants. In Arizona, the state senate has introduced Senate Bill 
1070 (SB 1070), which would require any person stopped by police to prove that they live in the 
United States legally by showing registration papers or a form of identification. Critics argue 
that this is a form of racial profiling, as police are pulling some over solely on the basis of visible 
race and ethnicity to check their legal status. Others say that Arizona is taking matters into 
their own hands by creating their own law to combat illegal immigrants because the federal 
government has not done enough to protect the border with Mexico. Currently, the United 
States Justice Department has filed a lawsuit that temporarihj blocked Arizona's implementa
tion of SB 1070 under a violation of the Supremacy Clause in the U.S. Constitution. This pa
per will examine the history of immigration and the journey of SB 1070 in Arizona. This will 
lead to an examination of the constitutionality of the law and a look at the court battles that 
will surround this controversial piece of legislation. Some questions that the author will ad
dress are: Is Arizona’s SB1070 unconstitutional based on the fact that racial profiling is illegal? 
Should the enforcement of immigration be held solely in the hands of the federal government or 
should states be enforcing this law? Or is Arizona forced to take matters into their own hands 
because of the federal government's lack of response?

In his study of immigration to the United States, historian Maldwyn Jones referred 
to the phenomenon of immigration as "the most persistent and pervasive influence 
in the development of the United States" (as cited in "Brief History"). This observa
tion continues to hold true for our nation today. The subject of immigration continues 
to make an impact on our country. From the first encounter of native populations 
with the first immigrants to the country, each group of newcomers has made its mark 
upon our country, both legally and illegally. This paper considers illegal immigra
tion and the constitutionality of the Arizona bill known as SB 1070 by responding to 
the following questions:

1. Where did the history of immigration begin?
2. What led to illegal immigration in the United States?
3. What happened in Arizona to cause the passage of SB 1070?
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4. Why should Arizona's SB 1070 be ruled unconstitutional?
5. Finally, should the enforcement of immigration be held solely in the hands of 

the federal government or should states be enforcing this law?

Where Did the History of Immigration Begin?

Immigrants have been coming to America since the 1850s in the hope that they can 
find a better life than they had in their home countries. In 1849, the California Gold 
Rush brought Chinese immigrants to the United States in vast numbers. 1850 was the 
first year where large groups of Mexicans immigrated to the United States. They had 
decided to come to the United States to find work and prosper in America.

In the spring of 1882, the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed by Congress and 
signed by President Chester A. Arthur. This act provided an "absolute 10-year mora
torium on Chinese labor immigration" (Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, 2011). People of 
Chinese origin were not allowed into the country on the basis of ethnicity. For the 
first time, the federal government said that the entry of an "ethnic working group on 
the premise that it endangered the good order of certain localities" (Chinese Exclusion 
Act of 1882, 2011). Discrimination was prevalent in passing this act.

In 1891, the Immigration and Naturalization Service was established. This orga
nization was created to oversee lawful immigration into the United States. In 1892, 
Ellis Island in New York City opened as an immigration-screening center. Ellis Is
land continued to be a symbol of promise and hope to immigrants as they continued 
entering the country into the early 1900s.

In 1921, the first immigration quotas were set for the United States. As a result of 
these quotas, the Immigration Act of 1924 then set even stricter limits on letting im
migrants in; only 150,000 immigrants were allowed entry into the United States. This 
included people of Anglo-Saxon, Eastern European, and Latino origins. Immigrants 
of Chinese and Japanese origin were denied citizenship as a result of the aforemen
tioned Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. This act was the first of its kind to "limit im
migration to the United States of any specific ethnic group" ("Brief History").

The Immigration Act of 1924 led to the creation of the United States Border Patrol. 
It was officially established on May 28,1924 by an act of Congress passed in response 
to increasing illegal immigration. The Border Patrol is currently made up of over 
20,000 patrol agents that cover the United States' borders. There are currently over 
8,000 miles of border to cover in the United States. This comes out to one border pa
trol agent for every 2.50 miles of the border ("Border Patrol Overview," 2011). There 
are not enough border patrol agents to cover our borders effectively, which leads to 
an increase in illegal immigrants crossing our borders.

What Led to Illegal Immigration in the United States?

According to Ramanujan Nadadur (2009), a scholar at Oxford University, many schol
ars "trace the initial roots of illegal immigration to the US to the end of the Bracero 
Program" in 1964 (p. 1039). The Bracero Program was a joint initiative by the United 
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States and Mexican government to give hardworking, highly skilled Mexican labor
ers a chance at work and a better life. The Mexican government failed to provide the 
proper resources for the peasants to improve their lives. Meanwhile, in the United 
States, the demand for manual labor was at an all-time high; World War II brought 
about this demand. On August 4, 1942, the U.S. and the Mexican government in
stituted the Bracero program. With this new program, thousands of impoverished 
Mexicans abandoned their communities and headed north to work as braceros, the 
Spanish word for "manual laborer" ("The Bracero Program," 2010).

Through this program, young men would come to the United States looking 
for work. They would participate in secondary sector jobs that were unskilled and 
low-paying jobs. Any US worker would not perform these secondary jobs; only il
legals would take them. Once they established an occupation and a residence, their 
families were able to join them for a short amount of time. After their families joined 
them, these young men told their friends and colleagues about their new lives in the 
hopes that they would enroll in the Bracero Program and repeat this cycle.

As more workers came into the country, the United States population continued 
to increase. Over time, more peasants settled permanently in the United States. Na- 
dadur (2009) noted that many made multiple trips into the country and would "accu
mulate experience and knowledge of the United States" (p. 1039). In order to get into 
the United States, the status of the immigrant depended on whom the immigrant 
knew to get into and stay in the United States.

By the 1960s, more immigrants would come into the country by saying the Bra
cero Program had confirmed their status; these immigrants were the first wave of 
"illegals" to enter the country. According to the author, the program that could bring 
them and their loved ones to the United States indefinitely attracted them. In 1964, 
both governments collectively brought an end to this program. However, many im
migrants continued to stay beyond the end date of the program ("The Bracero Pro
gram," 2010).

This wave went on until 1986, when the U.S. passed the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act (IRCA). Nadadur (2009) stated that IRCA created "civil and criminal 
penalties for US employers who knowingly hired undocumented immigrants and 
authorized a one-time-only "amnesty" program that legalized certain immigrants 
already living in the US" (p. 1040). Because this program offered a type of amnesty, 
IRCA significantly reduced illegal immigration numbers by 1990. However, this act 
made it more likely that migrants in Mexico knew and had more connections with 
legal migrants in the United States (p. 1040).

The passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994 had 
created even more incentives for illegal immigrants. IRCA was just another law that 
was passed but not enforced. Nadadur (2009) explained that after NAFTA, the gov
ernment had "virtually stopped enforcing the IRCA sanctions." Nadadur (2009) also 
pointed out that in the 2003 fiscal year, only $9,300 in fines was collected from em
ployers. As a result, these laws are still not enforced to the fullest extent (p. 1041).

Illegal immigrants continue to pose a serious problem in many southern states, 
such as California, New Mexico, Texas and Arizona. The INS and the U.S. Border
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Patrol have tried to step up and combat illegal immigration, but it seemed as if their 
efforts have not been helping reduce this problem. The state of Arizona has taken 
some steps through their state legislature to ensure that illegal immigrants will stop 
entering their borders.

What Happened in Arizona to Cause the Passage of SB 1070?

Citizens of Arizona were outraged by the lack of state laws to fight illegal immi
grants from entering their home state. More than 100,000 people protested that more 
should be done to reform immigration on the state and national level ("Timeline," 
2010). Voters approved measures that made English the official state language of 
Arizona, required out-of-state college tuition from those residents in Arizona that 
cannot prove citizenship, and denied bail to illegals charged with a crime. All ballot 
measures were overwhelmingly passed.

SB 1070 started in 1996, when Russell Pearce, then director of the Arizona bureau 
of Motor Vehicles, wrote and the legislature subsequently passed a law requiring 
proof of citizenship to get a driver's license. In 2000, voters passed a requirement that 
banned bilingual education; it passed 63 to 37 percent. In 2001, Pearce was elected 
to his first term as a state representative. Only three years later, Pearce's son, Sean, 
was shot and wounded by an illegal immigrant. This incident made Pearce push his 
agenda forward at a faster pace ("Timeline," 2010).

As a result, Proposition 200 was put on the ballot in late 2004 after being passed 
by both houses of the state legislature. Proposition 200 is a measure that would "deny 
public benefits to people who were here illegally." Voters approved this measure 56 
to 44 percent. In 2006, State Senator Pearce introduced another bill to "make it a 
state crime" to be in the country illegally ("Timeline," 2010). This bill also allowed 
"peace officers to question an individual's immigration status without probable 
cause ("Timeline," 2010). The bill restricted employers from knowingly hiring illegal 
immigrants. Governor Janet Napolitano vetoed the bill ("Timeline," 2010).

In 2007, the state legislature approved a bill that fines employers that were found 
to have knowingly hired illegal immigrants. This bill reinforced the IRCA law, which 
was previously not enforced to its full extent (Nadadur, 2010, p. 1040). To help cut 
down on employers hiring illegal immigrants, the state of Arizona requires employ
ers to participate in E-Verify to satisfy a requirement of the Legal Arizona Workers 
Act. E-Verify is an "Internet-based, free program run by the United States govern
ment that compares information from an employee's Employment Eligibility Veri
fication Form 1-9 to data from U.S. government records" (SB 1070, 2010). If the infor
mation matches, that employee is eligible to work in the United States. If there is a 
discrepancy, E-Verify alerts the employer and the employee is allowed to work while 
he or she resolves the problem within eight business days (SB 1070, 2010).

The Legal Arizona Workers Act has survived a number of constitutional challenges 
and is currently in effect. The Legal Arizona Workers Act requires all Arizona employ
ers to use E-verify with all newly hired employees, effective January 1, 2008. Al
though E-Verify is required, not all employers use it. (SB 1070, 2010). Some employers 
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may forge their numbers, making it impossible to get an accurate count of workers to 
the United States government.

Many private citizens have tried to combat the advancement of illegal immigrants 
coming into the United States on their own terms. One county that is the hardest hit 
by illegal immigrants is Maricopa County in southern Arizona. Maricopa County 
Sheriff Joseph Arpaio began to take matters into his department's hands in 2008. 
Tired and fed up with the lack of state immigration reform, Arpaio formed his own 
groups of volunteers that help search and patrol the borders of Maricopa County.

According to Maricopa County's website, Sheriff Arpaio's mission statement is 
"protecting and serving the Valley of the Sun" (Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, 
2010). However, the inmates inside their walls are not being protected in any way. 
The inmates are subjected to working in chain gangs, being forced to wear pink un
derwear, and are out in 100+ degree heat.

Known as "America's Toughest Sheriff," Arpaio has been the target of many con
troversies during his career. He has come under fire by the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) for giving unsatisfactory conditions to his inmates. U.S. District Court 
Judge Neil V. Wake ruled twice (2008, 2010) that the Maricopa County jails violated 
the constitutional rights of inmates in medical and other care related issues (Marico
pa County Sheriff's Office, 2010). This ruling was a result of a lawsuit brought by the 
ACLU, which alleged that "Arpaio routinely abused pre-trial detainees at Maricopa 
County Jail by feeding them moldy bread, rotten fruit and other contaminated food, 
housing them in cells so hot as to endanger their health, denying them care for seri
ous medical and mental health needs and keeping them packed as tightly as sardines 
in holding cells for days at a time during intake" (Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, 
2010). Arpaio has also held inmates in Tent City, a yard next to the prison that has no 
protection from the elements.

In a ruling issued in October 2010, the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ordered 
Arpaio to follow U.S. District Court Judge Neil Wake's 2008 ruling, which required 
Sheriff Arpaio to end severe overcrowding and ensure all detainees receive neces
sary medical and mental health care, be given uninterrupted access to all medica
tions prescribed by correctional medical staff, be given access to exercise and to 
sinks, toilets, toilet paper and soap and be served food that meets or exceeds the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's dietary guidelines. Despite all these controversies, 
Arpaio has still come under fire for supporting SB1070. He stated:

Citizens here sincerely hope that SB 1070 will result in large numbers of il
legal aliens being captured and arrested by local law enforcement officers. I’m not 
so certain that will actually happen. But on the assumption it does, then as the 
Sheriff of this county, 1 am ready. Tent City is ready. There will never be the ex
cuse that this jail hasn't enough room for violators of SB 1070. (Maricopa County 
Sheriff's Office, 2010)

In January 2009, Jan Brewer became the Governor of Arizona after Governor Ja
net Napolitano joined the Obama administration as secretary of Homeland Security 
("Timeline," 2010). Governor Brewer came into her office with minimal press until 
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January 2010, when the Arizona state legislature, specifically, state senator Russell 
Pearce, introduced Senate Bill 1070 (SB 1070,2010). This bill would make it mandatory 
for law enforcement officers to check the legal status of a person that is suspected of 
a crime. Even though law enforcement officers already have the right to check status 
when questioning a person of interest, this law is the first of its kind to mandate 
checking legal status of each individual stopped. Anyone then arrested for a crime 
will not be able to be released until his or her legal status is checked with the federal 
government (SB 1070, 2010). The bill quickly passed through the Senate with a 17-13 
vote. On April 13th, 2010, an amended version of SB 1070 made it through the House 
with a 35-21 vote ("Timeline," 2010).

The Senate gave final approval to SB 1070 and the bill went to Governor Jan Brew
er. On April 23rd, 2010, Brewer signed SB 1070 into law. Six days later, three separate 
lawsuits were filed in federal court challenging the constitutionality of SB 1070. On 
April 30th, Brewer signed SB 2650, which were provisions added to SB 1070. The law 
was scheduled to go into effect on July 29th, 2010 ("Timeline," 2010). However, the 
federal government would seek an injunction in early July 2010.

Why Should Arizona's SB1070 Be Ruled Unconstitutional?

The only stated intent of SB 1070 was "to make attrition through enforcement" to 
"discourage and deter the unlawful entry and presence of aliens and economic ac
tivity by persons unlawfully present in the United States" (SB 1070, 2010). Attrition 
through enforcement meant that this law would make life so miserable for those 
here illegally, that they would have to pack up and leave. The harder it is for people 
to break the law, the fewer people will actually break the law. Polls show that SB 1070 
is still backed by a "large majority" of Americans, which includes over two-thirds of 
Arizonans.

Miller (2010) explained that SB 1070 added a Class 1 trespassing misdemeanor for 
being in the state without proper Arizona documents ("Arizona"). Being convicted 
would come with a mandatory prison sentence of 20 days and the migrant pays the 
court and jail costs. Additional penalties may be given to the migrant, which include 
more prison time. However, other penalties include smuggling, harboring, hiring 
immigrants and being hired as an illegal immigrant. ("Arizona").

It is strictly stated in SB 1070: "no official or agency . . . may limit or restrict the 
enforcement of federal immigration laws to less than the full extent permitted by 
federal law" (SB 1070, 2010). However, the federal government has stopped the bill 
before it was even put into effect. On July 6th, 2010, the U.S. Justice Department filed 
a lawsuit to block the implementation of SB 1070. They sought an "injunction to keep 
the law from being implemented until the case is resolved" (Garcia, 2010).

Many critics have said this lawsuit would focus on the reliance of racial profiling 
to check their legal status. However, the federal lawsuit is centered on the Supremacy 
Clause, a clause in the Constitution in Article VI, Section 1, Clause 2 that states no 
state laws can usurp federal laws and that all state and local level judges must uphold 
all federal laws even if the state laws conflict. The Justice Department says that SB 
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1070 ignored other objectives that Congress has set up for the federal immigration 
system. Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, a former governor of Arizo
na, voiced support of the federal lawsuit. Napolitano had vetoed similar bills during 
her time as governor of Arizona.

Another argument is that SB 1070 violates the Equal Protection Clause of the Con
stitution. As previously mentioned, voters have passed many measures including 
one that denies bail to illegals charged with a crime. These aforementioned measures 
continued to violate the civil rights of the imprisoned. However, these measures vio
lated the Equal Protection Clause, with denying bail.

Denying bail denied part of the illegals' Miranda rights. Arizona has added a 
clause that states: for those who are not United States citizens, they may contact their 
country's consulate prior to any questioning. One must wonder how the person ar
rested will be able to contact their consulate if their bail and their Miranda rights are 
denied. If they cannot contact their consulate, the Arizona government is denying 
basic rights to the arrested.

Activists argued that even though they are illegal immigrants, they are still hu
man beings who have basic civil rights. Others argued that since they are illegal, 
they have no basic rights when it comes to being jailed or being denied bail. Under 
the 14th amendment, the Constitution ensures "equal protection regardless of race, 
sex, national origin, or religion" (U.S. Constitution, 1788). Regardless of where these 
immigrants originated, the Constitution guarantees them the same rights and equal 
protection under the law. SB 1070 treats illegals as second-class citizens, violating the 
Equal Protection Clause.

Should the Enforcement of Immigration Be Held Solely in the Hands of 
the Federal Government or Should States Be Enforcing This Law?

The United States government has taken steps to combat illegal immigration with 
federal laws. However, this author questions their effectiveness when it comes to re
inforcing their previously passed laws. The Arizona state legislature felt the need to 
pass this bill because of the lack of enforcement of federal laws. These Border States 
deal with the lack of enforcement on a daily basis and one must look at their point 
of view in the situation. Yes, SB 1070 ignored objectives passed by the federal gov
ernment, but in the eyes of the Arizona state government, these objectives were not 
being enforced to their full extent to effectively help the Border States.

The Arizona state government has tried their best to protect their citizens with the 
passage of these ballot measures. The administration must realize that although the 
federal objectives are not being enforced to the fullest extent, the federal laws will 
always take precedent over the state laws. Because SB 1070 ignores the federal objec
tives and tries to supersede these laws, SB 1070 violates the Supremacy Clause. The 
Justice Department filed an injunction based on the grounds of a Supremacy Clause 
violation.

Attorney General Eric Holder released a statement when the Justice Department 
filed the injunction saying, "diverting federal resources away from dangerous aliens 
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such as terrorism suspects and aliens with criminal records will impact the entire 
country's safety" (as cited in Garcia, 2010). State senators, like Sylvia Allen, insisted 
that the Arizona state budget could not keep caring for those that are here illegally. 
By taking federal monies away from immigration reform, it would add more to the 
$113 billion a year drain on the U.S. taxpayers, according to a study by the Federation 
of American Immigration Reform ("Illegal Immigration," 2010). FAIR estimated $13 
billion of this comes from taxes paid by illegal aliens. From an economic standpoint, 
economists argued that the budget of Arizona depends on SB 1070 to save money 
for the different state departments. From an economic standpoint, SB 1070 favors the 
citizens of Arizona.

As the case United States v. Arizona went to U.S. District Court, Judge Susan Bolton 
temporarily blocked the requirement in SB 1070 that would make officers check the 
legal status, which halted the entire bill (Martinez, 2010). Governor Brewer and other 
Arizona officials have said the federal government has not done enough in enforcing 
immigration laws and this law would be necessary to make up for those aforemen
tioned failures. The Justice Department and those attorneys representing Arizona 
have taken this case to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in early November 2010. Gov
ernor Brewer has asked the court to appeal the July ruling so that the controversial 
law will go into effect immediately. This appeal was ultimately denied (Martinez, 
2010). Although President Obama acknowledged that the federal immigration sys
tem has failed in some aspects, this law is not an effective solution to change it. Mar
tinez (2010) maintained that more communication is needed between the state and 
federal levels on how to create a solution that would benefit both parties ("Debate 
over Arizona").

Supporters of the bill claimed that law enforcement officers are just performing 
their daily tasks and SB 1070 would help to improve their workflow and daily book
ing of illegal immigrants. However, critics still have argued that this law would lead 
to racial profiling by Arizona law enforcement and public officials. These officials 
would need "probable cause" to pull someone over just to check their legal status. 
However, some critics mentioned that race and ethnicity will give some officers false 
"probable cause" and this will cause them to abuse their power. Abuse of power is a 
serious ethics violation and can lead many officials, including Arizona law enforce
ment, to lose their jobs.

Rick Su (2010), an associate professor of law at SUNY-Buffalo's School of Law, 
claimed that there is always a chance with this law that "an individual police officer 
may shirk his other duties to focus on immigration enforcement—to "go rogue" in 
the eyes of his department or community—without much fear" (p. 78). However, Su 
(2010) claimed that if the "immediate supervisor... for whom he works believes the 
only way to minimize racial profiling... is to implement a policy redirecting his ef
forts away from immigration enforcement, they risk subjecting themselves and their 
community to lawsuits and fines" (p. 78). Because they risk lawsuits, it seems as if 
SB 1070 helps the state but only at the expense of previously passed measure. To "go 
rogue" may not be illegal, but how an officer does so may vary by department.

Senate Bill 1070 is a terrible example of a bill that tries to fix a broken immigration 
system in the United States. Although its intentions are to enforce through "attrition," 
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it has true intent to profile on the basis of ethnicity, which is morally corrupt. When 
this case ultimately reaches the U.S. Supreme Court, it will set a new precedent for 
the United States in immigration. One thing is clear, this fallacious bill will not stand 
in front of the Supreme Court, for having violated the Supremacy Clause and the 
Equal Protection Clause. The federal system is broken and no matter what each po
litical party tells the American people, the system will never be perfect. The two 
parties need to come together and compromise on a number of issues to pass new, 
more effective laws to reform this issue. This solution is not perfect, but in order for 
this nation to see comprehensive immigration reform, this may be the only option 
that we have left.
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Bright, White Freedom

Ericka Cherry, Rockhurst University

When I was younger— 
my curls just pulled away 
by the inevitability of gravity— 
I had visions of a meadow. 
It was lush, green, tall grass 
and high, bright sun and 
a misplaced house with 
but two walls and white 
curtains flowing in the breeze. 
It was two stories, no roof.

I was wearing a white dress. 
I thought it was Heaven, but 
maybe not. Freedom, rather. 
I rather it were freedom;
I want it while I can know it.

When I was younger- 
ripe with curls— 
I dreamt of a barn and 
a white dress and the 
tedium of daily labor. 
I yelled out in tortured screams 
in my sleep; I had a fever, 
a fever dream. It was nothing 
like I would know freedom to be.

My innocent mind trapped 
in delirium, the delirium of age. 
It's like an illness; it has symptoms.
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Never again has that dream occurred, 
but I keep expecting it to be 
on my dry lips in the morning.
They put me in the stirrups last week 
and they felt so white-sterile, 
like I had succumb to something.
They made me think about people I knew. 
Paper face, paper face, paper face; 
white aisle, white aisle, white aisle; 
plump mother, plump mother, plump mother. 
And I didn't need a translator to know 
that those women in the waiting room 
wanted me to be as full as I was empty.

The anomaly of the suburban scheme, 
that's me. Weak as I still am, 
I'd crawl on aching hands and knees 
just to get a little air to breathe 
that didn't smell like strip malls. 
And maybe I'm the cynic, too; 
but my visions are breaking through, 
like beams of light through crumbling rock. 
Oh, and to howl the rest of the rock away; 
I can almost taste the sweetness in my mouth.
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When I was younger— 
at what stage, I know not; 
but I was filled with such belief— 
I saw a tunnel of white flowers 
on the side of a hardware store.
So plain, so plain, but somewhere 
I was so full of life. I was.
My bones trembled at the sight;
it must be the only beautiful white 
that I ever have seen in my life.
A strong spirit in my marrow; 
as the meadow vision had told me, 
this was It. Within, far from without.

And then I would forget. See things 
like open eyes in murky water.
And the pain, the pain;
it hurt so to build the obstructions 
inside of me, but I built bent over.
And then everyone wanted to lock me into 
the stirrups. Couldn't do it.
Giving up freedom for the daily labor, 
the monotony of a task, 
the blood-curdling scream.





How Have Amerindian Groups Mobilized 
Politically In Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador?

Brent A. Lederle, University of Indianapolis

Introduction

The purpose of this comparative essay is to distinguish between Amerindian politi
cal activity in La Republica de Bolivia, La Republica del Peru and La Repiiblica del 
Ecuador (hereafter referred to as Bolivia, Peru and Ecuador. After a review of the 
historical ties between the three states, as well as the inclusion of basic statistics 
pertinent for this comparison, the study will turn to recent Amerindian political 
movements in each state and finish with an analysis of the movements compared to 
one another and as a larger representation of the Amerindian movements in South 
America (in particular the Andean region). Have groups in each state followed a 
similar path for greater political representation? Are issues among each state's Amer
indian populations representative of larger issues across the Andean Amerindian re
gion? The similar systems approach, supported by the related history and language, 
allows for an analysis of the outcomes of each state's Amerindian population. The 
hope of this study is to single out the differences in these similar states that are re
sponsible for each state's Amerindian populations success or failure.

Historical Background

The states of Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru share a rich, common history united by re
gion, indigenous culture, colonial language, exploitation and colonization. These 
three central-Andean states were once linked under Spain's colonial Viceroyalty of 
Peru. Before Spain's colonization of the region, the area was linked by the Inca Em
pire. This vast region encompassed thirteen million Amerindians with varying de
grees of identity, languages, and cultures. By the late eighteenth-century, revolution 
separated many of the Amerindian populations even further by invisible borders. 
These invisible borders were precursors to the boundaries of these states following 
independence from Spain in the early nineteenth-century and by 1830, the states of 
Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru had been established (Albo 2004:17-18).

Amerindian populations in the newly developed states suffered from rural ex
pansion, exploitation and the cheap labor they provided to the fledgling republics 

Aisthesis, Volume 5, Issue I, Spring 2012, 99-106



100 | Brent A. Lederle

and their elites. Conflicts developed among these powerful business moguls and 
eventually among the states themselves, often over raw materials and natural re
sources based on border disputes. It just so happened that many of these natural 
materials and resources were located in lands where majorities of Amerindians 
lived. Throughout the nineteenth century, these indigenous populations began to be 
viewed either as tools for the state, as enemies of the state, or as nothing more than 
a nuisance. Indigenous response to encroachment and exploitation occurred in the 
form of rebellion. Inspired from global revolutions, these rebellions developed in the 
twentieth century as political revolutions and linked their causes and movements to 
political reformation (2004:19-20).

Quantitative profiles

This case study is not entirely based on qualitative measurements. Each state's sta
tistical population data supports the notion of the Amerindian (as a whole constitu
ency) holding a rather significant portion of the state's population and therefore the 
ability to garner a large, mobilized and powerful voting bloc. There are two studies 
of population that I have included in this section. The first is from Dr. Donna Lee Van 
Cott of the University of Connecticut. Her book From Movements to Parties in Latin 
America: The Evolution of Ethnic Politics (2005) was published while professor at Tulane 
University and records the population data of Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru.

According to her studies, the percentage of Amerindians in Bolivia is more than 
62 percent of a population of approximately 8,274,325 (qtd., Rivero 2003:10). The in
digenous in Bolivia were once dispersed primarily in rural areas; however, a major
ity now occupy urban zones around three of the largest cities: La Paz, El Alto, Co
chabamba (Van Cott 2005: 50). A more recent calculation by the Central Intelligence 
Agency's World Factbook 2009 estimates Bolivia's total population at 9,947,418 with 
the self-identifying Amerindian population comprising 55 percent’ of the total state 
population.

Turning to Ecuador, Van Cott's study cited a total state population of 12,879,000. 
However, the argument of precisely what percentage of the population is ethni
cally Amerindian is contentious. Nevertheless, in her study, figures range from 43 
and 45 percent (2005:100-101). A more updated version of the total state population 
is 14,790,608 with approximately 25 percent1 2 claiming Amerindian ethnicity (CIA 
2009). Lastly, Peru's total state population in these two studies varies from 22,048,356 
with Amerindian comprising 47 percent of the population (Van Cott 2005: 141-142) 
to 29,907,003 with approximately 45 percent3 of that population identified as Amer
indian (CIA 2009).

1. Defined as Quechua 30% and Aymara 25%; does not include mestizo.
2. Defined as Amerindian, 25%; does not include mestizo.
3. Defined as Amerindian, 45%; does not include mestizo.

In quantitative measures this shows correlations between each state's Amerindian 
populations. Based on the most recent studies, more than 80 percent of each state's to
tal population ethnically identifies itself as Amerindian. Coupling this data with the 
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historical relationships between the three states and united behind a common lan
guage of colonial legacy, one would expect to find similar policies being followed by 
the indigenous populations resulting in similar outcomes. However, this has proved 
to be counterintuitive.

The Rise of the Amerindian

The political situation in South America is rather underrepresented when compared 
to other regions of the world and as a result, misunderstanding and naivete appear 
to dominate the stage when the spotlight is turned onto this region. Nevertheless, 
there is much to study among the states of South America. In particular, the Andean 
region is home to a growing indigenous rights movement. Ironically, this appears to 
be the most well-known and popular stereotype of South America: the protesting 
native. Why and how have Amerindians, specifically those in Bolivia, Ecuador and 
Peru, managed to find a political voice?

They have organized because of a need to find a voice. Amerindian groups 
achieved this by organizing social movements established on identity (Brysk 2000: 
55). Thus, in order to form a strong, solid identity these social movements had to de
fine themselves in terms of "history, language, culture, and territory" (qtd. in Brysk 
2000: 56; orig. CONAIE 1989: 279). Yet, this has not led to a single, unified Amerin
dian social movement. Differences in location, geography, and culture have created 
trends among South America's indigenous social movements. For example, social 
movements in the Andean highlands (Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador) tend to have a national 
framework, concentrating on economic issues (2000: 58-59).

According to Dr. Deborah J. Yashar, these subsequent political movements are a 
direct challenge to the notion of building a nation, especially by highlighting the 
failure of these states to form a (and succeed at building) a nation that is universally 
inclusive (1999: 88-89). As a result, this overarching, general concentration has led 
to varying degrees of success as well as methods used by Amerindian social move
ments in Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador.

Ecuador

The starkest example of Amerindian political success occurred in early 2000, la Con- 
federacion de Nacionalidades Indigenas del Ecuador (Confederation of Indian Na
tionalities of Ecuador; CONAIE) supported and took active part in a short uprising 
that was successful in taking over Ecuador's Congreso Nacional (National Congress) 
and Corte Nacional de Justicia (Supreme Court). This uprising was effective, albe
it short. Yet it is representative of a successful and progressive Amerindian social 
movement in Ecuador which has "awarded indigenous peoples a new political status 
and role in a country where they served and were seen, for the most part, and for the 
previous 500 years, as little more than a faceless, laboring, and impoverished mass" 
(Macdonald 2002:170). How was CONAIE able to achieve such a huge success? The 
answer lies in political maneuvering.
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Prior to the uprising, an economic crisis had struck Ecuador. In particular, a sud
den bank collapse in the late 1990s forced the Ecuadorian government to take drastic 
action, including a freeze of all personal bank accounts and increasing the national 
sales tax. Furthering the quagmire was evidence released of government corrup
tion in the form of heavy campaign donations to the incumbent during a time of 
economic despair. Amerindian groups used this as a chance to put the spotlight on 
the poor circumstances of the indigenous population in Ecuador. Such a political tac
tic required an even bolder political maneuver. CONAIE found this with Ecuador's 
army (2002:171-172).

Ecuador's army is composed of many soldiers whose backgrounds are linked to 
the middle and low class. Many of these same troops also identify as Amerindian. 
The combination of socio-economic backgrounds and related identity gives Ecua
dor's army a sense of "organizational elite[ness]" (2002: 173) that plays the role of 
sound mediator in political situations. Drawing from Keith Hopkins' idea of mili
tary cohesion in his 1996 article "Civil-Military Relations in Developing Countries," 
kindred socio-economic backgrounds often produces military cohesion. Thus, re
turning to Ecuador's army, a shared background among the soldiers coupled with a 
shared empathy for CONAIE's social movement saw a unified Ecuador army siding 
with CONAIE.

The ramification of this short-lived, but politically important act was the Amer
indian population of Ecuador expressing dissatisfaction in the lack of inclusion in 
Ecuador's government. Increased political representation and participation were the 
issues that were brought to light through the temporary coup. In fact, the presence 
of Amerindians in this act increased their visibility, allowed for their inclusion in 
post-coup talks with the new government, and was, simply put, the best propaganda 
they could hope for (2002:187-193).

Bolivia

In contrast to Ecuador's political alliance with the Army in 2000, Bolivia's Amerin
dian population has taken a different route in gaining representation. Indigenous 
groups in Bolivia have gained notoriety in 2006 by electing South America's first 
Amerindian president: Evo Morales. However, six years prior to this monumental 
election, Amerindian groups throughout Bolivia were using their numbers and posi
tion in Bolivia's society to gain attention (Gustafson 2002, 268).

September 2000 saw farmers unions impeding transportation routes in the capi
tal city of La Paz as well as coca farmers using this same tactic in rural areas in 
response to anti-coca activity. Furthermore in 2000, la Confederacion Indigena de 
Bolivia (Indigenous Confederation of Bolivia; CIDOB) presented arguments against 
the government for land reform. Protests emerged around the country, mobilized 
solely by Amerindian organizations. To add fuel to the fire, the country was taken by 
the upcoming election in 2002. Thus, alliances and dialogue permeated the country 
resulting in the meeting of 500 Amerindian organization leaders from around the 
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country in July 2000 to discuss demands from the indigenous community (2002: 268, 
283-284).

Eventually these demands did not produce the desired results fast enough and 
leaders mobilized thousands of Amerindians around La Paz. Furthermore, farmers 
in the countryside blockaded the major highway three of the country's top cities. 
Violence escalated between those protesting (comprising mainly of Amerindians) 
and the army. Anti-Amerindian leaders labeled the Amerindian activity as "violent, 
anti-state, ethno-racial movements" (2002: 289) and urged the government not to give 
in to any demands made by the other.

These protests and riots eventually cleared the way for some agreement between 
Amerindian organizations and the Bolivian government. La Paz agreed to invest 
significantly in infrastructure around the state as well as delivering tractors to farm
ers in rural areas. Protests from coca farmers in response to encroachment and 
eradication of their livelihood were met with limited concession, although some con
struction was postponed (2002: 290-291). Bolivia's use of the fabled protest contrasts 
sharply with Ecuador's use of political alliance. Turning the lens now on Peru, we see 
an entirely different outcome from Amerindian political organization.

Peru

Unlike Ecuador and Bolivia, Amerindian groups in Peru have just begun to form a 
viable, legitimate network of political organization, although it is not prevalent and 
strong enough to hold any real political sway in Peru. This can be traced to a tactic 
used by Peru's government in the late 1960s and early 1970s to redefine the term 
"indigenous" as meaning "peasant" (Gelles 2002: 247). Thus, what in other states 
refers to an ethnicity, in Peru, the term "indigena" is related to a socio-economic 
definition and has not supported a budding, ethnically-centered Amerindian move
ment. Instead, a movement of "peasants" whose motivating factor was economics 
has pervaded.

In fact, Peru's government seemed to remove many barriers to Amerindian iden
tity that in other states has been the cause of indigenous unification. For example, 
Amerindian communities have the privilege of full legal representation and enjoy 
full jurisdiction over their area and its resources. Furthermore, quechua, an Amer
indian language, holds status as one of Peru's official languages (2002: 247). Yet, de
spite these, Peru has emerged as somewhat of an anomaly in the region. Situated 
between two states with active Amerindian movement, Peru's Amerindians have yet 
to emerge as a dominant force in culture.

Reasoning for this has been linked to the lack of resources available to Amerin
dians in Peru that could be used politically (Van Cott 2005: 140). The absence of a 
solitary, united organization to represent the voice of indigenous peoples in Peru has 
been further set back by divisions among Peru's regional Amerindian communities, 
as well as further divisions within those communities themselves. Also, restrictions 
during the 1990s by former President Alberto Fujimori on national social movements 
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retarded the development of a legitimate and practical Amerindian organization. To 
exacerbate the problem of a lack of unity among Amerindians in Peru, different in
digenous groups in Peru receive different legal treatment and do not seek a national 
unification under similar ideas (2005:143).

It is not as if there are no substantial Amerindian political movements in Peru; 
rather, it is that due to unique historical circumstances, Peru's indigenous groups 
have not been able to use their identity as a means of unification and thus have failed 
to create a substantial national movement. It could also be argued that, unlike Bolivia 
and Ecuador where indigenous language and culture were severely restricted, Peru's 
government welcomed and took advantage of an indigenous past. Thus, where Am
erindians in Bolivia and Ecuador had a sense of identity that was not supported by 
the state, Peru's indigenous could not use that as a rallying force against the inconsis
tencies and injustices of their livelihood.

Conclusion

When comparing Bolivia, Ecuador, and Peru—states with similar histories (Inca and 
Spanish-colonial), language, and culture—we see a vast difference in the develop
ment and success (or lack thereof) of Amerindian groups. Bolivia and Ecuador both 
share in common a fairly united and active national indigenous movement; however, 
the means by which these groups gain visibility and the differences in issues allows 
for the two to be contrasted. Contrasting these is Peru, the state with the largest 
population, which has not followed in the path of Bolivia and Ecuador. In fact, such 
a national Amerindian movement has lacked the resources and development com
pared to the two other states.

As authors Stahler-Sholk, Kuecker, and Vanden (2008) describe in their book Latin 
American Social Movements in the Twenty-first Century: Resistance, Power, and Democ
racy, Latin America has before it colossal barriers not only domestically but globally. 
Somewhere in such a mountain of issues is the Amerindian and the political mobili
zation of a people who seek to be include and visible in a global-society. Social move
ments can play a critical role in bringing to light important issues regarding unfair 
treatment, development and opportunity. Therefore, Amerindian movements will 
have to adapt. Either by continuing political alliances, engaging in the traditional 
protest, or finding a voice in a society that does not equate "indigenous" with "eth
nicity." Perhaps these issues may not be important in twenty or fifty years; however, 
they are important now and balancing the new global situation will be the challenge 
in the coming years for Amerindian movements.



How Have Amerindian Groups Mobilized Politically In Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador? I 105

Works Cited

Alb6, Xavier. 2004. "Ethnic Identity and Politics in the Central Andes: The Cases of Bolivia, 
Ecuador, and Peru." Politics in the Andes: Identity, Conflict, Reform. Ed. Jo-Marie Burt and 
Philip Mauceri. Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh, 17-37.

Brysk, Alison. 2000. From tribal village to global village: Indian rights and international relations in 
Latin America. Stanford, California: Stanford University Press.

Gelles, Paul H.. "Andean Culture, Indigenous Identity, and the State in Peru." 2002. The 
politics of ethnicity: indigenous people in Latin American states. Ed. David Maybury-Lewis. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies.

Gustafson, Brett. "Paradoxes of Liberal Indigenism: Indigenous Movements, States Processes, 
and Intercultural Reform in Bolivia." 2002. The politics of ethnicity: indigenous people in 
Latin American states. Ed. David Maybury-Lewis. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard 
University David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies.

Hopkins, Keith. 1966. "Civil-Military Relations in Developing Countries." The British Journal 
of Sociology, Vol. 17, No. 2. London: Blackwell Publishing on behalf of The London School 
of Economics and Political Science.

Macdonald, Theodore Jr. "Ecuador's Indian Movement: Pawn in a short game or agent in 
state reconfiguration?" 2002. The politics of ethnicity: indigenous people in Latin American 
states. Ed. David Maybury-Lewis. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University David 
Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies.

The World Factbook 2009. "Bolivia." Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency.

The World Factbook 2009. "Ecuador." Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency.

The World Factbook 2009. "Peru." Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency.

Stahler-Sholk, Richard, Glen David Kuecker, and Harry E. Vanden. 2008. Latin American 
Social Movements in the Twenty-first Century: Resistance, Power, and Democracy. Lanham: 
Rowman & Littlefield.

Van Cott, Donna Lee. 2005. From Movements to Parties in Latin America: the Evolution of Ethnic 
Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge UP.

Yeshar, Deborah J. "Democracy, Indigenous Movements, and the Postliberal Challenge in 
Latin America." 1999. World Politics, Vol. 52, No. 1, pp. 76-104. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.





Coffee-Stained Story

Alexandra Kennedy, St. Catherine University

Everyone in your life 
Has hopes for your future 

Dreams of what you will do 
Excitement for what you'll become

So much input 
Others influencing your decisions 

Until one day 
It's your turn to call the shots

Your destiny is in your hands 
Like a book

And your life story is printed 
Along each page

However, some pages 
Have been bent

While others have been 
Ripped

A few are tainted 
From stains of coffee 
Dripped carelessly

Into your story
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As you continue this novel
Of your own 

The new, pristine pages 
Will soon become

Tinted, stained, bent
And ripped 

These memories are a reminder 
To remain

Careful of who you trust 
Confide in

And
Love

For you don't want to lend 
Your book to someone who 
Would destroy or tear out

Any pages

Instead, lend it to someone 
Who will turn each page 

With care,
Read between the lines

And love your story for every 
Bent page, slight tear

Or smudge 
Of ink

All the little imperfections 
That have created your past

And paved the way 
To a brighter

Future.



Video Games as an Art Form: The Aesthetic 
Nature of Cheating in Video Games

B. F. Pons, University of South Dakota

Abstract: Contemporary pop culture cannot be easily separated from the continually growing 
popularity of video games. This paper identifies this popularity and continues the philosophi
cal discussion of the status of video games as an art form. Not only will the paper reevaluate 
the debate, but also advance the area of focus to include the aesthetic nature of cheating in 
video games. The paper begins with some background of the psychology of cheating to provide 
understanding of its aesthetic consequences. Another introductory section includes cheating's 
evolution in video games to give unaware readers the ability to recognize the topic's relevance 
and significance. In reference to the status of video games, this paper deeply analyzes the 
aesthetic qualities that support the premise of accepting video games as art. After identifying 
video games as providing aesthetic experiences, the main focus of cheating in video games be
gins by defining real time, story, and competitive games. Through a comparison ofcheating in 
video games and art forgeries, this paper evaluates the aesthetic nature of cheating in respect to 
real time and story games. The paper concludes by contrasting the real time and story games 
with competitive games and how the difference between their respective personal and interper
sonal nature affects the aesthetic nature ofcheating.

Video games have been playing an increasingly significant role in America's 
economy and culture over the past few decades. Most social events have at least one 
person struggling to get through a Guitar Hero song while being booed by a virtual 
crowd. If one were unfamiliar with that billion-dollar franchise, perhaps the 'Poke- 
mon-phase' most children go through would be more relatable. In fact, video games 
influence people, specifically children, to such an extent, that a great deal of research 
has gone into the effects of violence in video games (Vitagliano 2004). Violence in 
video games, while an interesting topic, should not be our main philosophical con
cern. Looking for a more philosophically taxing issue, people should instead switch 
their focus to the aesthetic consequences of cheating in video games.

It is presumed that cheating, in video games or in general, sets a bad moral prece
dent for children. Regardless of this concern, cheating in the medium of video games 
"has this far received scant attention from the disciple of game studies," (Kiicklin 52). 
Not only does a moral precedent co-exist with cheating, but the aesthetic value in a 
video game might also be compromised. Thus, this paper will evaluate the overall 
aesthetic nature of cheating in video games. To achieve this purpose, this paper will 
first provide a brief psychological/evolutionary basis for cheating in video games.
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Secondly, before one can look at the aesthetic nature of video games, he or she must 
first establish video games as an art form that can provide an aesthetic experience. 
Finally, the aesthetic nature of cheating will be evaluated.

The psychological reasons for cheating in video games are more or less equivalent 
to cheating in general. Cheating allows one to achieve a goal with less work. Take the 
example of two people taking a test into perspective. Person A knows the answers 
while Person B does not and thus resorts to "cheating off" Person A. In the end, both 
persons A and B receive the same grade with different means of attaining their goal. 
The resulting difference between the previous example and cheating in video games 
remains the reason why someone would cheat. In the example, one desires a satisfac
tory grade. For a game, one would normally desire to complete a video game. If one 
lacks natural skill in playing video games, a single game could take an unreasonable 
amount of time or might even prove to be an impossible feat.

Robert MacBride, from the Games Programs at RMIT University, provides another 
reason for one's use of cheating methods in video games. MacBride writes, "We cheat 
sometimes as a form of expedition when growing impatient, sometimes as a form of 
salvation when our interest begins to wane and mostly as a validation of discovery," 
(303-304). Under MacBride's analysis, the opposite of the first reason might trigger 
the same response. The psychological reasons to cheat could be simplified to two 
possibilities. One, some people might cheat to beat the unbeatable, and two, others 
might cheat to increase interest in an easy game.

To fully appreciate the effects cheating has on video games, one must understand 
the progression of the cheating environment. This history of video game cheating 
most likely started with what is referred to as an "Easter Egg," or an intentional 
message hidden within the game. Atariage.com writes, with MacBride agreeing, that 
the game Adventure was the "first console videogame to contain" this Easter Egg 
(AtariAge 1998). Though an Easter Egg to the extent found in Adventure would not be 
classified as a 'cheat' in today's terms, it would definitely be something that occurred 
beyond the plot of a video game.

As video games developed, so did the methods of cheating. Bugs or glitches have 
been known to be exploited in a game. An example is found in Pokemon Emerald. 
Known as the "Emerald Cloning Glitch," one can make usable copies of their Poke
mon, a previously impossible act (Glitch City Laboratories 2003). Furthermore, cer
tain games have built-in cheats that are not hidden like an "Easter Egg" or uninten
tional like a glitch. Popular games that feature this type of cheating include Grand 
Theft Auto 4 or Guitar Hero World Tour. A few people might not consider these "cheats" 
because game makers do not hide this feature. On the other hand, one must use 
outside references, such as the Internet, to access the codes that unlock the cheat. 
Therefore, the specific nature of this form ofcheating is still in debate and will not be 
highly important for this paper's aesthetic endeavors.

The last form of cheating consists of using outside hardware to modify a game. 
Under this branch of cheating, one uses a device, such as a Gameshark or Action Replay, 
to modify their game in an infinite number of ways. From the early Easter Egg to the 
cheating hardware, cheating in video games has gone through quite an evolution.

Atariage.com
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The mechanics of cheating are useful only to the extent of understanding what a 
cheat is. Looking closer to the psychological realm ofcheating and its consequences 
also will be beneficial to the aesthetic study of cheating. One finds that cheating af
fects the player's experience with a game in one or more of the following ways: “(1) 
cheats that speed up narrative progression, (2) cheats that increase the player's fre
quency of interaction, and (3) cheats that enhance the range of the player's options," 
(Kucklin 58). 1 and 2 are consistent with the previously mentioned reason to cheat, to 
achieve the same goal in a more expedient manner and with less work. 3 shows how 
cheats can give the players more artistic liberty to play a game.

Now that a brief understanding of what cheating actually consists of and the psy
chology behind the use ofcheating has been highlighted, the next step of setting vid
eo games as an art form can begin. To appreciate the art form behind video games, 
one must use basic philosophical principles along with a bit of reason. Aaron Smuts, 
in an article from Contemporary Aesthetics, writes, "In order to determine whether 
video games are an art form, we first need some idea of where the art might lie. Video 
games combine elements from narrative fiction film, music and sports. They are ar
guably an art or sister art of the moving image, specifically, a form of digital anima
tion," (2005). Here, Smuts takes a practical outlook on the art behind video games by 
comparing games to other forms of art, such as music and film.

Instead of solely looking at a comparison of video games to other art forms, one 
could specify how video games act as a source of aesthetic experiences. In the book, 
Trigger Happy, Steven Poole analyzes the philosophic nature of aesthetics and com
pares them to video games. Poole writes, "The original Greek meaning of 'aesthetics' 
refers to things that are perceived by the senses. Modern videogames—dynamic and 
interactive fusions of colorful graphic representation, sound effects, music, speed 
and movement—are unquestionably a fabulously sensual form," (30). Through defin
ing aesthetics with a criterion of perception, video games can be considered an art 
form on a deeper level than just through a comparison with other classical art1 forms.

1. I use the term classical art to represent all forms currently accepted as art. These include, but are not 
limited to. paintings, sculptures, and music.

To extend Smuts' point, one can see how video games incorporate most art forms 
in an electronic medium. An example of one of these artistic forms includes music. 
The use and composition of music can be a powerful tool in evoking emotion within 
a video game player. The seemingly never-ending game series Super Mario Brothers, 
as well as Pokemon, and the more recent Halo series are two examples of having high
ly recognizable musical scores which listeners can recall childhood memories or in
tense battle experiences (Britt 2005). At this point, one could cross apply Poole's com
ment on how video games provide a sensual experience. Not only do video games 
act as an art form through a comparison to art, such as music, but it also stimulates 
the senses, a quality inherent in aesthetic objects, similar to the sensations found in 
music

Another artistic form in video games includes graphics. Visual aspects within 
games are certainly an obvious yet important artistic component. Breaking down ev
ery single video game into its game play elements, the visual sense remains common.
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Games can utilize the lack of tactility through vocal instruments and sound is usu
ally a sensual bonus, while the pictorial aspect of games cannot be compromised. 
Furthermore, the evolution in video game graphics could be compared to the real
istic evolution in paintings, drawings, etc. The evolution from ancient Egyptian hi
eroglyphics to modern realistic paintings is comparable to the visual evolution from 
early games like Pong to recent games like Far Cry 2. Music and visual components 
are not the only artistic features in video games. Detailed plots, character develop
ment, and even cut scenes that act as short movies within the storyline of a game all 
act as artistic enhancements that games utilize.

If video games are considered art, then an artist needs to emerge as the creator of 
the art. Shigeru Miyamoto, designer of games such as Mario Brother's and The Legend 
of Zelda, said that, "Another important element is a belief that creators are artists. At 
the same time, however, it's necessary for us creators to be engineers, because of the 
skill required for the creations," (2000). Mr. Miyamoto takes a moderate approach 
to the creators of video games. Video game engineers could be considered the artist 
because they create an artistic product. On the other hand, those creators still need to 
be respected as engineers for understanding the media with which they work. This 
position would not be contradictory with engineers being artists. An artistic video 
game creator needs to understand their electronic medium just as a painter needs to 
understand the different strokes of a paintbrush, the properties of their paint, or the 
canvas holding that paint.

The relationship between artist, art, and player amplifies the connection between 
video games and art. In the article, "Aesthetigrams: Mapping Aesthetic Experienc
es," Boyd White contends that observation is the first step in an aesthetic experience 
(327). This principle makes sense. Before a piece of artwork could give an aesthetic 
experience or allow someone to make an aesthetic judgment, there must be someone 
observing the art. Under this principle, the connection between an artist producing 
a work of art and the observer allowing the artwork to provide aesthetic pleasure 
or displeasure becomes essential. Similar to classical art, the relationship between a 
game creator and a player becomes a necessary one. Without the creator, no game can 
be created to produce an experience. Likewise, without a video game player, a game 
is nothing more than just a cartridge or disc filled with coding.

The previous few points supported categorizing video games as art practically 
and through comparisons to classical art. To be classified as art, however, video 
games still need to provide an aesthetic experience. With this issue, there are two 
schools of thought. The first one would support the premise that video games are 
art. In his article, "Games, the New Lively Art," Henry Jenkins writes, "Games rep
resent a new lively art, one as appropriate for the digital age as those earlier media 
were for the machine age. They open up new aesthetic experiences and transform 
the computer screen into a realm of experimentation and innovation that is broadly 
accessible," (2005). Such aesthetic experiences, which are common in classical art, 
can also be found in video games. Jenkins provides the examples of Pac-man and 
Asteroids. In both these games, a player can experience a feeling of distress, anxiety, 
or panic when the ghosts or asteroids corner you to the point of no survival (Jenkins).



Video Games as an Art Form: The Aesthetic Nature of Cheating in Video Games I 113

Without much effort, both of Jenkins examples could be classified as primitive 
video games. Recent first-person shooters, such as Halo Reach, can provide that same 
aesthetic feeling with a greater sense of reality. Websites like YouTube feature ama
teur films with Halo players screaming obscenities at the television screen and to 
their teammates who might be countries apart.

Even with video games' obvious emotional influence on its players, people still 
disagree with video games being an art form. Jack Kroll, of Newsweek, writes,

"Why can't these game wizards be satisfied with their ingenuity, their $7 bil
lion (and rising) in sales, their capture of a huge chunk of youth around the world? 
Why must they claim that what they are doing is 'art'? .. .Games can be fun and 
rewarding in many ways, but they can't transmit the emotional complexity that 
is the root of art," (2000).

Jack Kroll's article created a great deal of heated cyber-discussion on this matter. 
Therefore, the most fitting analysis of the article, from the viewpoint that video 
games do evoke aesthetic emotion, should be the response of a gamer to Kroll's arti
cle. Brendan McGrath, a player of Final Fantasy, explains, in an editorial on RPGamer. 
com, to what degree the aesthetics of a video game truly influences its players,

"How ironic that Mr. Kroll uses the CG (Computer Generated) still of Aeris 
facing the Highwind in an editorial that states that video games cannot trans
mit emotion. Aeris Gainsborough's death is one of the most touching moments in 
video game history, a death which caused people to petition Square to change the 
game's story, inspired numerous shrines to Aeris on the internet, and moved fan 
artists, fan musicians, and fan fiction writers to create countless beautiful works 
remembering her," (2000).

Apparently, Kroll's skepticism underestimated the true aesthetic and emotional im
pact video games have on their fan-base.

To conclude this paper's commentary on the status of video games as an art form, 
a quote from the article "Videogame Aesthetics: The Future!" provides an interesting 
comparison between society and the aesthetics in relation to video games,

"As a phenomenon, aesthetics have manifested in every culture and sub-cul
ture throughout history, and furthermore survived the demise of each. From food 
through to music and architecture, all of our possessions and many of our experi
ences are purposely shaped by designers for aesthetic as well as functional purpos
es. Aesthetics pervade all media, and games are no exception," (Hayward 2005).

The article shows how even the skeptics should accept video games as an art form 
due to the inevitable transcendent quality of aesthetics which affects all cultures and 
crafts.

Now that video games can be considered art, through practical comparison, pos
sessing the ability to create aesthetic emotion, and the dualistic nature between cre
ator and observer, the ultimate goal of evaluating the aesthetic effect of cheating 
in video games can be realized. In order to attain a firmer grasp on the effects of 
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cheating, it becomes necessary to classify games in order to be more specific when 
dealing with types of cheating. One could classify games through platform2 type or 
through game mode3. However, the previous classifications are not specific enough 
to how the cheats affect the game and thus the aesthetic nature. Therefore, the clas
sification of story games, real time games, and competitive games will be central to 
the pursuit of understanding the aesthetic consequence of cheating in video games.

2. Platform types include Computer (PC) gaming, console gaming such as a handheld Gameboy or an 
X-box, and arcade games.

3. Game modes include single player, multiplayer with no outside your console playing, online multi
player, etc.

Story games contain some sort of plot with at least a vague beginning, middle, 
and end. Real time games would not need a story but a player playing in a level, 
area, map, etc. in a either real or compressed time. Gamers playing video games with 
real time aspects act as they would in real life, or in most cases, a fantasy life. The 
last game type of competitive games consists of some form of competition, whether 
versus another person or the computer.

To underscore the previous video game type analysis, Super Smash Brothers/Super 
Smash Brothers Melee would be classified as solely competitive games because there is 
not a real time aspect or plot line involved. Moreover, the competitive nature of the 
first two Super Smash Brothers games is reinforced by the games sole purpose of pit
ting various Nintendo characters to fight each other. Melee does have an adventure 
mode, but it would be a series of tasks one has to achieve while game play lacks any 
plot or story. The third installment of the series Super Smash Brothers Brawl added a 
storyline to its adventure mode where you take the characters to beat the Subspace 
Emissary. An example of a real time game could be seen in Grand Theft Auto 4 in 
which one does not even have to follow the story, but one could easily be amused by 
blowing up or stealing cars while escaping from the police.

Cheating, therefore, is the modification in one of these three game types. The main 
change in aesthetic experience for solely the player mainly remains in the first two 
categories, story and real time. Using any form of cheat would be up to the player and 
their desire of what they want to achieve. Taking the Pokemon series as an example, 
cheating in the Pokemon storylines basically allow you to advance from the either 
relatively boring or more challenging aspects of the game's plot. If one were to find a 
certain gym too challenging, he or she could cheat to get past it. On the other hand, 
if one were to lose their game's memory, he or she might cheat to get back to the spot 
he or she was before the memory loss.

For the real time aspect of a Pokemon game, one might want to "Catch 'em all!" 
or complete all five categories in the Pokemon Contest. These tasks, though not part 
of the games' story, could take one a lengthy amount of time. Cheating in both these 
examples would essentially end up with the same result as mentioned earlier—two 
methods achieving the same end. The difference now is that video games are an art 
form and therefore should be analyzed as art. A fitting analogy of cheating in both 
story and real time games would be art forgeries. The product would be the same 
while the methods and art behind creating it would be entirely different.
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Perhaps the best way to evaluate this aesthetic worry would be to follow the phi
losophy of Tomas Kulka. In his article "The Artistic and Aesthetic Status of Forger
ies," Kulka classifies the three different philosophies behind aesthetic forgeries. First, 
there is the sceptical view in which one follows the assumption that "two objects that 
do not differ in any observable qualities cannot differ in aesthetic value," (115). Sec
ondly, the reductionist view maintains "that there is an aesthetic difference between 
an original and a forgery that can be reduced to the physical differences between 
them, no matter how minute they may be," (Kulka 115). Applying these principles, 
one could argue that cheating would have no aesthetic change on a video game, if 
executed properly by the cheater, because the cheating would be utterly unperceived. 
The philosophy that would account for the unseen difference in cheating would then 
be the attitudinal view "that even unperceived differences should affect one's at
titude and, consequently, one's aesthetic value judgment," (Kulka 116). Due to the 
difference between art's public nature and the personal nature of story/real time 
games, the absolute nature of the attitudinalist's position might not fit video games.

The conclusion Kulka provides, however, would fit nicely within the art of video 
games and should be the one adapted. Kulka writes, "My present contention, there
fore, is that, when evaluating a visual artwork," in this case video game aesthetics, 
"one should consider much more than its aesthetic merits. The ensuing distintion 
between the aesthetic and the artistic values may throw more light on the charac
teristics of art and art appreciation," (117). Essentially, a viewer would evaluate the 
artwork, or video game, for what it portrays while still taking into consideration that 
the artwork is a forgery. This view would allow the fact that one cheated to be con
sidered, but at the personal value of video games, not an absolute aesthetic criterion.

On a psychological level, due to cheating being a personal choice, the aesthetic 
effect of cheating would be only benifital. It allows the video game to provide a plea
sure not found while playing normally. The other possiblity could be a sense of guilt. 
If this were the case, two choices could follow to resolve the issue. The first would be 
a passive choice and the player would simply come to grips with cheating to com
plete, or just play, a game. The other option a video game player has is to restart the 
game and play from stratch. This option would be aesthetically appealing insofar as 
it would allow someone to experience a game with and without the use of cheating.

Another possible benefit ofcheating can be seen when taking the perspective that 
the video game players add to the art behind the video game itself. Kiicklin com
ments on the issue by stating, "From an aesthetic point of view . . . since [cheating] 
seems to constitute an excess of games' inherent possibilities, a playfulness on part 
of the players that goes beyond the game itself and transforms an object of consump
tion into a creative medium," (65). Cheating, regardless of the consequential aesthetic 
changes, allows one to transcend the game and take it in an entirely new artistic di
rection. Though the aesthetic pleasure may increase or decrease, the aesthetic bonus 
of creating new art from old will still exist.

With the aesthetic nature of cheating in story and real time games evaluated, all 
that is left is the nature of competitive games. Aesthetically, for the cheater, the same 
principles as before can be applied. The inherent difference between the first two 
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game types and competitive games lies in the switch from personal entertainment 
to interpersonal relations. In this sense, video games are like sports. While playing 
baseball by oneself, the use of a corked bat would be fine as a personal choice. When 
competing with a corked bat, an advantage has been given. In the realm of competi
tive sports, the common belief is that no unfair advantage should be given.

The aesthetics behind competitive sports, taking the assumption that they are art 
forms, do provide a better analogy for competitive video games than classical art. 
This idea results from the fact that there is a greater degree of interpersonal conflict 
in sports than in classically defined art. Thus, the aesthetic nature of competitive 
video games ought to follow the same structure as real life competition. That being, 
cheating reduces some aesthetical value in the activity, whether through the sense of 
fair competition or for the viewers themselves. At the basic levels of evaluating the 
aesthetic nature of cheating in competitive video games, one can see the interper
sonal aspect of the game complicates aesthetic judgement.

Not only should one connect the principles of sports to the aesthetic effect of 
cheating, but one must also be concerned for the basic aesthetic consequences which 
result from the interpersonal relations of competitive games. In his work, "Forbid
den Pleasures: Cheating in Computer Games," Kiicklin does a fantastic job evaluat
ing cheating on a multiplayer, in this case competitive, level. Kiicklin wishes to use 
public perception to show how cheating endows "the game with a 'social aesthetic,' 
that is to say, an aesthetic that depends on the participation of a large number of 
recipients to achieve its effect," (66). Kiicklin uses the interpersonal nature of a mul
tiplayer competitive game to create a new aesthetic level which involves "not only 
the experience of the cheater, but also the experience of the other players," (54). By 
encompassing the experiences of others, Kiicklin can evaluate cheating's aesthetic 
effect on a societal level.

Looking through the aesthetic perspective of society, Kiicklin describes cheating 
as "an 'illegal' activity . . . [that] is in some form transgressive of social norms," (54). 
How objects and events occur naturally in a competitive video game sets up the so
cial norm of how the competition should be conducted. When a cheater violates this 
natural flow, the society perceives this as a normative and aesthetic violation.

Another person recognizes this norm violation in competitive video games 
through the games' multiplayer aspects. Real-time and story games do not have be 
concerned with social aesthetics when it is not as dependent on multiplayer charac
teristics as its competitive brethren. Therefore, even if one may enhance aesthetic 
pleasure through cheating in a competitive game, the social aesthetic does decrease 
because it relies on social norms rather than the cheater's desire.

Finally, Kiicklin wishes to use consequentialist principles to evaluate cheating's 
aesthetic effect on a competitive level. Kiicklin writes, "From an aesthetic point of 
view, it is hard to differentiate these 'subversive' activities, since they differ only in 
the magnitude of their effect," (69). The other players' perception of cheating can 
only occur when a significant change from the game's norm occurs. When a cheater 
violates the norm of a competitive games, it changes not only the aesthetics of the 
game, but also the aesthetics of winning or losing. Because of win-lose scenarios in 
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competitive games, the overall consequences of the competition affect the aesthetic 
change more so than the personal aesthetic change in the other two game types.

When evaluating the aesthetic change of cheating in computer games, multiple 
approaches can be used. One could draw aesthetic similarities between video games 
and competitive sports. As a consequence of competitive games' interpersonal traits, 
one also must consider social aesthetic norms and codes of conduct when cheating 
in a video game. Competitive sports prohibit cheating to prevent undue advantages 
from being given. When looking for the metaphysical aesthetic nature of cheating in 
competitive video games, the social norms a culture contains drastically affect the 
change social aesthetics undergo when another player perceives someone cheating.

In conclusion, the evolution of cheating in video games brought rise to an aes
thetical debate. After accepting the premise that video games are art, one could say 
that the aesthetic nature of cheating in story and real time games depends on the 
personal opinion of the player. However, as soon as one cheats in a competitive man
ner, the experience emulates real life competition, violates norms, and the aesthetic 
pleasure decreases accordingly. By applying this roadmap, this paper has achieved 
its purpose of evaluating the aesthetics of cheating in video games as an art form.
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Finding My Religion on a Greyhound Bus

Tim Valshtein, Temple University

Sleeping on a Greyhound bus I learned what religion was. It was my life on every 
blade of grass on the side of every road we passed. And somewhere in between the 
Legos and that beautiful camera of mine, I learned how not to cry. It's not pretty here, 
but it's real, and I guess if nothing else that's progress. You see nothing's real but the 
present. I'm moving forward on 95 watching the nonexistent grass.

I'm indecisive. Invitation to Psychology, fourth edition, published in 2008 by Pear
son, written by Wade and Tavris. Page 383, Chapter 11, Psychological Disorders: Ru
mination vs. Reflection. Rumination can be unofficially defined as thinking about 
things far too often, and through the eyes of a cynic. Reflection, though, is more posi
tive and better for your well-being. I don't see the difference; apparently rumination 
is a telltale sign of mental disorder. They suggest "Positive Distractions" as a solution 
for rumination and a prevention of mental disorder—I call that Blissful Ignorance. 
I'm flipping through the pages, completing my reading for the week, and slipping the 
book back into its compartment in my trusty orange backpack.

Now my laptop is running out of battery, and the Peterpan doesn't have outlets 
like the Greyhound did so I'm stuck with lined paper. Writing by hand never af
forded me the same freedom that typing did-the fringes bristling against my arm 
as I glide the pencil from left to right in between these little blue tracks on the paper. 
Those blue lines keep my ideas in check, ink smudging my hand as I write—I'm what 
you'd call a "pencil pusher." I am not sure if it should be prose or free-verse, so it 
begins its life as a fragmented, choppy massacre of words and phrases, and as time 
progresses it becomes a shapeless blob, engulfing the entire page in blue ink.

Now I'm having a rumination crisis; all these words, phrases, ideas—my senses 
are overflowing, and all I want is more. I want to open up every single pore in my 
body and let the world inside; I want to embrace life-all of its passionate indiffer
ence. This inherent contradiction is clever and uplifting, and I'm feeling new and re- 
freshed—and just like that, it stops. This moment of brilliance, fleeting and beautiful 
is trumped by my pathetic pessimism; I want the guts of my every thought splattered 
all over the velveteen seats of my Peterpan coach. I crave attention and yearn for re
spect, I stop wanting to listen to everyone else, and if they don't want to listen to me, 
then I'll yell until they have no choice.

Meanwhile, a grown man is falling on me; stinky and unshaven, his unkempt 
appearance speaks to me: the believers of blind faith, stinky and unshaven—how 
peculiar. Oh and that stench, it's simply unbearable. It's funny though because I am 
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enduring it, aren't I? I am overcoming the adversity; it's odd how our words work 
contrary to our thoughts. God, if I could just locate where it's coming from. The low
er body; the legs; the thighs; the crotch. His crotch: swamp-ass. What an abhorrent 
stench. But, what if it's actually me who stinks? Doubts and uncertainty suffocate me; 
the coach sweltering, its repellent smells and discontented faces fill my immediate 
surroundings. Each stinky and unshaven friend leans on an unknowing neighbor, 
searching for that unfamiliar feeling of comfort in an uncomfortable place. The smell 
is encroaching on my own territory; it's alien and unwelcomed. Now I'm finding 
myself leaning on my neighbor. I am becoming the stinky and unshaven, blindly 
believing in the uninspired, industrialized Pennsylvania roadside attractions. I'm 
getting sleepy now. I'm falling asle—

One hundred and sixty eight hours later and I'm staring out the window onto 12th 
Street. The smudged ideas that straddle the blue lines sit beside me as I transpose my 
thoughts into the realm of digitalized nirvana. I'm thinking about that eventfully 
uneventful bus ride back to school. The only thing I can come away with is that there 
is nothing to learn. The world is optional, attendance is not mandatory; nobody will 
take roll of who is present and who is not. But maybe this contradictive notion is in 
fact something learned and not innate. Maybe that was all I needed to learn. They do 
say "reason is the only thing faith has to fear." Maybe that's why I have an illogical 
desire for logic. Maybe that's why I'm a hopeless romantic, a ruminator, and a cyni
cal prick. Maybe that's why I overuse the word maybe—if I was faithful, I wouldn't 
be using the word maybe. I think I can live by that principle, at least until tomorrow 
when something else falters that which I just devoted today's faith to.



Confession

James Fister, Rockhurst University

It pains her to be, 
to sit.

My God, my God, 
why have you not 
forsaken me! For 
I live and die for 
me, but not die—

Live: eat, drink, sleep, 
learn. Her studies 
pile up.

Elohim! Selfless 
in my avarice, I 
have no self.

Plato, Bacon, Sartre, 
class after class.
Class warfare.

The cock has crowed 
one two many times. 
To do is to be, 
but I don't.

She thinks.
She is. Her soul;
Tout suel.
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Beloved

Pearl Nielsen, University of South Dakota

In the decades following the abolition of slavery in America, literature has been 
used as a means of comprehending this institution's resultant historical trauma. In 
Toni Morrison's Beloved, trauma is a prominent subject, the literary manifestations of 
which can often be related to trauma theories posed by Sigmund Freud and Kaja Sil
verman. The novel deals with the psychological toll of slavery on a group of former 
slaves, but is also meant to mirror—and possibly explain—the collective experience 
of all victims (past and current) of slavery's historical trauma (Flanagan 395-396). 
Theoretical definitions and constituents of trauma, such as Freud's principles of rep
etition and repression, are widely applicable in Beloved. Silverman's theories of his
torical trauma, the dominant fiction, and cultural binding are also prevalently sup
ported within the novel. The fact that slavery and the Middle Passage have produced 
historical trauma is resolutely established in Beloved. In regards to overcoming (or at 
least gaining a better knowledge of) their traumatic experiences, the novel's charac
ters hold glorified ideas of freedom and community as standards of their dominant 
fiction. Furthermore, with the hopes of reaching and fully appreciating these ide
als, the characters constantly strive to achieve understanding and meaning of their 
traumas. In keeping with the idea that the novel creates a collective experience, the 
characters-and therefore their culture—strive(s) to achieve cultural binding and to 
subsequently move forward from their traumatic pasts.

The Freudian concepts of repetition and repression can be seen throughout the 
novel Beloved. In Beyond the Pleasure Principle, Freud terms repetition as a process 
through which a patient "is obliged to repeat the repressed material as a contempo
rary experience instead of... remembering it as something belonging to the past" (19). 
This process occurs because victims of trauma are often unable to remember their 
experiences with exactness, and are plagued by the idea that the events or concepts 
they have "repressed" might be crucial to understanding and overcoming their trau
matic experiences (Freud 18-19). Repression, relatedly, is described as the result of 
desires which cannot be instinctually fulfilled (are not compatible with survival), 
and are therefore "held back . . . and cut off. . . from the possibility of satisfaction" 
(Freud 8) as the subject attempts to forget these desires. Freud also establishes that 
a person's memory "seeks to avoid the unpleasure which would be produced by the 
liberation of the repressed" (21). This statement is indicative that repression can also 
operate when the remembrance of an event threatens to cause the subject displeasure 
such as emotional pain.
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Repression and repetition are particularly evident in Sethe's relationship with Be
loved. Both Sethe's repression of traumatic events and later her obsessive reliving of 
them originate in the scene in which she kills her daughter. In this scene, Sethe sees 
the "four horsemen"—the schoolteacher, his nephew, a sheriff and a slave-catcher— 
come to reclaim herself and her children after they had run away from the Sweet 
Home plantation (Morrison 148). Sethe takes her children into the shed to kill them, 
feeling that this is the only way to protect them. As Sethe describes this event: "[I] 
collected every bit of life [I] had made, all the parts of [me] that were precious and 
fine and beautiful, and . . . dragged them through the veil, out, away, over there 
where no one could hurt them" (163). Much of the repetition in the novel is central
ized in Sethe's continual attempts to explain to Beloved why she killed her. Sethe 
begins to develop doubt about the morality of her action almost immediately af
ter killing her daughter, as is evident in Baby Suggs's thought: "[Sethe] made a low 
sound in her throat as though she'd made a mistake, left the salt out of the bread or 
something" (Morrison 151). The period of Sethe's life after killing her daughter but 
before being reunited with Beloved are spent trying to repress her traumatic expe
riences; trying to remember only as much as she can live with (Morrison 5). Sethe, 
among most of the novel's characters, strives to forget the parts of the past that she 
fears will destroy her (Bergthaller 119). Beloved causes Sethe to begin the process of 
repetition by coaxing her to tell stories about her past. As Bergthaller discusses, Be
loved "solicits stories. Her presence induces the characters around her—Sethe, Den
ver, and Paul D—not only to remember the past they have been repressing, but also 
to shape it into narratives and relate these narratives to Beloved and to each other" 
(122). By asking Sethe about seemingly innocuous remembrances like the earrings 
she used to own ("Tell me your diamonds" (58)), Beloved provokes Sethe's memories. 
The most overwhelming of these memories is the scene in the shed, which recurs in 
the plot through the characters' recollections. Sethe begins to battle with this scene 
psychologically the moment she realizes that Beloved is her lost daughter (Morrison 
confirms that Beloved is Sethe's dead daughter in an interview with Darling (5)).

When Sethe attempts to kill all of her children in the shed, she does so because she 
feels powerless to save them otherwise from the four horsemen; from slavery (Mor
rison 163). Near the end of the novel, Sethe is faced with what she perceives to be a 
similar dangerous situation: a white man is coming to take her daughter, her "best 
thing" (Morrison 262). The white man's purpose is actually innocent, even benevo
lent; he is coming to pick up Denver for her new job. Sethe interprets the situation 
the same way she did when the "four horsemen" arrived, yet she reacts differently, 
choosing not to destroy her children, but instead to attack the white man himself 
(Morrison 262). After this moment, Beloved mysteriously disappears and is gradu
ally forgotten by her family and community. As Freud postulates, repetition is meant 
to make the subject realize that his or her projections of past traumatic events are 
not reality (19). Once this realization is accomplished, the subject can move forward 
from their trauma. Beloved's disappearance in the end of the novel could therefore 
be indicative of Sethe having reached the realization that the traumas of slavery are 
no longer relevant. She is now free, and has the right to protect her children from the 
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formerly untouchable "whitepeople." Now that Sethe has reached this realization, 
her repressed memories have undergone and concluded repetition.

The manifestations of Freudian repetition and repression in the plot of Beloved are 
important to understand as Beloved is related to Kaja Silverman's theories of histori
cal trauma, the dominant fiction, and cultural binding, which also operate markedly 
in Beloved. Historical trauma, according to Silverman, is a disruption of the psyche 
which occurs when a historical event problematizes the values of the dominant fic
tion, causing loss of belief in ideological values (55). The dominant fiction, in turn, 
refers to these ideological values, which are cultural images comprised of some real
ity and some idealistic imaginings (Silverman 54). Cultural binding is the process 
through which traumatic memories are attached to signifiers, and therefore mean
ing, and is the method of rebuilding the dominant fiction after it has been problema- 
tized by a traumatic event (Silverman 64).

Slavery is the most forthcoming source of historical trauma in Beloved, and Morri
son approaches slavery as a cause of trauma in a unique way. Rather than examining 
momentous events in slavery as an institution (such as the Dred Scott decision, the 
Fugitive Slave Act, and the Civil War), Morrison focuses on the lasting psychologi
cal effects of slavery on its survivors (Bergthaller 119). Bergthaller notes that Beloved 
curiously lacks the "factual accoutrements" which usually lend credibility to novels 
that focus on traumatic events (119). However, Bergthaller believes that Morrisons 
goal is to create a historically accurate account, and, perhaps more importantly, to 
reenact the experience of slavery for the reader in order to "implicate him in the 
traumatic experience" (117). Flanagan similarly infers that Morrison means to show 
the reader what the trauma of slavery was like, but also indicts Morrison for wrongly 
attempting to make African Americans gain an understanding of a historical collec
tive experience (400-401).

The concept of a collective experience appears in Beloved, for example, through 
the whispering voices that Stamp Paid hears outside 124 Bluestone Road, as well as 
through Denver's sharing of her mother's trauma. When Stamp Paid hears strange 
whispering voices surrounding Sethe's home, he considers that although he can't 
make out the words the voices are saying, "he believe[s] he [knows] who spoke 
them. The people of the broken necks, of fire-cooked blood and black girls who had 
lost their ribbons. What a roaring" (181). These whispering voices seem to repre
sent the collective trauma of slavery's victims, also "extending] the novel beyond 
its historical setting to include contemporary African Americans within the haunting 
of slavery" (Flanagan 396). By the same token, Denver seems to share her mother's 
traumatic past and her relationship with Beloved from the moment she "[takes] her 
mother's milk right along with the blood of her sister" (Morrison 152). The transfer
ring of blood is, in this case, the means of diffusing trauma, the analogy perhaps 
being that blood relations over generations can create a shared experience. Flanagan 
refutes the idea of a cultural experience being passed through generations, making 
the accusation that "[t]he repetition of the Middle Passage in Sethe's act of infanticide 
. . . suggests a model of cultural transmission based not upon the rather question
able premise of a phylogenic heritage of collective memories and scenes but upon 
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the emotional ambivalence of the primordial ties to the (m)other undergirding the 
(im)possibility of group identification" (400). Denver's drinking of her sister's blood 
with her mother's milk is described by Flanagan as Denver's "devouring identifica
tion with her sister" (401), and he believes that with this image Morrison means to 
suggest that "[n]ot only all individual history . . . but also the very emotional ties 
that establish a community, originates from the "primitive" situation of a murderous, 
consuming identification with an other" (410).

Flanagan also implies that Morrison believes a vicarious experience of slavery's 
historical trauma (as well as a subsequent phase of repetition) to be necessary for 
Beloved's African American audience (400-402). He finds this perceived goal haunt
ing because it leaves contemporary African Americans "forever in danger of being 
"seduced" by the traumatic primal scene of the Middle Passage" (401). The Middle 
Passage is undoubtedly an important traumatic aspect of slavery examined in Be
loved. Morrison explains that although Beloved is Sethe's daughter, she is also partly 
a survivor of a slave ship (Darling 5). Morrison exemplifies the idea of the Middle 
Passage as quintessentially traumatic by explaining that Beloved can be both Sethe's 
dead daughter and a slave ship survivor "because the language of both experiences— 
death and the Middle Passage-is the same" (Darling 5). Flanagan asserts that the 
"real" historical trauma in Beloved is the millions of deaths in the Middle Passage 
(395), and Bergthaller agrees that Morrison's novel is meant to "commemorate" these 
victims (117). Morrison indicates agreement with these assessments by lamenting 
the fact that "no one's ever assumed responsibility for [those who died in the Middle 
Passage] . . . nobody knows their names, and nobody thinks about them" (Darling 
5). However, Morrison defends against accusations of unnecessarily making con
temporary African Americans suffer the historical trauma of slavery. She maintains 
that "[tjhere is a necessity for remembering the horror" (Darling 5), also contending 
that "of course there's a necessity for remembering it in a manner in which it can be 
digested, in a manner in which the memory is not destructive. The act of writing 
the book, in a way, is a way of confronting it and making it possible to remember" 
(Darling 5). This statement specifies Morrison's hope for Beloved to catalyze cultural 
binding.

The concept of cultural binding is conveyed through several of the characters' 
experiences in the plot. Despite being a somewhat peripheral character, Stamp Paid's 
story is an excellent example of cultural binding. Stamp Paid was originally chris
tened Joshua, until his wife was temporarily claimed by their master for sexual 
purposes (232-233). Stamp Paid wanted to kill his master (232), and later considered 
killing his wife after she was returned to him (233). Instead, he changed his name, 
choosing to believe that this traumatic part of his life had occurred because it paid 
off any and all of his debts (Morrison 185). The signifier that Stamp Paid attaches to 
his trauma is that he no longer owes anyone, including God, anything.

Beloved provides some measure of cultural binding for Denver's and Sethe's 
trauma during the peaceful interlude of their relationship. After the "click" comes, 
or the realization that Beloved is Sethe's daughter and Denver's sister returned to 
them, Sethe describes feeling "the settling of pieces into places designed and made
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especially for them" (Morrison 175). Sethe believes for a time that Beloved return
ing to her is the meaning of all the trauma she has suffered. Sethe even convinces 
herself that she always knew that her daughter would come back, and generates the 
metaphor of a treasure (Beloved), the finding of which is not the miracle; "the magic 
lies in the fact that you knew it was there for you all along" (Morrison 176). Denver 
conversely believes that she can gain closure with her trauma by keeping Beloved- 
her sister—aumy from Sethe where she will be safe (206). Beloved also has a healing 
effect on Paul D, making "the flakes of rust. . . [fall] away from the seams of his to
bacco tin" (Morrison 117), his "tobacco tin" being what he feels has replaced his "red 
heart" in response to his many traumatic experiences (Morrison 113). Paul D remarks 
of Beloved: "she's fixed me and I can't break it" (127). Paul D's cultural binding is 
momentarily provided by Beloved in the form of validation of his masculinity. Some 
of his most notable traumatic experiences (such as having to wear an iron bit (235) 
and learning that he has no value to his masters, only a worth (226)) are traumatic 
because they make him question his manhood. By having sex with Beloved, Paul D 
is able to substantiate his manhood, and extendedly his personhood.

These characters later learn that Beloved is not the answer to their trauma, but 
rather an embodiment of their trauma. Grewal, along with several other critics of 
Beloved, believes that the character, Beloved, signifies the trauma of slavery and the 
"principle of the 'return of the repressed'" (105). This concept becomes evident when 
"[t]he mood change[s] and the arguments beg[i]n" (Morrison 241). At this point Be
loved stops providing meaning for Sethe and Denver, instead demanding not only 
meaning, but also their livelihood, from them. Beloved feeds especially off of Sethe's 
devotion, growing larger and stronger as Sethe weakens herself with repetition. 
Sethe tries to explain her past actions to Beloved, hoping to be forgiven for killing her 
(241-242). As Flanagan asserts: "Beloved threatens literally to consume Sethe" (402). 
During this new phase of repetition, cultural binding eludes Sethe. She knows that 
"the truth [is] simple" (Morrison 163), but she can't understand it—let alone convey 
it—precisely.

Sethe, Denver, and Paul D only attain true cultural binding after Beloved disap
pears. At this point these characters begin to aid each other in achieving cultural 
binding. Before Sethe's relationship with Beloved deteriorates, Sethe entertains the 
idea that she and Paul D could help one another comprehend their pasts. She con
siders that "[h]er story was bearable because it was [Paul D's] as well—to tell, to re
fine, and tell again. The things neither knew about the other-the things neither had 
word-shapes for—well, it would come in time" (Morrison 99). After Beloved disap
pears, they are able to revisit this idea. Paul D ponders his relationship with Sethe 
and realizes that "[h]e wants to put his story next to hers" (273). He then declares to 
Sethe: "me and you, we got more yesterday than anybody. We need some kind of to
morrow" (Morrison 273). This statement strongly conveys these characters' desire to 
finally move forward from their trauma now that it can be understood. Denver simi
larly finds cultural binding in her new acceptance of Paul D and lessened fear of the 
outside world. Through the journeys of these characters, cultural binding is at least 
partially accomplished before the conclusion of the novel. Morrison, however, leaves 
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ample space for the reader's interpretation (Bergthaller 119). This way, Beloved's audi
ence can perhaps make their own meaning of the trauma of slavery and begin their 
own restorations of the dominant fiction.

Understandably, a clear example of the dominant fiction in Morrison's Beloved is 
freedom. Before ever experiencing it, the former slaves in the novel believe that free
dom is insurmountable. As Sethe recalls, "when she stepped foot on free ground 
she could not believe that Halle knew what she didn't; that Halle, who had never 
drawn one free breath, knew that there was nothing like it in this world" (Morrison 
141). Jesser agrees with the idea of freedom as the dominant fiction, somewhat satiri
cally referring to the escape from slavery as an escape to the "Magical North" (329). 
At Sweet Home (the plantation that Sethe, her children, and Paul D escaped from), 
the slaves believe in a relatively conservative dominant fiction; that it is ideal just to 
be given basic necessities and not be beaten badly (Jesser 329). The "Magical North" 
becomes the greater dominant fiction which the slaves adopt in lieu of this moderate 
standard of ideality. Freedom, though it arguably lives up to the former slaves' ideals, 
can be maintained as the dominant fiction in this case, because, as Jesser observes, 
"the harsh lesson of freedom ... is that it offers little to combat the racist institutions" 
(329). The dominant fiction of freedom is restored for the characters of Beloved when 
Sethe attacks the white man, realizing that racism can be combatted, if not ignored.

An intimate and supportive community is another example of the dominant fic
tion in Beloved. Since the characters find that they can obtain no help (or rather, relief) 
from white people, they place substantial importance on the black community. After 
learning that Paul D has been living in the church cellar since leaving Sethe's home, 
Stamp Paid is practically enraged (Morrison 186-187). In a conversation with Ella, 
Stamp Paid is shocked that she (Ella) hasn't offered Paul D a place to stay, and finds it 
ridiculous that it would even be necessary for Paul D to ask for help. Ella contends "I 
don't know him all that well" (186), and Stamp Paid's intended conclusive statement 
is that "[y]ou know he's colored" (186). This argument shows how essential it is for 
the sufferers of the historical trauma of slavery to have an empathetic community to 
depend on. Denver is, at first, frightened by the idea of community, or of any world 
at all outside 124. It is likely that the trauma of her sister's death—and the consequent 
alienation of the inhabitants of 124 from the community—cause her to lose belief 
in the community as an aspect of the dominant fiction. Denver resents Sethe for 
problematizing her dominant fiction, and for some time entertains the fantasy of her 
father coming to take herself and Beloved away. She daydreams: "We should all be 
together. Me, him and Beloved. Ma'am could stay or go off with Paul D if she want
ed to" (209). Nonetheless, Denver rediscovers the importance of community when 
she seeks help from Mrs. Jones, who epitomizes the ideological black community 
by giving Denver the needed assistance (248). When Denver tells Mrs. Jones that her 
mother is unwell and asks for help, Mrs. Jones utters "[o]h, baby" (248), distressed by 
the situation but more than willing to help. Morrison writes that "it was the word 
"baby," said softly and with such kindness, that inaugurated [Denver's] life in the 
world as a woman" (248). Thusly, Denver's renewed belief in the dominant fiction of 
community allows her to mature and move forward from her traumatic past. The 
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ideals of community can also be observed in the scene in which Beloved disappears. 
Before this incident, approximately thirty of the women from the community feel 
offended by Beloved, the "ghost," and make their way to 124 to restore order (257). 
As Ella muses, "[s]he didn't mind a little communication between the two worlds, 
but this was an invasion" (257). This reflection expresses the community's moral 
that although traumatic experiences are often inevitable, they become unacceptable 
when they problematize the values of the community. The novel Beloved also places 
importance on the modern dominant fiction of community. As Bergthaller writes, 
"literature is a catalyst in the reproduction of a community and helps to preserve its 
identity" (118). Through the reconstruction of the black community within the novel, 
Morrison likely intends to promote the rebuilding of the contemporary dominant 
fiction as it refers to community.

The manifestations of trauma in Toni Morrison's Beloved can best be related to 
trauma theories posed by Freud and Silverman. The Freudian concepts of repres
sion and repetition function alongside Silverman's theories of the dominant fiction 
and cultural binding to depict the characters' psychological recovery from historical 
trauma. By communicating both the physical and emotional experiences of the char
acters, Morrison hopes to connect the reader to the historical trauma of slavery. The 
audience of Beloved may thereby be aided in first understanding, and then signifying 
the meaning of, the collective cultural trauma of slavery.

Works Cited

Bergthaller, Hannes. "Dis(re)membering History's revenants: Trauma, Writing, and 
Stimulated Orality in Toni Morrison's Beloved." Connotation: A Journal for Critical Debate 
16.1-3 (2006): 116-136. Print.

Caruth, Cathy. Unclaimed Experience. London: Routledge, 2003. Print.

Darling, Marsha Jean, and Toni Morrison. "In the Realm of Responsibility: A Conversation 
with Toni Morrison." The Women's Review of Books 5.6 (1988): 5-6. Print.

Flanagan, Joseph. "The Seduction of History: Trauma, Re-Memory, and the Ethics of the 
Real." Clio 31.4 (2002): 387-402. Print.

Freud, Sigmund. Beyond the Pleasure Principle. New York: W.W. Norton and Co., 1959. Print.

Grewal, Gurleen. Circles of Sorrow, Lines of Struggle: The Novels of Toni Morrison. Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State UP. 1988. Print.

Jesser, Nancy. "Violence, Home, and Community in Toni Morrison's Beloved." African 
American Review 33.2 (1999): 325-345. Print.

Morrison, Toni. Beloved. New York: Knopf, 1987. Print.

Silverman, Kaja. Historical Trauma and Male Subjectivity. London: Routledge, 1990. Print.





The Grieving Tree

Sophia M.A. DiRusso, Youngstown State University

In the forest, between the here and gone, there lives a place. 
And in this space, beyond the day and night, there grows a 
tree.

With twisted arms that reach the ground and touch the sky, 
with wings as vast as Earth and sea.

In this tree, among the leaves, the thoughts and prayers whisper. 
With elation and despair, with moments in eternity, they rustle 
and they speak.

From this tree, the whispers take, they steal and draw away. 
The blood that runs through all of light, the given and the 
good, is never through, and not enough, is faulted with but 
need.

Yet one alone, and all together, leaves begin to fade.
Cascade by rain, by tears, the howling, grieving of this tree. 
This tree, in gray. This tree, in sleep. This tree, it weeps for we.
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The Interpretation of Women

Ashley Nelson, University of South Dakota

Hermeneutists is defined as the branch of knowledge that deals with the way readers 
interpret ideas and concepts. The way people understand and interpret meanings of 
things that they read, is one of the most important aspects and problems of society. 
Everything can be interpreted differently, from a half smile, to a handshake, to a 
poster board on the side of the road, to a book in the Bible. Interpretations can either 
change society for the better, or as it is more likely to occur, for the worse. Because of 
interpretations, societal "ideals" and norms are set. Women's roles in religion are one 
example of how different interpretations of readings can affect a society. The ideal 
woman's role in the Christian religion, which consists of a life of subordination in 
marriage and in the church, is set this way because of interpretations of books in the 
Bible. To support their cause for the subordination of women, many Christian phi
losophers take passages from what the Apostle Paul says about women in the Bible. 
However, what philosophers are finding out now is that the Apostle Paul may not 
have been the male chauvinist that the Christian community thought he was. With 
these discoveries, the Christian community can again debate the role of women in 
the Christian community and what this could mean for the future of women's roles. 
For as John M. Conolly states, "the struggle to understand a text forces people to 
confront themselves" (Conolly 33). Now is the time for the Christian community to 
confront their past prejudices, in order to fix the prejudices of the future.

By looking at the Apostle Paul's writings, any reader would get the impression 
that he was either a male chauvinist, or a hypocrite. Paul says things about how 
women will fall into temptation more easily than men, but would then contradict 
himself in saying, "in Christ there is neither male nor female" (Bristow X). How can 
this be imaginable? How can the Apostle Paul state that women are to be subordinate 
to their husbands and the Christian religion, when in God there is no difference be
tween males and females? The answer to this is simple; Paul did not say that women 
should be subordinate. It is now known, that when Paul's words were translated 
from their original Greek form, to the current English language, the original mean
ing of the text was lost.

According to current translators, one being the author of the book, What Paul 
Really Said About Women, if we took the English translation of Paul's passages and 
translated them back into Greek, the meaning of those passages would change sig
nificantly. The way that the English translated Paul's passages was exactly what Paul 
tried to avoid. He intentionally used certain Greek words that would not imply that 
women were subordinate to men. It was in the translation into the English language 
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that the idea of a dominant sex was founded (Bristow xi). Paul chose words in Greek 
that challenged the social roles of women during his time, not words forcing women 
into a social role. Paul then challenged the reasons that those roles were put into 
place (Bristow 3). This, among many other misinterpretations of Paul's readings, is 
what led to a male dominant Christian religion. What Christians must ask them
selves now is, how would the Christian community have been different if Paul's 
readings were interpreted correctly? Would past and current society have been dif
ferent? Will, now that Paul's real message is being discovered, the message change 
stereotypes of gender roles today?

Before discussing the misconceptions of Paul's readings, and what those miscon
ceptions mean in today's society, the reason for a misconception should be discussed. 
It is very hard for any person to interpret information without a sense of a bias an
swer. Every person has his or her own prejudices to how the world should be. In 
order to fully understand readings, especially readings in the Bible, prejudices need 
to be separated from the act of interpreting (Connolly 30). The fact is, separating 
a prejudice from interpreting a message is easier said than done. Hans-Georg Ga- 
damer states,

"Far from it being the case that whoever listens to someone else or approaches 
a literary text must bring along no pre-opinion about the content and must forget 
all his own opinions, it is rather the case that openness for the opinion of the other 
or of the text will always include setting it in relation to the whole of one's own 
opinions" (Connolly 30).

When reading the passages of Paul and translating those passages into English, the 
translators did not approach the passages with an open mind. When Paul's passages 
were first read, they were understood from the position of the readers' own culture 
and customs of that time period, without an open mind. Apostle Paul's readings 
were interpreted to fit the social standings of gender roles at that specific time in that 
specific area.

Conolly states that the philosophers now, compared to the philosophers back in 
the time of Paul now have the "consciousness of the history of influence" (Connolly 
33). The history that citizens read in books and passages are all based on the influ
ence of the time period that they were written in. The writers and interpreters will 
have had a bias to their writing to fit the common influences of that time. That means 
that the information that is known now, is a bias knowledge. The current knowledge, 
if it was unbiased from the beginning, could have changed many aspects of society 
if there was no influence in the philosophers' writings.

The argument can be made, that the gender roles were defined because of the ear
ly Greek cultures and customs in Athens. Athens is named after the goddess Athena. 
Despite that fact, women in that time were considered inferior to men. Even with 
the city being named after a powerful and wise goddess, a stereotype was created. 
In John Temple Bristow's book, What Paul Really Said About Women, he discovered 
that no philosopher knows for certain where the idea of an inferior gender came 
from. Bristow declares that the idea of inferior women started with Socrates when 
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he assumed that women are halfway between animal and man (Bristow 4). Here is 
where Paul's readings were first misinterpreted to fit the social customs of that time.

Now just because Athens treated women as a dependent of men, doesn't mean that 
the whole world at that time did. In fact, Sparta gave women many rights politically 
and religiously. Many would say that the Spartan women enjoyed freedom (Bristow 
9). This brings up the question of why, if Sparta treated their women with an almost 
equal sense of gender roles, did the rest of the world not follow Sparta's ideas? Phi
losophers of that time, who took Paul's readings and interpreted them, were all from 
an Athenian-like country. All of the philosophers at the time were aware of the tradi
tion where women should be controlled by man. Even though countries like Sparta 
gave rights to women, because no philosophers were from there, no one learned of 
the way women could be treated.

Egypt also had a social system of gender equality, even more so than Sparta. 
Women in Egypt were depicted as complete equals as their husbands and other 
males (Bristow 10). From statues and paintings of ancient Egypt, the idea of gender 
equality is easily seen. Women were acting in the same fashion as the men, and all 
are depicted together to give the sense of a family. Cleopatra is a prime example of 
female and male equality in Egyptian time. Cleopatra was a woman that men not 
only considered as equal, but a woman who they respected and loved. Again, why is 
it that if Ancient Egypt had such respect for their women, didn't the other countries 
and future societies follow suit with non-gender specific religious roles? Athens was 
the only place at that time to have philosophers who would write and translate what 
society was like. Only records of Athenian translation of readings, like the Apostle 
Paul's passages, were ever recorded. The Athenian traditions were the only traditions 
that people read about. This misinterpretation by citizens, of the Athenian traditions 
being the "right" traditions, created the sense of gender stratification in the religious 
system.

It is because of these misinterpretations of the Athenian philosophers that led to a 
male dominant household. Since it was a male dominant household, the stereotype 
would then be transferred into the church. If Paul wanted man to dominate woman 
in the home, then it would be the same in the church correct? Incorrect; again Apostle 
Paul's words were misconstrued when they were translated, in order to fit the cul
tural ideas of that time.

During the time of Paul, it was a social custom for women to be separated from the 
men during worship. Women had their own section that was blocked off from view 
to praise the Lord (Bristow 50). This was a social habit brought on by the fact that 
women in worship were associated with cultic prostitution. This stratification was 
started by the worshipers, not one brought on by any readings or passages of any 
Apostles at the time. Sexual intercourse was occasionally used as a main component 
of worship for worshipers of that time, and with women in the same room as the 
men, fantasies and distasteful thoughts would ensue (Bristow 51). Since the stratifi
cation of the genders was already a norm of society, philosophers used readings to 
explain why women had to be separated in worship sessions. They interpreted the 
readings and passages to fit what they wanted the citizens at the time to do.
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Sexual intercourse was a very common and important act in society during the 
time of Paul. Sex was used in many religious ceremonies and sacrifices. It usually 
fell onto the woman to have a sexual sacrifice for a religious purpose. There is no 
reading of Paul's that states that women should be entering into sexual intercourse 
for religious purposes. Paul states that women are more easily to fall once tempted 
then men are (Bristow x). Why, if Paul states this, would women be used as a sexual 
sacrifice? At the time, this is what citizens wanted in order to make worship a more 
comfortable atmosphere. Paul would not want women subject to this kind of behav
ior, because of the fact that women are then giving into temptation, and because Paul 
supported the idea of having men and women together in worship. The social cus
toms during that period called for an excuse for women to act in this manner. It was 
then left up to the philosophers to translate religious scriptures to fit those customs.

Hans-Georg Gadamer states the solution to the problem of interpretation perfect
ly when he states, "that one must understand a text in its own terms" (Gadamer 69). 
When reading a text, it must be interpreted exactly how the author meant it, not on 
"his", the reader's terms, but on "its" terms, the passage itself. This means dissolving 
any social customs or cultural ideas, in order to produce a clear and unbiased mes
sage. Since the time of Paul, this has not happened, of course, which has led to what 
is now the male dominant role in the Christian religion. Gadamer goes on to say, "We 
will even, if we want to understand, attempt to strengthen his arguments" (Gadamer 
69). The time that Paul's passages were first read and interpreted, the philosophers 
did not want to strengthen Paul's arguments. The philosophers wanted to strengthen 
their own arguments for the social customs that were put forth.

Gadamer also states "opinions are indeed a changeable variety of possibilities" 
(Gadamer 72). Opinions are constantly changing and are subject to all change. An 
example of that is the idea of sexual intercourse in religion. In today's society sex 
in worship is not considered to be sacred. However, at the time of Paul's passages 
sex was. The message of Paul's readings was interpreted to fit that stereotype, and 
now that the stereotype has changed, the message does not apply to the Christian 
community. This is why misinterpretations of readings are so detrimental to society. 
Opinions can change over time, but once a stereotype is set, it is hard to change. The 
idea of sex in worship is not prevalent in today's age, but women are still considered 
to be weak to temptations and desires.

Paul's customs, and ideas of women, were very different then the social customs 
of that day. According to the Bible, Jesus himself was one of the few to praise women. 
In a religious context Jesus was seen talking with women about their faith and prais
ing women for that faith (Bristow 54). The Apostles at that time, Paul included, saw 
this and took this idea as one of their own. The Apostles began to speak to women of 
the same standard as other men and they welcomed women with men into worship 
and baptism. If Paul was a part of this transformation, along with Jesus, why would 
Paul's readings state that women should be separate from men? The interpretation of 
the readings, to fit social conditions, was why Paul became the first male chauvinist. 
Not by his own words and beliefs, but by the beliefs of the philosophers translating 
the passages.
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Paul never intended for his readings to set gender stereotypes. Paul's first con
vert to the Christian religion was, in fact, a woman (Bristow 55). Paul's message was 
meant to be praised to both men and women. That is what Paul wanted. Paul even 
stated in a letter to a church leader, about the importance of two women in the con
gregation; that they were the ones “who struggled beside me in the gospel, along 
with both Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose name are in the book of 
life" (Bristow 56). Paul never once in his actions ever degraded a person for being a 
woman. Paul did not believe that being a woman mattered in matters of the Church.

In Paul's travels, he met many men and women in different areas, and wrote about 
many of them in a treatise to the Romans. Of the twenty people listed in the treatise, 
eight of them were women. Of two of the women, Paul stated,

"These were noble women, hindered in no way by their sex . . .and this is as 
might be expected, ‘For in Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female'" (Bristow 
57).

Why would Paul write these words, words that would be read by others, if he didn't 
mean them? How hypocritical Paul would be if, after his teachings from Jesus and 
the other Apostles about the importance of women in religion, he wrote in his pas
sages that women should be subject to men in religion. This quote from his letter to 
a church leader proves that Paul believed women to be as important as men in the 
religious sector.

Many Christian philosophers use the story of Adam and Eve to explain why 
women's roles are to be non-dominant in the religious sector. However, Paul makes 
statements as to why this should not be the case. First off, according to the Bible, Man 
was created in God's image, and woman was created from man. Paul states that this 
means "woman is the glory of man" (Bristow 58). Woman is from man, and man 
from God, so in essence woman is from God as well. If God did not want women 
to have a role in religion, why would he create her from man who was created from 
Him? The answer is simple, because women were meant to have a role in religious 
proceedings and in life in general.

Paul also points out that women were created because man needs woman. With
out women, life in the world would not be sustained. Women are the ones who pro
duce the men that will be ruling society in the future. If Eve is considered to be infe
rior to Adam because she came from Adam, then all men are inferior to their mothers 
(Bristow 60). Do men not come from their mothers as Eve came from Adam? Without 
women, men would not exist. "Neither was man created for the sake of woman, but 
woman for the sake of man" (Bristow 59), God did not want man to be alone; he cre
ated women specifically because men need women. If women are such devilish and 
tempting beings, then why is it the woman's job to raise the boys and girls in a fam
ily? It is the woman's job to raise and instill ideas and faith in all children, including 
the boys. So this must mean that women are "holy" enough to raise what is consid
ered to be the "leaders" of tomorrow.

Thirdly, Paul states that in worship the silence of women is voluntary. Paul never 
says women cannot speak, but that they should be silent. At that time, there were 
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many hostile citizens when it came to the Gospel, and in order to solve that problem 
Paul created rules for public worship. Some of which included; only two people may 
speak in tongues, only two or three may prophecy, and women are to be silent (Bris
tow 61). This was not to demean the women in worship services, but to control the 
chaos that was ensuing around the Christian church services.

So, according to all of this misinterpretation, women are to be subject to men 
when it comes to the household and religion. The defense philosophers' use for why 
women cannot have a leading role in Christianity is based on the Apostle Paul's pas
sages. But according to new translations, it is evident that Paul's words were wrongly 
judged. What does this mean for our society as a whole? How many years earlier 
would women have been able to vote if Paul's words were interpreted correctly? 
How would society be different? The answer to that will never be known. But what 
is known is what can happen now; the stereotype of women being subject to men 
can fade. Conolly states this when he says, "one can only proceed from one's own 
standpoint" (Connolly 35). Society can only move forward once the prejudices are 
dismissed from view. Women can be given more rights in the Christian religion, 
but only if Christian citizens are willing to accept the idea of change. Where will 
this change take our society and the Christian religion? That answer is left up to the 
future, all citizens can do now is to accept the change, and hopefully, someday, the 
stereotypes will disappear.
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